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1. Name of Prnparty
historic name. River Road - Cro.ss Street Historic District
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2. Location

street & number Cross, Prospect Streets, River, Salem Roads « not for publication
city or town_ Topsfield [2 vicinity
state Massachusetts . code_MA_ county. Essx . code 009  zipcode 01983

3. StatfilHfitjfiral Agftntly Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this Bliominatlon
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
HistojieMlaces and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
iSKfieets « does not meet the/National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant
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Name of Property

5. ClassiflcatiQn
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

[“private *building(s)
~public-local [~district
epublic-State e site
epublic-Federal e structure
eobject

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
Historic Farms and Rural Retreats of Topsfield, MA.MPS

First Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TRA

B. Function or tJse

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling, secondary structure
AGRICUITURF/SIJRSLSTFNCE: storage, agricultural
field, animal facility, horticultural facility, agricultural
outbuilding

INDUSTRY/PROCESSING: energy facility - windmill
LANDSCAPF: garden, forest, natural feature

TRANSPORTATION- road-related (vehicular) - bridge

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

COLONIAL: First Period Georgian

EARLY RFPUBI IC: Federal

MiD-19"MC.: Greek Revival

LATE VICTORIAN: Italianate Shingle Style

LATE 19"EARLY 20" C. REVIVALS.: Colonial Revival

LATE 19* FARI Y ?0" C. AMERICAN MOVEMENTS:

Bungalow/Craftsman

Narrative Description

Essex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
22 r .building
Q. sites
. structures
objects
J5_ Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

3 (Z. Gould House, Lake House and Barn) 1990 in

First Period TRA

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling, secondary structure
AGRICUI TURF/SURSISTFNCF: storage, agricultural

field, animal facility, horticultural facility, agricultural

outbuilding

LANDSCAPE: garden, forest, unoccupied land, natural

fealune

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation BRICK, STONE, CONCRETE

walls WOOD rweatherhoard. shingle® STONE

roof WOOD (shake). ASPHAI T

Other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

SEE ATTACHED
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7. Description

The River Road-Crass Street Higtoric District, part of the Historic Farms and Rural Retreats of Topsfield,
MA Multiple Property Submisson, condds of 52 contributing buildings, structures, and Stes which
collectively meke up this agricultural and edatedistrict. Properties representative of this agricultura and
edate theme range from the early settlement areaof the Lake Family to a collection of agricultural
properties of local farmsand country retreats just south of the center village of Topsfield. Topsfieldis
located inthe middle of Essex County, north of Boston.

The gpproximately 450-acre district retains the evidence of an important deveopment pattem in
Topsfield; the evolution of the agricultural landscgpe of 18™ and 19" century farms to nineteenth and
twentieth century rural retreaets. The broader context established inthe Rural Development in Topsfield,
(ca. 1670 to 1955) Multiple Property Submisson iswell supported inthe River Road-Cross Street
Higtoric District. Nearly all of the property types described in the context statement are found inthis
digtrict: farms, farmsteads, rurd retreats, rurd districts, rura dwellings, outbuildings, agricultural

landscapes, and rura retreat landscapes.

The digtrict occupies alarge nearly rectilinear areawest of US Route 1 and south of the town center, the
village of Topsfield. Open agricultura land lines the southem and part of the eestem border. Mid-20"
century housng aranged inalinear pattem aong the narrow country Rowley Bridge Road forms most of
the westem didtrict boundary. Topsfield Village (NR/LHD) lies lessthan one-haf mile to the north, & the
north end of Progpect Street. Much of the eestem digtrict boundary is Route 1, an important north-south
route thet was the primary 19" century aooess bringing the early Wedthy ownersto Topsfield from their
primary resdencesin Sdem and Boston.

The digtrict boundaries follow property lines & each edge, where they border aress of open goecead
resdentid development. Famis are arranged aong the five roads of the district, and farmland isa
primary feature of the district's agricultural landscgpe. The topography varies from upland dong
Progpect Street and Sdlem Road to low-lying arees dong the Ipswich River, which meanders through the
district in an east-west direction.

(continued)
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Thisrura agricultural district of mral retreats, farms, and farmgteads includes many property types
dwellings ranging from modest sized farmhouses to large architect-designed edate houses, outbuildings
including bams, garages, a pump house, an ice house, and others, and assodiated landscapes-both
desgned and vernacular-including acemetery, agricultura fields, and gardens.

Architecture of al periods of deveopmentfi-omFirst Period to Modem is displayed. Spatid rdationships
of resourceson farmsand mral retreats are important characteristics that convey a sense of use of the
properties and periods of development - particularly the layering of periods as shownin some farms that
evolved into mral retredts.

Noncontributing resources which are modem in constmction but retain a sanse of the domestic scale of
the contributing buildings include seven dwellings, acouple of bams, asmall cluster of a concrete bam
and sheds, chicken coops, afootbridge, and a gazebo.

Setting

While the setting is akey component of each property, there are generd district characterigtics that
contribute to the agricultural farms and mral retregts context and thet illustrate theri chnessof the mral
development in Topsfield. The pastora beauty of this district cannot be overstated and the transition from
the busy north-south Route 1 (Boston Street, dso once referred to as the Newburyport Tumpike) to the
narrow roadsthat lead one through thisdistrict is an important featurethat contributesto the mral quality.

The landscgpe dong River Road and Cross Street comprises rolling pasture land, planted fields, and vistas
with farmgteads and estate houses, some dose to the road and others set back dong tree-lined entrance
drives. Mature treesand gdonewalls line River Road. (Photo #5) Openings to the pagtures are marked by
capped pogs and board fences painted white. Cross Street d0 islined in part by agonewall which hes
piers st a angles marking the maple-tree lined driveway leading back to the main house, which is not
visiblefi-omthe road. Vigasfi-omCross Street |ooking north, across rolling meadows and dmmlins with
natura borders a the Ipswich River, and the abutting farms and edates on the north sde of theriver, are
unintermpted and remind one of therichnessof thisagricultura landscgpe. (Photo #16) Sdem Roed, the
entrance to the districtfi-omwell-traveled Boston Street (Route 1), hes similar characteristics: therolling
Sedding Hill that dopesto the river onthe north sde; a 19" century farmstead on the south Sde; and an
18* century farmstead a the west end where Sdem meatsHill Street. Stone walls and mature treesline

(continued)
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both sdesof Sdem Road. (Photo #1) On the south Sde the gonewall ismore unifonn in constmction
than the randomly laid gonewall onthe north sde. The more formal wall on the south sde hes granite

pogts marking each entrance, and an iron gate a the entrance to the Federd-style house which has amore
formal gpproach than other dwellingsin the immediate area

Sdem Road dopeswesterly to Hill Street, then bears to the north with asmall grassed triangle & the
blending of thetwo roads. Progressing north, just before River Road on the west, Sdem Road crossss
the Ipswich River viaaWPA Bridgeof 1931. At thispoint the Ipswich River during awet sseson is

Soread out over amarshy areaas it bends northeriy and then westerly to mn dose to River Road before
meandering of fdown behind the estates on the south sde of River Road.

Farmsteads and Rural Retreat Descriptions

Descriptions of the contributing properties of the River Road-Cross Street Historic District follow and are
presented geographicaly and chronologically. The intent isto develop a picture of the evolution of eech

farm or etate. Namesof owners and properties when first described are st out in bold type and
address=sare imderlined.

Lake Village

The northeast comer of the digtrict was informally known as "Lake Village" for the many generations ot
Lakes who molded this cultural landscgpe, much of which remains today. While the Lake family leftits

mark on the land over the course of many generaions, there are a couple of historic properties in thisarea
not associated with the Lakes. The most notable isthe earliest building inthe district, the Zaccheus
Gould House

During the last quarter of the 17" century Zaccheus Gould and his ancestors constmcted the First and
Second Period dwelling & 85 River Road (formerly known as 73 Progpect Street, 1670-1700, Map #48-
02, MHC #216, NRTRA, Firgt Period Buildings of Easem Massachusetts Thematic Nomination: 1990).
Thefive-bay,two and one-half story, single-pile house displays acentra chimney and hes an early 20

centiiry reex ell. The housebegan as asingle cell amcture and was enlarged by the addition of the rooms
on the left 9de of thennow centra chimney in ca 1700. (Photo #13)

With the advent of the new century membersof the Lake family settled in this same areq, a the First

(continued)
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PonoH Stanlfry-T.ake House a 95 River Road (ca 1693/ca 1710, Map #47-31. MHC #140, NRTRA:
First Period Buildings of Eastem Massachusetts 1990). Mathew Stanley isreported to havebuilt the
original house, asingle cell ssmcture, ca 1680 to 1693 and expanded with alean-to to the eet and the
raising to two fiiU gories ca 1710. One highly significant feature is the drop pendant which survives in
the now endosed overhang a the original east end of the house. Itisone of only two such features, that is
extant, documented in Essex County to date. The Stanley-Lake House (S0 named for Eleazer Lake who
purchased the property in 1718) was expanded in 1752 to its present eight-bay, 1Yz story, single-pile form.
(Photo #12) On the same property isthe remarkably well-preserved Lake Barn (Map#47-31, NRTRA:
First Period Buildingsof Eastem Massachusetts, 1990)) dsofi:omthe First Period. Thismassve pre-
1718 bam is along four-bay building, with afifth bay added afew yearsafter the initial constmction. It
isawindowless building with vertica-board siding and apair of high swinging doors remaining on one
long sde. Itsheavytimberfi-amehas massve hewn beams, braces, andflared”gunstock™ podts. Itsroof
fi-aming iscompaosed of principal raftersand purlins. Nearby is ashoe shop, dsowell preserved,
demondtrating the early farming pattems that included cottage industiies and winter work putting together
shoes and other legther products. The shoe shop was not listed previoudy in the National Regider.

Next door isthe Eleazer Lake 1V House, 98 River Road (Map #48-01, MHC #139) built in 1808 ad
1845 by fourth and fifth generation Lakes. Each part of the 19" century Lake dwellingislYz soneswith

the early three-bay block on a granite foundation and the 1845 sde wing, adso three-bayswide, on bnck.
(Photo #12)

L ake property extended northeriy aong Progpect Street up over Lake's Hill (once known as BiUingsgete
Hill, or as Lang's Hill inthe 1840s) and provided good land for the nurserymen of the mid-19 century
generation who ran Topsfield Nurseries. Congmcted by ason of the fifth generation of Lakes, the fine
Itdianate Charles H. Lake House, 49 Progpect Street (Map #40-02. MHC #1.32) is goproached by a long
driveway ornamented with along dlee of trees. (Photo #14) Broadfiel dsstretch out behind and to the
south sde of the finely daborated house, which is Stuated neer the top of the hill. The main houseisa
largefive-bay,2Y2 sory smcture with asde-gabled roof axd aszeablerear €ll, the roof of whichis
perpendicular to the mainblock. Features characteridtic of the Itaianate style include the broad center
wall gable, windows with high, scroll-bracketed canopies, large paired brackets a the wide roof overhang,
panded comer boards, single-story polygonal bays, and the characteridtic Itaianate double-leaf, glass-
and-pand, main entrancedoor. Only remnantsof a pyramida Topsfield Nurseries windmill (MHC
#300) remain, recalling the former outbuildings on this property.

(continued)
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Land belonging to the Lakes dso extended south of River Road, where extant resources still evoke a
senee of the broad extent of the Lake family farms. Close to theriver,on the Cummings Estate, which is
fully described below, thereis asmall family burial ground. The Old Lake Cemetery 82 River Road
(Magp #48-10, MHC #802) is aforty-foot square plot marked by three foot high rough cut granite posts
linked together by an iron chain. Twelve gones marble and Manite, are aranged in rows and eech is
marked with the initials of a Lake family member with the exception of threefi-omthe late 1900s (Photo
#10). Remnantsof an old cart path leadingfi-omthe road edge near the Stanley-Lake House connect this
small burial ground to the Lake family farmsadong River Road. On the Sdtongdl Edtate, dso described
below, is another Lake family housethat datesfrom ca. 1760. Known asthe Lake-Bradstreet-Webster
House, 70 River Road (Map #48-09i_MHC # 137), the Y2 story gambrel-roof cottage conggsof a five-
bay main block with wings on each sde of different periods and szes. The houseis named to recal
owners prior to Sdtongtal. Although itwas moved and reoriented a the timethe Saltonstall house was

congmcted in 1920-1921, the cottege retains itsmassng and form aswell as its chimney centered on the
ridge.

Balch Properties

Two mid- to lae-18*" century dwellings are within the district and have later histories associated with
owners who amdgamated surrounding farmsinto rural retrests. However, their early datesand
association with a prominent Topsfield family cams them aplace in the early development of thisdistrict.
Theca 1769 John Balch House, 1 Hill Street (Mgp #56-03, MHC #174), is a the bottom of the Sdem
Road hill leading from Route 1. The houseisone of Topsfield'sfew 18 century gambrel-roofed houses
(two of which arein thisdistrict). Built as a22 gory,five-bayGeorgian house with apair of massve
ridge chinmeys, the property hes taken on the typical New England "connected farmstead” form by
additions of atwo-story northwest wing, and smdler 1¥2 sory cottage addition connecting to the
handsome New England bam of the sscond half of the 19" century. On the south end of the houseis a
piazza, carried by Tuscan-syle columns, built in 1912. The two-story wing gopearsto date from this time
when the Bal ch descendant owning the property converted the family homesteed into amral retrest. The
Boston landscgpe architects. Pray, Hubbard & White, designed an omamentd garden in the old orchard.

Surviving plant materia includes amassng of rhododendrons and some scattered firs intergpersed with
old gpple trees. (Photo #3)

The Balch-Bradstreet-Walsh House, 9 River Road (Map #57-02, MHC #134), is nearby on the north
dde of the Ipswich River. Once asngle-gtory farmhouss, it was built prior to 1769, (probably in the early

(continued)
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1750s) by John Balch. who dso built his"new house' by 1771 a 1 Hill Street. 1n 1851 the house was
rased totwo sories and trimmed out in the Gresk Revival stylewith a center enfrance with a sx-panded
door and flanking fiiU sidelights, wide comer boards, and widefii ezewith molded thnm and boxed
comice. Thehouseis st a adight angle to the road, perhaps to directly face the nver. which runs on the
south sde of the road. ThisBalch house dso hes twin interior chimneys (set behind the roof ndge), but

of a andler scde than thoseon the Hill Sfreet John Balch House. Although the house now dts on aone-
acreparcd, the sun-ounding agricultural fiel ds once were associated with this modest farm which m bits
and pieces became part of one of the largest local mral retreats of John Saltonstall. followed m ownership
by Frederick B. Sears and finally by William Coolidge. A smdl ca. 1910 bam was demolished for the
constmction of a new bam / garagein 2002. (Photo #4)

Perkins-Pingree Farm r- *

Ore of the earliest rurd retreatsisthe Perkins-Pingree Farm (Map #63-04, MHC Area ) first
established in 1807 when Captain Thomas Perkins built one of Topsfield'smasterworks of the Federd
era the Captain Thomas Perkins - Asaand David Pingree 11 House, 49 Sdem Road (Mg #63-04
MHC #145) The large squaretwo-story, hipped-roof dwelling with four chimneys hes arear wing and a
dde porch. A handsome entry with deep-projecting dentilated gabled crown and asemi-circular leeded
fanlight over the panded door, isflankedby tall fluted lonic half-columns, and adornsthe beautiftilly
proportioned, restrained composition of the main facade. Windows have 6/6 saeh st in molded surrounds
with louvered wood shutters. The Federd architechird trim includes wide flat comer boards, amolded
boxed comice, and awater table near the foundation line, hiterior festures worthy of note are the high-
dyle Adamesque mantdpieces and the consderable Federd detail of reeding and rope moldings. The
fireplace surrounds that show a strong influence of Samud Mclntire, noted craftsman and cabinet maker
in Sdem in the early 19" century are embdlished with garlands, roping, reeding, shafts of wheet, and
fluted pilagters. A roof walk a the center of the present roof with its X-design baustrade probably dates
to the early 20* century expansion of the house.  (Photo #2)

Although the mid-19* century fann that had over 140 acres has been broken up. much of the surrounding
parcdsthat were the agriculhiral fieldsof the Perkins-Pingree Edate remain as open farm land fomiing
the context for thisproperty. The large meadow (Map Parcd #64-06) on the north sde of Sdem Road,
now belonging to the town of Topsfield, dopesto the Ipswich River and oncewas used by Pingrees tor
pagture Thissetting is one of the more picturesque views on the pagtora roadswest of Route 1. The
meadow and former pasture land behind the farm (Map Parcd #63-03) which extend dong the eest

(continued)
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dde of Hill Street and southerly to Garden Street, once were part of this Perkins-Pingree Farm. Now the
S i s in common ownership with Meredith Farm (described below) on Cross Strest and is faned. Thus
thesetwo parcds, north and south of the Perkins-Pingree Fami, retain the scamc context of the farm and
demondrate the proximity of agriculturafiel dssurrounding a farmsteed.

Thefifteen acresof the Perkins-Pingree Fami that remain with the buildings, along the deborg¥"vvw\
Federd "mansion house" cregte afamistead with houses, outbmldings, and aremnant of the agncultural
land. In addition to the main house, the complex incdludesthe Annar Pingree House, 45 Sdem Road
(MHC #144), built in 1836-1837 for AsaPingreesmother, who was Captam Thomeas Perkins dger. |he
Gresk Revival famihouse dandsin contiast to the high-style Federd Style Perkins House This gabled-
roof farmhouse displays afive-bayfa?ade with centered entrancethat istnmmed with half-length
sddights, flanking pilagters, and awidefiiezewith an echinus molding. (Photo#1)

An unusud old gable and carriage house, cdled the Asa Pingree Carriage House (MHC #331)built in
1850 to replace a chaise house that bumed a that time Sts southeadt of the fine Federd mansion. This
gone gdmcture with granite lintels and comer quoinsretains its date roof, a VA SAAREL
gable pesk, and amassve lintel that oncefomied the top of the carnage MM fAANMAANANA

tood dapboard carriage bam called the David Pingree | | Carriage House (MHC #326). next tothe

Grek Reviva Annar Pingree House, rests on afiel dstone.gramte. and bnck foundation, and has awide
pedimented faBade gable witii atriangular window.

The arangement of buildings, with the early-19” centuiy houses a the dreet front and carriage bams st
back shghtly and later bams behind the prominent dwellings, displaysthe setting, e -ANA"A
workmanship of a famistead in Topsfield. The 1907-1908 David Pingree || Barn (MHC #333) isa New
England bam, with the characteridtic large diding doors in the gable end topped atransom.
Windows have 6/6 sseh and there is alouvered cupola. Vinyl siding hes been gpphed f Jhi s buldnv™
Other features of the farmstead include an early 200 century mbbleflat roofed garage (MHC #330) bmit
into the dope of the land, asone and concrete omamentd fish pond (MHC #921) dso built into the
dope, and other mid-20" century garages and chicken coops. Onemid-20 centu™; M-PAX 7" "e severd
(MHC #332) built for afarm maneger is located behind the mam house Sun-oundmg the bam are severd

padtiires, enhancing the setting and conveying the agricultura pedt of this farmstead, which today
continues in agricultural use

(continued)
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Nearbv is another property associated with later generations of Pingrees - the Moses Bradstreet House a
SISS(Map%6-02. MHC #281). built in 1875. MWW\ —

Mndx; Rradstreetbv well-known local carpenter and housewnght. John H. Potter
e hfock xSh g™

a
, 1tie nouse compi
reer e T he main fafadefaces esst and digplays a center entrance.

Sow tofterlwes, L thetreadriver bar* in the diganesto the northwest. 1 Ttexe vistasreman
uninterrupted athough no longer part of this specific parcel.

TOru*al°eTomplex  has alongfarming history and isthe result of accumulated over toe
celries Locaed on Cross Stret and extending to Hill Street on the eest, R f “ndge Stteet on the
w T a”d the Ipswich River to the north. Meredith Farm, and 41 CrossAN'ANMNAAN fANFAY 0 A
5 11 MHC AreaN) clearly articulates the full range of devdopment froman 18 and 19 century laim
» aniXireTwhile retaningitsagrieulmra use as described in the MPS. 1t ,s one of the nchest
Ig”cXrSand ptouresque sel gsta Topsfield, with its unintemtpted vistas to surronndtng famrsove®
meedows and drumlinswith natural borders. Meredith Farm isthe best local example of afarm as

r X e”™ C oraisTmltion. Thesurviving landscgpe and the arrangement, design, and succ«.sion

of Mdtags”lvey significant information about agriculturein Topsfield aswell as farmingand rura
retregts.

On Meredith Farm the main houseis tucked back away from the road and the farmhouse and associated
outbmMnS» Cross Stredt, all surrounded by acres of agriculturalfields,mos o which
aestil S Ranted There are two entrances; one leading to the mam houseg, the other to the

?1"hou ennnnonn around acircle. The driveway.entrance to the main houseis located
erof ThefTrmb X g s and wraps around behind them. Itismarked by two low squaregriitepiers &

Sqfl&il’ 5 (il

beyond, providing a transition between adesgned landscgpe surrounding the
houseand the agricultural landscape beyond.

(continued)
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The sscond driveway pesses the rear of the farm house (now the entrance), and curves to the left m front
I[f hecfr| oJfAANAAN A sour branchesoff the circle and ~-PS  down behm™\»

ioin with the long driveway leading to the main house, hi kegpmg with the working part of the tarmsteag,
Sin colsmtt moreformal, gented main houseof therurd retrest P-PAN"" ANAN

the farmhouse and farmbuildings isopen utilitarian space, with  tivo "MW VWV

of the circle softening and augmenting the views of someof the farm bmldings from the road.

At the end of the long driveway to the main house there is aman-mede pond with flowering lily pads,

we pLg » and pond pi pings such asiris, ca-o-ninetails and loosestrifeon  mpvwwWw»w»»
westem edges The grassy area between the pond and the house has two enormous mgple trees, awillow,
Td aTee™MAn™ MANAA An esst-wed cari path leedsfrorn the pond across the fiel ™\

L ther cat path that is perpendicular to Crass Stregt and runs aong the edge to twofi el dsto the nver on
"northSirof the property. Thefiel dson the west and north sde of the farm complex and the mam

housef a d M * wUused as padure land, while those on the eest Sde stretching to the nver were
hayed.

The oldest dmcture on the property isthe famihouse, the tum of the 19" century Daniel Bixby House,
19 Criss LIS\ MH” #°04). Theorigina main faBade faces southeest overiooking an open
S Sf Si s theconventiondfive-bay,center-entrance fomi with ahandsomdy detailed classica
dor™Sculated bywideflat pilasters carrying an entablature embdlishedw » " e

and cgoped with amodillion comice. There isno gpproach to this entrance today as the entire
Gilding complex is aranged around acircle that pesses by the rear elevation, which h* become the
enfranceto the Bixby House today. Other features of the house probably date from aca. 1872

emrdeUrg inching wide rake boards in the gable ends, the boxed eaves, thewide flat comer boards,
ZtAm~MAo”L h. Thearangementt of fami buildingsisamog important feature of thl
Tg" ult*ral landscgpe that a0 has agpects of amral retreat. Buildings of note on the circle inchde the
cri920s ice house (MHC #272), a 1921 garage (MHC #273), and two barns; VWV
other built in 1921 that has awood dave silo atached. Thelarge barn (MHC #274) isthe oldest extant
OUM d [MAMAAA the property. Thislarge three-story New England bam has wood clapbo™d and
shssrnrnann on araisedfiel dstoneand mortar foundation. The north geb eend hes alarge
suZrdoor wkh two hay doors asove. A smdler door is centered on the long eedt Sde facing the circle
M1V g cow sTanchion windows line thissde eevation. Two smal ventilators straddle the roof ndge
~n'Jch endofl e "ngbam. Thesmall barn (MHC #275) dating from the 1920s, dso with agableroof,

(continued)
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isbuih into the dope of the land so that it hes araised open cellar dong the south Sde,  the gable end
tLt"acST he driveway there are two smal doors againgt each comer post and a centered long hay door
witl S n g squ™* above the cenfral bay. Theicehouse isatall VA sory smcture with aseeply
~tohedtSe oof that has awide rake on the Sdes resting on exposad rafter ends. The wood clapboard
bUI |dL regson aconcrete pad and has atall narrow door opening with an ice hook eove™ “he garage is
Sis st a an angleechoing the fomi of the 1900 main house. Thisb- W mf as beayvwwwwwww»

over the yearsto accommodato afami office, garage goace and living quarters on one end. (Photos#17,
18)

Themain house the J. Morris Meredith House a 41 Cross Sfreet (Map #55-11, MHC #279), was built
fo 9TsooTafterM eredith had purchased the fami. The architect of the unusud plan still isunknown.
?1 0 Impl e Hpoooon 1 dory dements ae = a ashght angle to eech other framingthem”™n
era”ct whichiswithfotie angle Thelow sprawling Arts and Crafts house hes three large painted
chfley; and severd domiers onitswide raking hipped roofs, eech o which have -- P MWYWWYWW
resemblfog rafter ends Three-part windows, another Arts and Crafts feature, have 88 sseh wi h flanking
"6l Z s Theland behindthe house drops off. s that the basement N nooon

The house overlooks the meedows of Meredith Fann. and bnck walks and low plantings fill thearea

L t enfoed J| of thedriveway and the house. (Photo #19) Nestledf othe trees northeest of the mam
house isf oeWigglesworth Flayhouse (MHC #280) asmdl housewifo bungaoid features.

Mrg”r”: Qumm™™YW of Cambridge purchased land that had been famied by the Lake f-jy

on wfoch to develop her mral retreat, the Margaret Cummings Estate. 82 River Road (Map #48-11,

MHC IreaP) Begimiing fo 1909, her architect brother, Charies Kimball Cummings, heped cregte tfos

X d M assemblde of brick Tudor Revival buildingsfo a pastord landscape that was enhanced b

renowned landscgpe architects such as Arthur Shurtleff (changed to Shurchff in 1930)  The edate

comprises four bmldings, the Lake Cemetery described above, and vanous landscegpe features that foma

foe st ng of thisimport;nt mral country retrest. The parcd that Cummings purchased had subgtantia
frontag"MM\ MM River Road and doped to the Ipswich River. It became oneof themogt P - " edate

sStings in Topsfield wifo its varied landscape of afomial clipped look cdoseto foehouseand amore
open, natura landscgpe in the digtance doping to the River.

(continued)
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The agricultural landscape of pagture land and orchards sun-oundsthe clugter of buildings st in a
designed landscgpe. A cart path, which had been laid out by the Lakes leading from their houseson River
Road to the family cemetery and the surrounding orchards, is still evident. Tfos path was extended
eaderiy to link the Cummings Edtate with the adjacent Sdtongtal Edtatein the mid-20 century.
Rhododendrons and mountain laurel planted in acurvilinear pattem are mixed with tall pines and

deciduousfreesdong the eestem end of the cart path to form a screen onf oeeastem Sde of the
Cummings Edtate.

The driveway from River Road, marked by sone piers, leedsto the assamblage of buildingswith the
house onf oel eft andf oegarage on foe right. The designed landscape (MHC #919) sun-ounfong foe
house and garageis outhned with brick walls, whichframethe ten-ace on the Ipswich River sde of the
house, endose akitchen garden onthe eest Sde, and connect the house and garage by screening the
sarvice yard in between thetwo buildings. The garden walls are covered with euonymous, and ahedge of
the same separates the walled tenrace areaand sSde lawn from alarger grassed area between the house and
gardener's cottage. The outline of the perennid garden designed by Arthur Shurcliff & well as the
Cummings Garden Pavilion (MHC #920) ca 1910, remain beyond the kitchen garden on the eedt Sde

of the house. Thebrick pavilion has ahipped roof canied by Tuscan columns with lattice screen between,
and abrick floor. (Photo #11)

The integration of the desgned and vemecular landscapeis achieved a the rear of the housewhere the
designed walled tenracegivesway to an infonnally tenaced hill that dopestowards theriver to a smdl
pump house and the Lake Cemetery. Thisinfonnal tenrading an-angament is marked by dab sone seps
= into the dope of thehill. Applefreesare planted on eech Sde of the steps of five of the six plateaus
that lead up to the walled terrace @f oerear of the house. (Photo #9)

Thetwo main buildings on the property are the Tudor Revival Margaret Cummings House ( MHC
#138) and Cummings Garage (MHC #293) both dating to 1909. The arcfotect-designed house ad
garage bonow from severd revival syles popular in the early 1900s. The house planisinregular and
congds of 2 Y2 gory brick dements that are geometricaly an-anged fonning L-plans. The houseissted
a adight angle to River Road, an orientation that enauresthat both the main entrance and the tenace
facing the Ipswich River are seen when gpproaching easterly on River Road. The driveway leedsto the
functional entrance, which is adightly projecting entrance bayframedby single baysof the main block.

(continued)
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A long projecting wing extends forward on the southeest Sde. Decorativetrim isuniform and includes
molded verge boardswith adrop finia in each gable pegk. 6/6 double-hung windows or six-light
casament windows st in molded woodframesthat are punched into the brick walls, and a string course of
dightly projecting heedersf oatwrgps around all parts of the house, creating aunifying effect. (Photo #8)

The garage hes adate-covered gable roof topped by an octagona cupolawith copperforretand
wegthevane. The main faBade of the building facing into the service yard digplays two projecting
asymmetrica pavilions, double carriage-house vertica-panded doors, and a centered ssgmenta arched
door topped by atall pedimented dormer in which there are paired hayloft doors. The combination of
both double-hung and casament windows is repeated in the garage.

Also designed by Charles Cummingsin 1909 isthe Cummings Brick Pump House (MHC #295). with
wood shingled roof and tiny pedimented dormers, eechwith assgmenta arched six-light window.
Located down in the old orchard neer theriver,the pump houseisof unusua design and location.

fo 1922 Charles Cummings added the Cummings Gardener's Cottage (MHC #294) to hissgter's
property. It isseduded a the eastem edge of the property and somewhat endosed by tall pines. This
small wood dagpboard bunga ow rests on amortaredfi el dstonefoundation and has three large pediment
dormers aop the doping roof, which svegpsdown to fonn the roof of the smple foil width open porch. A
amadl lawn extendsin front of the house. Later tfos cottage was known as the Secretary's Cottage.

Between the Shurcliff Garden Pavilion and the Gardener's Cottage is a plateau on which sood a small
teahouse, demolished only afew yearsago. Just below thisplateau isasmall taraced garden desgned by
Robert Nathan Cram in 1929. It has a fimi southem edgefomied by alow sone wall with square piers
marking alook-out where adightly bowed iron bausrade framesaview to the woods below. The sone
wall continues aong the westem edge with the same square piers marking an entranceto this smdl

garden. The northem edge of the garden soeceisbowed in shape, has a oneretaining wall fomiing the
unken part of the garden, and flower beds dong theinside.

Saltonstall Estate

Topsfield's John Saltonstall Estate (MHC AreaO), goread out on both Sdes of River Road, began With
the purchase of one fami in 1920 and continued throughout twenty yearsof ownership in which Satongal
asambled contiguous properties, af rendthat the subssquent owners, Frederick B. Searsand William

i |
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Coolidge perpefoated. Many offoebmldings and al offoeworking agriculturafieldswere in placelong
before Sdtongtd| arrived. Hisfirst purchasewasfoeold Lake-Braddreet Fann. which ~eluded the
vemecular gambrel-roof Lake-Bradstreet House 70 River Road ([ca. 1760]. Map #48-09, MHC #137)
and the surrounding farai land that doped to the Ipswich River, as well asfieldson the north Sde of River
Road It was tfos settfogf oatcaptured Saitongtdl's imagination - a place foat remindedf omof Virgima s
plantation houses overiooking foe James River-hence foe Georgian Revival design of Sdtongdl s
Topsfield mansion, wfoch he called "Huntwicke." Preparation of the Sto fo 1920-1921 for the mansion
included relocation of severd small buildings, incfodingf oerotation and rel ocation of f oegambrd  cottage.
Ore of the smdler cottages on the property was moved across the dreet to 31 River Road. This fine
heritage landscaperetains itsrolling pagture land, planted fields, and designed gardens dopingtofoe
Ipswich River Vigasto theriver are enhanced by maple, larch, and black locust trees a the eesem end
and mature maple and ok trees dong River Road as it goproachesf oedriveway enfrances. A low sone
wall linesf oefieldsaong River Road and opefongs infoewall have capped wood pogts and wfote board
fencfog, wfoch gppears to be ablend offoemral agricultura setting and foe more fomial designed
landscape doser to the main house. (Photo #6)

The John Saltonstall Hm...e. 68 River Road (Map #48-09, MHC #136) is st back from the road a the
westem sSde of foeproperty overiooking foelpswich River. Constmction of f O &five-parthipped-roofed
Georgian Revival brick manson, complete wifo hyphens and sde pavilions, tumed Mr. Sdtongtdl s
property ifoo one off oegrandest summer edatesin Essex County. Tfosedate demondrated weafo and
tegteinfoeoverdl landscgpe f oeviewfromf oeroad, andf oetree-lined grave drivewayf oattennmates in
front offoehousein awide lush grassed circle. Planted onfoecircleare tall maples and clipped

omamenta evergreens. The paved sarvice driveway mns aong the westem property line and bordenng on
it are the 1955 dog kennel (MHC #290), the 1924 succo garage (MHC #289), and the ca. 1760 gambrd
cottege - the Lake Braddtreet House - which was moved for the constmction of the bnck mansion.

The manson design consgts of afive-baytwo-story, hipped-roof center block wifo four tall cforrmeys
piercingf oeagphdt roof On each Sde of thisblock are brick pavilions connected to foe center block by
two-bay flush board wings. Projecting from the pavilion onf oewestem sde is alarge one-gory block
foat fonis acourtyard a the ten-ace onf oesoufo sde offoemanson. A modillion-block comice wrgps
aroundf oebrick blocks and contributes tof oesymmetry of desgn foat is inherefoin the Georgian Revival
dyle Two main enfrances are finely decorated in keegping wifof oearchitectura style of this mangon.
The cefoered entrance opening onto foe circular driveway onf oeRiver Road sde has a ax-panded door

(continued)
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topped wifo an dliptical fanUght andflankedby panded pilasters wifo fluted flared cgps that cany aw” e
entablature, including adecorativef riezeand degp projecting cornicewifo dentil molding. Thefreezeot
tfos door surround is decorated wifo bullseye Ughts, trigylphs. and rosettes  The entrance on the nver Sde
facing soufo iseven more degant. The large heavy panded door has awide elliptical fanlight spreading
across the wholeframe,wfoch congsts of nanrow panded pilastersframing the door andflankinghalf-
sdelUghts wifo leeded Ughts  Some interior features are worthy of note such asthe hi »

center garcase which was saved from an ancesfral Satonstall house once located in Haverhill that was

demolished fo 1919. Likewise, some of foepanding infoemafo roomson foefirst floor dso camefrom
this earlier house. (Photo #7)

The fomial tarace an-angamatt on the soufo Sde tiesf oegrand brick mans on tof oelandscgpe and the
foswich River beyond. French doors open ofoo awide raised grasstarace on which dand tfoee large
maples. At the foundation of the house are beds of pachysandra The outside edge of thefirst tavaceis
defined by agtone retaifong wall topped wifoflagstonecoping and lined at its base wifo smal clipped
yew andilex shmbs. Tfoswall wifo the plafoings and anofoerfiel dstonewall fonn asscond nenow
grassd tenace. The meadow betweenf oetaeraces andf oeriveris partially mowed, and reeds are found

S the edgeoffoeRiver. On the west Sde off oetenracesfoereis ahigh brick wall screeamngf oeview of
the service entrance and service driveway.

An open areaonfoelower dope soufoeest offoehouseis dotted wifo focal points such as agone
watering trough or sarcophagous (MHC #916) brougfotothe esato by CooUdgefromfosfather s
rmmerhousfin Manchester (demoUshed folate 1950s) and agazebo (MHC #918) from alate 1960s
Massechusatts Horticultural Society flower show. Eadt of the house and farther afield than these objects
isfoeone-gory Gofoic Revival board and batten buildingf oatwas moved downfoehill and reworked
wifotwo long lean-to porches as abath house (MHC #291). Afoghhemlock hedge behind the
bathhouse endosesf oedite of a swimming pool foatwasbuiU by Satongtdl and filled infoelate
twentiefo century. A short distance down the foil, soufo of the bathhouse and pool ste, on the bank of the
River is the ca 1920s board and batten boathouse (MHC #292). wfoch stands a the bese of a 1979
modem arched footbridge (MHC #917)overf oelpswich River.

fo 1920-1921 when buildfogs were moved and Ste preparation work occunred, Satonstall dso Purchesd
a Gresk Reviva Cape Cod cottage, known as the Matthew Sweeney House, that had been on Soufo Main
Street, and moved it over the foil to 45 River Road (Map #48-08, MHC #135) for acaretaker shouse

(continued)
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Thefive-bayCepe hes aGresk Revival center entrance wifo embellished ~hifraveand flailing half
StsMiJfodowsw . ANAAANAAN

located behind the house and a Succo

NN~ ZT(MScmS, now onthe property of 29 River Road) wifo awood door set m a Sone
enfrance isin the wide meedow eedt of tfosfamistead setting.

After completion offosmanson and rel ocating various bmldings. Saltongtal continued to purchese large
r nfzd R By 1930 he owned dl of the land onbofo Sdesof River Road from

S emR MWWWW\ of the Bach-Bradstreet-Wash famihouse & 9 River

| ol  Thi”*house remained on atiny parcd of landwhenitsearly "-"-fjj;"AAANNNNNNNAAN
farm land to Sdtongtal fo 1924. fo 1928 Sdtongtdl purchased the 1899 Shingle Style Percy Chase

H” se 58 Prosoect Street (Map #48-06), MHC  #297). Sa back from the road at the end of along

Nvew ; 7MNNe front of thehouseislandscgoed wifotall cedars pines and maplesas well as
TMQUS\MANNAAANN - The landscagped setting around the house includes AFANAAAANAA

laurel, and tall white pine. Other mature deciduous trees provide shdter to the setting. (Photo #15)

Tfoscomplex asymmetrica bfolding hes af oghgambrd roof and alarge gambrel P*vihon on the falBade,
wfoch contains thi”mafo entry & the first gory, two 6/6 sash windows & the sscond story, and a

kevdoned VWYV the gable peak. The entrance has adouble-leef, tfoee-pand door with paired

%s UJasMYWiop and isframedby pilagters and high honzontal eight-Ugfo windows. A lagVwWwwwww»w
heeded muW-ligfo stak hall window wifo a heavy keystone molding is on the main facade north of the
enfr™ce pavilSY“* Windows are varied, providfog interest and asymmetry to the design. An open porch

¢ m"d by"Tuscan columns projects from the soufosde. The land wifo”""-f gpe¥™

Road beforetwo lotswere divided for modem houseson the road edge. The garden behind the house
once extended into awooded area abutting the pagture land adjacent to 45 River Road. Thislot was

Tenrsubdlided, ad an additional housewasjust put up fo 2003 between the Percy Chase House and
the padture land.

Noncontributing Resources

Tfosdistrict has ofoy afew professonally desgned noncontributing properties, some on edates others on

JX Mel s of subLided land. Each ismodet m scdle and retains features similartocontnbuting
resources found in the district.

(continued)
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There are saven modem housesf othe disfrict. five ot which were bufo between 19% NpjAnjAANE
Road 29 River Road 63 Progpect Sfreet. 64 Prospect Street, and 55 Prospect Street.  Each has been

S dto"flecuhe scdeof the lot aswell a nearby properties. Each isbui ™YYW matends and
has "cfotecforal detailsthat draw on the periods of design represented mthe fostnct.

Archaeological Description

The presence of ancient Native American Stesis documefoedf othe district and ahigh potentia exists
that aMtfonal itoswill be found. Fifteen Stesare located fo the generd area(withm one mile),

n jywwwwwww 148)f othe westem part of the district Threef » «d —
west of the district may dso extend into the district arear Enviromnefoa charactendtics of the distnct
Tpre efloS "/ crfteria(dope, soil drainage, proximity to weflands) that AMAJINNANNIN
presenceof anciefo Native American dtes. Thefosfrictincludes severd well drained [V
dopineriverinetaraces fonnedf oglacial till and outwash depodts north and south of the Ipswich River.
SrrtricU.ies withfo100B feet of the Ipswich River or itsfloodplamwetlands. 1"own .tes
rererallv i Lk interpretativef of onnationbeyond their location. Anciefo Stos mthe region and m the
tow o Tgwwwww» Native American'settlemefo oans the foil range of occupation recognized for
sorhemX En” from the Pdeofodiantfoough Contact Periods. Site types mthe areaae d<0
exp S to b diverse activfoes 9zesranging from smaler campstes and specid
pup\gyvwwww to larger habitation Stesor villages. Given the above infomiation, the Sze o the
Napproximately 1O acres) and the mral nature of settlement, the presenceof ancient Native
L erican dtesisdocumented and af oghpotentia exigs that additiona stoswill be found.

A fogh potentia a0 exids for locatingfostoricarchaeologica resourcesf othe River Road " Q¥vWwwwwwa
H4OT”c District  Farnis, fannsteads, mral retreats, and ufomately the River Road - Cross Stregt Historic
S drict ifsd/vvwwwww of dwellings, oufofoldings, occupationd related features (trash pits
privies SANA landscgpes that survive as intact above ground architec ural resources and
Zects ieofogical resources Documentary research combined wifo archaeologica survey
Stino L c™efol mapping can help identify the foil range off oesestmctures and objects located on

ecprgy VYW and foeir orgamzationd pattem through time or siting as eaxrlier famis and
fanngteads evolved into later fanns, fanngeads, and mral retredts.

(continued)
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The potentid for locating evidence of First Period fannsand fannsteadsf othe digtrictis fogh. At the

2 cCGould, now a'85 River Road, smcturd evidence may exis from - - ™

oufofoldings that may have been located on the property. The exismg bam datesto the 19  century

i nrShe potentid for an eaUer dmcture. Archaeologica features such as abuilder strench,

at cfrd wXreMAMann conggmcetion. and ssmcturd evidence of later building -ovations

nresent  Occupationd related features may survivef othe vicinity of the house, bam. and other

S diiTmaman tfoough archaeologica reseercfo Pogt holes from fence posts and gf - — s

of stone w"' other objects that confributet othe agricultural landscape may dso exist above ad

below MYWWW - Smilar resourcesto those identified above may exist a the Stanley Lake House located a

B" 0o ad Araesurviva of aFirst Period Bam (ca. 1718) survives wifo the Lake House, howev r

no Sifouildfoi are mentioned. At leest one First Period dwelling may survive as an archaeologicd ste

foth”~""sS fo 1807 Captafo Thomas Perkins ifoierited fosfather's fami fo the fostnct and began
ongtrct onof a” resdence. The famfoouse where Captafo Perkins was bom and "y

ouSdfogs onthe 45 and 49 Sabm Road property no longer survive indicating evidence of them may
survive as archaeologica resources.

Most dwellines consmcted fo the district during the 187 19*. and 0™ centuries remafo intact on their

AnintraiteMVVWWWA instances, however, do oufouildings assodated wifo the onginal constmction
ANfEAZ AATN ormral retreet remafo Most occupationd rdlated feetures (tra® P A A~ A A A f

are dsono longer visfole as aresult of destmction. landscaping, or smply lack of use  Given the above,

« r a u S eofancllary dwelingsand outbmidings and occupationd-related features may

present Mwwwww resourcesf othe fostrict. Stmctura -denc™o™M

that bumed fo ca. 1850 may exist southeedt of the Fingreemanson  Similar ATAfAMANMANA

other bmldings no longer extafo on the Perkins - Pingree Fann including a 19 century sone house

orilaCo™MMMAM ont L eest Sde of the tumpike and demoUshed fo 1885 and a blacksmifo shop foat

3 d in185rAtthe Cummings Edate (ca 1909) on 82 River Road, stmctura evidence may survive

frAi asmdl tea house demoUshed recently on asmall plateau between Shurchff Garden Pavihon and
Gardner's Cottage.

NAN""N

foa leest one ingance, the developmefo of a mral retreat was PO e for /oomoon

archeeologicd dtes. While preparing foe property for constmction of the Sdtongtall Edtate 0921),
svead smdler bmldingswere relocated to other locations. Stmcturad evidence may survive & the

(continued)
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Mfi.. T;kP Bradgsreet House (ca. 1760), which was moved and relocated. Archaeologica

important archaeologica resources.
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8. Statement of Significance

distinction as country or rural retreats.

The history of the River Road-Cross Sreet Historic District parallels the MPS historic context st“ement

ofAr t Mea" IV .0 *e evenlual decline M2 tAZI NMY NS

B:m=""=Y=3PA&"A

Skedw SMw”ers' asciation with the Essex Agricultural Society, which was estabhshed m 1818
The sodetrwas f 0" to experiment in farming, to sharefarming ideas, and to host an annud fa'r
whlh was t"e orerumier of the popular and well known Topsfield Fair. Nearly every property in the

SrbeenTodated withthe rura retreat themethrough use and ownership by persons whose
permanent resdences werein Boston or Sdem.

(continued)
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property types including farms and rural retreats.
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candy manufacturer Albert Webster m 1867.
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(Boston Street) who hed afarm that was threetimes the Sze of Lake's property in agricultura use a that
time.

hi the 1880safter both Jod and WilHam G. Lake hed died, Eleszer Lake, Jr.'s son, Charles H. Lake (b.
1839 a 93 River Road) took over the Topsfield Nurseries business, and in 1866 built his Itdianate
dwelling a 49 Progpect Sred, a the top of LakeHill. Well-known local housawright, John H. Potter
condructed the dwelling to go with abam (no longer extant) that he had built on the property the yeer
before. Orchards covered the hill and extended down to River Road and across on the south Sde of the
road. Charlessbrother, Henry E. Lake (1836-1890) carried on farming and orcharding a 93 River Road
into the 1880s He had 200 gpple treesin his orchard, grew crops of potatoes and com, and raised a few
cows and pigs- enough to accommodate the family and send produce to market. Remnants of later
orchard trees are till evident a 49 Progpect Street and a 8 River Road, which oncewere part of the

Lake properties.

The Balch family settled on land neer the east end of River Road north of the Ipswich River as eariy as ca
1713, when David Balchis reported to have built ahouse In the 1722 division of common land, David
Bach had received additional lands south of the river. His son, John Balch (1716-1774) married in 1740
and lived inasmadl single-story farmhouse as early as 1752 according to payment records for a house
being built & thet time. Thiswas the Balch-Bradstreet-Walsh House (9 River Road), which was
expanded with asecond story in 1851,  John Bach was afarmer and atanner. The houseon River Road
pasad to his son, Comedlius Balch (1749-1795) who wes afarmer of asmall scae compared to his
brothers farms. Comelius Balch was assessad in 1786 for 38 acres one horse, apair of oxen and four
cows. Comdius married Mehitable Dwinell in 1771 a about the timethat his father |eft this family house
to move to the new, substantialy larger John Balch House a 1 Hill Street, hi 1771 John Balch conveyed
the westem half of his new houseto another son, John Balch, . (1742-1798) and gpparently lived here
with him aswell as with hisyoungest son, Roger Balch (1755-1842) who eventudly received the eestem
half of this"new house" The Baches a& 1 Hill Road were farmers and a0 tannersand curriers, with a
tanyard on the Hill Street property and acurrying shop just west of the house. Asnoted above, John
Balch, . and Roger Bach had more land and animd's than their brother, Comelius, as demondrated by
their 1786 assesaments Agricultural fieldsof the Bach farms extended from theriverboth north and
south.  Although neither 9 River Road nor 1 Hill Street retains its farmland, much of the land surrounding
those properties remains open and continues to be farmed, hence retaining the context for these early

farmhouses.

(continued)
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At 29 Cross Street was the farm of Daniel Bixby, which took on its country retreet characterigtics in the
20*' century, but only after being firmly established as prime farmland on the south Sdeof the Ipswich
River. GeorgeBixby (1691-1783) purchased nearly dl of the land in the second range of the division of
common lands south of the Ipswich River in 1721-1722. Thiswas part of about 500 acresof common
land that had been laid out in ca 1720. Then in 1731 Bixby purchased adtrip of land from Isradl Towne,
which was part of the town of Topsfield'slayout of land for Cross Stret S0 theat the road was laid out to
Bixby's benefit from his property to the present day Hill Street, hi 1740 Bixby purchased 57 Y2 acres of
Jecob Redington's farm south of the [pswich River and dso an abutting farm to the eest owned by Isradl
Towne, who had removed to New Hampshire. Thisnew piece from Towne included 18 acresof upland
and swvamp ground, and two acresof planting and orchard land as well a Towne's house and bam. Half
of the Towne Farm including the house and bam were given by George Bixby to his son, Danidl Bixby
(1719-1775) in that same year of 1740. The assembled farm eventudly passad to the younger Daniel
Bixby (1751-1825) in two parts- thefirst from his father, Daniel upon his desth in 1775, and the sscond
&6 part of the legacy of his grandfather, George Bixby (d.I783). The younger Bixby lived on the Cross
Street farm (later to be known as M eredith Farm) a the time of the American Revolution and reported
that he was inthefieldswhen he leamed about the outbresk of the war. Heleft immediately for
Lexington and subsequently supplied the Continental Army with beef from the farm. Bixby added to his
farm 0 that by the early 1800s he owned all of the land bordering on Cross Street between Rowley
Bridge Strest and Hill Street. Daniel Bixby willed his farm to the town as the "Donation Farm,” the
income from which would help to support the Congregationd ministers of Topsfield. This arrangement
continued to 1871, when the property was sold to Issec A. Morgan (1808-1878), who had retumed to
Topsfield from California where he had owned a 7000-acreranch. He took ayoung wife and renamed the
Donation Farm River Dae Ranche. Following Morgan was afarmer, Charles Jackman, who owned the
property until its conversion to acountry retreat. At leedt the large New England bam on the property and
the farrnhouse survive from Morgan or Jackman's ownership.

Although this Cross Street farm was to becomeamral retreat inthe 20* century, it retained its significant
farmingfradition,which was enhanced by the next owner, J. Morris Meredith (1850-1928). The Boston
redtor, who darted the well-known firm of Meredith & Grew in 1891, purchased the farmin 1899 andin
1900 built himself afine main house st back from the road north of the farmstead. Although Meredith
was from Boston where he had lived a 66 Beacon Street for years, Topsfield and Boston directories

(continued)
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indicate that by 1902 he called Topsfield his permanent home while continmng to work & his firm s
offices a 15 Congress Street in Boston, hi Topsfield Meredith maintained livestock on hisfarmincluding
sverd horses asmall herd of up to 16 cows, severd pigsand aflock of chickens. Hewas amember of
the Essex Agricultural Sodety and may have entered examples in the many categories a the Annua

Cattle Show and Fair, which from 1910 was hdd in Topsfield a the permanent grounds on Boston Street
hi 1908 Meredith was assessad for the fannhouse (29 Cross Street) his new Arts and Crafts resdence (41
Cross Street), abam (thered New England bam buih in the late 19* century and thet still ison the
property), acariage house and ahen house, al on his 124-acre farm.

First Rural Retreats heginning 1807

The Perkins-Pingree Farm a 45 and 49 Sdem Road is Topsfield's earliest example of afarm that was
developed as amral retreat, hi 1807 Captain Thomeas Perkins (1758-1830) inherited his father sfaim m
Topsfield and st out to build himself a high-style country resdence. Today's farmstead of dwellings,
outbuildings, and some agricultural land has sarved as amral retreet for all of its owners except the
soond Asa Pingree, who medeit his primary resdence and farmed the property fiiU time. Each of the
owners after Perkins into the mid-20* century was a ngphew of the previous owner. Thereis evidence
that eech of these owners expanded the farm and other land holdingsin Topsfield and participated in the

agriculturd life of the community through the pursuit of progressive farming srategies or membership in
the Essex Agricultural Society and participation in the annua shows.

Although Thomeas Perkins had been bomin asmal farmhouse (no longer extant) on his father's Topsfield
property andfrai nedas a cordwainer, he had gone to Sdem and shipped out on apnvateer in ca 1770. hi
the 1780s he met hisfiiture business partner, Josgph Pegbody (1757-1844) aboard a ship that was engeged
in abattle in which the captain was injured S0 that Perkins took over as cagptain with Pesbody serving as
his ssoond mate. Together they amessad a Szeable fortune as merchants with alargefl eetof sa mg

vesdsthat traveled between Sdem and the West Indies, hi 1801 the partnership ceasad and Perkins
continued in the shipping trade owning hisown fleet.

Upon the degth of his father, Mases Perkins, in 1807, Thomas Perkins inherited hisfamily's Topsfield
farm, which was aplace in the country where he could pursue hisfarmingf AW AN f A §

permanent resdence m Sdlem. Perkins hired Topsfield carpenter-bmider, Samud Hood (1762-1843), to
build hisfinely articulated Federd house a 49 Sdem Road. Theinfluence of the Federd architecture m

(continued)
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Sdem made itsimprint on Perkins Topsfield house. Besides the handsome exterior someof the interior
work demondrated the strong influence of Samud Mchitire in the Adamesgue embdhshment of tivo
mantels Perkins reportedly expanded his farm to incorporate progressive agricultural practices ot the
day and was afounding member of the Essex Agriculhiral Sodety in 1818. Hisformer budness partner,
Josgph Pesbody, was pursuing similar interests in neerby Danvers where in 1814 he had purchased a
country retreat (now known as Glen Magna) consisting of orchard and meadowland and ahouse large
enough for two families, and hired George Huesder to lay out his garden. Although Perkins continued to
livein Sdem, in his later years he goent much of histimeon his Topsfield farm.

Perkinswilled the farmto his nephew, AsaPingree |1 (1807-1869) ason of his Sder, Annar Perkins
Pingree Asds older brother, David Pingree, had followed his uncle into the shipping busness,
becoming an entrepreneur with an intemational reputation and was the principal heir of Perkins shipping
budness AsaPingree, however, devoted himsdlf to the Topsfield farm and expanded it by acquinng
surrounding acreege south of the Ipswich River and on both Sdesof the Newburyport Turnpike (Route 1).
Under AsaPingregs ownership, the high-style Federd house became known & "Pmgree sMansion,  hi
1836 a 45 Sdem Road he constmcted a Greek Revival, Sde-gabled, farmhouse for his mother Anna™
Pingree following the deeth of hisfather. The only extant outbuilding constmded dunng AsaPingree s
proprietorship of the Perkins-Pingree Farmis the unique sone sable/carnage house Situated just
outhesdt of the Federd manson. Congimcted offieldstonef rormCrooked Pond m Boxford, the 1850
dable replaced achaise house that was destroyed by fire the year before. Pingree had anumber of other
buildings on his property including a sone house on the eest Sde of the Tumpike (demolished in 1885)
and a blacksmith shop which bumed in 1855. At the height of AsaPingree's farming career he held
neariy 150 acres, had apair of oxen, five swine, and severd dairy cows from which he produced buitter.
He owned orchards and planted hisfiel dswith oats, potatoes, and hay. By Topsfield dandards his farm
was Szedble as noted by its acreege and value. Only saven of the dghty-three fanns documented in 1860
had more acreege than Pingree.  hi each indance the difference was margina, with the exception ot
Thomas Fierce who owned the 200-acre farm adjacent to Pingree's, and David Townewho owned a 300-
acrefarmin the Rowley Bridge Stred area. Unlike his uncle from whom he inhented this property, Asa
Pingree mede the farm his primary resdence. Hewas ahighly influential resdent of Topsfield and one ot
itswedthiest citizens by the 1850s. He sarved as Sdectman in the 1840s was afounder of the new
Methodigt church which broke away from the original Congregationd church, and was afounder of the
Danvers & Georgetown Railroad which opened m 1854. hi addition, he was an active member of the
Essex Agricultural Society. During his ownership, Asa Pingree expanded the farm land holdings to

(continued)
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include the broad meadow across the stred from the farmsteed, apiece of 1and fondly remembered m the
2Tcen ury as"SeddingHill" wherelocasrecal diding down to the Ipswich Riyer m snowy winters.
He a0 adXd large svegosof land on the eest Sde of the Newburyport Tumpike known as"Pingree s

mir " d meadows southwest of the famistead bordering on Hill Stred that eventualy became part of
Meredith Farm on Cross Strest.

Upon hisdegth in 1869 Asa Pingree | eft the Sdem Road fami and al the related land holdingsto his
nephewv David Pingree |1, son of his brother, David. Like hisfather and his great-uncle, Thomas

PeE "' the new proprieto made hisprimary resdencein Sdem while carrying on extensve progressve
f A" g opeaionson his Topsfield fami. Hewas alongtime member of the Essex Agncultural Society
ax won severd prizes a the amiud fair in the early 1900sin plowing and farm horse categories. Two
buildings remain from David Pingree H's ownership, the late 19* century carnage house next to the
Annar Fingree House (45 Sdem Road) and the large New  England bam constmcted ca. 1907-1908.

hx 1898 David Pingree H acquired ancther nearby property, the Moses Bradstreet House and fam at 17
Bradstred Lane, just across Hill Stred from hishome fami. The Itdianate house had been bmit m 1875
for famier Moses Bradstred (1834-1906) by well known local carpenter and housewn”™t JotaH _Potter
(1823-1901) Bradstred wasof the fifth generation of Bradstreds m Topsfidd, descendedfromSimon
Bradsfred (ca 1603 - 1697), Govermor of MassachusettsBay in the late 1600s. Much of the sunounding

land hed been owned by Bradstreds for generations and there likely is acomiection, however loose it may
be, between this house and the gambrd cottage a the Sdtongtdl Edate.

Mr PFingree dso buih anew summer edatein 1904-1905 & 101-105 Hill Street but did not gppear to
goend much time there, as summer directories indicate that he generdly leased that property to dher
SdemTedViats and remained a his Sdem Road fami in the summers He gavethe B-dsMAMANMA

his sgter. Ami Pingree Whesatland. 1t eventuadly came into the possesson of her sonRVohard Wheatiand
(1872-1944) who as0 became heir to David Pingree ll's summer estatea 101-105 Hill biregt

When David Pingree fl died in 1932, after more than sixty yearsas owner of the Sdem Road fann, it
pessd to his grand-nephew, David Pingree Wheatland (b. 1898) who owneditinto the 1980s.

Although now reduced in size to fifteen acres, the property is still m agncultural use  Meaedows are
hayed and shegp are housad in the bam and graze on some of the remaining pasturdand. Theland on the
eLt"d"of the Sewburyport Tumpike (Route 1) was sold m the eaxly 20*  century to vanous out-of -

(continued)
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towners who eventudly developed their own mral reti-egts there. The thirteen-acre pared opposite the
famistead once caled "Sledding Hill" is owned by the town of Topsfield. A seventy-acre pared
bordering onHill Stred southwest of the fannstead now is owned by the Meredith Fann owner.

Late 19 century examples of newly estabhshed mral refreets were proof of the Sdem Gazette's datement
about Topsfieldin 1877: "this picttiresque town hes become afavoriteresort °f s™~;;rJ°rrn;r.|
Severd properties which gppear in the preceding fanning section or m the succeseding 20  century mral
retreat section are testimony to this newspgper claim. On River Road, partsof the Lake fmnswe e
converted to mral refreats in the second half of the 19¢ century. Thefirst use as anira retreat of the
fomier Lake-Bradstreet House and fam. a 70 River Road began in 1867, when the o d farni was
purchased by aBoston entrepreneur, candy manufacturer Albert Webster (1824-1902). By 1873 he was
fixing the fann and putting it ina"high sateof cultivation" according "o Salem Gazete He
remodded the 18* century gambrd cottage for his house and repaired other bmldings, gatesand sone
walls Webger and his family initially used their Topsfield property as asummer retregt, but over the
years goent increasng amomits of time on the fann, until Webster's degth in 1902. Hiswidow, Mary,

remained onthisfannuntil her death, when her Sgters sold the property to a speculator who in tum sold
to John L. Sdtongtal in 1920. n

Another farni, the Lake Nursery a 49 Prosped Stredt, achieved itsmral retreat daturein the late 19*
century and continued to be used as such for most of thefirst half of the 20* century. It becameamral
refre7inthe 1870s when Charles Lake sold the property to Richard Price (1841-1886) and OctaviusB.
Shreve both of Sdem. They "improved" the house and grounds into alavish country esate which they
named "Four Winds." Shrevewas a physicianin Sdem and ssamed to be unconnected with the property
bv 1830 when the household census showed Price and his family plus six servantsliving here in
Topsfield. Richard Price died a the young age of 45 yearsin 1886, but his wife and daughters continued
to goend summeason their Topsfidd esatefor many years. Mary E. Price, Richard swife died m 1924
and |eft the property to thdr three daughterswho continued to use it as asummer retreat. Beginning in
1926 hired help lived in acottage (no longer extant) on the edate. Throughout the first half of the
twentieth century the property was slowly reduced in sze from the 60 acres that Pnce had purchased m

the 1870s to only six acrestill with the Itdianate house aop the hill when it was sold to Eunice and
Curtis Campbdl in 1945.

(continued)
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Twentieth Centurv Rural Retreats

With the tum of the 20* century came a steedy influx of wedthy city “'es\dants Purchasng property in
Cfi e dfor summer resdencesin the country. Some purchased old farmswhich they refiirbi hed, while
ot S bought smdler parcds of land and built large new houses often refened to as country cottages®
Strs traSvYWWYW* andexpanded the dready established country estates such as the Perkins-Pingree Fami,
which continued as amral retreat well into the 20* century as described mthe last section.

The John Balch House a 1 Hill Stred became amral retreet for the early 20* centuty owner. Franklin
Balh (1876-1962) who inherited the property from his parentsin 1912. Hisfather, Benjamm Balch had
mn a”*ocery dorein the town center and had reduced the famiing on this property to afew cows ad
~"me?rcharding However, when Franklin Bach became the owner, the nature of the property shifted o
haTof amrdy»wWww+ Although Franklin Balch and hisfirst wife, Helei. lived in C-bndge andvWWY™ s
law practice was in Boston, they were both active participants inlocal affairs® Balch sarved as Town
Moderator for forty-oneyears, as aLibrary Tmdee for dmog forty years, and a School Committee
membe™* deven years™ The conversion of the family homestead to amral retreat began with the hinng
of Pray, Hubbard & White, landscgpe architeds of Boston, to produce anew omamenta PI”ing desi”

7o the Renmants of Balch's father's old orchard. The Baches buih atemiis court, and renamed the family
property "Elmcop."

An example of a newcomer building an edate on asmdler p”cd was Percy “Mha“* ~Boston baVVvVW»
who built hismral retreet & 58 Progped Streetin 1899, Mr. Cheseand hiswifehved B ookline® They
purchased anine-acre pared onwhich they buih their house m 1899 and acompanion “ade m 1902Jhe
Chases d 0 owned a 22-acre pagture adjoining the house parcd on the et and fronting on River Road.
Sougthe rhitect of the Shingle Style cottage isunknown, the style and  elabor~res™MA I\
popular trendsof the day. Chase and his family dayed here dunng the summersunti 1923, after which
the property was owned by Amiie Gilmer for ashort time, hi 1928 John L. Satongtal, who by then hed
esdablished an edaea 68 River Road described below, purchased thisproperty tof ” to ks arge land
Sidings on River Road. He leased out the property until 1941 when Satonstall and his family ussd it for
asuZer resdenceuntil itssaein 1949. At that timethe stable was sd off on a sgparate parcd ad
converted to aresdence. Itisnot included in thisdistrid due to the consderable aterations.

(continued)
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Ore of the mogt subgtantia country retreats was estabhshed for Margaret Cummings a876-1965) of
BOto in1909 Mifs'ummings®urchased apared of land & 82 River Road that YWY\ partof he
Lake orooertv and on which aLake family cemdery remains. She had her architect brother Charles
S,a 1Cumrvwww»w design her edate, which included the house and .a garage m the Tudor
™swTS S the small brick pump houselocated down a the end of a mesdow neer the Lake
Camden"YYYWM mog of themral estates in this part of Topsfield, which were onented to the Ipswich
S/ r T e layout took advantage of a distant view of theriver from the bnck tenace a the reer of the
ousxe Fo Ws s °e7s counfry property, Charles Cummings recommended adomestic scde and more
Sresquet im\\\A\AA the more fomial and monumenta styles that were popular a the time.
Tht eTdent™ thefinal desgn of thebuildings as well as in the treetment of the grounds”™ Almosh
immediately after constmction of the buildings Miss Cummings landscgpe archited, Arthur Shurtleff

( W O Shurchff 1932) (1870-1957) developed alandscgpe plan for * e edate. ThevWWWw»ww
perenniad garden and the garden pavihon are still extant conveying asense of ther A A A A IAANIAANA

of edate Imidscgping Miss Cummings continued to add to her estate with the constmction m 1922 of the
"iXeSSS-so ™™ byhe brother, who desgned the bungdow cottage. Everitiidly it became
thThouTeoV Scun”ings' selLtary, Margard Fridden, who lived hereuntil ~M/J . A2 A AN A

was atea house consfructed in 1927 and augmented in 1929 by a sunken garden  The “ntenor of the
diminutive garden house was embellished with raised-field panding and Delft tiles, no doubt to
mmanticizethe colonial style It was demolished in 1997. The sunken g-den d™eMNf AMAMANA L

Nathan Cram of Boston remains with stone wall, ironfihgreegeate, and generd outline of theflowerbeds

Although Miss Cummings continued to live in Boston into the 1930s, she was intimately comiected to the
Topsfield— i t y . ste was diginguished as the first woman member of the Essex Agoian™W»
Societv and participated in its events. She maintained gardens, crops, and orchards on her Topsfield
LtavWW“Mchdfe nL ed "hinisfree,” possbly after the hmisfree of William Butler Y eats w™ [oiawn
poem the "Lake Ide of hinisfree, " which romanticizes the notion of creating anidyllic place. Although
theTummer sodal regigers account for her winter resdence as 300 Commonwedth Avenue m Boston
into the 1930s Miss Cummings became aregisered voter in Topsfield beginning in 1927.

The devdlopment of amral retreat on the old Bixby fann on Cross Stred began in part with the ownership
of J Mo TMeredith, and was fully redized under the next owner, Edward Wigg esworth, who

ng;,g™d n LANAAA farming on his nearly 125-acre esate™ In 1900 J. Moms M-edfVWWWWWWWW
redtor and patner & Meredith & Grew bmU his Arts and Crafts house a 41 Cross Street behind the

(continued)
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fanning complex. While Meredith called Topsfield his pemianent home from 1902 to 1920, he clearly
wTamong the dassof those who sought out retreetsin Topsfield. He had begun his career with some
wi”™ofilered edatefransactionsa an early age hi 1875 he fomied the Copley Trust with anumbe of
investors, purchased the old Museum of Fine Arts building and eventualy bmlt the Cop ey PlazaHo 1 on
Zt ste. Hedsowas the broker for the sdeof the AmosL » - A - A f /" ANNNNNNNNNNN

Chedtiiut Hill areato Bogton College, hi 1891, when Meredith estabhshed his fimi, Meredith & Grew
with partner Edward Wigglesworth Grew, he expanded the busnesstored -" anNANANAN

fonnation of tmststo hold rea estate. Itisinteresting to notethat athough Meredith caled Topsfield his
"residence, he mud haveretained his Boston home a 66 Beacon Street, ashere”ed to when

he sold the farni inca. 1920 to his nephew. Meredith continued to work & Meredith & Grew, which hed
moved to 40 Cenfra Sfred in Boston in 1920, until 1927, the year before his death.

Meredith Farm's new proprietor, Edward Wigglesworth, lived in Boston on Chestnut Street and was
the director of the Boston Sodety's Nationa History Museum. Hetook an avid interest inthefarming
and devdoped anationaly recognized Guemsey herd. Under his propndorship most of the outbutidings
of the famistead complex a 29 Cross Sfred were condructed, including the icehouse, the garage, he
small cow bam and attached wood Save silo, and the dheds that now are attached to alater concrete b ock
bam. Recordsdsoindicate that Mr. Wigglesworth remodded the famihousea 29 Cross Stredt. He Ide
many of his mral retreat colleagues, was a mamber of the Essex Agncultural Society of which he became
presdent in 1928. Mr. Wigglesworth continued to call Meredith Fami his summer resdence untti 1944

by which time he and hiswife, Sarah, lived a& 71 Mt. Vemon Stred on Beacon Hill. He died m 1945 or
1946.

Thefraditionof raising fine specimen catfle a Meredith Fann was perpetuated by the mid-20* century
owners, David and Irma Lampert, who purchased the fann in 1946. They developed a breeding
budnesswith their foremost Ayrshire herd and in 1950 received the hitemational Grand Champion Cow

Award for Taisman Emerad's son Trinket. By the late 1950s under the Lamberts the fami had grown to
250 acres and supported aworld-renowned herd of 140 Meredith Ayrshires.

Ore of the largest in Sze and grandest intagteof Topsfield's edateswas the 20* century country home of
TN T Saltonstall (1878-1959) a 68-70 River Road. Early use of the property was by the Lake family
whofL ed rvwvw»w aong River Road mthe 18* and 19* century and buih - eral houses
dscus” previoudy. The gambrel roofed mid-18* century cottageknown as the Lake-Bradstred House

(continued)
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a 70River R ™ a s first usad as amral retreat by Albert Webder from 1867. 1n 1920, Mr. Sdtongal
of Beverly purchesed the Webster Edtate from aspeculator, George A AN AN NA ANANAAAN - the
months before from Webster'sheirs. John Sadtongal, a Harvard graduate of the Class of 1900, was the
son of WilUam Gurdon Saltonstall and Josephine Rose Lee Sdtongtall, and first cousin of well-known
Massechusatts govemor and US sentator Leverett Sdtongtall. Both of John Saitongtal’s parents hed

" dt m"™ arigtocratic families: his father, adired desoendant of the 1630- " 1 - - »
and hismother the daughter of the founder oftiiepre-eminent bankmg finn of Lee Higginson and Co in
48 J | asuccessfiil sockbroker from 1903 to 1935, served in the Navy dunng World
War |, workedfor the War Trade Board in Washington, D. C, and whileliving in Beverly sarved onthe
City Council and was the State Representative to the Generd Court in 1911-1912.

The fannthat Satongtal purchased included severd neerby fanns on the north sde of the Ipswich River
that had been accumulated by the speculator from whom he purchased the property. The mam property
included the ca. 1760 L ake-Bradstred cottage witii severad outbuildings clustered around it on and neer
tile dte that he chosefor hisnew mansion. Hereocated the cottage to itspresent location  tat  of t™
westem wing of the mansion and had other buildings moved or removed, including alarge bam that was
demohshed. A small Gothic Reviva outbuilding was moved down the hill to become a bahhouse.

S e r gmdl building, known as the Hansen cottage, was rdocated to 31 River Road. AH of thiswasm
Nep/ation of the stefor the constmction of Saitongtal's Georgian Revival country housedesired by
Philip Richardson of Richardson, Barott & Richardson, aBoston architectural finn. The archited hed
desired a nmnber of housesin Chestnut Hill neaer Saitongtall's matema home and on Beacon Hm m
Boston The setting of his new farni overlooking the Ipswich River reminded Sdtongtdl of Virgimas
edates overlooking the James River, hence the design of hislarge mral retreet m bnck with acentra
block and flanking pavihons. hiterior goaces were enhanced with features preserved from the SalJondal-
Howe House which'had been buih for Dr. Nathanid Sdtonstall on Menimack Street m Haverhill in the
late 18+ century. After having been moved localy to Lake Sdtongtal, dso m Haverhill, in 1870 it
became part o"the Wimiekemii Tenace development which was laid out in 1906. The Sdtongtdl-Howe

House was demalished in 1919 and John Saltongtal was adle to reuse the grand darcase and panehng in
his new dining room and drawing room & his new Topsfield edate.

The landscgpe archited for Saitongtall's mral retreat was Harold Hill Blossom, o liad worked m the
Brookline office of the Olmsted Brothersfor twelve years on such lUustnous projects as the Sen Diego
Nd the Sedttle Expogtions, hi 1919 Blossom opened hisown landscgpe architecture practice to advance

(continued)
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Sa,.0.ta,rs devdopment of .hU » n

his property ontiie north sdeof River Road and Progpect Sfred.

"N NNANYNNT AN
| |
“received, according to the magazine Architectural Record which in” sNovember 1924 issue
published photogrgphs and reviewed the architecture with the following praise.

the perfed relation between centra block and the subordinate wings, the excdlent
fenet Son| d t" beautifiil ddail have produced not only a skiUfiil piece of design, but
fhruse" T VYW itisabyprodudofgoodarchitectureand
good tagte interacting upon eech otiier."”

to misissue which reviewed country houses, three were individually reviewed-two of them desgned by
(continued)
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Richardson Barott & Richardson; the Saltonstall Estate of Topsfield andthe Ellery Sedgewick Estate m
BeverirS also applauded the design of Saitonstall's estato. " "~ fifl Al AAAA
1925 Dubhshed an articletitled "A Modem Country House after the Southem Colomal Style, with
potog™Shs the whitewashed brick mangon and the hand carved wood o—"2""  An the
Boston Evening Transcript on June 30, 1923 showed photographs of the house callingit Cold Ras
Boston™ A New House Two CentiiriesOld" noting that the plan isremimscent of a Soutiiem colomal
buMng. A small part of tiie landscape was featiired in a 1926 House Beautiful Gardening Manual with
a” in"roductoiy chapter on garden design by Fletcher Stoele. hi achapter on"Main enance and

Equipmenf' the Saltonstall terraced garden is shown with appleand pear trees espalieredtothe garden
wall. .

hi 1940 the Sdtongtal Edato was sold to Frederick R. Sears, 3'- (1855-ca 1946) of PAm Beach
S1 11 d Mr Sdtongal moved to the Progped Stred property. Mr. Sears conmuVW»wwwh
asembling sunomiding property by purchasang in 1944 the houseon its small parcd a 9 River Road,
Ss'wl g althelanlfronting on the north sde of River Road between Sdem Road and Propped
Street as well as that on the south side from Sdem Road westerly to the Cummings Edtate  The properties
on he soth 9de SYWW ran to the Ipswich River, hi 1948 the Seaers edate was sold to his cousn
WiS”; X pleton Coolidge (1901-1992). Mr. Coohdge was a 1924 graduato of Harved, seived in the
NAXAfworrnAn Il and worked as a stockbroker, lawyer and later in business. He hailed from an
Scraticf$S muchlike Sdtongtall. Coolidgewss adired descendant of afirst settler ANAAANAAAA
John Coolidge was directly related to Presdent Thomas Jefferson, and his grandfather and father were

bfArAnnAn pul ssmen. Coolidgewes alarge contributor to*~*Pf | » » — °
oeriod sarved on the local Finance Committoe. Hewas a subgtantid donor to the Essex Agncultural
Todety ar™  the congmction of CoolidgeHall a the Fan Grounds in " ANAANNfANNANA
hisland a the comer of Rowley Bridge Stred and River Road for the constmction of the Topsfield
Episcopa Church, and made major donations to the Topsfield Historical Society™ " [N itl TcufrANAAAA
tradition of preservation of the mral character of this unique area by purchasing the adjacent Cummings
Sfato (82 *ver Road) inthe lato 1960s and Meredith Fami (29 and 41 Cross Strest) m”~e 1970s thus
Sntg unde common ownership neariy all of the land bordered by River Road on the north. Cross Stred
onTe'soXsalem Road and HUI Sfred onthe eest and Rowley Bridge Strest - " """" J";r-gh the
1960s L d the 1970s Coolidge dso continued the traditions of famiing of thisland and conducted

Xperentam projeds, paticularly & Meredith Farni. hi 1984 CooUdge desded VYWYV

to Massachusatts histituto of Technology (MIT) granting hfo tenancy to the Lamperts. Upon his degth

of

(continued)
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1992 the rest of Mr. Coolidge's property including the River Road estates was bequesthed to MIT, which
sold al of these former Coohdge properties in 2000.

Preservation of Farms and Rural Retreats Today 4 ,
The River Road-Cross Stred Historic District isin arare date of preservation due in large part to the
actions of William Coohdge, who accumulated over 70% of this cultural landscape and bequegthed it to
MIT with a number of restridions. Thase restrictions providefor the preservation of the landscape
particularly neer theriver,and maintain alow dengty of deveopment by limitmg the ability to subdivide
the land and build larger smctures than existed a thetime of hisdeath. Within ten yearsof Coohdge s
desth MIT sold al parts of the property to one purchaser with the exception of the Cummings Edtate,
which was sold to the occupants, who had rented it for decades It, too, hes restnctions which prevent
fiirther subdivison of the land. Only afew new houselotsexist, and afew of the later houses may be
demolished for the consttuction of a dwelling that is somewhat larger. For indance, amodest ranch style
house a 15 River Road was demohshed and anew house was congmcted m ascdeand stylethat is
gppropriate for tiie parcel and the context of the neighborhood. The largest fann/refreet in the Coohdge
inventory Meredith Fann, now is owned by asingle owner. It has been rehabilitated with stabilization
and painting of mog of the outbuildings and famihouse, and there are plans to restore J. Moms
Meredith's 1900 housein the fiitiire. Ownership of properties on Sdem Road and Hill Stred gopears to
be gable, with strong interest in preserving the idyllic settings that enhance each fanngtead and retrest.
Some of the properties on Progoect Sfred have been divided in the last decade and mfill housing there hes
been done inamanne that isin kegping with the mral pastora setting of thisdistnct.

Farms and Rural Retreat Designers

The following is an account of some of the other works of professionas who had ahand inthe fonnation
of the 8" and 19" century fanns and ¥ and 2" century mra refreatsin this River Road-Cross Stred
district The purpose of this section isto establish acontext by which to underd¢and and gppreciae the
work of thesedesignersin Topsfield. Two 19" century loca builders and housewrights, Samud Hood and
John H. Potter, are includedin the list. They are ananged in dphabetica order.

(continued)
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Blossom, Harold Hill. Harold Hill Blossom (1879-1935), landscgpe architect for e Sdtongtd| Y™™
a 68-70 River Road, trained inthe Olmgted Brothers firni following his graduation in 1907 from he
Harvard Graduato School of Design, where he obtained adegreein Landscgpe Architectore. While a the
Olmged office. Blossom worked with John Charles Olmsted on both the Sean Diego  d the Set tie
Expositions as well as on plansfor parks and subdivisons. Once opening his own office m Bogton in
19TBfo"; m was hired to desgn many privato gardensfor clients like Edwin S*Webder in Newton,
John Nicholas Brown, and F. L. Higginson. Blossom taught a the Lowthorpe School of Landscgpe
Architecttire for WWomen estabhshed in Groton, Massachusettsin 1901, and the Cambridge School of
Architecture and Landscape Architecture for Women. (The latter had been established m 1915 to ram
women because they could not be admitted to the Harvard School of Landscgpe Architecture, a policy

which endured until 1942) Blossom served on committees of the Boston Society of Landscape
Architects and was presdent from 1930 to 1931. -

Cram, Robert Nathan. Little isknown about Robert Nathan Cram, except that he was a landscape
architect with an office in Boston for only ashort time from 1924 until his deatii in 1930 In 1926 he was
hged in Boston Business Directories as sharing an office with CharlesW. Eliot a 9 Park Street Room
26 Ehot was the young upcoming nephew of the renowned CharlesW. Eliot, father of the Metropolitan
Park Sysem that later became the Metropolitan District Commission. For the last two yearsof Cram s
lifehe lived a 23 Joy Sfreet and practiced landscegpe architecture from his home until his deathin Apni

1930. Hisassociation with Miss Cummings, 82 River Road, for whom he desgned agarden adjacent to
the garden tea housein 1929, must have been one of hislast commissons.

Cummings, CharlesKimball. CharlesKimball Cummings (1870-1955) practiced architecturein
Bogton from 1897 to 1947, and was wdl knownf orhis house designs, particularly those of substantia
scdefor the wedlthy of that era He was the brother of Margard Cummings for whom he designed
sverd buildingsa her River Road edate. He designed houseson Coohdge Point ManchetVWWWW
Bulkdey Wédlls (1897), two housesin Brookline-one for alawyer, Water Horton (1912 MHC #BKK
1284); and another for MissL.S. Kimball (1915, MHC #BRK 527)-and two society clubs a Wdledey
College ; the Phi Sgma Sodety (WEL :440) and the Shakespeare Society (WEL:461) He dso desgned
flily hiusesincludingtwo for hisfather-in-law, Robert Treat Paine, Jr.(1835-1910), onetownhousem
Bogon (1901 MHC #BOS 7585) a 12 Queendoury Stred and one summer edatein Beverly tarms
(1901, MHC #BEV 740) a 23 Paine Place, and one for his family, dso on Paine Placein Beverly tamis

(continued)
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(1902 MHC #BEV742). Mr. Cummings had manied one of Robert Treat Paine's daughters, Lydia, and
hed five children. All of these documented commissions were executed in brick ineither the Georgian
Revival gyle or the Tudor Reviva style. One of his better known commissons was that of Bradley
Pamer's Topsfield esate (24 Asbury Stred), which adso exhibited Tudor Revival charadengticsin its
Arts & Craftsstyle. Cummings had graduated from Harvard and from MIT and gpprenticed in the office

of Andrews, Jaoquesé& Rantoul who were known to have commissons in Topsfield. Cummings wasa
member oftheAlA by 190L f. o * v

Pray Hubbard & White® The landscgpe architechird firai of Pray, Hubbard & White maintained
offices in Boston from 1906 to 1918. hi 1912 they worked for Franklin and Helen Balch a 1 Hill Stred,
in Topsfield. James Sturgis Pray (1871-1929) hedfrainedin the renowned Olmsted Brothers firm from
1898 to 1903 and went ont Otoacha Harvard's Department of Landscape Architecture from 1902 to
1915 hi 1908 he became the Chainnan ofthe department, following Frederick Law Olmsted, . in that
position Pray isremembered for having introduced the first fiilU courseincity plannmg into the
Landscgpe Architecture program, and was af oundingmember of the American City Planning histitute.
Henry Vincent Hubbard (1875-1947) dsoworkedin the Olmsted Brothers office from 1906 until entenng
apatnership with Pray in 1911 until 1920 when he retumed to the Olmsted Bros. He adso was involved
with city and parkway planning. Among the many regiona credits to the finn isthe 1915 subdivison of
the John Chipman Gray edatein Cambridge into the 100-house-lot garden neighborhood known as
Larchwood The curving streds, wide planting strips, landscaped idands and preservation of trees mede
it an important representative ofthe garden suburb movement ofthetime. Other garden confractsinthe

Newton areainclude the gardens of G. A. Frogt, Esg. and W.B.H. Dowse, Esg. both of West Newton and
the estateof Esther F.G. Bemisin Chesnut Hill.

Potter John H. There are alarge number of houses outbuildings and ingtitutional buildings attributed to
John H Potter (1823-1901), local carpenter and housewright. hi 1873 Potter buiU the Topsfield Town
Hall The CharlesLake House on Progpect Street is agood example of awell detailedftahanatehouse
built by Potter A number of houses are attributed to Potter as well as somefinebams. There ae over 30
buildings attributed to him, only representing those that are extant, hi this district he butit CharlesLake s

house & 49 Prosped Stred, MosesBradstred's house a 17 Braddregt Lane, and a least one bam a the
Perkins-Pingree Farm on Sdem Road.

(continued)
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Richardson Barott & Richardson. The Boston architecturd firni of Richardson, Banott & Richardson
rma”of tte patnerswhoworked 1930. *heir " A AN AN
are part of awell-known story. Philip and Frederick L.W. Richardson were sonsof Henry Hobson
ZCdson oL ofthe nation's best Icnown architects ofthelate nineteentii century. Philip Richardson,
~ r  membe of the fimi, was the primary archited a the Sdtongtal Edtatein Topsfield and for
another well-known projed, the estate of Ellery Sedgwick m Beverly. Philip practiced on his own from
m o to 1947 Following the dissolution ofthe partnership, Frederick L. W. Richardson went to their
rei"s — fimi  liown as Coolidge, Shepley, Bulfinch and Abbott a oYWV
Josgph Richardson, joined the same firni in the 1950sit became Shepley, Bulfinch AN
Abbott -the Richardson name addedfor Josgph Richardson who became
1950s. Thethird member of this early twentieth century finn was Chauncey E. Barott. Severd ofthe
edatesdesgned by Richardson, Barott & Richardson were recognized m pubhcations of the day often tor
Srwel fdSSied proportions and for the influence of southem plantation architecture. A lengthy articte
Tn”ArchL”~ural Record issue dated November 1924 wasttitied "Cunent Country House Architecture
T2 PentL i of Desgn Swings."” The article saskstoaffimi that "good architecture - bassd upo™¥VvY™*
principles, sound desgn and good taste..." To prove thisthesstwo Richardson ~-ott & Richyvwwww»
designs were offered - photographs ofthe Georgian Revival housssof John Sdtonstall m Topsfield and
of EUay Sedgwick in Beverly, hi both houses, designed by Philip Richardson sdvaged colonial
woodwork whinstalled - raised-field pandfireplacewalls in the Sdtonstall home and Adam™\W\»
motels and crown moldingsin the Sedgwick House, hi Philip Richardson's own Brookline home the

["teriorTas reminiscent of seventeenth centiiry interiors, and the early Itahan Style was recdled mthe
Beacon Hill home of Harris Livermore, Esq.

Shurcliff Arthur Asahd. Arthur Asahd Shurchff (known as Shurtleff until 1930) (1870-1957) is one of
fhe bes g Shore landscgpe architeds. He dso received histraining m the Olmsted Brothers
Hdr™YWvYW\» from MIT with adegresin engineering; however, he tumed to landscape architecture
due to his abiding love for the outdoors, and studied for two more years & Hansard fromwhich he
rece ved asscond BSin 1896. Shurcliff smentor was the renowned Charles Eliot, landscape architect
ad founder ofthe Metropolitan Park Sysem. Dunng Shurchff stimein the Olmsted office he ass.ted
Frederick Law Olmsted, J. in estabhshing thef i r stfour-yearprogram in landscgpe architecture and
faughtTn the pAM”~ & Harvard until 1906. Shurchff worked on pubhc projects including highways,

(continued)
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dams, and parks and on many private garden projects of which one ofthe best known is Cadle HiU (the
Crane Egate) in Ipswich, hi Topsfield Shurchff designed tiie landscape a the Margard Cummings Edae
on River Road.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement and subsstencein Topsfield are poorly
documented, any surviving Stesin the River Road - Cross Stred Historic Distnd could be significant.
Native gteslocated in the distrid may help document the importance of inland settiement dong the lower
Ipswich River drainage and the rdationship of these Stesto coagta settiements dong the extensve
marshes and estuariesin Ipswich. Only 12 Stes are recorded in Topsfield, with two Stesdefinitely m the
district and three Stespossibly extending into the disfrict, astriking companson with the 100 or more
dteslocated in ndghboring Ipswich dong the coad. Ancient Stesidentifiedin the distnd may help
deteraiine whether the lack of dtesin Topsfield isthe resuh of mideneporting, enviromnental, or cultural
factors hicreesed numbers of stesin Ipswich may be afimction of resources available & coastd
locations and/or abiasin reporting infavor of shell midden Stesadong the coast. Despite the high
frequency of ancient Stesidentified in Ipswich, infomiation available from steslocated m the distnct and
in Topsfield, the lack of systematic research and controlled excavations has resulted m most known Stes
being poorly documented and lacking infrasite infomiation. Sysemétic research conducted a ancient
Native American Stesin Topsfield can contribute important infomiation relating to site function and

variability that increeses our knowledge of ancient sites beyond locational charactencs and culture
historical/typological identifications.

Historic archaeologica resources described above may contribute important i nfomiation on the socid
cultural and economic pattems respongble for the devdopment ofthe agricultural setting that evolved in
the River Road - Cross Sfred Historic Disfrid. Historicalresearchcombined with archaeologica survey
and testing can be used to identify and document the location and full range of settiement for eech ofthe
disfrid's mral properties. At properties that survive strictly within an archaeologica context, Sructiard
evidence of dwdlings and outbuildings combined with archaeofogica evidence of occupationd rdated
features and objectsrelatedt landscapes can establish pattems of development for mral property types a
specific pointsin time. Comparative sudies of specific mral properties mthe distnct and town can then
be usd to identify how properties in the distrid contributeto local and regtona pattems of development.

(continued)
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The importance ofthe sudy of individual buildings associated with specific property types camiot be
underestimated. Historical and archaeologica sudies described above may contnbute important
Momiationrelatingt «€socid pattems of deveopment and the organization of farmsand famisteads a the
raUevel Thesting of buildings during certain periods, the location of outbmldings, parce sze, and

I™e nature of the stounding landscgpe L y al confributetoour understanding of mral deveopment and
the evolution of specific mral property types

Outbuildings and thefr distribution within property types may confribute important information on

pattemsof deveopment and the setting of mral property types through time. Many mra properties m the
district retain outbuildings, however, most pos date the original constmction f

Some properties, including the Meredith Fann, previoudy known as the Danid Bixby Fan* f ~0)
reported to articulate the full range of development from an 18*/19* century fami to arura retreet that
retains an agricultural component. Most extant outbuildings on this property presently dateto the early
20* centiiry indicating ahigh potential for locating archaeologica evidence of earlier outbuildings
Foanning the entire 19" century. ldentification and mapping of outbuildings a the Meredith Fami may
contribute important infomiation rdating to fann devdopment and thdr evolution to mral retreats.

Detailed andyss ofthe contents of occupationd rel atedfeatures (trash pits, privies, wdls) can dso
contribute important sodal, cultural, and economic infomiation that helps define the pattems of
devdopment of mral property types through time. Occupationd rdatedf eaturesmay contain important
infoimationrel atingto tenant faming in the 1" and early 18* centuries and family ssmcture on mral
proPy Zes throughtime. The contents of occupationa rel atedfeatiires may aso contnbute important
economic fomiation associated witii mral property types. Occupationd relatedf eatm-esmay con™m
important infomiation that ddails the levd of agricultura technotogies used dunng the early penod of
genad fanning and changesthat occuned during theriseof commercid famimg and mral refreats or
gentleman's fanns. Occupationd rel atedfeaturesmay a0 contain infomiation that documents the level
of indudtrial or manufacturing activitiesthat were present on mral properties, hi someindances, the dter
infomiation can supplement infomiation gained through the sudy of outbuildin| where known industnal
or m'ufacturing activities took place. An outbuilding identified as an early 19" century ~ooe S'op is
extant neaer the Sanley Lake House a 95 River Road. Histoncal evidence dso ™M\ifie the BaAcVvYWYWW
& tamiers and cuniers with atanyard on the Hill Stred property and acunymg shop west of the house a
rHrStreeT hi many instances, however, the contents of occupationa rdatedfeaturesmay be the only
infomiation available that "cottage indusdtries’ were present.

(continued)
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Umnarked graves a the Old Lake Cemetery on the Cummings Estate may dso "ontiibute impYWWWw»
mrmiation that contributes to the significance ofthe River Road - Cross Sfred Histonc Distncti
AddwWond historical reseerch combined with archaeologica survey and testing may locate mun¥WWw»h
CTases and estabhsh the boundaries ofthe cametery. Itsintemal configuration, and range of dates for
Ster | Ti — and andyss of umnarked graves may identify whether Lake R

e tiie only individuasburied or whether paupers, unknown persons, or other indigents are o intened.
SstergSsmdy of skddal remains can contribute descriptiveinfomiation on the sature and generd
herb of "dvWW™ members while materia cultiire items associated with bunas may contnbute
socid, cultiiral and economic infomiation specific to the individual or Lake Family.

(end)



NPS Form | 10-900-a

OMB Approval No. 1014-0011
()

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regiger of Higoric Places
Continuation Shest

. River Roed - Cross Stregt HD
Paoge® i
HiidoHc Farms and Rural Retreats of Topsfield, MA MPS

Topsfidd (Esx), MA

Section number 9

BIBLIOGRAPHY

In addition to the bibliography used to develop the Farms and Rura Retreat Context Statement for the
Multiple Property Nomination the following references were used.

" 'Cold Roat Boston' - A New House Two Centuries Old." Bogton Evening Transcript. Red Edate,
Summer Homes, Travel Section. June 30, 1923

Federd Agricultura Census Topsfield. 1860, 1870, 1880.

Freaman, Dondd C. "The Story of Winnekenni 1640-1976." published by Winnekenni Foundation,
Haverhill, MA. 1977.

"Harold Hill Blossom." Obituary in Landscape Architecture. A quarterly. Edtate, Garden and Park
Planning. Town and Country Planning. Land Subdivison. Volume XXV1, No. 3. Landscgpe
Architecture Publishing Co. Augudsta, Maine. P. 148. April 1936.

"A Modem Country House after the Southem Colonia Style, Resdence of John Sahonddl, Esg.

Topsfield, Massachusetts, Richardson, Barott & Richardson, Architects.” The House Beautiful.
Vol. LVII, No. VI. June 1925.

Whitehead, Rusl F. "Cunent Country House Architecture- The Pendulum of Design Swings." The
Architectural Record. VVolume 56, No. 5. November 1924.

(end)



Essex County, MA

County, StBtB
Name of Property
Acreage of Property apprnximRtftlv 450 acres .
See continuation sheet.
UTM References n
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)
3 19 340010 4720820
1. 19 340180 4721320 Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing
4.19 340230 4720800
219 340260 4721210 Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northlng

17 See continuation sheet
Verbal_ Boundary Des_cription _ UV
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) See continuation sheet.
Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

ni,, niililirnn rhnlrrnr---M ...... M nntion non.i.lt.nt. nm-rrirnhrrn MP Pirertorfor MHC
orgnni-ntinn  Mn-i-if™™ "=t Histnriral Cnmrnission date Mfiroh 2QQ5
. .telephone RIi7-7?7-R470
street & niimhrr ??20 Mnrr'’/v\\Y R
. ,2pcode  m25
city or town_EQSIQa- -state. MA P — -

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

MaQ\SI ieri<? man f7 5 Of 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
AS ma'pTo” istoric districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Representative black and white photographs d the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

(Complete this item atthe request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name multiple

. telephone.
street & number.

.2p code niflR3
city ortown  Tnpsfiftid . statft MA P

benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. seq.,

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is es.im™vwwww

Suctions, gathering and maintaining data, and - ' - f JANATPTSTrVIiNAAAAAAN DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service "A'YrY A m
SX<AeTan6 Budget, Papenvork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington. DC 20503.
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Zone 19 - Ipswich and Sdem Quads
T TTM REFERENCES

All UTM references ae in Zone 19..

FASTI NG NCRTH NG
ot 339 920 4720 110
- 339 760 4720 230
G 339 620 4270 040
¥ 339 520 4720 080
| 339 500 4720 000
g 339 170 4720 190
" 339 420 4720 480
L. 338 810 4720 700
y 333 680 4720 900
N 333 660 4721 520
o 339 000 4721 580
= 339 060 4721 870
o 339 270 4722 110
S 339 570 4721 910

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundearies follow lot lines on Assessors Map #s 40, 47, 48,49, 55 56, 57, 62,63, ""NANNANZ ¢
is one exception to thisingance. Land on the north Sde of River Road hes been subdivided in2000 That
portion of Lot #48-13 which isnorth ofthe northem lineof Lot #48-08 is excluded from the district
becausevisualy it no longer islinked with the farm land dong River Road. Therefore only about one-
half of the 22-acrelotisincluded in the district.

(continued)
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA JycM "HoNS?Iv-72;' [ 2f
o] o >e (-
Zone 19-Ipswich and Salem Quads C7,0,\zZHoni\HH\0O o

MM REFERENCES

All UTM references ae in Zone 19.

EASTING NORTHING

EO'NT "13?2920"~3mA 4720440

F 4720-230- A"ANA A

G -339-620 MAAA 4270"0—

H ABNQEIMNINTIA 4720 080-4-?2"ANNAN
J3900 2w 4727000—"ATAAAA

: Myi= A3 4720190~ TX<?"2-7

4720 480 N1'h'AAAA

}E 338-84-0 33S S™ 4720 700-H7~*"

M 338 680A3ANAIA 4720900 "MANNA

N 338 660-33-8 627 4721 520 "N

o 339 000-33 4721 580 A" ATTEA

P 39 06a 3if" 4721 870 AenAAA

Q 339"W-33>2.M" v A mone

5 4721 9TO"f 712

Verbal BounHarv Description

The boundariesfollow lot lineson Assessors Map #s 40, 47, 48,49, 55 56, 57, 62, 63, (/eI N AN
isone exception to this ingdance. Land on the north Sde of River Road hes been subdivided in 2000. That
porttaof W M8-13 which is north ofthe northem line of Lot #48-08 is excluded from the distnct
because visudly it no longer is linked with the fann land dong River Road. Thereforeonly about one-
half of the 22-acrelot isincluded inthe district.

(continued)
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Boundary Justification

TheRiver Road - Craoss Stret Historic Farms and Rura Retreet Historic District bound™es follow lot
linesof propertiesthat historically had an association with the farms m this areaof Topsfield most of
which wrbecame rural retreats in the nineteenth and the twentieth century. The properties -eluded m
I"disTrict provide an important link between the agricultura history and rurd retreet histoiy and convey
Il hi Scs aoutfarmLgin Topsfield aswell astheway in which weat™

North Shore prominent residents used their Topsfield estatesas rural retredts retaining thefarmmg
component in most cases

There aetwo indances in which arecently divided lot isnotincluded "ANMAN'AANNNALANAN
dthough the land and resources once were integra to the distnct. The small lot west of & River Road
wLichfnce was the gte of Miss Cummings chauffeur's housewas divided from the larger parcd m
2000, anew house has been condructed onthelot, and ca 1920s chauffeur's cottage VV“heduled for
removd fromthelot. Two lotsaong the westem edgeof Meredith Farm bordenng on Crass and Rowley
Sregtsdso ae not included in the district. Oneis open land, the other has ahousethat once was
fefeifed to a honeymoon cottage used by aMeredith Farm worker; however this house hes baavwwwwww»h
subgtantialy. These properties are on the edge ofthedistrict boundanes, and while they are linked

historically, they would be congdered non-contributing due to dterations and new constmction.
Therefore they are not included in the district.

(end)
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Continuation Shedt
Section number__
Photographs
yf |
Photo # Address b
1 45 Sdem ad 1Hill S
2. 49 Sdem Road
3, 1 Hill Street
4. 9 River Road
5, River Road
6. 68 River Road Fields,
% 68 River Road
82 River Road
0. 8 River Road
10. 82 River Road
11. 82 River Road
12. 93, 95 River Road
13 & River Road
14. 49 Prospect SL.
15. 58 Progpect S
16. 29 Cross S
17. 29 Cross S
18. 29 Cross 3.
19. 41 Cross 3.

River Road-Cross Srest HD

Higtoric Farms and Rural Retreatsof Topsfiedld, MA MPS

Topsfield (Esex), MA

View A

L ooking west down Sdlem Road

L ooking south to main faBade

Looking west main feBade

Looking nw acrossfiel dsat 9 River Road
Looking west dong River Road

Looking sw overfieldsa 68 River.

Main faBede looking south

Main fa?ede, looking south

Seps to terrace |ooking north

Lake Cametery

Garden Gazebo - 1ooking et

View wes on River Road

View of main fafade looking north

y4 view looking nw.

VA view looking 2

View of plantedfiel dsat Meredith Farm looking

north ) u.
View of end of house, ice house and garage behind,
looking north

View of farm complex - small bam and large bam
looking wnw

View of main faBade looking wnw.

(end)
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MHC#

281

im
914

279
174

134
284
288
135
286
287
136

137

TOPSFIELD

RIVER ROAD-CROSS STREET HISTORIC FARM AND RURAL RETREAT HISTORIC DISTRICT

ASSR#ST# STREET NAME

56-02
56-02
56-02
62-35
62-02
62-35
62-35
62-02
62-02
62-02

55-11
55-11
56-03
56-01

63-03
40-02
40-02
40-01
48-06
48-03
48-15
48-07

57-02
57-02
56-04
48-14
48-13

48-08
48-08
48-08
48-08
48-09

48-09

17 Bradstreet Lane
17 Bradstreet Lane
17 Bradstreet Lane
29 Cross Street
29 Cross Street
29 Cross Street
29 Cross Street
29 Cross Street
29 Cross Street
29 Cross Street

41 Cross Street
41 Cross Street
1 Hill Street
5 Hill Street

Hill Street
49 Prospect Street
49 Prospect Street
55 Prospect Street
58 Prospect Street
63 Prospect Street
64 Prospect Street
66 Prospect Street

9 River Road
9 River Road
15 River Road

29 River Road (aka 31)
29 River Road (was #45)

45 River Road
45 River Road
45 River Road
45 River Road
68 River Road

70 River Road

DATA SHEET
HISTORIC NAME

Moses Bradstreet House

barn

sheds

Daniel Bixby House

Agricultural fields - hay and pasture
Ice House

Garage

Large Barn

Small Barn

Concrete Barn and sheds

J. Morris Meredith House
Wigglesworth, Edward Playhouse
John Balch House

house

Agricultural fields (was Pingree, now
Meredith Farm - 70 acres)
Charles H. Lake House

Topsfield Nurseries Windmill
house

Percy Chase House

house

house

unknown

Balch/Bradstreet/Walsh House
new garage/barn

house

house

Springhouse

Matthew Sweeney House (moved fromMain

Street)

Saltonstall Barn
Greenhouses
Saltonstall Fields
John Saltonstall House

Lake Bradstreet House

STYLE

Italianate
modern
modern
Greek Revival
Landscape

New England barn

modern

Arts & Craft /
Bungalow
Bungalow
Georgian
Ranch

Landscape
Italianate

farmhouse

Shingle Style

cape

neo-colonial revival
Ranch

Georgian

neo-colonial revival
neo-colonial revival
neo-colonial revival

Greek Revival
Gambrel - CR

Georgian Revival
Second Period -
Gambirel

DATE STATUS

1875

late 20th c.
late 20th c.
ca.1800
20th c.
ca.1920s
1921
ca.1880s
1921

20th c.

1900

ca. 1920s
ca.1769
mid 20th c.

1866-1871
late 19th c.
1999

1899

1998

2004

late 20th c.
pre-1769/ca.
1851

2003

2004

2004

early 20th c.

ca. 1851
ca.1920s
1940s-1950s
1921

ca.1760

=z zZ Z
OOOOOOOOOO

Z
£000

Z Z
§05000

zZ =z
OO0

NC
NC

O0000

TYPE

WWWWwWwww® www® WOWWWwWwWowm®m

Dwwww

o wWwm®
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MHC#

291
259

Sf?
91i
918§

138
293
294
295
920
802
919

216

139

140
140

144
326
327
145
331
333
330
332
921
328
329
334

ASSR #ST

48-09
48-09
48-09
48-09
48-09
48-09
48-09
48-09
48-09
48-11
48-11
48-11
48-11
48-11
48-10
48-11
48-11

48-02
48-02

48-01

47-31
47-31
47-31
63-04
63-04
63-04
63-04
63-04
63-04
63-04
63-04
63-04
63-04
63-04
63-04

RIVER ROAD-CROSS STREET HISTORIC FARM AND RURAL

iTREET NAME

68 River Road
68 River Road
68 River Road
68 River Road
68 River Road
68 River Road
68 River Road
68 River Road
68 River Road
82 River Road
82 River Road
82 River Road
82 River Road
82 River Road
82 River Road
82 River Road
82 River Road

85 River Road
85 River Road

95 River Road

95 River Road

95 River Road

45 Salem Road
45 Salem Road
45 Salem Road
49 Salem Road
49 Salem Road
49 Salem Road
49 Salem Road

49R Salem Road

49 Salem Road
49 Salem Road
49 Salem Road
51 Salem Road

TOPSFIELD

DATA SHEET
HISTORIC NAME

Coolidge Dog Kennels

Bath house

Saltonstall Boat house

Garage

Water trough / Sarcophagous

Coolidge Footbridge

Gazebo

Landscape Overlooking Ipswich River
Tall Hedge surrounding former pool site
Margaret Cummings House

Cummings Garage

Cummings Gardener's Cottage
Cummings Pump House

Cummings Garden Pauvillion

Old Lake Cemetery

Garden Landscape

Remnant of Robert Cram Garden
Zaccheus Gould House (address change-
was 73 Prospect St.

barn

Eleazer Lake, IV House

Stanley Lake House

Lake Barn

Shoe Shop

Annar Pingree House

David Pingree Il Carriage House
David Pingree Wheatland Garage
Capt. Thomas Perkins House
Asa Pingree Carriage House (granite)
David Pingree 1l Barn

Wheatland Garage

David Pingree Wheatland Cottage
David Pingree 1l Fish Pond
chicken coop

chicken coop

Wheatland Caretakers House

RETREAT HISTORIC DISTRICT

STYLE
Utilitarian 1955
Gothic Revival ca.1880s
Utilitarian 1920s
Utilitarian ca.1921
early 20th c.
1979/1990s
1960
Landscape from 1760s
Lar[jscape 1920s-1940s
Tudor Revival 1909
Tudor Revival 1322
Bungal ow
brick - utilitarian 1909
Colonial Revival 1910
Landscape from 1800s
Landscape 1910-1960S
Landscape A 1929

First & Second Period 1670s-1700s

Utilitarian 19th c.
Federal/Greek
Revival 1808/1845
ca. 1693/ ca.
First Period 1710
First Period ca. 1718
Utilitarian early 19th c.
Greek Revival 1836-37
Greek Revival late 19th c.
neo-colonial revival mid 20th c.
Federal 1806-07
Greek Revival 1850
New England barn 1907-08
Utilitarian ear_ly 20th c.
neo-colonial revival mid 20th c.
stone & concrete early 20th c.
wood & metal 1990s
wood & metal - 1990s
modern cottage mid 20th c.

DATE STATUS

Z
0000000000360 0000

CINR

C/NR
CINR

zz 0000
0EZE000000

TYPE

N VWoomI

o)
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TOPSFIELD AN
RWER ROAD.CROSS STREET HISTORIC FARMAND RURAL RETREAT HISTORIC DISTRICT

DATE STATUS  TYPE
MHC# ASSR # ST# STREET NAME HISTORIC NAME STYLE
Bridge over Ipswich River Cast Concrete 1931 ¢ oY
Salem Road Pingres Field - Sledding Hil Landscape ¢ !
64-06 Salem Road Ingree Field - sledding H
New NR LI_StmgS Total Non-Contributing = 15
Total Contributing = 52 - _
Buildi -39 Buildings = 13
uidings = 3 Sites =0
S ftes ~ 4 Structures =2
tructures = Objects =0
Objects =0

Previous Contributing NR Buildings =3
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JAMES W. SEWALL COMPANY
MAFPINS CONSUUANTS

DATE OF REVISIONS:

1-1-2000
1-1-2001

PROPERTY MAP INDEX
TOWN OF

TOPSFIELD
ESSEX COUNTY, MASSACHUSETTS
SCALE: 1INCH = 2400 FEET

1200- 2400-



TAX MAP
a7
OF
TOPSFIELD
MASSACHUSETTS

LEGEND

PROPERTY LINE
— OLD PROPERTY LINE
RIQHT-OF-WAY
MATCH LINE
WATER LINE
SWAMP LINE
ZONE LINE
3 PARCEL NUMBER
6635 /C  ACREAQE
6635 AC (C) CALCULATED ACREAQE
SURVEY DIMENSION
DEED DIMENSION
SCALE DIMENSION
STREET NO.
SURVEY LOT NO.
CITY/TOWN LIMIT

RAILROAD
RIQHT-OF-WAY

THIBMAr |1 PIIBPAIIBDFOI THE INVENTORY
OFHEAIPNOPERTY WITHIN TOWN OFTDPBFIELD
AND |E COM TIIEO ERDU HEGORDED DEEDE.
PLATS. TAX MAR*. aURVEYO. PLAHIU ETRIC

U APE.ANO OTHER POOL 10 REOOROSANO DATA
USERIOPTHIETAXUAPAREHEHEBYHOTIFIEO
THAT THEAFOREMEHTIOHED PUBLIC PRIMARY
IHFORMATIOH BOUROES BHOULD BE COHBUITED
FOB VEBIFIOATIOH DF THE IHFOBMATION
CONTAINED ON THIB MAP. THETOWH OF
TOPBFIEIDANDITBMAPPIHacONTBACTORB
ABBUME NO LEOAL BEBPON SIBILITY FOR THE
INFOfIHATION CONTAINED HEREIH.
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SHEET INDEX
SCALE

|Off 0- 100*
COMPLETION DATE: JAN. 1,1998
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LEGEND

PROPERTY LINE
OLD PROPERTY LINE
A —  RIQHTOF-WAY
MATCH LINE
WATER LINE
SWAMP LINE
« A H 1 ZONELINE
3 PARCEL NUMBER
6635 AC  ACREAQE
6635 AC (C) CALCULATED ACREAQE
B SURVEY DIMENSION
1HD DEED DIMENSION
nv- SCALE DIMENSION
113! STREET NO.
(]) SURVEY IDT NO.
CITYNOWN LIMIT

- RAILROAD
RIQHT-OF-WAY

: EASEMENT

THIB UAPIBPIEPAREO FOR THE INVENTORY

OF HEAL PBOPEBTY WITHIN TOWN DF TOPSFIELD
AND IE COUPIIED FEOM HSODROED DEEDS.
PLATS. TAX MA PS. SURVEYS, PLA HIM BTRIC

U APS.AHD OTHER PU OLIO RECORD BAND DATA
USESSOFTHIBTAXHAPABEHEREBVHOTIFIED
THAT THE AFOREMENTIONED PUELie PRIMARY
INFORMATION SOURCES SHOULD BE CONSULTED
FDR VERIFICATION OF TNE IHFOBMATION
CONTAINED ON THIS HAP. THE TOW H OF
TOPSFIELD AHD ITS MAFPIHOCOHTRACTORS
AESUM ENO LEOAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THS
INFORMATIOH CONTAINED HEREIN,

31 32 33
39 40 41
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SCALE
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