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* The structure is a two-story house consisting of ten rooms 
on the first floor and four rooms on the second floor. European 
artisans, probably French, built the house in 1880. Although 
of adobe construction, the exterior doors and windows are 
territorial in design. The interior contains much of the 
original carpenter-style woodwork. Originally, a portal was on 
the west side of the building. However, the Spitz family took 
down the portal and sealed several fireplaces. The present 
owners have reopened these fireplaces so that the present build 
ing is substantially as originally constructed. Presently, the 
building is being used as a dental office and various legal 
offices. The condition of the building is excellent.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The first record of sale of the property on which this 
house is located is November 5, 1879. At this time, Dolores 
Perea de Connelly, widow of Civil War governor Henry Connelly, 
sold a piece of land to Lehman Spiegelberg/ The land was 
described as bounded on the north and west by "a portion of the 
pasture commonly called La Cienega," on the east by Kentucky 
Avenue (later Bartlett, now Castillo Street) and on the south 
by Palace Avenue. On November 1, 1880, Lehman Spiegelberg 
quitclaimed the property to his brother, Willi. The Spiegel- 
bergs were members of an influential Jewish mercantile family, 
the first of whom, Solomon Jacob, came to New Mexico as a < - •-? 
sutler with the forces of Col. Sterling Price during the U.S. 
occupation in the late summer of 1846. He was later joined by 
his four brothers, the youngest of whom was Willi. The 
Spiegelberg brothers were prominent in both economic and 
political affairs of New Mexico throughout the latter half of 
the 19th century.

n 1880, this house was built for Willi Spiegelberg and 
his wife, Flora, by European artisans who came to New Mexico 
because of the extensive building program of French-born 
Archbishop John B. Lamy.\ The names of the builders are, 
however, unknown. Although of adobe construction, the exterior 
of the house is European in appearance, except for the windows 
and doors which are of typical territorial design. Shallow 
fireplaces intended for coal burning rather than for wood were 
placed in most of the rooms. On September 23 of 1880, The 
Santa Fe New Mexican reported that the WiTli Spiegelberg home 
on Palace was the first house to have gas pipes installed. 
The Spiegelbergs, known for their hospitality, maintained this 
building as their home until they decided to leave New Mexico 
in 1888. On August 1 of the same year, the house was sold to 
Mrs. Teresa Symington-^widow of Dr. John Symington, well-known 
political figure and T.and speculator. On March 23, 1900, Mrs. 
Symington conveyed the house and property to another well-known 
Jewish merchant family, Solomon and Emilie Spits^ The property 
was the family home of the Spitz family until it was sold to 
Dr. and Mrs. Edward S. Cook in 1963.
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Beginning at a point marked X chiselled in a 
paving tile at the corner of a wall on the north 
west ̂ corner of East Palace Avenue and North 
Castillo Street (formerly known as Kentucky 
Avenue) in said City of Santa Fe from which the 
center of the first sanitary sewer manhole in 
East Palace Avenue easterly from the intersection 
of said Avenue and North Castillo Street bears 
S. 48° 35 f E. 61.5 feet distant; thence from the 
point of beginning N. 3° 25 J E. along the westerly 
side of the sidewalk on the westerly side of North 
Castillo Street 218.5 feet to a point marked by an 
iron pipe, the northeast corner of this property; 
thence N. 82° 55• W. 103.5 feet to.a point marked 
by an iron pipe in the northwest corner of this 
property; thence S. 11°52 I W. 198.5 feet to a 
point on the northerly side of said East Palace 
Avenue from which the center of the first sanitary 
sewer manhole West of said street intersection bears 
S. 21° 22' W. 24.2 feet distant and thence S. 74° 20 1 
E. 135.6 feet to the point and .place of beginning.

All as shown upon a map entitled "Plat Showing Survey 
of Property For Bernard Spitz 237 East Palace Avenue 
Lot 1, Block 43, Kings Map Santa Fe New Mexico Scale 
1" 20 Feet" dated 2 July 1963> numbered S-142 A-l 
by Samuel P. Davalos.
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