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The Daniel How House was built in»1729/by Daniel How, a Portland
hatter who later became a merchant. While it hag interior detail and
the -exterior austerity and proportions of a Coiﬂiial house; the light-

. ness of the iiiterior, the room use, and the chimney arrangement are
Fedgral, making the house transitional between the two periods. The
house has been restored and stands as majestically today as it did when
it was built. High on an embankment on the northwestern side of Dan-
forth Street, it faces' southeast toward the street. Originally the
house overlooked Portland Harbor, but later landfill and construction
has moved the harbor back and blocked it from view.

The brick for the two and a half story house probably came from
a nearby brickyard. A common bond is employed with seven rows of
stretchers between each row of headers. Two brick chimneys are built
into either end wall. The granite on fieldstone foundation enclose
a full basement, forty feet by thirty feet. The gable roof has been
reshingled in asphalt. A one story gable roofed wing extends from
the rear of the house; it is early but probably not original with the
house.

The exterior of the Daniel How House has been restored as closely
as possible to its original appearance. Because the original entrance
had been removed, a sympathetic one has been reconstructed: Pilasters,
supporting a wide entabulature with dentil molding, frame the center
doorway and fanlight above it. The two windows to either side of this
doorway have brownstone lintels. The tops of the five windows on the
second floor above are flush with the eaves. The side and rear win-
dows have no lintels, a brick course continues above the window frame.
All the windows are six over six, new replacements of the original
windows. The windows on the facade are shuttered.

The center hall of the Daniel How House contains a front and rear
stairway, separated on the first floor by a vaulted passageway and on
the second by a fanlighted doorway. On each floor there are two rooms
to either side of the hall, each with its own fireplace. The large
fireplace in the kitchen has a Dutch oven.

With the exception of one mantle, all the original woodwork through-
out the house is intact. It has been scraped down and repainted. Thi
woodwork includes horizontal wainscoting with various moldings in m
of the rooms; enclosures framing the indented windows, many of théf
panelled; and cornice moldings of classical design. The main stk
is particularly handsome: Pilasters mounted in the sloping waitté}
coting beside the stair pair with columns at the foot and head o
rail run of the double stair; the balusters are delicately turn
sawn scroll blocks are mounted at the end of each stair. The r
front room on the first floor is noteworthy for the wave motif o

(See Continuation Sheet)
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7. DESCRIPTION

chair rail and the two keystone arches framing the set back windows to
either side of the fireplace.

The floor to ceiling height of the first floor is ten feet; of the
second floor nine feet six inches. With the large windows, this gives
the whole house a light, airy feeling.

The Daniel How House currently has a combined use. A business
occupies the first floor, two apartments the second floor, and a third
apartment the attic.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Daniel How House is one of the oldest residences on 'The Neck"
in Portland, surviving the Great Fire of 1866. Although used for the
last one hundred years as a tenement, the basic features of the house
have been little altered during its lifetime. The interior woodwork,
remarkable in that it has been preserved throughout the house, is
handsomely detailed and of the finest craftsmanship. It is of light,
elegant design, the most complete remaining example of the work domne
in Portland at the end of the eighteenth century.

The house is interesting because it combines elements of two peri-
ods. While the facade appears Colonial, with a low roof line and paired

windows, the depth of the house and the
spaciousness of the Federal period. On
detailing is used for the woodwork, but
space and emphasis given to circulation

large window size suggest the
the interior, classical colonial
the room use and the generous
are more current with the time

when the house was built. Removed from Boston, Portland was not quick
to adopt current building styles. The How House was one of the last
houses built before the Federal style really took hold in Portland.

The restoration of the Daniel How House was a demonstration project
conducted by Greater Portland Landmarks, Inc. and the Junior League of
Portland, Maine, Inc. The restoration showed the community the feasi-
bility of restoring an old building and a%gpfing it to a comtemporary
use, returning it to the city as a living Ypart of the urban fabric.

For this reason also the Daniel How House is a landmark.

This restoration sparked activity in the neighborhood around the
Daniel How House. Many other buildings have been and are being restored.
Abutting the Daniel How House property from Pleasant Street on the
northwest are the Joseph How House, 1818, a three and a half story dou-
ble brick house built for a son of Daniel How, and the John How House,
1817, a two and a half story brick town house built for another’ son.
Nearby are several brick Greek Revival residences. This historic resi-
dential area is an asset to Portland.
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booklet published by Greater Portland
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