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[DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED J?ORIGINAL SITE 

?_GOOD —RUINS 3CALTERED —MOVED DATE. 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The State Armory i n Springfield i s located on Howard Street, j u s t o f f Main 
Street, and extends through the block t o Union Street. I n 1895, when the 
Amory was b u i l t , Howard Street s t i l l consisted almost e n t i r e l y of brick 
and wood frame Greek Revival residences. St. Joseph's Church was at the 
opposite end of the block. However, within three years a br i c k , four-story 
apartment building went up less than twenty feet east of the Armory, and 
wit h i n f i f t e e n years another four-story apartment building was erected less 
than twenty feet west of the Armory. Further replacement of the e a r l i e r 
structures was brought about by the construction of an elementary school 
j u s t east of the church and the YMCA d i r e c t l y across the street from the 
Armory. Today there remains but a single reminder of Howard Street's r e s i ­
d e n t i a l past. 

Certainly the dominant feature of Howard Street i s the bold and towering 
figure o.f the Armory head house. This section of the building i s constructed 
of granite blocks with brick and brownstone embellishments. A l l of the 
windows are arched over or encircled with b r i c k , as i s the crenellated 
parapet which connects the two f r o n t towers. Each tower i s topped with 
a crenellated brick battlement. The northeast tower rises s i x t y feet above 
the ground and has the state coat of arms framed i n brownstone on the t h i r d 
f loor l e v e l . Each of the other towers i s f i f t y feet t a l l . The entrance i s 
finished o f f i n b r i c k with two side towers, each f i f t e e n feet high, connected 
by a parapet of the same crenellated design as that connecting the two larger 
f r o n t towers. A l l i n t e r i o r f i n i s h i s i n ash. 

The attached d r i l l shed o r i g i n a l l y had dimensions of 75 feet by 144 feet. 
I t i s of b r i c k construction with brownstone t r i m and has a slate roof 
supported by iron framework. 

The only major a l t e r a t i o n to the Armory occurred i n 1914-1915 when the head 
house and d r i l l shed were each increased f i f t y percent i n depth with consistent 
design. 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1 8 9 5 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Robert Wait and Amos Cutting 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The State Armory was Springfield's f i r s t building erected f o r the loc a l 
volunteer m i l i t i a , and i s a fine example of the work of Boston architects 
Robert Wait and Amos Cutting. 

As reported i n the Springfield Republican of December 28, 1895, the State 
Armory was over a year i n construction. I t s architects Wait and Cutting 
designed a number of state armories and county courthouses i n the eastern 
part of the state during the late 19th century. The supervising architects, 
the f i r m of Gardner, Pyne and Gardner, were l o c a l men whose senior partner, 
Eugene C. Gardner, was w e l l known nationally for his many books on domestic 
architecture, as w e l l as the a r t of building schools and churches. Locally 
the firm's work spanned the f u l l spectr\am of bu i l d i n g , and included parts of 
Mattoon Street's row housing (National Register d i s t r i c t ) , the J. H. Appleton 
home on Maple Street, the Hotel Worthy, Faith Church, Technical High School 
and the YMCA complex across the street from the Armory. 

Today the Armory remains one of the most d i s t i n c t and outstanding features 
of the area. With i t s large mass set squarely on the street and i t s massive 
towers looming over nearby buildings, i t dominates the area and contrasts 
sharply with i t s surroundings. 

Western Massachusetts volunteers first marched from the portals of the Armory 
for military service during the Cuban campaign in 1898. At present the 
building serves as headquarters for all National Guard unTts in western 
Massachusetts. ~ ~~~ 

I n addition to i t s m i l i t a r y functions, "the armory f l o o r furnished the 
largest available space for social functions, f a i r s , and expositions i n 
the City, and many of the most b r i l l i a n t social events i n the history of 
Springfield were staged i n the old d r i l l shed." I n times of flood or f i r e 
the spacious d r i l l h a l l has served the homeless w e l l . Currently the Armory 
i s serving as a community center f o r South End area residents. 

1 
Dedicatorial of Enlarged and Remodeled State Armory, Springfield, Massachusetts. 

May 21, 1915. 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 
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Date Entered MAY 3 197§ 
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Regional Director, North Atlantic 
Region 

PR MOTTrdjb 5/5/76 

State Bleterie Preservation Officer 
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OMB Approval No. 2 9 - R 0 2 i a 

FEDERAL ASSISTANCE 

»• JpPE Q PREAPPLICATION 
ACTION [21 APPLICATION 

(Morfc op- 1-1 NOTIFICATION OF INTENT (Opt) 
propnat6 *—• 

box) • REPORT OF FEDER-AL ACTION 

2. APPLI­

CANT'S 

APPLI­

CATION 

NUMBER 

802 
b. DATE 

3. STATE 
APPLICA­
TION 
IDENTI­
FIER 

NUMBER 

77060882 
b. DATE 

ASSIGNED 

Ytar month day 

19 77 07 29 
Leave 
Blanle 

4 . LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 

• . Appllunt Namt : 

b. Orginizttion Unit : 

t . StrMt/P.O. Box 

d. CHir 

f. SUto 

k. Contact Person (Noma 

&. tetephona No.) : 

Conmonwealth of Massachusetts 
Massachusetts Histor ical Coninission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston •. County : Suffolk 
Massachusetts g. ZIP CO<I»: 02108 
Patricia L. Weslowski, S.H.P.O. 
(617) 727-8470 

7. TITLE AND DESCRIF f lON CF APPLICANT'S PROJECT 

State Armory Development Project, Springfield, 
H;qTnnĉ lm CountV  

The State Armory was Springfield's f i r s t bmlding  
erected for local volunteer m i l i t i a and stands as  
a f ine exanple of the work of Boston architects  
Robert Wait and Amos Culting. The project objective  
is preservation. The property w i l l be losed as a  
community center. 

5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO. 

046-002-284 

PRO­
GRAM 

(From 
Federal 
Catalog) 

$. NUMBER 1151*191 01 41 
b. TITLE 

Historic Preservation 

8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 
A-State 
B-tntentsts 
C-Siibstala 

District 
D-Coun^r 
E-City 
F-School Dijtrlct 
G-Specill Purpos* 

District 

H-Comnunity Action Atency 
I- Higher Eiiucaticiial Institution 
}- Indian Tribe 
K-Oth«r (Specify): 

Enter appropriate letter 

9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE 
A-Basic Grant D-lnsurance 
B-Supplenien!tl Grant E-Othcr 
C-Loan 

Enter appro-
priate letter(a) 

10. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT (Names of cUiea, eouHtiea, 
Statea, ate.) 

Comnonwealth of Massachusetts 

11. ESTIMATED NUM­
BER OF PERSONS 
BENEFITING 

5.7 m i l l i o n 

12. TYPE OF APPLICATION 
A-Ncw C-Revision E-Augmentation 
B-Ronewal D-Continuation i — i 

Enter appropriate letter At 

13. PROPOSED FUNDING 14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS O r : 

a. FEDERAL 

b. APPLICANT 

e. STATE 

t . LOCAL 

15.000 .03 
16.680 .00 

.00 

.00 

a. APPLICANT 

9 
15. PROJECT START 

DATE i^r.th d(^ 

b. PROJECT 

2 
17. PROJECT 

DURATION 

40 Month* 

15. TYPE OF CHANGE (For lie or Ita) 
A-lncreass Dollars F-Ot!ier (Specify): 
B-Deciease Dollars M/A 
C-lnctease Duration v i / i \ 
D-Cecrease Duration 
E-Cancallation 

Enter appro-
priate letter(t) 

a. OTHER .00 

TOTAL 31.680 .00 

18. ESTIMATED DATE TO 
BE SUBMITTED TO 
FEDERAL A G E N C Y • 

Year month day 

19 78 8 14 
19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST (Name, City, State. ZIP e o < t « ) W a s h i n g t o n D . C . 2 0 2 4 0 

Dept. of the In ter ior , Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service 
2 1 . REMARKS ADDED  

• Y M • N O 

22. 

THE 

APPLICANT 
CERTIFIES 
T H A T > -

a. To tha best of rny hncwledje end boliaf, 
data in this preapplicat.'cn/applicstion are 
true and correct, tha document has been 
dj iy authorized by the governing body of 
th* applicant and th* applicant wil l comply 
with t!)a attached assurances if th * tssist-
anc* is approvad. 

b. If required by OMB Circular A-95 this application was submitted, pursuant to in-
structicns th*rein, to appropriate clearinghouses and all responses are attached: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Office of State Planning 

No re-
aponae 

• 
• 
• 

RcMponae 
attached 

• 
• 

23. 
CERTIFYING 
REPRE­
SENTATIVE 

a. TYPED NAME AND TITLE 

Patricia L. Weslowski, S.H.P.O 
and Acting Executive Director 

b. SIGNATURE c DATE SIGNED 
I'eur nionCA day 

"78 8 14 
24. AGENCY NAME 

Department of the I n t e r i o r 
25. APPLICA- year month day 

RECEIVED 19 7 8 - 8 - 3 0 

26. ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT Heritage  
Conservation and Recreation Service 

27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE Grants 
A d m i n i . s t r a t i o n n i v i s i n n 

28 . FEDERAL APPLICATION 
IDENTIFICATION 

29 . ADDRESS 

Washington, D. C. 20240 
30 . FEDERAL GRANT 

IDENTIFICATION 25-8B64 

cog 

31. ACTION TAKEN 

I . AWARDED 

• b. REJECTED 

• e. RETURNED FOR 

AMENDMENT 

• d . DEFERRED 

• • . WITHDRAWN 

32 . FUNDING 

a. FEDERAL 

b. APPLICANT 

c. STATE 

d. LOCAL 

*. OTHER 

f. TOTAL 

$ 15,000 .00 

l6,68o •00 

.00 

$ 3 1 680 

•00 

.00 

•00 

33. ACTION DATE t>-

Ytar montA day 

19 78-9-18 
34. year montA day 
STARTING -7 0 Q 1 
DATE 19 / O y i 

35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA­
TION (Name and telephone number) 

Stephen D. Newman 
202-523-5472 

36. year month day 

,9 80 9 30 
37. REMARKS ADDED 

• Yes ^No 

38. 

FEDERAL AGENCY 
A - « 5 ACTION 

a. In taking abov* action, any comnienta received from clearinghouses ktre con­
sidered. If leency response is due under provisions ot Part 1, OlilB Circular A-9S, 
It has been or is being mad*. 

FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFFICIAL 
(Name and telephone no.) 

Same as #35 

424-101 STANDARD FORM 424 PAGE 1 (10-75) 
Pr*$ertb$d by GSA, Federal ilanagment Circular 7i-T 



SECk'ION IV-REMARKS '(Please reference the proper item number from Sections I, II or III, if applica,ble) 

Section 1 - Item 16 

The project start date reflects the date that the Massachusetts Historical Coirtnission 
requested grantee to prepare plans and specifications for project initiation. 
No construction work has been or w i l l be undertaken prior to project approval date. 

STANDARD FORM 424 PAGE 2 (10-75) 
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