Form No 10-300 (Rev 10-74)

UNITEDSTATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DAIA SH

FOR NPS USE ONLY

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY --NOMINATION FORM

RECEIVED DEC 12 196

3BTI

DATE ENTERED

SEE INSTRUCTIONSINA/0O WrO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

| NAME
HISTORIC state Arnory
AND/OR COMMON
Same
LOCATION
SIREETS NUVBER 29 Howard street
CITY, TOWN
Springfield VICINITY OF
STATE CODE
Massachusetts 025
CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS
_DISTRICT X.PUBLIC A-OCCUPIED
J?BUILDING(S) —PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED
—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE
—OBJECT —IN PROCESS X_YES: RESTRICTED
— BEING CONSIDERED — YES: UNRESTRICTED
_NoO
HOWNER OF PROPERTY
NI Commonwealth of Massachusetts
STREET & NUMBER
State House
CITY, TOWN
Boston VICINITY OF
OLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE,
REASIRY OF DEHEDSEIC Registry of Deeds
STREETS NUMBER
Hampden County Courthouse
arTy, TOMWN

Springfield

O REPRESENTATION INEXISTING SURVEYS

-NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

2nd
COUNTY CODE
Hampden 013

PRESENT USE
—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
—COMMERCIAL —PARK
—EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—ENTERTAINMENT ~ —RELIGIOUS

—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC

—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION

AMILITARY KTHER Community
STATE

M assachusetts 02133

STATE
M assachusetts

ANt Inventory of the Historic Assets of the Commonwealth

DATE
1975 —FDERAL X STATE __QOUNTY —LOCAL
DECSTCRY KR
SRE REOORDS Massachusetts Historical Commission
dTyY, TOWN STATE

Boston

M assachusetts



[DESCRIPTION

GCONDI TI N GEKO\E GEXK O\
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED J?0RIGINAL SITE
2_GOOD —RUINS 3CALTERED —MOVED DATE.
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The State Armory i nSpringfield i slocated on Howard Street, just off Main
Street, and extends through theblock t oUnion Street. 1| n 1895, when t he
Amory was built, Howard Street still consisted almost entirely of brick
and wood frame Greek Revival residences. St. Joseph's Church was at the
opposite end of t heblock. However, within three years abrick, four-story
apartment building went up less than twenty feet east of theArnmory, and
within fifteen years another four-story apartment building was erected |ess
than twenty feet west of theArnory. Further replacement of the earlier
structures was brought about byt heconstruction of anelementary school
just east of thechurch andtheYWCAdirectly across thestreet fromthe
Arnory. Today there remains but a single remnder of Howard Street's resi-
dential past.

Certainly thedom nant feature of Howard Street i sthebold andtowering
figure of theArnmory head house. This section of thebuilding i s constructed
of granite blocks with brick and brownstone enbellishments. All of the

wi ndows ar e arched over or encircled with brick, asi sthe crenellated
parapet which connects thetwo front towers. Each tower i stopped with

a crenellated brick battlement. Thenortheast tower rises sixty feet above
the ground and has thestate coat of arns framed in brownstone onthethird
floor level. Each of theother towers i sfifty feet tall. Theentrancei s
finished off inbrick with two side towers, each fifteen feet high, connected
by a parapet of thesane crenellated design asthat connecting thetwo |arger
front towers. All interior finish i si n ash.

The attached drill shed originally had dimensions of 75 feet by 144 feet.
It i sof brick construction with brownstone trimand has a slate roof
supported by iron framework.

The only major alterationtotheArnmory occurred i n1914-1915 when t he head
house and drill shed were each increased fifty percent in depth with consistent
desi gn.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The State Armory was Springfield's first building erected for the local
volunteer militia, and i sa fine exanple of thework of Boston architects
Robert Wait and Amos Cutting.

As reported i ntheSpringfield Republican of Decenber 28, 1895, t heState
Arnory was over a year i nconstruction. |tsarchitects Wait and Cutting
desi gned a nunber of state armories and county courthouses i nthe eastern
part of thestate during thelate 19th century. The supervising architects,
the firm of Gardner, Pyne and Gardner, were |ocal nen whose senior partner,
Eugene C Gardner, was well known nationally for his many books on domestic
architecture, as well as theart of building schools and churches. Locally
the firms work spanned thefull spectr\am of building, and included parts of
Mattoon Street's rowhousing (National Register district), theJd. H Appleton
hone on Maple Street, theHotel Worthy, Faith Church, Technical High School
and t he YMOA conplex across thestreet fromtheArnory.

Today t he Arnmory remains one of thenost distinct and outstanding features
of thearea. Wth itslarge mass set squarely on thestreet andits massive
towers |oomng over nearby buildings, it domnates thearea and contrasts
sharply with its surroundings.

West ern Massachusetts volunteers first marched fromthe portal sof the Arnory
for mlitaryserviceduringthe Cuban canpaignin 1898. At present the

bui | di ng serves as headquarters for all National GuardunTts in western
Massachusetts. ~ ~~~

In addition toits mlitary functions, "the armory floor furnishedthe
| argest available space for social functions, fairs, and expositionsi n

the City, and many of the nost brilliant social events i nthehistory of
Springfield were staged i ntheolddrill shed.” I ntimes of flood or fire
the spacious drill hall has served thehoneless well. Currently theArnory

is serving as a community center for South End area residents.

1

Dedicatorial of Enlarged and Renodel ed State Armory, Springfield, Massachusetts.
May 21, 1915.
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