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. ARHTET R SONHCANE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

The Fall River Bleachery is locatedi n the southern sectionof the city on what

was originally anore than 50-acre site just west of South Watuppa Pond. The

conpl ex has lost nost of i tsvisual distinctiveness because of 20th century changes,
but i s of architectural inmportance because of it sunique function and the technol ogy
enployed i n constructionof the water supply system The site retains an al nmost
rural quality andrelationship with the water sources which were the principal

reason for locating here. The buildings aresurrounded on two sides by the bleachery

M ponds, which i n the 1870's were fed by Sucker Brook and another spring-fed stream
Sucker Brook was chosen because i t flowed at a steady rate from Stafford Pond, which
had the purest water inthe Fall River area. The main building was constructed
shortly after the conpany's founding i n1872 from general plans drawn by Spencer
Borden, the organizer andfirst treasurer. M. Walter J. Paine served as t he
architect, with masonry work done by Slade W Earle and carpentry and joinery by
Obadi ah Pierce. Granite was quarriedonthe site. A level was determined for the
ponds, which hadt obe created, and t hesite for the bleachery (GONTI NNED

HSTGR AL SGNH CANE of area. (Explaindevel opnent of area, what caused it, e
and howit affected conmunity; be specific). .

The Fall River Bleachery is historically significant as thefirst i n the city YX
to undertake this specialized task. The conpany was organi zed i n1872 during a *
remar kabl e two-year period of growth which sawthe establishment of 15 new
corporations and 20 newmills. The founder, M. Spencer Borden, was t he son

of a prominent local mll entrepreneur, Jefferson Borden. He was well-trained

in thescientific andtechnical branches of manufacturing, having spent twoyears "e-e
in the dye and col or department of the American Print Wrks and several years
studying applied chemstry andtextile arts i n London and Paris. Borden's plan

for ableachery was enthusiastically received by local manufacturers. A 25-acre
site along Sucker Brook, called the Howard Farm was chosen because of the purity
of thespring-fedstreams. Additional |and was |ater purchased until the bleachery
secured the whole valley along Sucker Brook from the |ower side of the Job Estes
privilege nearly t oSouth Watuppa Lake. The conpany was capitalized at $250, 000
and stock sold quickly, rising invalue t o$110 before the mill was even begun.
Jefferson Borden was chosen first president and Spencer Borden first agent and
treasurer. The bleachery was bhuilt with twelve kiers, or a capacity of 12-13 tons
per day, andall the machinery was described as t helatest and nost desirable. The
capacity increased t 050 tons by 1920. The corporationwas liquidated in 1938 and
the buildings arepresentlyinlight industrial use.

*
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was excavated 13 feet below this point t oallowwater tofall into the machinery

wi thout punping. Two separate ponds of five acres each were raised. Contenporary
accounts describe a very el aborate system of dans, pipes andfilters which insured
that all water entering the mill, besides being of natural purity, was filtered
through two courses of brick and six inches of fine gravel or charcoal. The Barlow
Insurance Plan of 1876 shows that, by that date, the conplex hadfive granite buildings:
a 215-story bleachery, measuring 150" X 70', a one-story kier house, |”s-story cloth
house, engine house andboiler house, as well as twolong, | ow wooden drying sheds for
hanging cloth, O these all that remains is the bleachery andboiler room and t he
former has been altered by the removal of the gable roof andaddition of athird story
and slightly pitchedroof. A nunmber of undistinguishedlater buildings also stand on
the property. )

The Fall River Bl eacher{, the first mll carpany i nFall River formed t o undertake /
the the specialized task of bl eachingderivesits lirpoirtance fronits unique function
and technol ogy enpl oyed i nconstruction of its water supply systemand neets Criteria
A and Cof the National Register of Historic Places.
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A. HH LEEMING & SONS,

architectural  woodwork by craftsmen n 1)
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- Oct ober 18, 1982

Massachusetts Historical Coinm ssion

294 \Washington St.

Boston, M. 02108

Att: Patricia S Weslowski, Exec. Dir.

Re: Fall River Bleachery
Dear Ms. Wesl owski :

| aminreceipt of your notification that our propertyi s
located i ntheFall River Multiple Resource Area. .

After research and analysis of theimplications of our
property being elected totheNational Register, we herewith
object tothelisting. . U*

Pl ease acknow edge at your convenience.
Very truly yours,
AH Loomng & Sons, | nc

/,./
JI il <e (o0 i'yr'

EH_: gn El dredge H Leem ng

a I I member architectural woodwork institute



