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A geodetic monument marks the exact site of the 1882 St. Thomas observations
of the transit of Venus. The monument is a 13.5' high oblisk with a pyramid
cap constructed of rubble masonry covered with a fine sand stucco. The
original instrument station , a 31' x 29.5" marble tablet with four stabilizjng
holes, has been placed on the north face of the oblisk and contains the
following inscriptions:

Passagem de Venus
Dezembro 6 the 1882
Commissao Brazileria
Barao the Teffe
Calheiros da Graca
Indio do Brazil
Late 18° - 21" - 3" p
Longe 21° =~ 45' -~ 37" 0
(Rio de Janeiro)
JAH Schlesinger
St. Thomas, D.W.I,

The original site, a cleared eminence was modified during World War | to
accommodate a gun mount. Later the site was lncorporated into the south
terrace of a residence. The oblisk is well maintained, in excellent condition
with the exception of a few small Portland cement patches.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The site is significant as the location of a major astronomical station
used during the 1882 international observations of the transit of Venus. A
transit of Venus occurs when the planet passes in front of the sun's disk and
is visible as a small dark spot in front of the sun. Transits of Venus
occurred in 1761, 1769, 1874, and 1882. The next transits of Venus will occur
in 2004 and 2012, Transits of Venus have been used to fix geographic positions
and in attempts to determine solar parallax or what is equivalent the mean
distance between the earth and the sun.

The 1882 Brazilian expedition to St. Thomas was one of a coordinated
international effort that had begun during the 1872 transit. The Brazilians
established their station of the heights above Charlotte Amalie with an
exceptional field of view. OQbservations and calculations were accomplished
by Barao de Teffe, Captain Francisco Calheiros da Graca, and Lieutenant
Arthur Indio do Brasil., A definite report of the expedition and its results
was compiled and published by the Imperial. Observatory of Rio do Janeiro in 1887.
Because of its importance the specific site of the observation was marked by
a masonry oblisk,
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The site is located at the above referenced coordinate on a small eminence
807 feet high, immediately north of Charlotte Amalie in Estate Mafolie

on what is now the south terrace of a residence. The overall site is

20' x 2-' square.
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