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212-214 Main Street
Historic Name Deacon John Symmes House

Address

Use: Present Gwelling

Original gwelling
DESCRIPTION

Date circa 1807

Source Chapman's History of Winchester

Style Federal

Architect anonymous

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard

Outbui 1dfngs-— garage /e

Major Alterations (with dates) Roof eaves

balustrade removed, date unknown,

Forch added to entrance, date unknown
Condition EXcellent

Moved no Date

Acreage .30 acre 97-004.

Setting Suburban residential near

major intersection

Recorded by Bettina Cooper, Carol Ely

Organization Winchester Historical Comm.

Date 8/78, revised 10/87 hy H,_ White




NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Deacon John Symmes House is one of Winchester's most important
and well-preserved Federal period dwellings, and it is associated with
the Symmes family, whose members were among Winchester's earliest
settlers. The Deacon John Symmes House therefore meets Criteria A and
C of the National Register of Historic Places,

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaTuate in terms of
other buildings within the community.

The Deacon John Symmes House (c.1807) is a typical Federal period
dwelling, of the type which dotted the countryside surrounding Boston
during the early nineteenth century. The Deacon John Symmes House is
one of two houses of this period associated with the Symmes family. The
other is the Marshall Symmes House (#300), circa 1817, which stands
nearby at 230 Main Street.

The Deacon John Symmes House is a two and one-half story, rectangular
plan dwelling with a hip roof of low pitch, and double rear wull chimneys.
It exhibits the characteristic boxy proportions of the Federal style.

The five-bay facade is organized around a central entrance, which has
been enclosed by a later entrance porch. The outer windows are paired
with the center window aligned with the entrance. Other features of
note include the wide corner boards and slightly projecting eaves.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

The Deacon John Symmes House is one of several Symmes family dwellings
located in the vicinity of Symmes Corner, the area near the intersection
of Main Street, Bacon Street and Grove Street. The Symmes family members
were among Winchester's earliest settlers. The Reverend Zachariah Symmes,
minister of the Charlestown Church, received a land grant of roughly 300
acres centered around present-day Symmes Corner. Although the Reverend
himself remained in Charlestown, his sons began farming the Winchester land
soon after 1650, and by 1700 had erected a fulling mill and dye house as well.

The Deacon John Symmes House is the oldest of the extant Symmes family
houses, It was built by Deacon John Symmes circa 1807, in an area of Win-
chester which was then still part of Medford. Deacon John Symmes (1781-1860)
was a son of John Symmes, a local blacksmith and wheelwright and veteran of
the Revolutionary War. The younger John Symmes married Pamela Richardson in
1804, 1In addition to continuing the blacksmith trade, he served as deacon
of the Medford Congregational Church until his death. Pamela operated
Winchester's first formal school in this house.

Symmes opposed the incorporation of the Town of Winchester in 1850,
and refused an appointed to the Board of Selectmen. However, he remained
actlve in the town and church affairs of the city of Medford.

ter his death, the house was inherited by his son Luther and daughter
Mary. The house remalned in the possession of Symmes family members until 1926.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

Deeds

I\.'lap S

History of Winchester, by Henry Chapman.

Files, Winchester Archival Center.

Winchester Star. - . 8/85
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

Other Symmes family houses in W1nchester include the Marshall
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION

PROPERTY Symmes, Deacon John, House
NAME :

MULTIPLE Winchester MRA
NAME :

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex

DATE RECEIVED: 11/19/13 DATE OF PENDING LIST:

DATE OF 16TH DAY: DATE OF 45TH DAY: 1/05/14
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 895000606

NOMINATOR: STATE

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OTHER N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUE N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N

COMMENT WAIVER: N

(/ACCEPT ____RETURN ____REJECT { . 5" / ‘i/ DATE

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS :

Additional Documentation Approved

RECOM. /CRI
REVIEWER A DISCIPLINE
TELEPHONE DATE fe'g* { %

, v
DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attacﬂéd SLR Y/N

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS.



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

September 10, 2013

J. Paul Loether

National Park Service 2280, 8" Floor
National Register of Historic Places
1201 I (eye) Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:

Re: Address changes for properties listed on the NRHP

As we digitize our inventory of historic resources, we are discovering discrepancies in property
addresses due to renumbering, changing the address to a side street that abuts the parcel, or
assigning a precise address where none had existed. In some cases, property owners have notified
us of an incorrect address. We are, therefore, writing to request technical corrections in the
National Register records for the following properties in

Winchester (Middlesex County)

Sanborn House (Aigremont) (NRIND 12/14/1981)<new address is 21 High Street
(formerly 15 High Street) 16425 7 %45

Winchester Town Hall (NRIND 3/31/1983; NRDIS 11/21/1986)—new address is 71
Mount Vernon Street (formerly 71 Mount Auburn Street, which was a typo) %3@'1; J; 2 ? 7

The following were listed on 7/5/1989 as NRIND in the Winchester MRA

Ayer, Thomas Prc_ntiss House— wéw address is 10 Grove Street (formerly 8-10 Grove
Street) g4 Da0

Childs, Webster House— new fdress is 9 Meadoweroft Road (formerly 16A Ginn
Road) g0 643

Gardner, Edward House—gg.w ’r’ess is 0 Gardner Place (formerly 89 Cambridge
Street) LA00DLo5

Mason, John C. House—new ;ldfiyd’s“is 10 Hillside Avenue (formerly 8-10 Hillside
Avenue) 8% 000§ 3ed

Oak Knoll-—new address is 17 Brogks Street (formerly 39 Oak Knoll)

RAIO00Gy 5 2

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state. ma.us/sec/mhc



e Simonds, William House—new gddress is 418-420 Main Street (formerly 420 Main

Street) Bq ms f{-{?

e Symmes, Dea, John House—new address is 212 Main Street (formerly 212-214 Main
street)  BABO GOG

e Wildwood Cemetery— new address is 34 Palmer Street (formerly Wildwood Street). In
addition to being individually listed in 1989 as part of the MRA, the cemetery was
included in the Middlesex Canal Hiyor'wand Archaelological District, listed on

11/19/2009 @ 7l 000 4‘3’%’

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedbe%]

National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

XC: Winchester Historical Commission



National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

PROPERTY Symmes, Deacon John, House
NAME:

MULTIPLE Winchester MRA
NAME:

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex

DATE RECEIVED: 5/22/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST:
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 6/22/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY:

DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:
REFERENCE NUMBER: 89000606
NOMINATOR: STATE

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

6/06/89
7/06/89

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N

REQUEST: N SAMPLE:

COMMENT WAIVER: N

N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL:

DATE 'y, ¢ {00

L ACCEPT  __ RETURN __ REJECT 2?4?/;>7

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

RECOM./CRITERIA
REVIEWER
DISCIPLINE

DATE

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N
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CLASSIFICATION

count resource type

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

FUNCTION

historic current

DESCRIPTION

architectural classification
materials
descriptive text

SIGNIFICANCE
Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below
Specific dates Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

____summary paragraph

____completeness

___clarity

__applicable criteria

___Jjustification of areas checked
___relating significance to the resource
____context

___relationship of integrity to significance
___Justification of exception

___other

BIBLIOGRAPHY

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

acreage verbal boundary description
UTMs boundary justification

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation

OTHER COMMENTS
Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Phone

Signed Date






