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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Construction of the Massey Hotel commensed ,in February of 1909 and 
· was completed in June of 1910. The structure contains some 40,000 

square feet in its rectangular planned three stories and basement. 
the basement was dedicated to service and mechanical functions including 
a large steam boiler serving the radiator system. The first (street 
level) floor housed the entrance/registration lobby, guest shop areas, 
restaurant, and ballroom. The upper two floors were occupied by 
individual hotel rooms and suites. These rooms were served ' by a central 
corridor running the entire length of each floor. Single flights of 
stairs, with square paneled newell posts and turned balusters, provided 
vertical circulation at either end of this central corridor. 

The Massey Hotel's design was influenced by the Second Renaissance 
Revival, an architectural movement started in the mid-1880's. The 
revival continued until the early 1930's though the later examples 
shows somewhat negative virtues. The hotel is, as many Arkansas 
buildings are, a rather simplistic example of the architectural style. 

The structure is located on the northwest corner of a city block. The 
main (north) facade is approximately sixty feet in length. The building 
is one-half block (approximately 165 feet) in depth. A one-story 
tall ell-shaped porch wraps around the northwest corner providing a 
convenient covered entry from either passing street. A portion of the 
main body of the Hotel is set b~wk ~froin:'.the ·building line to accommodate 
this porch. The flat porch roof once probably was railed to double as 
a prominade- deck, judgin~ by-the pair of-doors opening to it. The 
po_rc;:,ll -..ts, .S.~PP.O:t!t.ec;l_. by , J.ight -round cast-stone Romanesque columns with 
stylized acanthus -leaf caps. These columns rest on rusticated granite 
ped,~stal.s approximately one-quarter of the porch height. Stylized, . 
acanthus leaf brackets support the porch at the building wall. Above 
the columns, . banding the roof is a simple cornice and frieze with a 
bracketed soffit. 

The hotel structure is of brick with the exception of the entry facade 
below the porch height. This area is of rusticated granite. 

Window and door frames are of wood. The first floor windows are fixed 
with transoms while upper floor windows are double hung. Lintels are 
of cast stone and cast-stone bands define floor heights. 

The building was roofed by a slightly sloping (to the rear) mopped 
or built-up roof. This roof however was destroyed by a fire in 1975. 
A number of-.-brick ,chimney stacks;.penetrate -.the roof. The roof·' s perimeter 
is traced by a cornice identical, except in its larger sacle, to the 
porch cornice. Above this cornice is a brick parapet capped with cast 
stone. The entry facade boasts a decorated parapet and the name "Hotel 
Massey" in cast stone. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

For almost sixty years the Massey Hotel has occupied a prominent place 
in downtown Bentonville. Featuring elements of the Renaissance Revival 
style, this three-story brick structure is an important architectural 
landmark in this northwest Arkansas community. 

The lot on which the Massey Hotel is located has been continually occupied 
by a hotel since about 1840. The Eagle Hotel , a two-story frame structure 
with a two-story verandah across its facade, originally occupied the site. 
It is reported that during the Civil War, several Union officers were 
guests at the Eagle Hotel just prior to the Battle of Pea Ridge in 1862. 
Just after the turn of the century, the old hotel housed a monument 
company. In 1908, the Eagle Hotel was destroyed to make room for a 
large, modern hotel to be built by Mr. R. D. Massey. 

Construction of the Massey Hotel began in February, 1909, and was com­
pleted about a year and a half ' later ; · The formal opening was ' held oi( '- " 
the evening of .June 28, 1910. During the reception - and -open h<Duse , :musie: 
for the 240 guests was provided by Leister's Orchestra. The local paper 
reported that the opening of the Hotel Massey had been both a ~Gcial and -
financial success.* 

Measuring approximately 60 feet by 165 feet, the Massey Hotel contains 
almost 40,000 square feet of floor space it its three stories. This 

- ' -

large brick building has some characteristics of the Renaissance Revival, 
a style found rarely in the Arkansas Ozarks. Outstanding features include 
a one-story,ell-shaped porch around·:the north and west elevations, 
fenestration, belt course and frieze of cut stone; and a decorated pedi­
ment above the name, "Hotel Massey." The once elegant interior retains 
some of its original features, including the tile floor in the spacious 
lobby and the pressed-tin ceiling in the rear ballroom • 

. , ., 

Through the years the Massey Hotel has housed a number of businesses in 
addition :):o_ regular hotel guests. The .,lopby, once d0ubled as the ticket -
office for the Bentonville-to-Rogers trai~. In more recent years a 
radio station, barber ~shop, real estate agency, insurance office, gift 
shop and bus station have at some time been located in the Massey Hotel. 

In 1975 a disastrous fire destroyed the roof of the Massey Hotel. Left 
uncovered for a year and a half, the building has suffered further damage 
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through exposure to the elements. The outer brick walls appear to be 
sound; however, continued use of the structure would, most likely 
necessitate the replacement of much of the interior portions of the 
hotel. 

.. 

For over 130-'years the site has housed a hotel, first the Eagle, and 
now the Massey. The building is considered an important historic land­
mark by most of the surrounding community. In addition, the Massey 
Hotel is an architecturally significant structure in northwest Arkansas. 

*Benton County Democrat, June 30, 1910. 

1978 
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Phone: (501 ) 371-2763 

April 4, 1978 

II/ I 
, 1/ • Mr. Jim ~val ton -yo f .N. E ~ C :J1:dr , 

Bentonville, Arkansas 72712 ~A.~,.,;-.zL. . 
Re: 

Dear Mr. Walton: 

Legal description; Massey Hotel 
Bentonville ; Benton County 

The National Register Office in Washington, D.C. is now requiring that a legal 
land description accompany each nominated property. Could you please send to 
me the description of the Massey Hotel so that I may forward it on to be attached 
with the nomination form? This description needs to be as specific as possible 
stating lot, block and feet involved in the property. 

Thank you for your prompt attention in getting this information. 

Sincerely, 

Q}(};{/tQodA~~~ 
Sandra Taylor Smi~ 
National Register Coordinator 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
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AetiDg Director 
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