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1. Name

historic / John Cotting" |iouse fpfifer

Knights of Columbus Building

and or common

2. Location

street & number 74 Main Stf'ee”
city, town Marlborough ~fEA vicinity of
state Massachusetts code 025 county Middlesex
3. Classification
Category Ownersliip Status Present Use
district public A occupied agriculture
X building(s) X private unoccupied X commercial
structure both work in progress educational
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment
object in process yes: restricted government
N/A being considered _X_ yes: unrestricted industrial
no military

4. Owner of Property

Richard Wagner

name
street & number Forest Road
city, town Framingham vicinity of

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Middlesex South Registry of Deeds

street & number Cambridge street

city, town

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets
of the CGonmonweal th

AN AANG! |nvent0ry #50

Cambridge

date federal

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission

city, town Boston

has this property been determined eligible?

State

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

ForNPSuse only JUL f 6 1984

received ""*AANEDINSBS-*~

dateentered ~ | 6 1984

not for publication

code 017

museum
park

private residence
religious
scientific
transportation
other:

state Massachusetts

state Massachusetts

yes no

county local

state Massachusetts



7. Description John Cotting House, Marlborough, MA

Condition Chpck one Check one

-"excellent deteriorated unaltered original site

N2 _"gdéd ruins altered moved date NJA
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Located across the street fromthe town conmon i n the comercial and civic center

of Marlborough, the John Cotting House occupies approximately h acre of land and i s
set back twenty-two feet from Mun Street. The lot onwhich it stands is unelevated,
however the house i s surrounded by grass and shrubs on all sides and has a w ought
iron fence that runs along the northern boundar?/ of the property. The Cotting Hbuse
consists of amain, 7h story sectionwith a gable ended facade huilt ca, 1835 and a
two story rear ell built at the end of the 19th century.

TYpi cal I_Y Geek Revival indesign, the main bl ockof the house is athree bay sidehall
plan building that displays atenple front witha pedinented portico. Rising froma
stone foundation, the structure is sheathed in clapboards and enclosed by a pitch
roof that rests onawde, sinple entablature. Wndows throughout the building contain
2/ 2sash and are capped by nol ded pedi ments.

The building's symetrical three bay gable ended facade (north elevation) is sheathed
in horizontal natched boarding and Is franed by sinple wde cornerboards. This ele-
vation features a pedinmented portico conposed of four, two-story Doric col uims which
support a plain entablaturethat continues around the entire structure. The gable,
which is cover3d in clapboards, has one wndow at its center and serves as a high
pedinent for the building's tenple front. The structure's nain entrance i s |ocated
at the northwest end of this elevation. The doorway is franed by 3/4length
sidelights and a raised panel that is placed below them The entry is capped

by awde architrave and a pedinent simlar indesign tothe ones above the

bui I ding' s w ndows.

The east and west el evations formthe sides of the structure and are identical i n
design. Each face is framed by wde cornerboards and contains four symetrically

al i gned w ndow openings. @ the west elevation, however, the two northernnost w ndows
have been bl ocked in t oacconmodate a stairway |ocated on the interior of this wall.

Attached tothe rear of the building (south elevaton) is a two story clapboarded

d1 with apitch roof. Standing at a considerably |ower height than the nain section
of the house, this addition contains irre?ularl_y pl aced w ndows and has a pedi nent ed
entry supported by brackets on the east elevation.

The interior of the house has remained [argely unaltered since its construction.

Its particularly noteworthy features include atin ceiling inthe front-hallwvay

and wndows with pedinented noldings that repeat the design of those on the building's
exterior.



8. Significance John Cotting House. Marlborough. M\

Period Areas of Significance—Check andjustify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
_1800-1899 commerce exploration settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1851 Builder Architect fjot Known

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The John Cotting House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials and

worknmanship. [tis significant as anintact andwell preserved exanple of a finely

detailed tenple front Geek Revival style residence andis inportant for its association

with afamly promnent inthe community's devel opnent during the 19th century. The

E’Imldi ng thus neetsCriteria A B and Cfor listing inthe National Register of Historic
aces.

Constructed in 1851 for John F Cotting, the Cotting House i s | ocated on the Boston
Post Road, a major Colonial Period highway, in the east village of Marlborough.

This area of town, orientedaround Min (Boston Post Road) and Mapl e Streets, energed
as acomercial andcivic hubin the 18th century and continues today toserve as the
town center.

Meners of the Cotting Famly were community |eaders incivic and conmercial activities
throughout the 19th century. Thefirst of the famly toarrive in Mrlboroughwas

Anas Cotting. Trained as a doctor, henoved t othe conmunity from Vél thamin 1799.
Shortly after his arrival, the town entered a period of economc growh based on the
manuf acturing of shoes andstraw. This earlyperiodof industrial devel opnent encouraged
commercial activity particularly at the already establ ished comwercial andcivic center
| ocated on the Boston Post RJad (Min Street) at the intersection of | e Street.

It was inthis prospering business district that Aws Cotting's son, John B (1799-
1870), first operated a store and later built atavern in 1822 at the corner of Min
and Cotting Streets, just east of the nomnated property. Thestructure served as

an inn, coomunity neeting place, andsocial center throughout the 19th century, and
stood as a promnent local landmark until denolished in 1948. Mich note of theinportant role
the buil dingpi ayedi hcommunity [ife can be seen in Ella Bigelows local historyof

1910 - Historical Remniscences of Marlborough - inwhich the social activity that
occurred at the tavern is discussed at great |ength.

John B Cotting's son, John F., constructed the nom nated prp?erty Tn 1851. I nvol ved
Erimarily i nbusiness with his father, John operated the famly store, but is best
novn for the role he played in the civic affairs of the conmunity. During his lifetim
he sarved as a selectman and postnaster for the tov/n. The Geek Revival style house

he built inthe md-19th century was |ocated in the heart of the conmunity across

from the town conmon and adjacent tothe famly's tavern. Inits well articulated
desi?n, the building stood prom nentlﬁ inthe center of town and clearly reflecter*

the Tamly's high economc status within the comrunit%/. The house continued t obe *
owed by the Cotting famly until theturn of the 20th century.

In addition toitsassociationwth a prosperous famly wio were |eaders in the
comercial, civic, andsocial affairs of 19th century Marlborough, the buildingi s
also anarchitecturally significant structure representing awell designed Geek
Revival style residence. The house is one of ahandful of tenple front buildings



9. Major Bibliographical References

Ella Bigelow Historical Remniscences of Marlborough, Tines Publishing Gonpany,
Printers, 1910 Marl borough, Mssachusetts.

Hstory of Marlborough, Massachusetts, TR Mrvin & Son, 42 Gongress Street, Boston,
Massachusetts 1862.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property """ ,467 sq. 't.

Quadrangle name —Marl borough Quadrangle scale 1:25,000
UT M References
A 2191d 28 d 14]6]9]1] 2,2, 0] B L J L RN
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
cLU Il .1 ..01111I DL LLU J I.1,
N
E | | o] oo | J-LJ FLU 11 .11
G |JJrrrtrl J—L

Verbal boundary description and justification

See attached assesor's nap.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

«»™ofimo Kathryn Kubie, Preservation Planner with Ernest Ginnetti, Marlborough
Hisf.nrical Commission ! —

organization Massachusptt<; Hist.nriral Cnmrnissinn date AN Qft4.

street & number £94 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470

city or town Boston state Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is:

. X
national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

~state Historic Preservation Officer
title Mssachusetts Historical Conm ssion date

For NPS use only
I hereby certify that this property is Included in the National Register

) firfftirea  in the date P./A AN
yatlonal Register

Attes date
Chief of Registration
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Continuation sheet John Cotting House | t em nuntoer

remaining inthe community, but is particularly inportant because initswell preserved
state |dt best reflects the economcally prosperous period during which it was con-
struct ed.

The Cotting Hbouse was recently renovated with the interior space converted into office
use. This rehabilitation project was certified by the Departnent of the Interior
in 1982 as neeting the Secretary of Tnterior's Standards for Rehabilitation.
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EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Cotting, John. House
Middles=x County

MASSACHUSETTS Working No. JJjA ~ 198/
Fed. Reg. Date
Date Due: _
tCEPT _
e resubmission . . RETURN.
/\ 1
* nomination by person or local government National - Ua’tetl REJECT_
O owner objection Federal Agency:
e appeal
Substantive Review: CD sample LI] request * appeal CZ NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property t)een determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent || deteriorated unaltered e original site
[m good CZI ruins altered moved date.
. fair I I unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
CH completeness

e clarity
« alterations/integrity -i-
| Idates

I I boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraphi

e summary paragraph

Q completeness | j Jj*

CD clarity

CH applicable criteria

CDjustification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource

e context

CD relationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception

« other

9. Major Bibliographical References

to. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
e other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may tie continued on an attached sheet



























COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
iiiiiimf | Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street
HISTORICAL (I)B;igosn, Miassachusetts MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

Jne 25, 194

M. Carol Shtill, Chief

National Register of Historic Pl aces
National Park Service

Departnent of the Interior

18th and C Streets NW

Véshington, DC 20220
Dear M. Shull,

Encl osed youwi || findthe follow ng nomnation forns:

Mar | borou”: Jchn Cotting Hit:ise( | ocal)
Newt on: ClaflinSchool (local)

Sharon: StoutcnhamFtjmace Site (state; local)

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been si gned
by theState Historic PreservationOfficer. Qanerswerenotified of
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting

and were affordedthe opportunity toconnent. Cainents receivedtodate

are attached t othe naiination forns.

Sincerely,

Sarah J. Z nner nan
Director, Preservation Pl anning

encl osur e
37/ vs



