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. ARCHITECrURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 

. The F a l l River Bleachery i s located i n the southern section of the c i t y on what 
was o r i g i n a l l y a more than 50-acre s i t e j u s t west of South Watuppa Pond. The 
complex has l o s t most of i t s v i s u a l distinctiveness because of 20th century changes, 
but i s of ar c h i t e c t u r a l importance because of i t s unique function and the technology 
employed i n construction of the water supply system. The s i t e retains an almost 
r u r a l q u a l i t y and rel a t i o n s h i p w i t h the water sources which were the p r i n c i p a l 
reason for locating here. The buildings are surrounded on two sides by the bleachery 

,̂ ponds, which i n the 1870's were fed by Sucker Brook and another spring-fed stream. 
Sucker Brook was chosen because i t flowed at a steady rate from Stafford Pond, which 
had the purest water i n the F a l l River area. The main building was constructed 
shortly a f t e r the company's founding i n 1872 from general plans drawn by Spencer 
Borden, the organizer and f i r s t treasurer. Mr. Walter J. Paine served as the 
archit e c t , with masonry work done by Slade W. Earle and carpentry and joinery by 
Obadiah Pierce. Granite was quarried on the s i t e . A l e v e l was determined for the 
ponds, which had to be created, and the s i t e f o r the bleachery (CONTINUED) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t , • 
and how i t affected community; be specific). • 
The F a l l River Bleachery i s h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t as the f i r s t i n the c i t y Yx 
to undertake t h i s specialized task. The company was organized i n 1872 during a *" 
remarkable two-year period of growth which saw the establishment of 15 new 
corporations and 20 new m i l l s . The founder, Mr. Spencer Borden, was the son 
of a prominent l o c a l m i l l entrepreneur, Jefferson Borden. He was well-trained 
i n the s c i e n t i f i c and technical branches o f manufacturing, having spent two years '''.•-• 
i n the dye and color department of the American P r i n t Works and several years 
studying applied chemistry and t e x t i l e arts i n London and Paris. Borden's plan 

, f o r a bleachery was enthus i a s t i c a l l y received by l o c a l manufacturers. A 25-acre 
s i t e along Sucker Brook, called the Howard Farm, was chosen because of the p u r i t y ' 
of the spring-fed streams. Additional land was l a t e r purchased u n t i l the bleachery 
secured the whole valley along Sucker Brook from the lower side of the Job Estes 
p r i v i l e g e nearly to South Watuppa Lake. The company was capitalized at $250,000 * 
and stock sold quickly, r i s i n g i n value to $110 before the m i l l was even begun. ' ' 
Jefferson Borden was chosen f i r s t president and Spencer Borden f i r s t agent and 
treasurer. The bleachery was b u i l t w i t h twelve k i e r s , or a capacity of 12-13 tons 
per day, and a l l the machinery was described as the l a t e s t and most desirable. The 
capacity increased t o 50 tons by 1920. The corporation was liquidated i n 1938 and 
the buildings are presently i n l i g h t i n d u s t r i a l use. 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continuation) " fyY''\ 

was excavated 13 feet below t h i s point to allow water to f a l l i n t o the machinery 
without pumping. Two separate ponds of f i v e acres each were raised. Contemporary 
accounts describe a very elaborate system of dams, pipes and f i l t e r s which insured 
that a l l water entering the m i l l , besides being of natural p u r i t y , was f i l t e r e d 
through two courses of brick and six inches of f i n e gravel or charcoal. The Barlow 
Insurance Plan of 1876 shows th a t , by that date, the complex had f i v e granite buildings: 
a 215-story bleachery, measuring 150' X 70', a one-story k i e r house, l^s-story c l o t h 
house, engine house and b o i l e r house, as well as two long, low wooden drying sheds fo r 
hanging cloth„ Of these a l l that remains i s the bleachery and b o i l e r room, and the 
former has been altered by the removal of the gable roof and addition of a t h i r d story 
and s l i g h t l y pitched roof. A number of undistinguished l a t e r buildings also stand on 

1 
the property. 

The Fall River Bleachery, the f i r s t m i l l carpany in Fall River formed to undertake / 
the the specialized task of bleaching derives i t s lirpoirtance fron i t s unique function 
and technology employed in construction of i t s water supply system and meets Criteria 
A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

.A-
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\ f •̂" -•' - ' ^ \:-̂ "'̂ ' '̂A- ''-A" --'A.:.'Y '̂ -AA-..'̂ -̂ MASS. HIST, GOMM̂  
- October 18, 1982 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Coinmission . 
294 Washington St. 
Boston, Ma. 02108 
A t t : P a t r i c i a S. Weslowski, Exec. Dir. 

Re: F a l l River Bleachery 

Dear Ms. Weslowski: 

I am i n receipt of your n o t i f i c a t i o n that our property i s 
located i n the F a l l River Mult i p l e Resource Area. • 

After research and analysis of the implications of our 
property being elected to the National Register, we herewith 
object to the l i s t i n g . . U;* 

Please acknowledge at your convenience. 

Very t r u l y yours, 

A.H. Looming & Sons, Inc 

/,./ 
J / : I < • (• • i / 

.yr. 
EHL:gn Eldredge H. Leeming 

-•.4;: 

an member architectural woodwork institute 


