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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area.(Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). • •, t., v • 

The Foster Spinning M i l l of 1916 was the l a s t new t e x t i l e complex to be established 
i n F a l l River. Although not a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y d i s t i n c t i v e , i t i s a s o l i d l y constructed 
and largely i n t a c t example of early 20th century m i l l design. The s i t e i n the 
northern section of the c i t y i s part of a heavily i n d u s t r i a l area convenient to r a i l ­
road lines and water transportation via the Taunton River. Typical of the period are 
the low, 2-story scale, wide proportions (134* X 286"), large T-cross sash (2/10) and 
use of brick as the main material. The wide cornice i s supported on cantilever 
brackets, and the brick piers curve at the corners and project s l i g h t l y from the 
window bays. The piers are similar t o those i n the Pilgrim complex of 1911, which 
was b u i l t by the same contractor, Beattie and Cornell. A l l the o r i g i n a l buildings 
i n t h i s small complex are s t i l l i n place, i . e . , the main m i l l , attached b o i l e r house, 
chimney and wooden storehouse. , 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t , ' 
and how i t affected community; be specific). ' , ' ' >• , ' 

The Foster Spinning Company, incorporated i n 1916, was the l a s t new t e x t i l e company 
in F a l l River t o construct a large m i l l . Although t h i s post-World War I period of , 
r i s i n g demand and i n f l a t i o n had brought prosperity to F a l l River, i t was apparent 
to many that the c i t y ' s dominance of the t e x t i l e market was over. Despite huge f^ 
p r o f i t s often earned during those years, l i t t l e new building or investment i n 
machinery was taking place. The new plant, o r i g i n a l l y only 13,312 spindles, was 
erected to specialize i n supplying f i n e yarn t o the m i l l s . I t was located adjoining 
the large Sagamore complex and was backed by the loc a l Brayton i n t e r e s t s . Francis 
A. Foster was the f i r s t president and James A. Burke, Jr. the f i r s t treasurer. The 
company was capi t a l i z e d at $300,000, I n 1920 the capacity had increased to 25,000 
spindles. Perhaps because of i t s modern plant and location near several large m i l l s , 
the company remained i n business u n t i l 1952. At that time i t was bought by the 
Sagamore Manufacturing Company which went out of business i n the mid-1960's. I t i s 
presently used by a f l o r i s t supplier. •• . . 

As the last new textile complex to be established in the city, the Foster Spinning 
Mill i s an intact exairple of 20th century brick m i l l construction that neets 
Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places individually. 
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