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ARCH TECTURAL 9 QN H CANCE of area. (Describe physi cal settlng general character,

and architecturally significant structures). o e, ., Ve

The Foster Spinning Mill of 1916 was thelast newtextile conplex t obeestablished
in Fall River. Although not architecturally distinctive, i ti sasolidly constructed
and largely intact exanple of early 20th century mill design. Thesite in the

northern sectionof thecity i s part of aheavily industrial area convenient torail-
road lines andwater transportation viatheTaunton River. Typical of theperiod are
the low, 2-story scale, wide proportions (134* X 286"), large T-cross sash (2/10) and
use of brick as themin material. Thew de cornice i ssupported on cantilever
brackets, andthebrick piers curve at thecorners andproject slightly fromt he

wi ndow bays. Thepiers aresimlar tothose i nthePilgrim conplex of 1911, which
was built by thesame contractor, Beattie andCornell. All theoriginal buildings

in this small conplex arestill i nplace, i.e.,theminmill, attached boiler house,
chi mey and wooden storehouse.

HSTGRCAL S AN H CANCE of area. (Explaindevel oprment of area, what causedi t ,

and howit affected community; be specific). : > ,
The Foster Spinning Conpany, incorporatedi nl1916, was t helast newtextile conpany
in Fall River t oconstruct alargemill. Although this post-World \War | period of
rising demand andinflation hadbrought prosperity t o Fall River, i t was apparent
to many that thecity's domnance of thetextile market was over. Despite huge A
profits often earned during those years, little newhbuilding or investmenti n

machi nery was taking place. The newplant, originally only 13,312 spindles, was
erected t ospecialize i nsupplying fine yarn t othemills. | twas |ocated adjoining

the |arge Saganore conpl ex andwas backed by t helocal Brayton interests. Francis
A Foster was thefirst president andJanes A Burke, Jr. thefirst treasurer. The
conpany was capitalized at $300,000, |1 n1920t hecapacity hadincreased t o 25,000
spindles. Perhaps because of i t s nodern plant andlocation near several large mlls,

the conpany renmained i nbusiness until 1952. At that time i t was bought by the
Saganore Manufacturing Conpany which went out of business i nthenmd-1960's. |t i s
presently used by a florist supplier. o .
As the [ast newtextile conplex to beestablishedinthe city, the Foster Spinning
Mill isanintact exairple of 20th century brick mill construction that neets
Criteria Aand Cof the Nat i onal Register of Historic Places |nd|V|dua|Iy
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1920 Corporate Millyard Plans ' -
Phillip's History of Fall River, Fasciclel |, p. 133.
American Wol and Cotton Reporter, 1920 . - * ¥
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