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1. Name of Prnparty 

historic name. River Road - Cro.ss Street Historic District 

other names/site number, 

2. Location 

street & number Cross, Prospect Streets, River, Salem Roads • not for publication 

city or town_ Topsfield [2 vicinity 

state Massachusetts . code_MA_ county. E.s.sex . code 009 zip code 01983 

,3. Statfi/Ffitjfiral Agftntiy Certification 
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this Bliominatlon 
• request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Histojie^^laces and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
iSKfieets • does not meet the/National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
• nationally • statgwide l>locally. ( • See continuation sheet for additional comments.) ^ 

yicLh'cf^ &j^yf^ 0^^. ^ ij^i/as' 
u nationally u siajgwiae ujnocaiiy. (u ; 

Signature ofVaertifying official/Title Car4/I Signature of^ertifying official/Title Car^i^Metz, Executive Director ' 
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer 

Date T 

state or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property • meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. ( • See continuation sheet for additional Comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

7^ 4. National Park S e r v i c e Certif ination 
Signal j r /o f the l^eper hergOy certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register 
• See continuation sheet. 

• determined eligible for the 
National Register 

• See continuation sheet. 
• determined not eligible for the 

National Register 
• removed from the 

National Register 
• other (explain): 

r>6 of the Wpeper i Date of Action 
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River Road-Cross Street HP 
Name of Property 

Essex, MA 
County and State 

5. ClassiflcatiQn 
O w n e r s h i p of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

[^private 
^public-local 
•public-State 
•public-Federal 

(Check only one box) 

•building(s) 
[^district 
• site 

• structure 
•object 

Name of related multiple property listing 

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

Historic Farms and Rural Retreats of Topsf ie ld , M A . M P S 

First Period Bui ldings of Eastern Massachuse t ts T R A 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing 

22 

Noncontributing 

1̂  

_Q_ 

.building 

sites 

. structures 

objects 

J5_ Total 

Number of contr ibut ing r e s o u r c e s prev iously l isted 
in the National R e g i s t e r 

3 (Z. Gou ld House , Lake House and Barn) 1990 in 

First Per iod T R A 

B. Func t ion or tJse 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC: single dwelling, secondary structure 

A G R I C U I T U R F / S I J R S L S T F N C E : s torage, agricul tural  

f ie ld, an imal facility, hort icultural facil ity, agr icul tural 

outbui ld ing 

I N D U S T R Y / P R O C E S S I N G : energy facil i ty - windmi l l 

L A N D S C A P F : garden, forest, natural feature 

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N - road-re lated (vehicular) - br idge 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC: single dwelling, secondary structure 

AGRICUI T U R F / S U R S I S T F N C F : storage, agricul tural 

f ield, an imal facil i ty, hort icul tural facility, agricultural 

outbui ld ing 

L A N D S C A P E : ga rden , forest, unoccupied land, natural 

fealune 

7. Descr ip t ion 

Archi tectura l C lass i f i ca t ion 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

C O L O N I A L : First Per iod Georg ian 

EARLY RFPUBI IC: Federal 

MiD-19^^C.: Greek Revival  

LATE V I C T O R I A N : Ital ianate Shing le Style  

LATE 1 9 ' ' E A R L Y 2 0 " C. REVIVALS. : Colonia l Revival  

LATE 19*' FARI Y ? 0 ' ' C. A M E R I C A N M O V E M E N T S : 

Bunga low/Cra f tsman 

Materials 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundat ion BRICK, S T O N E , C O N C R E T E 

wal ls W O O D rweatherhoard . sh ing le^ S T O N E 

roof W O O D (shake) . ASPHAI T 

Other 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

SEE ATTACHED 

- •fi'»*Lt;i3c'i,>E,.,i'„--
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7. Description 

The River Road-Cross Street Historic District, part of the Historic Farms and Rural Retreats of Topsfield, 
MA Multiple Property Submission, consists of 52 contributing buildings, structures, and sites which 
collectively make up this agricultural and estate district. Properties representative of this agricultural and 
estate theme range from the early settlement area of the Lake Family to a collection of agricultural 
properties of local farms and country retreats just south of the center village of Topsfield. Topsfield is 
located in the middle of Essex County, north of Boston. 

The approximately 450-acre district retains the evidence of an important development pattem in 
Topsfield; the evolution of the agricultural landscape of 18"̂  and 19"̂  century farms to nineteenth and 
twentieth century rural retreats. The broader context established in the Rural Development in Topsfield, 
(ca. 1670 to 1955) Multiple Property Submission is well supported in the River Road-Cross Street 
Historic District. Nearly all of the property types described in the context statement are found in this 
district: farms, farmsteads, rural retreats, rural districts, rural dwellings, outbuildings, agricultural 
landscapes, and rural retreat landscapes. 

The district occupies a large nearly rectilinear area west of US Route 1 and south of the town center, the 
village of Topsfield. Open agricultural land lines the southem and part of the eastem border. Mid-20"^ 
century housing arranged in a linear pattem along the narrow country Rowley Bridge Road forms most of 
the westem district boundary. Topsfield Village (NR/LHD) lies less than one-half mile to the north, at the 
north end of Prospect Street. Much of the eastem district boundary is Route 1, an important north-south 
route that was the primary 19"' century access bringing the early wealthy owners to Topsfield from their 
primary residences in Salem and Boston. -

The district boundaries follow property lines at each edge, where they border areas of open space and 
residential development. Famis are arranged along the five roads of the district, and farmland is a 
primary feature of the district's agricultural landscape. The topography varies from upland along 
Prospect Street and Salem Road to low-lying areas along the Ipswich River, which meanders through the 
district in an east-west direction. 

(continued) 
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This rural agricultural district of mral retreats, farms, and farmsteads includes many property types: 
dwellings ranging from modest sized farmhouses to large architect-designed estate houses; outbuildings 
including bams, garages, a pump house, an ice house, and others; and associated landscapes-both 
designed and vernacular-including a cemetery, agricultural fields, and gardens. 

Architecture of all periods of development fi-om First Period to Modem is displayed. Spatial relationships 
of resources on farms and mral retreats are important characteristics that convey a sense of use of the 
properties and periods of development - particularly the layering of periods as shown in some farms that 
evolved into mral retreats. 

Noncontributing resources which are modem in constmction but retain a sense of the domestic scale of 
the contributing buildings include seven dwellings, a couple of bams, a small cluster of a concrete bam 
and sheds, chicken coops, a footbridge, and a gazebo. 

Setting 

While the setting is a key component of each property, there are general district characteristics that 
contribute to the agricultural farms and mral retreats context and that illustrate the richness of the mral 
development in Topsfield. The pastoral beauty of this district cannot be overstated and the transition from 
the busy north-south Route 1 (Boston Street, also once referred to as the Newburyport Tumpike) to the 
narrow roads that lead one through this district is an important feature that contributes to the mral quality. 

The landscape along River Road and Cross Street comprises rolling pasture land, planted fields, and vistas 
with farmsteads and estate houses, some close to the road and others set back along tree-lined entrance 
drives. Mature trees and stone walls line River Road. (Photo #5) Openings to the pastures are marked by 
capped posts and board fences painted white. Cross Street also is lined in part by a stone wall which has 
piers set at angles marking the maple-tree lined driveway leading back to the main house, which is not 
visible fi-om the road. Vistas fi-om Cross Street looking north, across rolling meadows and dmmlins with 
natural borders at the Ipswich River, and the abutting farms and estates on the north side of the river, are 
unintermpted and remind one of the richness of this agricultural landscape. (Photo #16) Salem Road, the 
entrance to the district fi-om well-traveled Boston Street (Route 1), has similar characteristics: the rolling 
Sledding Hill that slopes to the river on the north side; a 19"" century farmstead on the south side; and an 
18* century farmstead at the west end where Salem meets Hill Street. Stone walls and mature trees line 

(continued) 
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both sides of Salem Road. (Photo #1) On the south side the stone wall is more unifonn in constmction 
than the randomly laid stone wall on the north side. The more formal wall on the south side has granite 
posts marking each entrance, and an iron gate at the entrance to the Federal-style house which has a more 
formal approach than other dwellings in the immediate area. 

Salem Road slopes westerly to Hill Street, then bears to the north with a small grassed triangle at the 
blending of the two roads. Progressing north, just before River Road on the west, Salem Road crosses 
the Ipswich River via a WPA Bridge of 1931. At this point the Ipswich River during a wet season is 
spread out over a marshy area as it bends northeriy and then westerly to mn close to River Road before 
meandering offdown behind the estates on the south side of River Road. 

Farmsteads and Rural Retreat Descriptions 

Descriptions of the contributing properties of the River Road-Cross Street Historic District follow and are 
presented geographically and chronologically. The intent is to develop a picture of the evolution of each 
farm or estate. Names of owners and properties when first described are set out in bold type and 
addresses are imderlined. 

Lake Village 
The northeast comer of the district was informally known as "Lake Village" for the many generations ot 
Lakes who molded this cultural landscape, much of which remains today. While the Lake family left its 
mark on the land over the course of many generations, there are a couple of historic properties in this area 
not associated with the Lakes. The most notable is the earliest building in the district, the Zaccheus 
Gould House. 

During the last quarter of the 17'*" century Zaccheus Gould and his ancestors constmcted the First and 
Second Period dwelling at 85 River Road (formerly known as 73 Prospect Street, 1670-1700, Map #48-
02, MHC #216, NRTRA, First Period Buildings of Eastem Massachusetts Thematic Nomination: 1990). 
The five-bay, two and one-half story, single-pile house displays a central chimney and has an early 20 
centiiry rear ell. The house began as a single cell stmcture and was enlarged by the addition of the rooms 
on the left side of the now central chimney in ca. 1700. (Photo #13) 

With the advent of the new century members of the Lake family settled in this same area, at the First 

(continued) 
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PpnoH Stanlf^y-T.ake House at 95 River Road (ca. 1693/ca. 1710, Map #47-31. MHC #140, NRTRA: 
First Period Buildings of Eastem Massachusetts, 1990). Mathew Stanley is reported to have built the 
original house, a single cell stmcture, ca. 1680 to 1693 and expanded with a lean-to to the east and the 
raising to two fiiU stories ca. 1710. One highly significant feature is the drop pendant which survives in 
the now enclosed overhang at the original east end of the house. It is one of only two such features, that is 
extant, documented in Essex County to date. The Stanley-Lake House (so named for Eleazer Lake who 
purchased the property in 1718) was expanded in 1752 to its present eight-bay, lYz story, single-pile form. 
(Photo #12) On the same property is the remarkably well-preserved Lake Barn (Map #47-31, NRTRA: 
First Period Buildings of Eastem Massachusetts, 1990)) also fi:om the First Period. This massive pre-
1718 bam is a long four-bay building, with a fifth bay added a few years after the initial constmction. It 
is a windowless building with vertical-board siding and a pair of high swinging doors remaining on one 
long side. Its heavy timber fi-ame has massive hewn beams, braces, and flared "gunstock" posts. Its roof 
fi-aming is composed of principal rafters and purlins. Nearby is a shoe shop, also well preserved, 
demonstrating the early farming pattems that included cottage industiies and winter work putting together 
shoes and other leather products. The shoe shop was not listed previously in the National Register. 

Next door is the Eleazer Lake IV House, 93 River Road (Map #48-01, MHC #139) built in 1808 and 
1845 by fourth and fifth generation Lakes. Each part of the 19'̂  century Lake dwelling is lYz stones with 
the early three-bay block on a granite foundation and the 1845 side wing, also three-bays wide, on bnck. 
(Photo #12) 

Lake property extended northeriy along Prospect Street up over Lake's Hill (once known as BiUingsgate 
Hill, or as Lang's Hill in the 1840s) and provided good land for the nurserymen of the mid-19 century 
generation who ran Topsfield Nurseries. Constmcted by a son of the fifth generation of Lakes, the fine 
Italianate Charles H. Lake House, 49 Prospect Street (Map #40-02. MHC #132) is approached by a long 
driveway ornamented with a long allee of trees. (Photo #14) Broad fields stretch out behind and to the 
south side of the finely elaborated house, which is situated near the top of the hill. The main house is a 
large five-bay, 2Y2 story stmcture with a side-gabled roof and a sizeable rear ell, the roof of which is 
perpendicular to the main block. Features characteristic of the Italianate style include the broad center 
wall gable, windows with high, scroll-bracketed canopies, large paired brackets at the wide roof overhang, 
paneled comer boards, single-story polygonal bays, and the characteristic Italianate double-leaf, glass-
and-panel, main entrance door. Only remnants of a pyramidal Topsfield Nurseries windmill (MHC 
#300) remain, recalling the former outbuildings on this property. 

(continued) 
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Land belonging to the Lakes also extended south of River Road, where extant resources still evoke a 
sense of the broad extent of the Lake family farms. Close to the river, on the Cummings Estate, which is 
fully described below, there is a small family burial ground. The Old Lake Cemetery 82 River Road 
(Map #48-10, MHC #802) is a forty-foot square plot marked by three foot high rough cut granite posts 
linked together by an iron chain. Twelve stones, marble and ^anite, are arranged in rows and each is 
marked with the initials of a Lake family member with the exception of three fi-om the late 1900s. (Photo 
#10). Remnants of an old cart path leading fi-om the road edge near the Stanley-Lake House connect this 
small burial ground to the Lake family farms along River Road. On the Saltonstall Estate, also described 
below, is another Lake family house that dates from ca. 1760. Known as the Lake-Bradstreet-Webster 
House, 70 River Road (Map #48-09i_MHC # 137), the IY2 story gambrel-roof cottage consists of a five-
bay main block with wings on each side of different periods and sizes. The house is named to recall 
owners prior to Saltonstall. Although it was moved and reoriented at the time the Saltonstall house was 
constmcted in 1920-1921, the cottage retains its massing and form as well as its chimney centered on the 
ridge. 

Balch Properties 
Two mid- to late-18'*' century dwellings are within the district and have later histories associated with 
owners who amalgamated surrounding farms into rural retreats. However, their early dates and 
association with a prominent Topsfield family cams them a place in the early development of this district. 
The ca. 1769 John Balch House, 1 Hill Street (Map #56-03, MHC #174), is at the bottom of the Salem 
Road hill leading from Route 1. The house is one of Topsfield's few 18' century gambrel-roofed houses 
(two of which are in this district). Built as a 2Y2 story, five-bay Georgian house with a pair of massive 
ridge chinmeys, the property has taken on the typical New England "connected farmstead" form by 
additions of a two-story northwest wing, and smaller 1Y2 story cottage addition connecting to the 
handsome New England bam of the second half of the 19"" century. On the south end of the house is a 
piazza, carried by Tuscan-style columns, built in 1912. The two-story wing appears to date from this time 
when the Balch descendant owning the property converted the family homestead into a mral retreat. The 
Boston landscape architects. Pray, Hubbard & White, designed an omamental garden in the old orchard. 
Surviving plant material includes a massing of rhododendrons and some scattered firs interspersed with 
old apple trees. (Photo #3) 

The Balch-Bradstreet-Walsh House, 9 River Road (Map #57-02, MHC #134), is nearby on the north 
side of the Ipswich River. Once a single-story farmhouse, it was built prior to 1769, (probably in the early 

(continued) 
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1750s) by John Balch. who also built his "new house" by 1771 at 1 Hill Street. In 1851 the house was 
raised to two stories and trimmed out in the Greek Revival style with a center enfrance with a six-paneled 
door and flanking fiiU sidelights, wide comer boards, and wide fiieze with molded tnm and boxed 
comice. The house is set at a slight angle to the road, perhaps to directly face the nver. which runs on the 
south side of the road. This Balch house also has twin interior chimneys (set behind the roof ndge), but 
of a smaller scale than those on the Hill Sfreet John Balch House. Although the house now sits on a one-
acre parcel, the sun-ounding agricultural fields once were associated with this modest farm which m bits 
and pieces became part of one of the largest local mral retreats of John Saltonstall. followed m ownership 
by Frederick B. Sears, and finally by William Coolidge. A small ca. 1910 bam was demolished for the 
constmction of a new bam / garage in 2002. (Photo #4) 

Perkins-Pingree Farm r- * 
One of the earliest rural retreats is the Perkins-Pingree Farm (Map #63-04, MHC Area S) first 
established in 1807 when Captain Thomas Perkins built one of Topsfield's masterworks of the Federal 
era the Captain Thomas Perkins - Asa and David Pingree 11 House, 49 Salem Road (Map #63-04 
MHC #145) The large square two-story, hipped-roof dwelling with four chimneys has a rear wing and a 
side porch. A handsome entry with deep-projecting dentilated gabled crown and a semi-circular leaded 
fanlight over the paneled door, is flanked by tall fluted Ionic half-columns, and adorns the beautiftilly 
proportioned, restrained composition of the main facade. Windows have 6/6 sash set in molded surrounds 
with louvered wood shutters. The Federal architechiral trim includes wide flat comer boards, a molded 
boxed comice, and a water table near the foundation line, hiterior features worthy of note are the high-
style Adamesque mantelpieces and the considerable Federal detail of reeding and rope moldings. The 
fireplace surrounds that show a strong influence of Samuel Mclntire, noted craftsman and cabinet maker 
in Salem in the early 19"̂  century are embellished with garlands, roping, reeding, shafts of wheat, and 
fluted pilasters. A roof walk at the center of the present roof with its X-design balustrade probably dates 
to the early 20* century expansion of the house. (Photo #2) 

Although the mid-19* century fann that had over 140 acres has been broken up. much of the surrounding 
parcels that were the agriculhiral fields of the Perkins-Pingree Estate remain as open farm land fomiing 
the context for this property. The large meadow (Map Parcel #64-06) on the north side of Salem Road, 
now belonging to the town of Topsfield, slopes to the Ipswich River and once was used by Pingrees tor 
pasture This setting is one of the more picturesque views on the pastoral roads west of Route 1. The 
meadow and former pasture land behind the farm (Map Parcel #63-03) which extend along the east 

(continued) 
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dde of Hill Street and southerly to Garden Street, once were part of this Perkins-Pingree Farm. Now the 
S i s in common ownership with Meredith Farm (described below) on Cross Street and is fam^ed. Thus 
these two parcels, north and south of the Perkins-Pingree Fami, retain the scemc context of the farm and 
demonsfrate the proximity of agricultural fields surrounding a farmstead. 

The fifteen acres of the Perkins-Pingree Fami that remain with the buildings, along the daborâ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
Federal "mansion house." create a famistead with houses, outbmldings, and a remnant of the agncultural 
land. In addition to the main house, the complex includes the Annar Pingree House, 45 Salem Road 
(MHC #144), built in 1836-1837 for Asa Pingree's mother, who was Captam Thomas Perkins sister. Ihe 
Greek Revival famihouse stands in contiast to the high-style Federal Style Perkins House This gabled-
roof farmhouse displays a five-bay fa?ade with centered entrance that is tnmmed with half-length 
sidelights, flanking pilasters, and a wide fiieze with an echinus molding. (Photo #1) 

An unusual old stable and carriage house, called the Asa Pingree Carriage House (MHC #331)built in 
1850 to replace a chaise house that bumed at that time sits southeast of the fine Federal mansion. This 
stone stmcture with granite lintels and comer quoins retains its slate roof, a 7.r,^;;^,*^ 
gable peak, and a massive lintel that once fomied the top of the carnage ^^^''^''f^A'^^^^^^^^^ 
tood clapboard carriage bam called the David Pingree I I Carriage House (MHC #326). next to the 
Greek Revival Annar Pingree House, rests on a fieldstone. gramte. and bnck foundation, and has a wide 
pedimented fa9ade gable witii a triangular window. 

The arrangement of buildings, with the early-19'̂  centuiy houses at the street front and carriage bams set 
back shghtly and later bams behind the prominent dwellings, displays the setting, ^e^^-^^t^"^ 
workmanship of a famistead in Topsfield. The 1907-1908 David Pingree I I Barn (MHC #333) is a New 
England bam, with the characteristic large sliding doors in the gable end topped a transom. 
Windows have 6/6 sash and there is a louvered cupola. Vinyl siding has been apphed f Jhis buildin^̂ ^ 
Other features of the farmstead include an early 20'̂  century mbble flat roofed garage (MHC #330) bmlt 
into the slope of the land, a stone and concrete omamental fish pond (MHC #921) also built into the 
slope, and other mid-20'̂  century garages and chicken coops. One mid-20 centu^; ^-P^X7'' '^e several 
(MHC # 332) built for a farm manager is located behind the mam house. Sun-oundmg the bam are several 
pastiires, enhancing the setting and conveying the agricultural past of this farmstead, which today 
continues in agricultural use. 

(continued) 
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Nearbv is another property associated with later generations of Pingrees - the Moses Bradstreet House at 
S l S S ( M a p % 6 - 0 2 . MHC #281). built in 1875. .̂ ^^^ — " a 
Mn«P<; Rradstreetbv well-known local carpenter and housewnght. John H. Potter, i tie nouse compi 

e hfock xSh â ^̂ ^̂ ^ rear e^The main fafade faces east and displays a center entrance. 

S o w to fte r l w e s , L the treed river bar* in the distanee to the northwest. ITtese vtstas rematn 
uninterrupted although no longer part of this specific parcel. 

TOru*a!°eTomplex has a long farming history and is the result of accumulated over toe 
celr ies Located on Cross Street and extending to Hill Street on the east, R^^lf^ ^ndge Stteet on the 
w T a ^ d the Ipswich River to the north. Meredith Farm, and 41 Cross ̂ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ f ^ ^ f ^ Y ; ' ^ 
55 11 MHC Area N) clearly articulates the full range of development from an 18 and 19 century laim 
» a n i X i r e T w h i l e retaining its agrieulmral use, as described in the MPS. It ,s one of the nchest 
Ig^cXrSa^d ptouresque seLgsta Topsfield, with its unintemtpted vistas to surronndtng famrsove^ 

meadows and drumlins with natural borders. Meredith Farm is the best local example of a farm as 
r X e ^ C o r a i s T m l t i o n . The surviving landscape and the arrangement, design, and succ«.sion 
of Mdtags^lvey significant information about agriculture in Topsfield as well as farming and rural 
retreats. 

On Meredith Farm the main house is tucked back away from the road and the farmhouse and associated 
outbmMnS^ Cross Street, all surrounded by acres of agricultural fields, mos o which 
are s t i l S Planted There are two entrances; one leading to the mam house, the other to the 
?I^hou ê ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  around a circle. The driveway.entrance to the main house is located 
erofThe fTrm b X g s and wraps around behind them. It is marked by two low square gr^ite piers et 

Sxrr̂iiedTraf̂x̂^̂^̂^̂  
W H " O beyond, providing a transition between a designed landscape surrounding the 
house and the agricultural landscape beyond. 

(continued) 
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The second driveway passes the rear of the farm house (now the entrance), and curves to the left m front 
I f he c f r l oJf^^^^^^^ A spur branches off the circle and ̂ -PS down behm^^^^ 
ioin with the long driveway leading to the main house, hi keepmg with the working part of the tarmsteaa, 
S i n c o l s m t t more'formal, genteel main house of the rural retreat P - P ^ ^ ' " ^ ^ ^ ^ 
the farmhouse and farm buildings is open utilitarian space, with tivo "^^^^^'^'f^^^^^^^ 
of the circle softening and augmenting the views of some of the farm bmldings from the road. 

At the end of the long driveway to the main house there is a man-made pond with flowering lily pads, 
we pLg » and pond pipings such as iris, cat-o-nine tails and loosestrife on nô ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
westem edges The grassy area between the pond and the house has two enormous maple trees, a willow, 
T d aTee^^^n^ M ^ ^ ^ ^ An east-west cari path leads frorn the pond across the fiel^^^ 
L t h e r cart path that is perpendicular to Cross Street and runs along the edge to two fields to the nver on 
^ n o r t h S i r o f the property. The fields on the west and north side of the farm complex and the mam 
house f a d M ^ wUused as pasture land, while those on the east side stretching to the nver were 
hayed. 

The oldest stmcture on the property is the famihouse, the tum of the 19'̂  century Daniel Bixby House, 
I9 Criss LrS^^^^^^ M H ^ #^04). The original main fa9ade faces southeast overiooking an open 
S S f S i s the conventional five-bay, center-entrance fomi with a handsomely detailed classical 
do r ™ S c u l a t e d by wide flat pilasters carrying an entablature embellished w ^ ^ ^ e 
and capped with a modillion comice. There is no approach to this entrance today as the entire 
Gilding complex is arranged around a circle that passes by the rear elevation, which h ^ become the 
enfrance to the Bixby House today. Other features of the house probably date from a ca. 1872 
emrdeUrg inching wide rake boards in the gable ends, the boxed eaves, the wide flat comer boards, 

Z t A m ^ A o ^ L h . The arrangement of fami buildings is a most important feature of thl 
Tg^ ult^ral landscape that also has aspects of a mral retreat. Buildings of note on the circle inc^de the 
cri920s ice house (MHC #272), a 1921 garage (MHC #273), and two barns; .̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
other built in 1921 that has a wood stave silo attached. The large barn (MHC #274) is the oldest extant 
o u M d i^^^^^^^^ the property. This large three-story New England bam has wood clapbo^d and 
s h S S ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ on a raised fieldstone and mortar foundation. The north gab e end has a large 
suZrdoor wkh two hay doors above. A smaller door is centered on the long east side facing the circle 
M I V sm̂^̂^̂  cow sTanchion windows line this side elevation. Two small ventilators straddle the roof ndge 
^n'Jch end o f l e "ng bam. The small barn (MHC #275) dating from the 1920s, also with a gable roof, 

(continued) 
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is buih into the slope of the land so that it has a raised open cellar along the south side, the gable end 
tLt^acSThe driveway there are two small doors against each comer post and a centered long hay door 
wi t l S n g squ^^ above the cenfral bay. The icehouse is a tall VA story stmcture with a steeply 
^tohedtSe oof that has a wide rake on the sides resting on exposed rafter ends. The wood clapboard 
bu i ldL rests on a concrete pad and has a tall narrow door opening with an ice hook abovê  ^he garage is 
" Sis set at an angle'echoing the fomi of the 1900 main house. This b - W m f as been̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
over the years to accommodato a fami office, garage space, and living quarters on one end. (Photos #17, 
18) 

The main house the J. Morris Meredith House at 41 Cross Sfreet (Map #55-11, MHC #279), was built 
fo 9TsooTafterMeredith had purchased the fami. The architect of the unusual plan still is unknown. 
? l o Imple ĥ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂^ 1 story elements are set at a shght angle to each other framing the m^n 
e ra^c t which is withfo tie angle. The low sprawling Arts and Crafts house has three large painted 
c h f l e y ; and several domiers on its wide raking hipped roofs, each o which have - - P ^^^^^^^^ 
resemblfog rafter ends. Three-part windows, another Arts and Crafts feature, have 8/8 sash wi h flanking 
^6 I Z s The land behind'the house drops off. so that the basement ^ ^̂ ^̂^ 
The house overlooks the meadows of Meredith Fann. and bnck walks and low plantings fill the area 
L t een foe d J l of the driveway and the house. (Photo #19) Nestled fo the trees northeast of the mam 
house is foe Wigglesworth Playhouse (MHC #280) a small house wifo bungaloid features. 

Mrg^r^: Cumm^̂ ^̂ ^ of Cambridge purchased land that had been famied by the Lake f-j^y^^^^^^^^^^ 
on wfoch to develop her mral retreat, the Margaret Cummings Estate. 82 River Road (Map #48-11, 
MHC Irea P) Begimiing fo 1909, her architect brother, Charies Kimball Cummings, helped create tfos 
X d M assemblale of brick Tudor Revival buildings fo a pastoral landscape that was enhanced b^ 
renowned landscape architects such as Arthur Shurtleff (changed to Shurchff in 1930)_ The estate 
comprises four bmldings, the Lake Cemetery described above, and vanous landscape features that foma 
foe sett ng of this import;nt mral country retreat. The parcel that Cummings purchased had substantia 
frontag^^^^^^^^^^ River Road and sloped to the Ipswich River. It became one of the most P - " estate 
sStings in Topsfield wifo its varied landscape of a fomial clipped look close to foe house and a more 
open, natural landscape in the distance sloping to the River. 

(continued) 
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The agricultural landscape of pasture land and orchards sun-ounds the cluster of buildings set in a 
designed landscape. A cart path, which had been laid out by the Lakes leading from their houses on River 
Road to the family cemetery and the surrounding orchards, is still evident. Tfos path was extended 
easteriy to link the Cummings Estate with the adjacent Saltonstall Estate in the mid-20 century. 
Rhododendrons and mountain laurel planted in a curvilinear pattem are mixed with tall pines and 
deciduous frees along the eastem end of the cart path to form a screen on foe eastem side of the 
Cummings Estate. 

The driveway from River Road, marked by stone piers, leads to the assemblage of buildings with the 
house on foe left and foe garage on foe right. The designed landscape (MHC #919) sun-ounfong foe 
house and garage is outhned with brick walls, which frame the ten-ace on the Ipswich River side of the 
house, enclose a kitchen garden on the east side, and connect the house and garage by screening the 
service yard in between the two buildings. The garden walls are covered with euonymous, and a hedge of 
the same separates the walled ten-ace area and side lawn from a larger grassed area between the house and 
gardener's cottage. The outline of the perennial garden designed by Arthur Shurcliff as well as the 
Cummings Garden Pavilion (MHC #920) ca. 1910, remain beyond the kitchen garden on the east side 
of the house. The brick pavilion has a hipped roof canied by Tuscan columns with lattice screen between, 
and a brick floor. (Photo #11) 

The integration of the designed and vemacular landscape is achieved at the rear of the house where the 
designed walled ten-ace gives way to an infonnally tenaced hill that slopes towards the river to a small 
pump house and the Lake Cemetery. This infonnal ten-acing an-angement is marked by slab stone steps 
set into the slope of the hill. Apple frees are planted on each side of the steps of five of the six plateaus 
that lead up to the walled tenrace at foe rear of the house. (Photo #9) 

The two main buildings on the property are the Tudor Revival Margaret Cummings House ( MHC 
#138) and Cummings Garage (MHC #293) both dating to 1909. The arcfotect-designed house and 
garage bonow from several revival styles popular in the early 1900s. The house plan is inregular and 
consists of 2 Y2 story brick elements that are geometrically an-anged fonning L-plans. The house is sited 
at a slight angle to River Road, an orientation that ensures that both the main entrance and the tenace 
facing the Ipswich River are seen when approaching easterly on River Road. The driveway leads to the 
functional entrance, which is a slightly projecting entrance bay framed by single bays of the main block. 

(continued) 



NPSFon«IIO-»00- . OMB Appr.v.1 No. 1024-001, 

(<-««) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
C o n t i n u a t i o n S h e e t River Road-cross street H D 

Historic Farms and Rural Retreats of Topsfield, MA 

Section number 7 Page 12 Topsfield (Essex), MA 

A long projecting wing extends forward on the southeast side. Decorative trim is uniform and includes 
molded verge boards with a drop finial in each gable peak. 6/6 double-hung windows or six-light 
casement windows set in molded wood frames that are punched into the brick walls, and a string course of 
slightly projecting headers foat wraps around all parts of the house, creating a unifying effect. (Photo #8) 

The garage has a slate-covered gable roof topped by an octagonal cupola with copper forret and 
weathervane. The main fa9ade of the building facing into the service yard displays two projecting 
asymmetrical pavilions, double carriage-house vertical-paneled doors, and a centered segmental arched 
door topped by a tall pedimented dormer in which there are paired hayloft doors. The combination of 
both double-hung and casement windows is repeated in the garage. . . . 

Also designed by Charles Cummings in 1909 is the Cummings Brick Pump House (MHC #295). with 
wood shingled roof and tiny pedimented dormers, each with a segmental arched six-light window. 
Located down in the old orchard near the river, the pump house is of unusual design and location. 

fo 1922 Charles Cummings added the Cummings Gardener's Cottage (MHC #294) to his sister's 
property. It is secluded at the eastem edge of the property and somewhat enclosed by tall pines. This 
small wood clapboard bungalow rests on a mortared fieldstone foundation and has three large pediment 
dormers atop the sloping roof, which sweeps down to fonn the roof of the simple foil width open porch. A 
small lawn extends in front of the house. Later tfos cottage was known as the Secretary's Cottage. 

Between the Shurcliff Garden Pavilion and the Gardener's Cottage is a plateau on which stood a small 
teahouse, demolished only a few years ago. Just below this plateau is a small tenraced garden designed by 
Robert Nathan Cram in 1929. It has a fimi southem edge fomied by a low stone wall with square piers 
marking a look-out where a slightly bowed iron balustrade frames a view to the woods below. The stone 
wall continues along the westem edge with the same square piers marking an entrance to this small 
garden. The northem edge of the garden space is bowed in shape, has a stone retaining wall fomiing the 
sunken part of the garden, and flower beds along the inside. 

Saltonstall Estate . 
Topsfield's John Saltonstall Estate (MHC Area O), spread out on both sides of River Road, began with 
the purchase of one fami in 1920 and continued throughout twenty years of ownership in which Saltonstall 
assembled contiguous properties, a frend that the subsequent owners, Frederick B. Sears and William 

..»••- •' • •".... > • •• ( 
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Coolidge perpefoated. Many of foe bmldings and all of foe working agricultural fields were in place long 
before Saltonstall arrived. His first purchase was foe old Lake-Bradstreet Fann. which ^eluded the 
vemacular gambrel-roof Lake-Bradstreet House 70 River Road ([ca. 1760]. Map #48-09, MHC #137) 
and the surrounding farai land that sloped to the Ipswich River, as well as fields on the north side of River 
Road It was tfos settfog foat captured Saitonstall's imagination - a place foat reminded fom of Virgima s 
plantation houses overiooking foe James River-hence foe Georgian Revival design of Saltonstall s 
Topsfield mansion, wfoch he called "Huntwicke." Preparation of the sito fo 1920-1921 for the mansion 
included relocation of several small buildings, incfoding foe rotation and relocation of foe gambrel cottage. 
One of the smaller cottages on the property was moved across the street to 31 River Road. This fine 
heritage landscape retains its rolling pasture land, planted fields, and designed gardens sloping to foe 
Ipswich River Vistas to the river are enhanced by maple, larch, and black locust trees at the eastem end 
and mature maple and oak trees along River Road as it approaches foe driveway enfrances. A low stone 
wall lines foe fields along River Road and opefongs in foe wall have capped wood posts and wfote board 
fencfog, wfoch appears to be a blend of foe mral agricultural setting and foe more fomial designed 
landscape closer to the main house. (Photo #6) 

The John Saltonstall Hm...e. 68 River Road (Map #48-09, MHC #136) is set back from the road at the 
westem side of foe property overiooking foe Ipswich River. Constmction of foe five-part hipped-roofed 
Georgian Revival brick mansion, complete wifo hyphens and side pavilions, tumed Mr. Saltonstall s 
property ifoo one of foe grandest summer estates in Essex County. Tfos estate demonstrated wealfo and 
taste in foe overall landscape, foe view from foe road, and foe tree-lined gravel driveway foat tennmates in 
front of foe house in a wide lush grassed circle. Planted on foe circle are tall maples and clipped 
omamental evergreens. The paved service driveway mns along the westem property line and bordenng on 
it are the 1955 dog kennel (MHC #290), the 1924 stucco garage (MHC #289), and the ca. 1760 gambrel 
cottage - the Lake Bradstreet House - which was moved for the constmction of the bnck mansion. 

The mansion design consists of a five-bay two-story, hipped-roof center block wifo four tall cforrmeys 
piercing foe asphalt roof On each side of this block are brick pavilions connected to foe center block by 
two-bay flush board wings. Projecting from the pavilion on foe westem side is a large one-story block 
foat fonis a courtyard at the ten-ace on foe soufo side of foe mansion. A modillion-block comice wraps 
around foe brick blocks and contributes to foe symmetry of design foat is inherefo in the Georgian Revival 
style Two main enfrances are finely decorated in keeping wifo foe architectural style of this mansion. 
The cefoered entrance opening onto foe circular driveway on foe River Road side has a six-paneled door 

(continued) 
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topped wifo an elliptical fanUght and flanked by paneled pilasters wifo fluted flared caps that cany a w^e 
entablature, including a decorative frieze and deep projecting cornice wifo dentil molding. The freeze ot 
tfos door surround is decorated wifo bullseye Ughts, trigylphs. and rosettes The entrance on the nver side 
facing soufo is even more elegant. The large heavy paneled door has a wide elliptical fanlight spreading 
across the whole frame, wfoch consists of nanrow paneled pilasters framing the door and flanking half-
sideUghts wifo leaded Ughts. Some interior features are worthy of note such as the h i ^ 
center staircase which was saved from an ancesfral Saltonstall house once located in Haverhill that was 
demolished fo 1919. Likewise, some of foe paneling in foe mafo rooms on foe first floor also came from 
this earlier house. (Photo #7) 

The fomial tenrace an-angement on the soufo side ties foe grand brick mansion to foe landscape and the 
foswich River beyond. French doors open ofoo a wide raised grass tenrace on which stand tfoee large 
maples. At the foundation of the house are beds of pachysandra. The outside edge of the first tenrace is 
defined by a stone retaifong wall topped wifo flagstone coping and lined at its base wifo small clipped 
yew and ilex shmbs. Tfos wall wifo the plafoings and anofoer fieldstone wall fonn a second nan-ow 
grassed tenace. The meadow between foe tenraces and foe river is partially mowed, and reeds are found 
S the edge of foe River. On the west side of foe ten-aces, foere is a high brick wall screemng foe view of 
the service entrance and service driveway. 

An open area on foe lower slope soufoeast of foe house is dotted wifo focal points such as a stone 
watering trough or sarcophagous (MHC #916) brougfo to the estato by CooUdge from fos father s 
rmmerhousfin Manchester (demoUshed folate 1950s) and a gazebo (MHC #918) from a late 1960s 
Massachusetts Horticultural Society flower show. East of the house and farther afield than these objects 
is foe one-story Gofoic Revival board and batten building foat was moved down foe hill and reworked 
wifo two long lean-to porches as a bath house (MHC #291). A fogh hemlock hedge behind the 
bathhouse encloses foe site of a swimming pool foat was buiU by Saltonstall and filled in foe late 
twentiefo century. A short distance down the foil, soufo of the bathhouse and pool site, on the bank of the 
River is the ca. 1920s board and batten boathouse (MHC #292). wfoch stands at the base of a 1979 
modem arched footbridge (MHC #917)over foe Ipswich River. 

fo 1920-1921 when buildfogs were moved and site preparation work occunred, Saltonstall also Purchased 
a Greek Revival Cape Cod cottage, known as the Matthew Sweeney House, that had been on Soufo Main 
Street, and moved it over the foil to 45 River Road (Map #48-08, MHC #135) for a caretaker s house. 

(continued) 

'5 h • • —. .*-• •'» 



i|.JI|,JI,WIINHM/liJl,«l "J. I :w< ••. r,-...... •, ...^^..^-a^;..^.^ 

O M B Approva l No. 1024-OOK 

NPS Form 1 10-»00-« 

(S-«<) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
C o n t i n u a t i o n S h e e t mver Road-cross street H D 

Historic Farms and Rural Retreats of Topsfield, MA 

Section number 7 Page 15 Topsfield (Essex), MA 

The five-bay Cape has a Greek Revival center entrance wifo embellished ^^hifrave and flailing half 

S t s ^ i J f o d o w s w . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

located behind the house and a stucco 

: ^ i n ^ Z T ( ^ S c m S , now on the property of 29 River Road) wifo a wood door set m a stone 

enfrance is in the wide meadow east of tfos famistead setting. 

After completion of fos mansion and relocating various bmldings. Saltonstall continued to purchase large 
r n f Z d R^̂  By 1930 he owned all of the land on bofo sides of River Road from 
S em R ^^^^^^^^^ of the Balch-Bradstreet-Walsh famihouse at 9 River 

l o l Thl^house remained on a tiny parcel of land when its early ^ - ^ - f j j ; " ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
farm land to Saltonstall fo 1924. fo 1928 Saltonstall purchased the 1899 Shingle Style Percy Chase 
H^se 5 8 Prosoect Street (Map #48-06), MHC #297). Set back from the road at the end of a long 
^ v e w ; 7 ^ ^ ^ e front of the house is landscaped wifo tall cedars, pines and maples as well as 
™ous\^^^^^^^^^^ The landscaped setting around the house includes ^^f^-^^^^^^^^^ 
laurel, and tall white pine. Other mature deciduous trees provide shelter to the setting. (Photo #15) 

Tfos complex asymmetrical bfolding has a fogh gambrel roof and a large gambrel P^vihon on the fa9ade, 
wfoch contains thi^mafo entry at the first story, two 6/6 sash windows at the second story, and a 
kevstoned̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  the gable peak. The entrance has a double-leaf, tfoee-panel door with paired 
% s U J?ts"̂ ^̂ ^̂  top and is framed by pilasters and high honzontal eight-Ugfo windows. A larĝ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
headed muW-ligfo stak hall window wifo a heavy keystone molding is on the main facade north of the 
enfr^ce pavilS^^^ Windows are varied, providfog interest and asymmetry to the design. An open porch 
c^m^d by^Tuscan columns projects from the soufo side. The land wifo ^ ^ ^ - f opê ^̂  
Road before two lots were divided for modem houses on the road edge. The garden behind the house 
once extended into a wooded area abutting the pasture land adjacent to 45 River Road. This lot was 
Tenrsubdl ided, and an additional house was just put up fo 2003 between the Percy Chase House and 
the pasture land. 

Noncontributing Resources 

Tfos district has ofoy a few professionally designed noncontributing properties, some on estates, others on 
J X ^ e l s of subLided land. Each is modest m scale and retains features similar to contnbuting 
resources found in the district. 

(continued) 
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There are seven modem houses fo the disfrict. five ot which were bufo between 19% ^ j j ^ ^ j ^ ^ ^ f 
Road 29 River Road 63 Prospect Sfreet. 64 Prospect Street, and 55 Prospect Street. Each has been 
S d to "flecuhe scale of the lot as well as nearby properties. Each is built^^^^^^^^^ matenals and 
has ^cfotecforal details that draw on the periods of design represented m the fostnct. 

Archaeological Description 

The presence of ancient Native American sites is documefoed fo the district and a high potential exists 
that aMtfonal itos will be found. Fifteen sites are located fo the general area (withm one mile), 
n lû ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  148) fo the westem part of the district Three f ^ ed — 
west of the district may also extend into the district area. Enviromnefoal charactenstics of the distnct 
Tpre ei^f loS^^^^ crfteria (slope, soil drainage, proximity to weflands) that ^^^J^^^^^J^ 
presence of anciefo Native American sites. The fosfrict includes several well drained l^^^^^^^^^^ 
slopine riverine terraces fonned fo glacial till and outwash deposits north and south of the Ipswich River. 
S r r t r i c U i e s withfo 1,00B feet of the Ipswich River or its floodplam wetlands. I^own .tes 
rererallv i L k interpretative fofonnation beyond their location. Anciefo sitos m the region and m the 
tow o Tô ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ Native American'settlemefo spans the foil range of occupation recognized for 
s o r h e m X En^ from the Paleo fodian tfoough Contact Periods. Site types m the area are also 
e x p S to b^^^^^^ diverse activfoes sizes ranging from smaller campsites and special 
purp̂ ô ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  to larger habitation sites or villages. Given the above infomiation, the size o the 
^ a p p r o x i m a t e l y IsO acres) and the mral nature of settlement, the presence of ancient Native 
Lerican sites is documented and a fogh potential exists that additional sitos will be found. 

A fogh potential also exists for locating fostoric archaeological resources fo the River Road " Cr°̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
HistOT̂ c District Farnis, fannsteads, mral retreats, and ufomately the River Road - Cross Street Historic 
S strict ifsel/̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ of dwellings, oufofoldings, occupational related features (trash pits 
privTes S^^^ landscapes that survive as intact above ground architec ural resources and 
Zects i e o f o g i c a l resources. Documentary research combined wifo archaeological survey 
Stino L c^efol mapping can help identify the foil range of foese stmctures and objects located on 
eac'prop̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ and foeir orgamzational pattem through time or siting as earlier famis and 
fannsteads evolved into later fanns, fannsteads, and mral retreats. 

(continued) 
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The potential for locating evidence of First Period fanns and fannsteads fo the district is fogh. At the 
2 c C G o u l d , now at'85 River Road, stmctural evidence may exist from - - ™ 
oufofoldings that may have been located on the property. The existmg bam dates to the 19 century 
i n r S h e potential for an earUer stmcture. Archaeological features such as a builder s trench, 
a t c f ^ d wXre^^^^^^^^ constmction. and stmctural evidence of later building -ovations 
nresent Occupational related features may survive fo the vicinity of the house, bam. and other 
S diiT^^^^^^^ tfoough archaeological researcfo Post holes from fence posts and g f - — s 
ofstone ŵ ^̂  other objects that confribute to the agricultural landscape may also exist above and 
below ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ Smilar resources to those identified above may exist at the Stanley Lake House located at 
95 " o a d A rare survival of a First Period Bam (ca. 1718) survives wifo the Lake House; howev r 
no Sifouildfoi are mentioned. At least one First Period dwelling may survive as an archaeological site 
fo t h ^ ^ s S fo 1807 Captafo Thomas Perkins ifoierited fos father's fami fo the fostnct and began 
onstr^ct on of a ^ residence. The famfoouse where Captafo Perkins was bom and ^ y 

ouSdfogs on the 45 and 49 Sabm Road property no longer survive indicating evidence of them may 

survive as archaeological resources. 

Most dwellines constmcted fo the district during the 18'̂  19*. and 20"̂  centuries remafo intact on their 
^nintrsite^^^^^^^^ instances, however, do oufouildings associated wifo the onginal constmction 
' ^ ^ f f ^ Z A A l ^ or mral retreat remafo Most occupational related features (tra^ P ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ f 
are also no longer visfole as a result of destmction. landscaping, or simply lack of use Given the above, 
« r a u S e of ancillary dwellings and outbmldings and occupational-related features may 

present tl̂ ^^^^^^^^^ resources fo the fostrict. Stmctural -denc^o^^ 
that bumed fo ca. 1850 may exist southeast of the Pingree mansion Similar ̂ T^f^^^'^^^^^^^ ^^"^ 
other bmldings no longer extafo on the Perkins - Pingree Fann including a 19 century stone house 
orilaCo^^^^^^^^ on t L east side of the tumpike and demoUshed fo 1885 and a blacksmifo shop foat 
3 d in 185rAt the Cummings Estate (ca' 1909) on 82 River Road, stmctural evidence may survive 
fr^i a small tea house demoUshed recently on a small plateau between Shurchff Garden Pavihon and 
Gardner's Cottage. 

fo at least one instance, the developmefo of a mral retreat was ^PO^^le for ^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^ 
archaeological sites. While preparing foe property for constmction of the Saltonstall Estate 0921), 
several smaller bmldings were relocated to other locations. Stmctural evidence may survive at the 

(continued) 
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- • • 1 ^ f f i . . T;,kP Bradstreet House (ca. 1760), which was moved and relocated. Archaeological 

important archaeological resources. 

A simple look a. fte distric, data shee. ^-/^adily idenn^ ,e,rea.s in .he 

tanyard and currying shop were located. 

boarders. 

• . T remeterv at 82 River Road. Unmarked burials may contain Unmarked graves may exist at foe Old Lake C^̂ ^̂ êry at »/ Kive 1̂ ^̂  

may also exist that predate present grafote posts and chain. 

(end) 
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Name of Property 
p gtatAmftnt nf ftignifiranr.e 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 

for National Register listing.) 

13 A Property is associated witti events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

• B Property is associated with the lives of persons 

significant in our past. 

13 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

County and State 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

/^<;^Rir i l l T I I R E 

r p M M i IMITY PI ANM'Mf"- A N n n F V F I O P M F N T 

I fif.in.qr.APF AR l ' ^H 'TFr .TURE 

Period of Significance 

1R7n- 1955 

Significant Dates 

n/a 

Property is: 

• A owned by religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

• B removed from its original location. 

• C a birthplace or grave. 

Q D a cemetery. 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• F a commemorative property. 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

(Cite thrbook^Sic les and othe^^^^^^ in preparing this form on one 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
•preliminary determination of individual listing (36 

CFR 67) has been requested 
•previously listed in the National Register 
•previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
•designated a National Historic Landmark 
•recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

.n/a 

Cultural Affiliation 

jola 

Architect/Builder 

fy^r^^if^r.f.^•HPim\r^» Rinssom Robert N. Oram Charles 

K r.iimmir̂ g.<i Ppy Hiihharrt ^ White. RlGhardsop. 

PFirptt ;t R i r . ha rd ' i " " Arthur A Shiircl i f f . 

p,»/Wprg- Ramnpl Hnnri . Inhn H Potter 

or more continuation sheets.) 

Primary location of additional data: 

•State Historic Preservation Office 
•Other State agency 
•Federal agency 
•Local government 
•University 
KlOther 

Name of repository: 
Tnpfififtid HiSt î-inal Society 
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8. Statement of Significance 

distinction as country or rural retreats. 

The history of the River Road-Cross Street Historic District parallels the MPS historic context st^ement 

of ^ r t ^ e a " 1^^^^^^^ .0 *e evenlual decline °"2f:it^Z:.^""Y:;::;^i^s 

B:m='^=Y=S^PA&^A 
Snked w S ^ w ^ e r s ' as^ciation with the Essex Agricultural Society, which was estabhshed m 1818. 
The sodetrwas fo^^^^ to experiment in farming, to share farming ideas, and to host an annual fâ r 
whlh was t̂ e orerumier of the popular and well known Topsfield Fair. Nearly every property in the 
S r b e e n T o d a t e d with the rural retreat theme through use and ownership by persons whose 
permanent residences were in Boston or Salem. 

(continued) 
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first section addresses fanning patterns on land «.th.n the disrtc. ^ f ^ ^ " ^ ; " ' ; ' ^ ^ ' 

Topsfield landscape. 

X H e a s s o c i a t i o . ^ o n s ^ J . _ 

" l OOs'^Balira^d" B u r e t s are associated with at least ^ propertieŝ ^̂  

!:„«,tr:i!i?;::^^^^^^ 

property types including farms and rural retreats. , 

Farming in the vallev of t»ip Tp.swich River ' '""' * ^ ' • 

(continued) 
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: ™ S d ™ i t h h a y a n d . o w „ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

p e r i o s o f s t r u c t u r « n ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Road) was owned by Daniel Lake ( i / /o i o i u; wu remained here until ca. 

candy manufacturer Albert Webster m 1867. 

between the two houses. From the l ^ ^ ^ ^ ' f l ' ^ ^ ^ ' i r f ' ^ ^ ^ ^ The hundreds of varieties of apple, 
ran a successful nursery business known as ^^Pf̂ f̂ ^^^^^^^^^ the Lake houses on River Road 
cherry, peach, pear, and plmn trees covered the Lake f '"̂ ^^^^^^ to the extent of this 

with SIX vaneties oi winter appie ireei> L^PJ, •' , i i orrv î̂ p nurserv 
Russet,, and Danvers Winter Sweet), and eleven vanettes of fall P '^'^-^^^SS^^^^^^^ ,3,0, 

(continued) 
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(Boston Street) who had a farm that was three times the size of Lake's property in agricultural use at that 
time. 

hi the 1860s after both Joel and WilHam G. Lake had died, Eleazer Lake, Jr.'s son, Charles H. Lake (b. 
1839 at 93 River Road) took over the Topsfield Nurseries business, and in 1866 built his Italianate 
dwelling at 49 Prospect Shreet, at the top of Lake Hill. Well-known local housewright, John H. Potter 
constructed the dwelling to go with a bam (no longer extant) that he had built on the property the year 
before. Orchards covered the hill and extended down to River Road and across on the south side of the 
road. Charles's brother, Henry E. Lake (1836-1890) carried on farming and orcharding at 93 River Road 
into the 1880s. He had 200 apple trees in his orchard, grew crops of potatoes and com, and raised a few 
cows and pigs - enough to accommodate the family and send produce to market. Remnants of later 
orchard trees are still evident at 49 Prospect Street and at 82 River Road, which once were part of the 
Lake properties. 

The Balch family settled on land near the east end of River Road north of the Ipswich River as eariy as ca. 
1713, when David Balch is reported to have built a house. In the 1722 division of common land, David 
Balch had received additional lands south of the river. His son, John Balch (1716-1774) married in 1740 
and lived in a small single-story farmhouse as early as 1752 according to payment records for a house 
being built at that time. This was the Balch-Bradstreet-Walsh House (9 River Road), which was 
expanded with a second story in 1851. John Balch was a farmer and a tanner. The house on River Road 
passed to his son, Comelius Balch (1749-1795) who was a farmer of a small scale compared to his 
brothers' farms. Comelius Balch was assessed in 1786 for 38 acres, one horse, a pair of oxen and four 
cows. Comelius married Mehitable Dwinell in 1771 at about the time that his father left this family house 
to move to the new, substantially larger John Balch House at 1 Hill Street, hi 1771 John Balch conveyed 
the westem half of his new house to another son, John Balch, Jr. (1742-1798) and apparently lived here 
with him as well as with his youngest son, Roger Balch (1755-1842) who eventually received the eastem 
half of this "new house." The Balches at 1 Hill Road were farmers and also tanners and curriers, with a 
tanyard on the Hill Street property and a currying shop just west of the house. As noted above, John 
Balch, Jr. and Roger Balch had more land and animals than their brother, Comelius, as demonstrated by 
their 1786 assessments. Agricultural fields of the Balch farms extended from the river both north and 
south. Although neither 9 River Road nor 1 Hill Street retains its farmland, much of the land surrounding 
those properties remains open and continues to be farmed, hence retaining the context for these early 
farmhouses. 

(continued) 
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At 29 Cross Street was the farm of Daniel Bixby, which took on its country retreat characteristics in the 
20'*' century, but only after being firmly established as prime farmland on the south side of the Ipswich 
River. George Bixby (1691-1783) purchased nearly all of the land in the second range of the division of 
common lands south of the Ipswich River in 1721-1722. This was part of about 500 acres of common 
land that had been laid out in ca. 1720. Then in 1731 Bixby purchased a strip of land from Israel Towne, 
which was part of the town of Topsfield's layout of land for Cross Street so that the road was laid out to 
Bixby's benefit from his property to the present day Hill Street, hi 1740 Bixby purchased 57 Y2 acres of 
Jacob Redington's farm south of the Ipswich River and also an abutting farm to the east owned by Israel 
Towne, who had removed to New Hampshire. This new piece from Towne included 18 acres of upland 
and swamp ground, and two acres of planting and orchard land as well as Towne's house and bam. Half 
of the Towne Farm including the house and bam were given by George Bixby to his son, Daniel Bixby 
(1719-1775) in that same year of 1740. The assembled farm eventually passed to the younger Daniel 
Bixby (1751-1825) in two parts - the first from his father, Daniel upon his death in 1775, and the second 
as part of the legacy of his grandfather, George Bixby (d.l783). The younger Bixby lived on the Cross 
Street farm (later to be known as Meredith Farm) at the time of the American Revolution and reported 
that he was in the fields when he leamed about the outbreak of the war. He left immediately for 
Lexington and subsequently supplied the Continental Army with beef from the farm. Bixby added to his 
farm so that by the early 1800s he owned all of the land bordering on Cross Street between Rowley 
Bridge Street and Hill Street. Daniel Bixby willed his farm to the town as the "Donation Farm," the 
income from which would help to support the Congregational ministers of Topsfield. This arrangement 
continued to 1871, when the property was sold to Isaac A. Morgan (1808-1878), who had retumed to 
Topsfield from California where he had owned a 7000-acre ranch. He took a young wife and renamed the 
Donation Farm River Dale Ranche. Following Morgan was a farmer, Charles Jackman, who owned the 
property until its conversion to a country retreat. At least the large New England bam on the property and 
the farrnhouse survive from Morgan or Jackman's ownership. 

Although this Cross Street farm was to become a mral retreat in the 20* century, it retained its significant 
farming fradition, which was enhanced by the next owner, J. Morris Meredith (1850-1928). The Boston 
realtor, who started the well-known firm of Meredith & Grew in 1891, purchased the farm in 1899 and in 
1900 built himself a fine main house set back from the road north of the farmstead. Although Meredith 
was from Boston where he had lived at 66 Beacon Street for years, Topsfield and Boston directories 

(continued) 
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indicate that by 1902 he called Topsfield his permanent home while continmng to work at his firm s 
offices at 15 Congress Street in Boston, hi Topsfield Meredith maintained livestock on his farm including 
several horses, a small herd of up to 16 cows, several pigs and a flock of chickens. He was a member of 
the Essex Agricultural Sodety and may have entered examples in the many categories at the Annual 
Cattle Show and Fair, which from 1910 was hdd in Topsfield at the permanent grounds on Boston Street 
hi 1908 Meredith was assessed for the fannhouse (29 Cross Street) his new Arts and Crafts residence (41 
Cross Street), a bam (the red New England bam buih in the late 19* century and that still is on the 
property), a carriage house and a hen house, all on his 124-acre farm. 

First Rural Retreats heginning 1807 

The Perkins-Pingree Farm at 45 and 49 Salem Road is Topsfield's earliest example of a farm that was 
developed as a mral retreat, hi 1807 Captain Thomas Perkins (1758-1830) inherited his father s faim m 
Topsfield and set out to build himself a high-style country residence. Today's farmstead of dwellings, 
outbuildings, and some agricultural land has served as a mral retreat for all of its owners except the 
second Asa Pingree, who made it his primary residence and farmed the property fiiU time. Each of the 
owners after Perkins into the mid-20* century was a nephew of the previous owner. There is evidence 
that each of these owners expanded the farm and other land holdings in Topsfield and participated in the 
agricultural life of the community through the pursuit of progressive farming strategies or membership in 
the Essex Agricultural Society and participation in the annual shows. 

Although Thomas Perkins had been bom in a small farmhouse (no longer extant) on his father's Topsfield 
property and frained as a cordwainer, he had gone to Salem and shipped out on a pnvateer in ca. 1770. hi 
the 1780s he met his fiiture business partner, Joseph Peabody (1757-1844) aboard a ship that was engaged 
in a battle in which the captain was injured so that Perkins took over as captain with Peabody serving as 
his second mate. Together they amassed a sizeable fortune as merchants with a large fleet of sai mg 
vessels that traveled between Salem and the West Indies, hi 1801 the partnership ceased and Perkins 
continued in the shipping trade owning his own fleet. 

Upon the death of his father, Moses Perkins, in 1807, Thomas Perkins inherited his family's Topsfield 
farm, which was a place in the country where he could pursue his farming f ^^^^^f' ^ ^ f ^ f 
permanent residence m Salem. Perkins hired Topsfield carpenter-bmlder, Samuel Hood (1762-1843), to 
build his finely articulated Federal house at 49 Salem Road. The influence of the Federal architecture m 

(continued) 
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Salem made its imprint on Perkins' Topsfield house. Besides the handsome exterior some of the interior 
work demonstrated the strong influence of Samud Mchitire in the Adamesque embelhshment of tivo 
mantels Perkins reportedly expanded his farm to incorporate progressive agricultural practices ot the 
day and was a founding member of the Essex Agriculhiral Sodety in 1818. His former business partner, 
Joseph Peabody, was pursuing similar interests in nearby Danvers where in 1814 he had purchased a 
country retreat (now known as Glen Magna) consisting of orchard and meadowland and a house large 
enough for two families, and hired George Huessler to lay out his garden. Although Perkins continued to 
live in Salem, in his later years he spent much of his time on his Topsfield farm. 

Perkins willed the farm to his nephew, Asa Pingree I I (1807-1869) a son of his sister, Annar Perkins 
Pingree Asa's older brother, David Pingree, had followed his uncle into the shipping business, 
becoming an entrepreneur with an intemational reputation and was the principal heir of Perkins shipping 
business Asa Pingree, however, devoted himself to the Topsfield farm and expanded it by acquinng 
surrounding acreage south of the Ipswich River and on both sides of the Newburyport Turnpike (Route 1). 
Under Asa Pingree's ownership, the high-style Federal house became known as "Pmgree s Mansion, hi 
1836 at 45 Salem Road he constmcted a Greek Revival, side-gabled, farmhouse for his mother Annar̂  
Pingree following the death of his father. The only extant outbuilding constmded dunng Asa Pingree s 
proprietorship of the Perkins-Pingree Farm is the unique stone stable/carnage house situated just 
southeast of the Federal mansion. Constmcted of fieldstone from Crooked Pond m Boxford, the 1850 
stable replaced a chaise house that was destroyed by fire the year before. Pingree had a number of other 
buildings on his property including a stone house on the east side of the Tumpike (demolished in 1885) 
and a blacksmith shop which bumed in 1855. At the height of Asa Pingree's farming career he held 
neariy 150 acres, had a pair of oxen, five swine, and several dairy cows from which he produced butter. 
He owned orchards and planted his fields with oats, potatoes, and hay. By Topsfield standards his farm 
was sizeable as noted by its acreage and value. Only seven of the dghty-three fanns documented in 1860 
had more acreage than Pingree. hi each instance the difference was marginal, with the exception ot 
Thomas Pierce who owned the 200-acre farm adjacent to Pingree's, and David Towne who owned a 300-
acre farm in the Rowley Bridge Stred area. Unlike his uncle from whom he inhented this property, Asa 
Pingree made the farm his primary residence. He was a highly influential resident of Topsfield and one ot 
its wealthiest citizens by the 1850s. He served as Selectman in the 1840s, was a founder of the new 
Methodist church which broke away from the original Congregational church, and was a founder of the 
Danvers & Georgetown Railroad which opened m 1854. hi addition, he was an active member of the 
Essex Agricultural Society. During his ownership, Asa Pingree expanded the farm land holdings to 

(continued) 
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include the broad meadow across the stred from the farmstead, a piece of land fondly remembered m the 
2Tcen ury as "Sledding Hill" where locals recall sliding down to the Ipswich Riyer m snowy winters. 
He a so adXd large sweeps of land on the east side of the Newburyport Tumpike known as "Pingree s 
m i r ^ d meadows southwest of the famistead bordering on Hill Stred that eventually became part of 
Meredith Farm on Cross Street. 

Upon his death in 1869 Asa Pingree left the Salem Road fami and all the related land holdings to his 
nephew David Pingree I I , son of his brother, David. Like his father and his great-uncle, Thomas 
P e E ' the new proprieto made his primary residence in Salem while carrying on extensive progressive 
f ^ " g operations on his Topsfield fami. He was a longtime member of the Essex Agncultural Society 
and won several prizes at the amiual fair in the early 1900s in plowing and farm horse categories. Two 
buildings remain from David Pingree H's ownership, the late 19* century carnage house next to the 
Annar Pingree House (45 Salem Road) and the large New England bam constmcted ca. 1907-1908. 

hx 1898 David Pingree H acquired another nearby property, the Moses Bradstreet House and fam at 17 
Bradstred Lane, just across Hill Stred from his home fami. The Italianate house had been bmlt m 1875 
for famier Moses Bradstred (1834-1906) by well known local carpenter and housewn^t Jota H _Potter 
(1823-1901) Bradstred was of the fifth generation of Bradstreds m Topsfidd, descended from Simon 
Bradsfred (ca 1603 - 1697), Govemor of Massachusetts Bay in the late 1600s. Much of the sunounding 
land had been owned by Bradstreds for generations and there likely is a comiection, however loose it may 
be, between this house and the gambrel cottage at the Saltonstall Estate. 

Mr Pingree also buih a new summer estate in 1904-1905 at 101-105 Hill Street but did not appear to 
spend much time there, as summer directories indicate that he generally leased that property to dher 
SalemTesMents and remained at his Salem Road fami in the summers. He gave the B-ds^t^^^^^^^ 
his sister. Ami Pingree Wheatland. It eventually came into the possession of her sonR^̂ ohard Wheatiand 
(1872-1944) who also became heir to David Pingree II's summer estate at 101-105 Hill btreet_ 
When David Pingree fl died in 1932, after more than sixty years as owner of the Salem Road fann, it 
passed to his grand-nephew, David Pingree Wheatland (b. 1898) who owned it into the 1980s. 
Although now reduced in size to fifteen acres, the property is still m agncultural use Meadows are 
hayed and sheep are housed in the bam and graze on some of the remaining pastureland. The land on the 
eLt^d^of the Sewburyport Tumpike (Route 1) was sold m the early 20* century to vanous out-of-

(continued) 
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towners who eventually developed their own mral reti-eats there. The thirteen-acre pared opposite the 
famistead once called "Sledding Hill" is owned by the town of Topsfield. A seventy-acre pared 
bordering on Hill Stred southwest of the fannstead now is owned by the Meredith Fann owner. 

Late 19* century examples of newly estabhshed mral refreats were proof of the Salem Gazette's statement 
about Topsfield in 1877: "this picttiresque town has become a favorite resort °f s ™ ^ ; ; r J ° r r n ; r . l 
Several properties which appear in the preceding fanning section or m the succeeding 20 century mral 
retreat section are testimony to this newspaper claim. On River Road, parts of the Lake fmns we e 
converted to mral refreats in the second half of the 19* century. The first use as a niral retreat of the 
fomier Lake-Bradstreet House and fam. at 70 River Road began in 1867, when the o d farni was 
purchased by a Boston entrepreneur, candy manufacturer Albert Webster (1824-1902). By 1873 he was 
fixing the fann and putting it in a "high state of cultivation" according ̂ o^^Salem Gazette. He 
remodeled the 18* century gambrd cottage for his house and repaired other bmldings, gates and stone 
walls Webster and his family initially used their Topsfield property as a summer retreat, but over the 
years spent increasing amomits of time on the fann, until Webster's death in 1902. His widow, Mary, 
remained on this fann until her death, when her sisters sold the property to a speculator who in tum sold 
to John L. Saltonstall in 1920. ^ 

Another farni, the Lake Nursery at 49 Prosped Street, achieved its mral retreat stature in the late 19* 
century and continued to be used as such for most of the first half of the 20* century. It became a mral 
refre7in the 1870s when Charles Lake sold the property to Richard Price (1841-1886) and Octavius B. 
Shreve both of Salem. They "improved" the house and grounds into a lavish country estate which they 
named "Four Winds." Shreve was a physician in Salem and seemed to be unconnected with the property 
bv 1880 when the household census showed Price and his family plus six servants living here in 
Topsfield. Richard Price died at the young age of 45 years in 1886, but his wife and daughters continued 
to spend summers on their Topsfidd estate for many years. Mary E. Price, Richard s wife died m 1924 
and left the property to thdr three daughters who continued to use it as a summer retreat. Beginning in 
1926 hired help lived in a cottage (no longer extant) on the estate. Throughout the first half of the 
twentieth century the property was slowly reduced in size from the 60 acres that Pnce had purchased m 
the 1870s to only six acres still with the Italianate house atop the hill when it was sold to Eunice and 
Curtis Campbell in 1945. 

(continued) 
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Twentieth Centurv Rural Retreats 

With the tum of the 20* century came a steady influx of wealthy city '"eŝ dents Purchasing property in 
C f i e d for summer residences in the country. Some purchased old farms which they refiirbi hed, while 
o t S bought smaller parcds of land and built large new houses often refened to as country cottageŝ  
S t r s t̂ aiS^^^^^^ and'expanded the already established country estates such as the Perkins-Pingree Fami, 
which continued as a mral retreat well into the 20* century as described m the last section. 

The John Balch House at 1 Hill Stred became a mral retreat for the early 20* centuty owner. Franklin 
BaJch (1876-1962) who inherited the property from his parents in 1912. His father, Benjamm Balch had 
mn a ̂ ocery store in the town center and had reduced the famiing on this property to a few cows and 
^me?rcha7ding However, when Franklin Balch became the owner, the nature of the property shifted o 
haTof a mTaÛ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  Although Franklin Balch and his first wife, Helei. lived in C-bndge and^̂ ^̂ ^̂  s 
law practice was in Boston, they were both active participants in local affairs^ Balch served as Town 
Moderator for forty-one years, as a Library Tmstee for almost forty years, and a School Committee 
member̂ ^^ eleven years'̂  The conversion of the family homestead to a mral retreat began with the hinng 
of Pray, Hubbard & White, landscape architeds of Boston, to produce a new omamental Pl^^ing desi^ 
?or the Remnants of Balch's father's old orchard. The Balches buih a temiis court, and renamed the family 
property "Elmcop." 

An example of a newcomer building an estate on a smaller p^cd was Percy ^^ha^^ ^Boston ba^^^^^^ 
who built his mral retreat at 58 Prosped Street in 1899. Mr. Chase and his wife hved B ookline^ They 
purchased a nine-acre pared on which they buih their house m 1899 and a companion ^̂ able m 1902Jhe 
Chases also owned a 22-acre pasture adjoining the house parcel on the east and fronting on River Road. 
S o u g t h e rh i tec t of the Shingle Style cottage is unknown, the style and elabor~res^^^^^^^^^ 
popular trends of the day. Chase and his family stayed here dunng the summers unti 1923, after which 
the property was owned by Amiie Gilmer for a short time, hi 1928 John L. Saltonstall, who by then had 
established an estate at 68 River Road described below, purchased this property to f ^ to hxs arge land 
Sidings on River Road. He leased out the property until 1941 when Saltonstall and his family used it for 
a suZer residence until its sale in 1949. At that time the stable was sd off on a separate parcel and 
converted to a residence. It is not included in this distrid due to the considerable alterations. 

(continued) 
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One of the most substantial country retreats was estabhshed for Margaret Cummings a876-1965) of 
BO to in 1909 Mifs'ummings^urchased a pared of land at 82 River Road that ̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ partof he 
Lake orooertv and on which a Lake family cemdery remains. She had her architect brother Charles 
S , a 1 Cumr̂ ^^^^^ design her estate, which included the house and .a garage m the Tudor 
™ s w T S S the small brick pump house located down at the end of a meadow near the Lake 
Cemdew^^^^^^ most of the mral estates in this part of Topsfield, which were onented to the Ipswich 
S ^ r T e layout took advantage of a distant view of the river from the bnck tenace at the rear of the 
^ouse Fo Ws si °e7s counfry property, Charles Cummings recommended a domestic scale and more 
Sresque t im^^^^^^ the more fomial and monumental styles that were popular at the time. 
T h t eTdent^^ the final design of the buildings as well as in the treatment of the grounds ̂  Almos^ 
immediately after constmction of the buildings Miss Cummings' landscape archited, Arthur Shurtleff 
( W O Shurchff 1932) (1870-1957) developed a landscape plan for *e estate. Thê ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
perennial garden and the garden pavihon are still extant conveying a sense of the ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ '^ f^^ '^ ;^^^ 
of estate Imidscaping Miss Cummings continued to add to her estate with the constmction m 1922 of the 
" i X e S S S - s o ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  by her brother, who designed the bungalow cottage. Everitiially it became 
thThouTe o V S c u n ^ i n g s ' seLtary, Margard Fridden, who lived here until ^^/J . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ j ^ 
was a tea house consfructed in 1927 and augmented in 1929 by a sunken garden The ^ntenor of the 
diminutive garden house was embellished with raised-field paneling and Delft tiles, no doubt to 
mmanticize'the colonial style. It was demolished in 1997. The sunken g-den d^e^^f .^^^^^^^^^ , , , , 
Nathan Cram of Boston remains with stone wall, iron fihgree gate, and general outline of the flower beds. 

Although Miss Cummings continued to live in Boston into the 1930s, she was intimately comiected to the 
Topsfield — i t y . ste was distinguished as the first woman member of the Essex Agncvam̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
Societv and participated in its events. She maintained gardens, crops, and orchards on her Topsfield 
Lta^^^^^Mch'slfe nLed "hinisfree," possibly after the hmisfree of William Butler Yeats' ŵ^̂^̂  loiawn 
poem the "Lake Isle of hinisfree, " which romanticizes the notion of creating an idyllic place. Although 
theTummer sodal registers account for her winter residence as 300 Commonwealth Avenue m Boston 
into the 1930s, Miss Cummings became a registered voter in Topsfield beginning in 1927. 

The development of a mral retreat on the old Bixby fann on Cross Stred began in part with the ownership 
of J Mo TMeredith, and was fully realized under the next owner, Edward Wigg esworth, who 
ng;g^d n L^^^^^^ farming on his nearly 125-acre estatê  In 1900 J. Moms M-ed̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 

realtor and partner at Meredith & Grew bmU his Arts and Crafts house at 41 Cross Street behind the 

(continued) 
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fanning complex. While Meredith called Topsfield his pemianent home from 1902 to 1920, he clearly 
wTamong the class of those who sought out retreats in Topsfield. He had begun his career with some 
w i ^ o f i l e real estate fransactions at an early age. hi 1875 he fomied the Copley Trust with a numbe of 
investors, purchased the old Museum of Fine Arts building and eventually bmlt the Cop ey PlazaHo 1 on 
Z t s te. He also was the broker for the sale of the Amos L ^ - ^ - ^ f f/.".^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
Chestiiut Hill area to Boston College, hi 1891, when Meredith estabhshed his fimi, Meredith & Grew 
with partner Edward Wigglesworth Grew, he expanded the business to real - " a ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
fonnation of tmsts to hold real estate. It is interesting to note that although Meredith called Topsfield his 
" r e s i d e n c e , he must have retained his Boston home at 66 Beacon Street, as he r e ^ e d to when 
he sold the farni in ca. 1920 to his nephew. Meredith continued to work at Meredith & Grew, which had 
moved to 40 Cenfral Sfred in Boston in 1920, until 1927, the year before his death. 

Meredith Farm's new proprietor, Edward Wigglesworth, lived in Boston on Chestnut Street and was 
the director of the Boston Sodety's National History Museum. He took an avid interest in the farming 
and devdoped a nationally recognized Guemsey herd. Under his propndorship most of the outbutidings 
of the famistead complex at 29 Cross Sfred were consfructed, including the icehouse, the garage, he 
small cow bam and attached wood stave silo, and the sheds that now are attached to a later concrete b ock 
bam. Records also indicate that Mr. Wigglesworth remodeled the famihouse at 29 Cross Street. He Id̂ e 
many of his mral retreat colleagues, was a member of the Essex Agncultural Society of which he became 
president in 1928. Mr. Wigglesworth continued to call Meredith Fami his summer residence untti 1944 
by which time he and his wife, Sarah, lived at 71 Mt. Vemon Stred on Beacon Hill. He died m 1945 or 
1946. 

The fradition of raising fine specimen catfle at Meredith Fann was perpetuated by the mid-20* century 
owners, David and Irma Lampert, who purchased the fann in 1946. They developed a breeding 
business with their foremost Ayrshire herd and in 1950 received the hitemational Grand Champion Cow 
Award for Talisman Emerald's son Trinket. By the late 1950s, under the Lamberts the fami had grown to 
250 acres, and supported a world-renowned herd of 140 Meredith Ayrshires. 

One of the largest in size and grandest in taste of Topsfield's estates was the 20* century country home of 
Tnhn T Saltonstall (1878-1959) at 68-70 River Road. Early use of the property was by the Lake family 
who f L e d r̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  along River Road m the 18* and 19* century and buih - e r a l houses 
dscus^ previously. The gambrel roofed mid-18* century cottage known as the Lake-Bradstred House 

(continued) 
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at 70 River R ^ a s first used as a mral retreat by Albert Webster from 1867. In 1920, Mr. Saltonstall 
of Beverly purchased the Webster Estate from a speculator, George ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ' A ^ ' ^ A . ^ ^ A n ^ ^ ^ ^ the 
months before from Webster's heirs. John Saltonstall, a Harvard graduate of the Class of 1900, was the 
son of WilUam Gurdon Saltonstall and Josephine Rose Lee Saltonstall, and first cousin of well-known 
Massachusetts govemor and US sentator Leverett Saltonstall. Both of John Saitonstall's parents had 
" d t m̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ aristocratic families: his father, a dired descendant of the 1630 - " 1 - - ^ ^^^^^^^^^^^ 
and his mother the daughter of the founder of tiie pre-eminent bankmg finn of Lee Higginson and Co in 
^848 J I I a successfiil stockbroker from 1903 to 1935, served in the Navy dunng World 
War I , worked for the War Trade Board in Washington, D. C, and while living in Beverly served on the 
City Council and was the State Representative to the General Court in 1911 -1912. 

The fann that Saltonstall purchased included several nearby fanns on the north side of the Ipswich River 
that had been accumulated by the speculator from whom he purchased the property. The mam property 
included the ca. 1760 Lake-Bradstred cottage witii several outbuildings clustered around it on and near 
tiie site that he chose for his new mansion. He relocated the cottage to its present location tat of t̂ ^̂ ^ 
westem wing of the mansion and had other buildings moved or removed, including a large bam that was 
demohshed. A small Gothic Revival outbuilding was moved down the hill to become a ba hhouse. 
S e r small building, known as the Hansen cottage, was rdocated to 31 River Road. AH of this was m 
^ep^ation of the site for the constmction of Saitonstall's Georgian Revival country house desired by 
Philip Richardson of Richardson, Barott & Richardson, a Boston architectural finn. The archited had 
desired a nmnber of houses in Chestnut Hill near Saitonstall's matemal home and on Beacon Hm m 
Boston The setting of his new farni overlooking the Ipswich River reminded Saltonstall of Virgima s 
estates overlooking the James River, hence the design of his large mral retreat m bnck with a central 
block and flanking pavihons. hiterior spaces were enhanced with features preserved from the SaUonstall-
Howe House which'had been buih for Dr. Nathanid Saltonstall on Menimack Street m Haverhill in the 
late 18* century. After having been moved locally to Lake Saltonstall, also m Haverhill, in 1870 it 
became part o^the Wimiekemii Tenace development which was laid out in 1906. The Saltonstall-Howe 
House was demolished in 1919 and John Saltonstall was able to reuse the grand staircase and panehng in 
his new dining room and drawing room at his new Topsfield estate. 

The landscape archited for Saitonstall's mral retreat was Harold Hill Blossom, ̂ ^o liad worked m the 
Brookline office of the Olmsted Brothers for twelve years on such lUustnous projects as the San Diego 
^ d the Seattle Expositions, hi 1919 Blossom opened his own landscape architecture practice to advance 

(continued) 
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Sa,.o.ta,rs development of .hU » ^ 

his property on tiie north side of River Road and Prospect Sfred. 

'^t.-^^^^AY^^^7A^. 
^received, according to the magazine Architectural Record which in ̂  s November 1924 issue 
published photographs and reviewed the architecture with the following praise. 

" the perfed relation between central block and the subordinate wings; the excdlent 
fenest Son l d t^^ beautifiil ddail have produced not only a skiUfiil piece of design, but 
fh^use^T^^^^^^^ itisabyprodudofgoodarchitectureand 

good taste interacting upon each otiier." 

to mis issue which reviewed country houses, three were individually reviewed-two of them designed by 

(continued) 
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Richardson Barott & Richardson; the Saltonstall Estate of Topsfield and the Ellery Sedgewick Estate m 
BeverirS also applauded the design of Saitonstall's estato. " ^ ^ f i f ! ^ ] ^ ^ ^ ^ 
1925 Dubhshed an article titled "A Modem Country House after the Southem Colomal Style, with 
p?oto'g^Shs the whitewashed brick mansion and the hand carved wood o—^^^^^ An the 
Boston Evening Transcript on June 30, 1923 showed photographs of the house calling it Cold R^as 
Boston'" A New House Two Centiiries Old" noting that the plan is remimscent of a Soutiiem colomal 
buMng. A small part of tiie landscape was featiired in a 1926 House Beautiful Gardening Manual with 
a^ in^roductoiy chapter on garden design by Fletcher Stoele. hi a chapter on "Main enance and 
Equipmenf' the Saltonstall terraced garden is shown with apple and pear trees espaliered to the garden 
wall. . .. . 

hi 1940 the Saltonstall Estato was sold to Frederick R. Sears, 3"- (1855-ca. 1946) of Palm Beach 
S l l l d Mr. Saltonstall moved to the Prosped Stred property. Mr. Sears contmû ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  of 
assembling sunomiding property by purchasing in 1944 the house on its small parcel at 9 River Road, 
S s ' w l ' g all the lanlfronting on the north side of River Road between Salem Road and Propped 
Street as well as that on the south side from Salem Road westerly to the Cummings Estate The properties 
on he so^th side S^̂ ^̂  ran to the Ipswich River, hi 1948 the Sears estate was sold to his cousin 
W i S ^ ; X p l e t o n Coolidge (1901-1992). Mr. Coohdge was a 1924 graduato of Harved, seived in the 
N ^ X ^ f w o r ^ ^ ^ I I and worked as a stockbroker, lawyer and later in business. He hailed from an 
S c r a t i c f S much like Saltonstall. Coolidge was a dired descendant of a first settler ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
John Coolidge was directly related to President Thomas Jefferson, and his grandfather and father were 

bf^^^^^^ buLssmen. Coolidge was a large contributor to ̂ ^ P f l ^ ^ — ° -
oeriod served on the local Finance Committoe. He was a substantial donor to the Essex Agncultural 
Todety an̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ the constmction of Coolidge Hall at the Fan Grounds in ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ f ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
his land at the comer of Rowley Bridge Stred and River Road for the constmction of the Topsfield 
Episcopal Church, and made major donations to the Topsfield Historical Society^ " l ^ i t l T c u ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
tradition of preservation of the mral character of this unique area by purchasing the adjacent Cummings 
Sfato (82 ̂ ver Road) in the lato 1960s and Meredith Fami (29 and 41 Cross Street) m ̂ e 1970s thus 
S n t g under common ownership neariy all of the land bordered by River Road on the north. Cross Stred 
onTe'soXsalem Road and HUl Sfred on the east and Rowley Bridge Street - ^ l ^ ^ ^ ^ J ' ; r - g h the 
1960s L d the 1970s Coolidge also continued the traditions of famiing of this land and conducted 
x p e r e n t a m projeds, particularly at Meredith Farni. hi 1984 CooUdge deeded ̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 

to Massachusetts histituto of Technology (MIT) granting hfo tenancy to the Lamperts. Upon his death 

(continued) 



OMB Approval No. I024-<KIII 
NPS Form I lO-MO-t 
(S-li) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
C o n t i n u a t i o n S h e e t mver Road-cross sreeet H D 

Historic Farms and Rural Retreats of Topsfield, MA MPS 

Section number 8 Page I6 Topsfield (Essex), MA 

1992 the rest of Mr. Coolidge's property including the River Road estates was bequeathed to MIT, which 
sold all of these former Coohdge properties in 2000. 

Preservation of Farms and Rural Retreats Today 4 , 

The River Road-Cross Stred Historic District is in a rare state of preservation due in large part to the 
actions of William Coohdge, who accumulated over 70% of this cultural landscape and bequeathed it to 
MIT with a number of restridions. Those restrictions provide for the preservation of the landscape 
particularly near the river, and maintain a low density of development by limitmg the ability to subdivide 
the land and build larger stmctures than existed at the time of his death. Within ten years of Coohdge s 
death MIT sold all parts of the property to one purchaser with the exception of the Cummings Estate, 
which was sold to the occupants, who had rented it for decades. It, too, has restnctions which prevent 
fiirther subdivision of the land. Only a few new house lots exist, and a few of the later houses may be 
demolished for the consttuction of a dwelling that is somewhat larger. For instance, a modest ranch style 
house at 15 River Road was demohshed and a new house was constmcted m a scale and style that is 
appropriate for tiie parcel and the context of the neighborhood. The largest fann/refreat in the Coohdge 
inventory Meredith Fann, now is owned by a single owner. It has been rehabilitated with stabilization 
and painting of most of the outbuildings and famihouse, and there are plans to restore J. Moms 
Meredith's 1900 house in the fiitiire. Ownership of properties on Salem Road and Hill Stred appears to 
be stable, with strong interest in preserving the idyllic settings that enhance each fannstead and retreat. 
Some of the properties on Prospect Sfred have been divided in the last decade and mfill housing there has 
been done in a manner that is in keeping with the mral pastoral setting of this distnct. 

Farms and Rural Retreat Designers 

The following is an account of some of the other works of professionals who had a hand in the fonnation 
of the 18'*̂  and 19̂ ^ century fanns and 19**̂  and 20"̂  century mral refreats in this River Road-Cross Stred 
district The purpose of this section is to establish a context by which to understand and appreciate the 
work of these designers in Topsfield. Two 19"̂  century local builders and housewrights, Samuel Hood and 
John H. Potter, are included in the list. They are ananged in alphabetical order. 

(continued) 
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Blossom, Harold Hill. Harold Hill Blossom (1879-1935), landscape architect for ^e Saltonstall Ê ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
at 68-70 River Road, trained in the Olmsted Brothers firni following his graduation in 1907 from he 
Harvard Graduato School of Design, where he obtained a degree in Landscape Architectore. While at the 
Olmsted office. Blossom worked with John Charles Olmsted on both the San Diego ^ d the Seat tie 
Expositions as well as on plans for parks and subdivisions. Once opening his own office m Boston in 
1 9 T B f o " ; m was hired to design many privato gardens for clients like Edwin Ŝ  Webster in Newton, 
John Nicholas Brown, and F. L. Higginson. Blossom taught at the Lowthorpe School of Landscape 
Architecttire for Women estabhshed in Groton, Massachusetts in 1901, and the Cambridge School of 
Architecture and Landscape Architecture for Women. (The latter had been established m 1915 to ram 
women because they could not be admitted to the Harvard School of Landscape Architecture, a policy 
which endured until 1942.) Blossom served on committees of the Boston Society of Landscape 
Architects and was president from 1930 to 1931. -

Cram, Robert Nathan. Little is known about Robert Nathan Cram, except that he was a landscape 
architect with an office in Boston for only a short time from 1924 until his deatii in 1930̂  In 1926 he was 
hsted in Boston Business Directories as sharing an office with Charles W. Eliot at 9 Park Street Room 
26 Ehot was the young upcoming nephew of the renowned Charles W. Eliot, father of the Metropolitan 
Park System that later became the Metropolitan District Commission. For the last two years of Cram s 
life he lived at 23 Joy Sfreet and practiced landscape architecture from his home until his death in Apni 
1930. His association with Miss Cummings, 82 River Road, for whom he designed a garden adjacent to 
the garden tea house in 1929, must have been one of his last commissions. 

Cummings, Charles Kimball. Charles Kimball Cummings (1870-1955) practiced architecture in 
Boston from 1897 to 1947, and was wdl known for his house designs, particularly those of substantial 
scale for the wealthy of that era. He was the brother of Margard Cummings for whom he designed 
several buildings at her River Road estate. He designed houses on Coohdge Point Manchest̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
Bulkdey Wells (1897), two houses in Brookline-one for a lawyer, Walter Horton (1912 MHC #BKK 
1284); and another for Miss L.S. Kimball (1915, MHC # BRK 527)-and two society clubs at Wdlesley 
College ; the Phi Sigma Sodety (WEL:440) and the Shakespeare Society (WEL:461) He also designed 
f l i l y hiuses including two for his father-in-law, Robert Treat Paine, Jr.(l835-1910), one townhouse m 
Boston (1901 MHC #BOS 7585) at 12 Queensbury Stred and one summer estate in Beverly tarms 
(1901, MHC # BEV 740) at 23 Paine Place, and one for his family, also on Paine Place in Beverly tamis 

(continued) 
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(1902 MHC #BEV742). Mr. Cummings had manied one of Robert Treat Paine's daughters, Lydia, and 
had five children. All of these documented commissions were executed in brick in either the Georgian 
Revival style or the Tudor Revival style. One of his better known commissions was that of Bradley 
Palmer's Topsfield estate (24 Asbury Stred), which also exhibited Tudor Revival charadenstics in its 
Arts & Crafts style. Cummings had graduated from Harvard and from MIT and apprenticed in the office 
of Andrews, Jacques & Rantoul who were known to have commissions in Topsfield. Cummings was a 
member ofthe AIA by 1901. f.. • * ' " 

Pray Hubbard & White^ The landscape architechiral firai of Pray, Hubbard & White maintained 
offices in Boston from 1906 to 1918. hi 1912 they worked for Franklin and Helen Balch at 1 Hill Stred, 
in Topsfield. James Sturgis Pray (1871-1929) had frained in the renowned Olmsted Brothers firm from 
1898 to 1903 and went on to toach at Harvard's Department of Landscape Architecture from 1902 to 
1915 hi 1908 he became the Chainnan ofthe department, following Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr. in that 
position Pray is remembered for having introduced the first fiiU course in city plannmg into the 
Landscape Architecture program, and was a founding member of the American City Planning histitute. 
Henry Vincent Hubbard (1875-1947) also worked in the Olmsted Brothers office from 1906 until entenng 
a partnership with Pray in 1911 until 1920 when he retumed to the Olmsted Bros. He also was involved 
with city and parkway planning. Among the many regional credits to the finn is the 1915 subdivision of 
the John Chipman Gray estate in Cambridge into the 100-house-lot garden neighborhood known as 
Larchwood The curving streds, wide planting strips, landscaped islands and preservation of trees made 
it an important representative ofthe garden suburb movement ofthe time. Other garden confracts in the 
Newton area include the gardens of G. A. Frost, Esq. and W.B.H. Dowse, Esq. both of West Newton and 
the estate of Esther F.G. Bemis in Chestnut Hill. 

Potter John H. There are a large number of houses, outbuildings and institutional buildings attributed to 
John H Potter (1823-1901), local carpenter and housewright. hi 1873 Potter buiU the Topsfield Town 
Hall The Charles Lake House on Prospect Street is a good example of a well detailed ftahanate house 
built by Potter A number of houses are attributed to Potter as well as some fine bams. There are over 30 
buildings attributed to him, only representing those that are extant, hi this district he butit Charles Lake s 
house at 49 Prosped Stred, Moses Bradstred's house at 17 Bradstreet Lane, and at least one bam at the 
Perkins-Pingree Farm on Salem Road. 

(continued) 
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Richardson Barott & Richardson. The Boston architectural firni of Richardson, Banott & Richardson 
r m a ^ o f t t e partners who worked 1930. ^heir " ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
are part of a well-known story. Philip and Frederick L.W. Richardson were sons of Henry Hobson 
Z C d s o n o L ofthe nation's best Icnown architects ofthe late nineteentii century. Philip Richardson, 
~ r member of the fimi, was the primary archited at the Saltonstall Estate in Topsfield and for 
another well-known projed, the estate of Ellery Sedgwick m Beverly. Philip practiced on his own from 
m o to 1947 Following the dissolution ofthe partnership, Frederick L. W. Richardson went to their 
rei^s — fimi l iown as Coolidge, Shepley, Bulfinch and Abbott at ôô ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 

Joseph Richardson, joined the same firni in the 1950s it became Shepley, Bulfinch ^^^^ 
Abbott -the Richardson name addedfor Joseph Richardson who became 
1950s. The third member of this early twentieth century finn was Chauncey E. Barott. Several ofthe 
estates designed by Richardson, Barott & Richardson were recognized m pubhcations of the day often tor 
S r w e l f d S S i e d proportions and for the influence of southem plantation architecture. A lengthy articte 
Tn^ArchL^uralRecord issue dated November 1924 was titied "Cunent Country House Architecture 

T?e P e n t L i of Design Swings." The article seeks to affimi that "good architecture - based upo^^^^^ 
principles, sound design and good taste..." To prove this thesis two Richardson ^-ot t & Rich^^^^^^ 
designs were offered - photographs ofthe Georgian Revival houses of John Saltonstall m Topsfield and 
of EUery Sedgwick in Beverly, hi both houses, designed by Philip Richardson salvaged colonial 
woodwork w^installed - raised-field pand fireplace walls in the Saltonstall home and Adam^^^^^ 
motels and crown moldings in the Sedgwick House, hi Philip Richardson's own Brookline home the 
l^lteriorTas reminiscent of seventeenth centiiry interiors, and the early Itahan Style was recalled m the 
Beacon Hill home of Harris Livermore, Esq. 

Shurcliff Arthur Asahel. Arthur Asahd Shurchff (known as Shurtleff until 1930) (1870-1957) is one of 
fhe bes -̂ tâ ^̂ ^̂  Shore landscape architeds. He also received his training m the Olmsted Brothers 

Helr^^^^^^^ from MIT with a degree in engineering; however, he tumed to landscape architecture 
due to his abiding love for the outdoors, and studied for two more years at Hansard from which he 
rece ved a second BS in 1896. Shurcliff s mentor was the renowned Charles Eliot, landscape architect 
â d founder ofthe Metropolitan Park System. Dunng Shurchff s time in the Olmsted office he ass.ted 
Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr. in estabhshing the first four-year program in landscape architecture and 
faughtTn the p^^^ at Harvard until 1906. Shurchff worked on pubhc projects including highways, 

(continued) 
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dams, and parks and on many private garden projects of which one ofthe best known is Castle HiU (the 
Crane Estate) in Ipswich, hi Topsfield Shurchff designed tiie landscape at the Margard Cummings Estate 

on River Road. 

Archaeological Significance 

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement and subsistence in Topsfield are poorly 
documented, any surviving sites in the River Road - Cross Stred Historic Distnd could be significant. 
Native sites located in the distrid may help document the importance of inland settiement along the lower 
Ipswich River drainage and the rdationship of these sites to coastal settiements along the extensive 
marshes and estuaries in Ipswich. Only 12 sites are recorded in Topsfield, with two sites definitely m the 
district and three sites possibly extending into the disfrict, a striking companson with the 100 or more 
sites located in ndghboring Ipswich along the coast. Ancient sites identified in the distnd may help 
deteraiine whether the lack of sites in Topsfield is the resuh of mideneporting, enviromnental, or cultural 
factors hicreased numbers of sites in Ipswich may be a fimction of resources available at coastal 
locations and/or a bias in reporting in favor of shell midden sites along the coast. Despite the high 
frequency of ancient sites identified in Ipswich, infomiation available from sites located m the distnct and 
in Topsfield, the lack of systematic research and controlled excavations has resulted m most known sites 
being poorly documented and lacking infrasite infomiation. Systematic research conducted at ancient 
Native American sites in Topsfield can contribute important infomiation relating to site function and 
variability that increases our knowledge of ancient sites beyond locational charactencs and culture 
historical/typological identifications. 

Historic archaeological resources described above may contribute important infomiation on the social 
cultural and economic pattems responsible for the development ofthe agricultural setting that evolved in 
the River Road - Cross Sfred Historic Disfrid. Historical research combined with archaeological survey 
and testing can be used to identify and document the location and full range of settiement for each ofthe 
disfrid's mral properties. At properties that survive strictly within an archaeological context, sfructiaral 
evidence of dwdlings and outbuildings combined with archaeofogical evidence of occupational related 
features and objects related to landscapes can establish pattems of development for mral property types at 
specific points in time. Comparative studies of specific mral properties m the distnct and town can then 
be used to identify how properties in the distrid contribute to local and regtonal pattems of development. 

(continued) 
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The importance ofthe study of individual buildings associated with specific property types camiot be 
underestimated. Historical and archaeological studies described above may contnbute important 
Momiation relating to social pattems of development and the organization of farms and famisteads at the 
raUevel The siting of buildings during certain periods, the location of outbmldings, parce size, and 
l^e nature of the stounding landscape L y all confribute to our understanding of mral development and 
the evolution of specific mral property types 

Outbuildings and thefr distribution within property types may confribute important information on 
pattems of development and the setting of mral property types through time. Many mra properties m the 
district retain outbuildings, however, most post date the original constmction f 
Some properties, including the Meredith Fann, previously known as the Danid Bixby Fam^ f ^0) 
reported to articulate the full range of development from an 18*/19* century fami to a rural retreat that 
retains an agricultural component. Most extant outbuildings on this property presently date to the early 
20* centiiry indicating a high potential for locating archaeological evidence of earlier outbuildings 
spanning the entire 19"̂  century. Identification and mapping of outbuildings at the Meredith Fami may 
contribute important infomiation rdating to fann development and thdr evolution to mral retreats. 

Detailed analysis ofthe contents of occupational related features (trash pits, privies, wdls) can also 
contribute important sodal, cultural, and economic infomiation that helps define the pattems of 
development of mral property types through time. Occupational rdated features may contain important 
infoimation relating to tenant faming in the 17'*̂  and early 18* centuries and family stmcture on mral 
p r o P y Zes through time. The contents of occupational related featiires may also contnbute important 
economic^fomiation associated witii mral property types. Occupational related featm-es may con^m 
important infomiation that ddails the levd of agricultural technotogies used dunng the early penod of 
general fanning and changes that occuned during the rise of commercial famimg and mral refreats or 
gentleman's fanns. Occupational related features may also contain infomiation that documents the level 
of industrial or manufacturing activities that were present on mral properties, hi some instances, the alter 
infomiation can supplement infomiation gained through the study of outbuildin| where known industnal 
or m'ufacturing activities took place. An outbuilding identified as an early 19^ century ̂ boe ŝ op is 
extant near the Stanley Lake House at 95 River Road. Histoncal evidence also ^^ifie the Balc^^^^^^ 
as tamiers and cuniers with a tanyard on the Hill Stred property and a cunymg shop west of the house at 
rHrSt reeThi many instances, however, the contents of occupational rdated features may be the only 
infomiation available that "cottage industries" were present. , 

(continued) 
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Umnarked graves at the Old Lake Cemetery on the Cummings Estate may also ^ontiibute imp̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
mrmiation that contributes to the significance ofthe River Road - Cross Sfred Histonc Distncti 
AddWonal historical research combined with archaeological survey and testing may locate mun̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
CTaves and estabhsh the boundaries ofthe cemetery. Its intemal configuration, and range of dates for 
S t e r l T i — and analysis of umnarked graves may identify whether Lake Fâ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
^e tiie only individuals buried or whether paupers, unknown persons, or other indigents are also intened. 
Ss te rgSsmdy of skddal remains can contribute descriptive infomiation on the stature and general 
herb of âk̂ ^̂ ^ members while material cultiire items associated with bunals may contnbute 
social, cultiiral and economic infomiation specific to the individual or Lake Family. 

(end) 
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Name of Property 

Essex County, MA 
County, StBtB 

Acreage of Property apprnximRtftlv 450 acres . 

UTM References ^ 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

1. 19 
Zone 

2. 19 
Zone 

340180 
Easting 

340260 
Easting 

4721320 
Northing 

4721210 
Northing 

Verbal Boundary Description „„u„»»v 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

See continuation sheet. 

3. 19 
Zone 

340010 
Easting 

4 . 1 9 340230 
Zone Easting 

1 ^ See continuation sheet 

See continuation sheet. 

4720820 
Northing 

4720800 
Northing 

ni,, n i i l i l i r n n r h n l r r n r - - - M . . . . . . r^rr^^r^nntion non.i.lt.nt. n m - r r i r n h r r n MP Pirertorfor MHC 

orgnni-ntinn Mn-i-ifl^^^' '"'-•t^ Histnriral Cnmrnission date Mfiroh 2QQ5 

street & niimhrr ??0 Mnrr'^^^Y R'̂ f̂  

city or town_EQSlQa-

. telephone Ri7-7?7-R470 

. state MA , zip code__m25_ 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 
Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A I ieri<? man f7 5 Of 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A S ma'pTo^istoric districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Representative black and white photographs d the property. 

A d d i t i o n a l i t e m s (Check with the S H P O or F P O for any additional items) 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name multiple 

street & number. 

city or town Tnpsfiftid 
. statft MA 

. telephone. 

. zip code niflR3 

benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. seq., 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is es.im^^^^^^^^^ 

S u c t i o n s , gathering and maintaining data, and - ' - f J ^ n ^ T p T s T r v i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service ^ A ' Y r Y A m 
S X < A e T a n 6 Budget, Papenvork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington. DC 20503. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Zone 19 - Ipswich and Salem Quads 

T TTM REFERENCES 

All UTM references are in Zone 19.. 

POINT FASTING NORTHING 
339 920 4720 110 
339 760 4720 230 
339 620 4270 040 
339 520 4720 080 
339 500 4720 000 
339 170 4720 190 
339 420 4720 480 
338 810 4720 700 
338 680 4720 900 
338 660 4721 520 
339 000 4721 580 
339 060 4721 870 
339 270 4722 110 
339 570 4721 910 

E 
F 
G 
H 
I 
J 
K 
L • 
M 
N 
O 
P 
Q 
R 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The boundaries follow lot lines on Assessors Map #s 40, 47, 48,49, 55 56, 57, 62, 63, ^ ^ ^ A ^ ^ ^ ^ Z t 
is one exception to this instance. Land on the north side of River Road has been subdivided in 2000 That 
portion of Lot #48-13 which is north ofthe northem line of Lot #48-08 is excluded from the district 
because visually it no longer is linked with the farm land along River Road. Therefore only about one-
half of the 22-acre lot is included in the district. 

(continued) 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA ,jyc^^ ^Ho^S?/v-72;'/2f 

Zone 19-Ipswich and Salem Quads C^,o,\zHoni\HH^^\oO 

TTTM REFERENCES 

•I /• >• 0-

0^ 

All UTM references are in Zone 19. 

POINT 
E 
F 
G 
H 
I 
J 
K 
L 
M 
N 
O 
P 
Q 
R 

EASTING 
" l 3 ? 9 2 0 " ^ 3 m ^ 

-339-620 ^^""^^"^ 
-^3^9520^^''^''^ 
J39^0 2^^^^^ 
l^^yi=f^3h^\n 

338-84-0 33 S S'^l 

338 680^3^^"^'^ 
338 660-33-8 6«?-7 
339 000-33 
339 06a 3 i f ' 
339^W-33'>2.^'' 

NORTHING 
4720440 
4720-230- ^"^^'^ ^ 
4 2 7 0 ^ 0 — 
4720 0 8 0 - 4 - ? ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
472^000—'^7^'^^ '^ 
4720190~iY7X<?''2-'7 
4720 480 ^ 1 ' ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ 
4720 7O0-H7^°'^ 

4720 900 ''''^An^'^ 
4721 520_̂ "̂  
4721 580 ^'''^'1,!^ 
4721 870 ^^•^'^^^^ 

4721 9T0"f 7^2^'" 

Verbal BounHarv Description 

The boundaries follow lot lines on Assessors Map #s 40, 47, 48,49, 55 56, 57, 62, 63, (•^•J '̂̂  ^ ' ^ ^ ! ' ' 
is one exception to this instance. Land on the north side of River Road has been subdivided in 2000. That 
portta of W M8-13 which is north ofthe northem line of Lot #48-08 is excluded from the distnct 
because visually it no longer is linked with the fann land along River Road. Therefore only about one-
half of the 22-acre lot is included in the district. 

(continued) 
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Boundary Justification 

The River Road - Cross Street Historic Farms and Rural Retreat Historic District bound^^es follow lot 
lines of properties that historically had an association with the farms m this area of Topsfield most of 
which wrbecame rural retreats in the nineteenth and the twentieth century. The properties -eluded m 
I^disTrict provide an important link between the agricultural history and rural retreat histoiy and convey 
I h i S c s about farmLg in Topsfield as well as the way in which wealt^^ 
North Shore prominent residents used their Topsfield estates as rural retreats retaining the farmmg 
component in most cases. 

There are two instances in which a recently divided lot is not included " ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ A ^ ^ ^ A } ^ ^ ^ ^ 
although the land and resources once were integral to the distnct. The small lot west of 82 River Road 
wLichfnce was the site of Miss Cummings' chauffeur's house was divided from the larger parcel m 
2000, a new house has been constructed on the lot, and ca. 1920s chauffeur's cottage ^^^^heduled for 
removal from the lot. Two lots along the westem edge of Meredith Farm bordenng on Cross and Rowley 

Streets also are not included in the district. One is open land, the other has a house that once was 
fefeifed to a honeymoon cottage used by a Meredith Farm worker; however this house has been̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
substantially. These properties are on the edge ofthe district boundanes, and while they are linked 
historically, they would be considered non-contributing due to alterations and new constmction. 
Therefore they are not included in the district. 

(end) 
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Photographs: y'f I 

Photo # Address ' * 

1. 45 Salem and 1 Hill St. 

2. 49 Salem Road 

3. 1 Hill Street 
4. 9 River Road 
5. River Road 
6. 68 River Road Fields, 
% 68 River Road 

82 River Road 
9. 82 River Road 
10. 82 River Road 
11. 82 River Road 
12. 93, 95 River Road 
13. 85 River Road 
14. 49 Prospect St. 
15. 58 Prospect St. 
16. 29 Cross St. 

17. 29 Cross St. 

18. 29 Cross St. 

19. 41 Cross St. 

View ,4, • 

Looking west down Salem Road 
Looking south to main fa9ade 
Looking west main fa9ade 
Looking nw across fields at 9 River Road 
Looking west along River Road 
Looking sw over fields at 68 River. 
Main fa9ade looking south 
Main fa?ade, looking south 
Steps to terrace looking north 
Lake Cemetery 
Garden Gazebo - looking east 
View west on River Road 
View of main fafade looking north 
y4 view looking nw. 
VA view looking se 
View of planted fields at Meredith Farm looking 
north , u 
View of end of house, ice house and garage behind, 
looking north 
View of farm complex - small bam and large bam 
looking wnw 
View of main fa9ade looking wnw. 

(end) 
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MHC# 

TOPSFIELD 
RIVER ROAD-CROSS STREET HISTORIC FARM AND RURAL RETREAT HISTORIC DISTRICT 

DATA SHEET 
A S S R # S T # STREET NAME HISTORIC NAME STYLE DATE STATUS TYPE 

281 56-02 17 Bradstreet Lane Moses Bradstreet House 

56-02 17 Bradstreet Lane barn 
56-02 17 Bradstreet Lane sheds 

im 62-35 29 Cross Street Daniel Bixby House 

914 62-02 29 Cross Street Agricultural fields - hay and pasture 

62-35 29 Cross Street Ice House 
62-35 29 Cross Street Garage 

m 62-02 29 Cross Street Large Barn m 
62-02 29 Cross Street Small Barn 

are 62-02 29 Cross Street Concrete Barn and sheds 

279 55-11 41 Cross Street J. Morris Meredith House 

280 55-11 41 Cross Street Wigglesworth, Edward Playhouse 

174 56-03 1 Hill Street John Balch House 

56-01 5 Hill Street house 
Agricultural fields (was Pingree, now 

63-03 Hill Street Meredith Farm - 70 acres) 

40-02 49 Prospect Street Charles H. Lake House 

40-02 49 Prospect Street Topsfield Nurseries Windmill 

40-01 55 Prospect Street house 
48-06 58 Prospect Street Percy Chase House 
48-03 63 Prospect Street house 
48-15 64 Prospect Street house 
48-07 66 Prospect Street unknown 

134 57-02 9 River Road Balch/Bradstreet/Walsh House 134 
57-02 9 River Road new garage/barn 

56-04 15 River Road house 

284 48-14 29 River Road (aka 31) house 

288 48-13 29 River Road (was #45) Springhouse 288 29 River Road (was #45) 
Matthew Sweeney House (moved fromMain 

135 48-08 45 River Road Street) 

286 48-08 45 River Road Saltonstall Barn 

287 48-08 45 River Road Greenhouses 287 
48-08 45 River Road Saltonstall Fields 

136 48-09 68 River Road John Saltonstall House 

137 48-09 70 River Road Lake Bradstreet House 

Italianate 
modern 
modern 
Greek Revival 
Landscape 

New England barn 

modern 
Arts & Craft / 
Bungalow 
Bungalow 
Georgian 
Ranch 

Landscape 
Italianate 

farmhouse 
Shingle Style 
cape 
neo-colonial revival 
Ranch 

Georgian 
neo-colonial revival 
neo-colonial revival 
neo-colonial revival 

Greek Revival 
Gambrel - CR 

Georgian Revival 
Second Period -
Gambrel 

1875 
late 20th c. 
late 20th c. 

ca.1800 
20th c. 

ca.1920s 
1921 

ca.1880s 
1921 

20th c. 

1900 
ca. 1920s 
ca.1769 

mid 20th c. 

1866-1871 
late 19th c. 

1999 
1899 
1998 
2004 

late 20th c. 
pre-1769/ca. 

1851 
2003 
2004 
2004 

early 20th c. 

ca. 1851 
ca.1920s 

1940s-1950s 

1921 

ca.1760 

C 
NC 
NC 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 

NC 

C 
C 
C 

NC 

C 
C 
C 

NC 
C 

NC 
NC 
NC 

C 
NC 
NC 
NC 
C 

C 
C 
C 
C 
C 

B 
B 
B 
B 
Si 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 

B 
B 
B 
B 

Si 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 

B 
B 
B 
B 
St 

B 
B 
B 
B 
B 

B 



MHC# ASSR # ST 

48-09 
48-09 

291 48-09 

2S9 48-09 

mB 48-09 

Sf? 48-09 
91i 48-09 
91§ 48-09 

48-09 
138 48-11 
293 48-11 
294 48-11 
295 48-11 
920 48-11 
802 48-10 
919 48-11 

48-11 

216 48-02 
48-02 

139 48-01 

140 47-31 
140 47-31 

47-31 
144 63-04 
326 63-04 
327 63-04 
145 63-04 
331 63-04 
333 63-04 
330 63-04 
332 63-04 
921 63-04 
328 63-04 
329 63-04 
334 63-04 

TOPSFIELD 

RIVER ROAD-CROSS STREET HISTORIC FARM AND RURAL 
DATA SHEET 

iTREET NAME HISTORIC NAME 

68 River 
68 River 
68 River 
68 River 
68 River 
68 River 
68 River 
68 River 
68 River 
82 River 
82 River 
82 River 
82 River 
82 River 
82 River 
82 River 
82 River 

Road 
Road 
Road 
Road 
Road 
Road 
Road 
Road 
Road 
Road 
Road 
Road 
Road 
Road 
Road 
Road 
Road 

85 River Road 
85 River Road 

95 River Road 
95 River Road 
95 River Road 
45 Salem Road 
45 Salem Road 
45 Salem Road 
49 Salem Road 
49 Salem Road 
49 Salem Road 
49 Salem Road 

49R Salem Road 
49 Salem Road 
49 Salem Road 
49 Salem Road 
51 Salem Road 

Coolidge Dog Kennels 
Bath house 
Saltonstall Boat house 
Garage 
Water trough / Sarcophagous 
Coolidge Footbridge 
Gazebo 
Landscape Overlooking Ipswich River 
Tall Hedge surrounding former pool site 
Margaret Cummings House 
Cummings Garage 
Cummings Gardener's Cottage 
Cummings Pump House 
Cummings Garden Pavillion 
Old Lake Cemetery 
Garden Landscape 
Remnant of Robert Cram Garden 
Zaccheus Gould House (address change-
was 73 Prospect St. 
barn 

Eleazer Lake, IV House 

Stanley Lake House 
Lake Barn 
Shoe Shop 
Annar Pingree House 
David Pingree II Carriage House 
David Pingree Wheatland Garage 
Capt. Thomas Perkins House 
Asa Pingree Carriage House (granite) 
David Pingree II Barn 
Wheatland Garage 
David Pingree Wheatland Cottage 
David Pingree II Fish Pond 
chicken coop 
chicken coop 
Wheatland Caretakers House 

RETREAT HISTORIC DISTRICT 

STYLE DATE STATUS TYPE 

Utilitarian 
Gothic Revival 
Utilitarian 
Utilitarian 

Landscape 
Landscape 
Tudor Revival 
Tudor Revival 
Bungalow 
brick - utilitarian 
Colonial Revival 
Landscape 
Landscape 
Landscape ^ 

First & Second Period 
Utilitarian 
Federal/Greek 
Revival 

First Period 
First Period 
Utilitarian 
Greek Revival 
Greek Revival 
neo-colonial revival 
Federal 
Greek Revival 
New England barn 
Utilitarian 
neo-colonial revival 
stone & concrete 
wood & metal 
wood & metal 
modern cottage 

1955 C B 
ca.1880s C B 

1920s C B 
ca.1921 C B 

early 20th c. C St 
1979/1990s NC St 

1960 NC St 
from 1760s C Si 

1920s-1940s C Si 
1909 C B 
1909 C B 
1922 C B 
1909 C B 
1910 C St 

from 1800s C Si 
1910-1960S C Si 

1929 C Si 

1670s-1700s C/NR B 
19th c. C B 

1808/1845 
ca. 1693/ ca. 

1710 
ca. 1718 

early 19th c. 
1836-37 

late 19th c. 
mid 20th c. 

1806-07 
1850 

1907-08 
early 20th c. 

mid 20th c. 
early 20th c. 

1990s 
1990s 

mid 20th c. 

C/NR 
C/NR 

C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 

NC 
NC 
C 

B 

B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
m 
i 
m 
B 
B 
B 



MHC# 

TOPSFIELD „^„.^.r 
RWER ROAD.CROSS STREET HISTORIC FARM AND RURAL RETREAT HISTORIC DISTRICT 

ASSR # ST # STREET NAME HISTORIC NAME STYLE 

Salem Road 
64-06 Salem Road 

New NR Listings 
Total Contributing = 52 

Buildings = 39 
Sites =9 

Structures =4 
Objects = 0 

Previous Contributing NR Buildings = 3 

Bridge over Ipswich River 
Pingree Field - Sledding Hill 

Cast Concrete 
Landscape 

DATE STATUS TYPE 

1931 C 0Y 
C I 

Total Non-Contributing = 15 
Buildings = 13 

Sites = 0 
Structures = 2 

Objects = 0 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE • * 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES :" ; , 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY River Road--Cross Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
. NAME: 

MULTIPLE Farms and Rural Retreats of T o p s f i e l d , Massachusetts MPS 
NAME : 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Essex 

DATE RECEIVED: 4/12/05 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 5/11/05 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 5/26/05 , DATE OF 45TH DAY: 5/26/05 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 05000465 _̂  ' 

''REASONS FOR REVIEW: ' •.^ 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 5 0 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: Y SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N ' 

A ACCEPT RETURN REJECT 5 j^(&j()S' DATE 

„ ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

Ni5f<^le4ii( aU arcUdtduva^ yj-^i^vuAaJ <A>1^ 

REVIEWER 

RECOM./CRITERIA 

A\A^/iiLQ DISCIPLINE U^r^Aygyy, 

TELEPHONE DATE AA^j^dM'T 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 

I f a nomination i s retu r n e d t o the nominating a u t h o r i t y , the 
nomination i s no longer under c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the NPS. 

y.^y 
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