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1. Name
historic f Arthur A Covered Bridge
and/or common Same
2. Location o Ira<n o
Street & number*Lyonsville R«a'> N/A notfor publication
city, town Colrain H/A vicinity of
state M assachusetts code 025 county Ffankiln code Oil
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public occupied agriculture museum

building(s) private , unoccupied commercial park
N structure both -L  worit in progress educational private residence

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious

object NZA inprocess N X yes: restricted government scientific

L being considered A yes: unr'festrictetf'’ industrilal v transportation
e _I”no’ " * ' mHitary ' ' o _ Xiother: Closed

4. Owner of Property
name Town of Colrain. Board of Selectmen
street & number Town Of fice
city, town Colrain _N/A/lcInlty of state M assachusetts 01340
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Cnlraln Town Rerord.c;
street & number Town Office, Water Street
city, town Colrain State M assachusetts
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of theHistoric Assets
titte of t he Cormmonweal t h, #902 has this property been determined eligible? yes -X no
date 1981 federal N state county local

depository for survey records M assachusetts Hi.gtorical Conmission

city, town Boston state M assachusetts



7. DeSC”ptlon Arthur A Smith Covered Bridge, Colrain, Massachusetts

Condition Check one Check one

excellent deteriorated unaltered original site

good . ruins X_altered X noved date 1896
_Xfair .unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Arthur A Smith Covered Bridge spans theNorth River at Lyonsville, about

five mles north of Shelburne Falls. |t i sapproached on a short stretch of
secondary road |eading west of f Route 112. The setting i srural and picturesque
with rocks and |edges bordering theriver and a steep, wooded hill crowned by
the First Baptist Church rising from the west bank. Fields of corn and grass
line theeast bank adjacent tothebridge. /

The bridge measures 100 feet i nlength, with an outside width of 17 feet,
and an insidewidth of 12 feet. |t swoden structural design features the
original multiple king post truss constructionwith added |am nated Burr arches. -i?.
The gable pitched roof i scovered with slate shingles; exterior sheathingi s
vertical boards. jAp-rEnEA te

Originally, thebridge was constructed i n1869-70 farther down theriver i n
Shattuckville, a Colrainvillage south of Lyonsvilleand Colrain Center. |t was
known as t he Fox Bridge, i nreference tothenearby Fox Tavern (now gone).

Danmaged by flood waters i n1878, t hebridge was abandoned until 1896, when ¢ « "

the Colrain selectmen had i tre-erected onthe"Arthur A Smth Flats." | t

nay have replaced an earlier plank bridge at this location. | n1920, |am nated

Burr arches were added t o strengthen thebridge so that theCarey Cider and

Vinegar Conpany could transport heavier loads across it. At present, i tisuncertain

whet her Burr arches were present prior tothis date.

The bridge i spresently inneed of repair and has been closed totraffic for
the past year. Restoration efforts have been initiated by t hetown, but have
not been conpleted due t olack of funds. | n1980, theoriginal two-inch oak
floor boards were replaced with four-inchhem ock boards. Future plans include
replacing damaged boards on t hesouth side of t hebridge.



8. S|gn|f|Cance Arthur A. Smith Covered Bridge, Colrain, Massachusetts

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic . conservation law science i
1500-1599 agriculture . economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture . education military S social/
1700-1799 art = X engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce . exploration/settlement philosophy theater

_X_ 1900- communications - industry politics/government X transportation

. Invention other (specify)

Wi%\dates ﬁﬁ%[ﬂ 1868 70: Buil der/Architect  Unknown

St at ement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Arthur A Smith Covered Bridge retains integrity of design, setting, materials,
wor kmanshi p, feeling and association. Qe of four extant covered bridges i n the
Commonweal th, i ti sunique i nenmploying Burr truss construction. Although noved from
its original location i n1896, thebridge has kept itsessential physical charac-
teristics and sits i na simlar setting. | tremains historically significant for

its associationwith t hedevel opnent of thetown of Colrain and, when noved, was
renaned for a locally promnent citizen. The bridge thus nmeets criteria A andC

of the National Register of Historic Places.

The town of Colrainwas initially settled i n1732 by menbers of theSmth family,
possibly ancestors of Arthur A Smith, and incorporated i n1761. The predom nantly
hilly terrain i nthetown proved suitable for grazing and dairy farmng; the North
River, which flows almost directly south through Colrain from t heVernont border to
Shel burne, Massachusetts, provided abundant waterpower for sawm|lls, gristmills,

fulling mills and - i nthel9th century - large textile mlls. Qe such cotton
manufacturing firmwas established i n1832 at Shattuckville, thesite of the first
cotton yarn mill- in Franklin County (1814). Following a major flood i n1869, which

destroyed or danaged this and many other industries and bridges on theriver,
restorative work included reconstructionof theShattuck Mills at double the previous
capacity and erection of a new "Fox Bridge."

In 1878, the waters of theNorth River again rose seriouslyhigh, leaving thebridge
imsafe for travel and i t sat, deteriorating, until rmoved toitspresent site i n 1896.
In thevillage of Lyonsville, as i nShattuckville, i tprovided access across the North
River; here i twas used extensively for transportingkegs of vinegar from thecider mill
to therailroad, provided a crossing totheFirst Baptist Church and homes i n the
vicinity, and formed part of theroad tothetown of Heath.

The bridge's use as a transport route was partially responsible for theintroduction
of additional support menbers, resulting itithis once commdn wood engineering design.
The conposite of king post truss and strengthening arch, first introduced in America
in 1803-04 by Theodore Burr of Pennsylvania, was used throughout the 19th century.
This bridge i stheonly surviving exanple i n Massachusetts. C thethree other 19th
century covered bridges remaining i nthe Commonweal th, only one, t he Upper Sheffield
Bridge (1835;NR), predates theColrainBridge. The others are: theBurkville Bridge,
Conway (1873); and the Ware-Hardwi ck Bridge (1886).

Arthur Alan Smith, for whomthebridge was renamed i n 1896, was of Colrain heritage and
born there on Decenber 19, 1841,in thefamily farmstead adjacent totheNorth River.
After serving i ntheCivil War, where he attained t herank of captain, he novedt o

Al abama and becane active i ncommunity affairs. Returning toColrain and the famly
house i nt he 1870s, he was elected t o several offices, including: school board nenber;
tax assessor; and Commander of the GA R in Massachusetts. He died i nColrainon
March 21, 1907.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property Less than one acre
Quadrangle name  Colrain, Massachusetts-Vermont Quadrangle scale 1? 25,000
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Verbal boundary description and justification

The nominated property consists of the Arthur A. Smith Covered Bridge, which spans
11:.the North River on Lyonsville Raad. g - - .

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state "Nk code county " code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
Virginia A. Fitch, Preservation Planner, with Alfred E. Hillman, Colrain Selectman
nameftite and Louise B. O'Brien, Colrain Historical Society

organizetion Massachusetts Historical Commission dae September 20, 1982
sreet & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470

city or town Bost on date Massachusetts

12. Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Nationai Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for Inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to t ~ criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature \J*\Jjj, x JL  ~;Y\Y\

title  Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion datel)((]vwv<d® N AT AA

For NPS use only
thereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

Hat | onal Eegl gtfeg date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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Sfidl'umL 'Dulls, AUi:.adiute.Lli. 01370 MASy  "v & Ci.'K'IM,

[Tov. 11, 1982

KaSE. Historical Conm ssion (AMHR A SMTH BR D&E
29" ", -Jashington St. QLRAI K, MAS3.)
Boston, Mass, A

"“CGent | enen;

The "5" inr.yr"ie Mtand3 ?or oinith ,nd Arthur A .
reG r' v "r.C.cXYIT. | Caturally, ny interest in
preserving theol dArthur Smth bridge i s quite
personal, only slightly nore, hovrever, than ny

Interest as a history "buff."

M/ Mot her brought ne up on tales of that bridge, of

how she | earned her "tables" i nthebarn as nY

father hand m | ked hi sherd, hov/ she later helped

drive hiscattle across the bridge to pasturage on

the far side. | twas across this bridge that she

and her brotherstraveledto their little one room *
school at thetopof thehill. | twas across this bridge
that courting couples drove, sometimes with a short

stop i nthemddle for a stolen kiss, | an told.

Mostly, however, it | sitshistory and antiquity

v."hich makes i t worthy of preservation, methlnks.

Moved from a site farther dovin3tream many years ago,

It has been battered by storms and other ravages of o
ti me and deserves a place in our history. '

Please add ny plea for thepreservation of this bridge
and a place on theRational Register of Historic

Pl aces.

| hank you. o

- L. Very truly yours,

Barbara S Conpton

| am also told, although this I cannot authenticate,
that the archway construction of theinterior of the
bridge i s quite rare.



Colrain, Mss,
Nov. 13, 1982

MassachuBetts Historical Comm ssion
294 Washington St.
Bost on, Mass. 02108

Gent | enmen; Ay -

Pl ease permt us to give our coments onthe
restoration of the Arthur Smth covered bridge i n the
Town of Colrain scheduled fora review on Dec. 8t h.

Ve strongly recommend that this landmark be nom
inated to the National Register of Historic Places
for several reasons: A

1. Itslengthy and historical background
2. The only covered bridge left i n this
area when formerly there were many
' 3.  The ingenious nethod used by our for-
> bears i ni tsconstruction
4. |t sconvenience forvehicular traffic

I'o detoxir around this edifice involves a
narrow, crooked road populated by many small children—
hard t o see when snowbanks are high. Even though this
bridge could not be restored forlimted traffic, we
would recommend that i tat |east be restored as a
historical site.

Thank you f or your consideration on Dec. 8t h.

" . Very truly yours,

velma B Aiken

Robert K. Aiken < X

\- & many other residents of
West Colrain



-ANNANNAN ) COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
DCODOE['L9%13E Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington street

i |1IOTQ plIp Al Boston, Massachusetts
nNioOlLAnit"ML 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 , Secretary of State

Novamber 15, 1982 - ' v

Ms. May Cross =
Director

Athol Public Library
568 Main Street . B
Athol, MA 01331 , e

Deaxr Ms, Cross: A

The Massachusetts Historical Ccranission would like to thank you for your support
of the Arthur A. Snith bridge National Register nomination; A copy of your
letter will be fonvarded along with the nanination to the State Review Board and,
if voted eligible, to the Keeper of the National Register.

Sincerely, A

Virginia Fitch
Preservation Pl anner
Massachusetts Historical Canm ssion -j

Wpg i



COMMONWE.MTH or MASBACHUEICTTS
MASSACHUSETTS SENATE
STATE HOUSE. BOSTON 02133
722-1532

HON. JOHN W. OLVER COVMITTEES:
FRANKLIN AND HAMPSHIRE TAXATION (CHAIRMAN)
DISTRICT WAYS AND MEANS

STATE ADMINISTRATION
ENERGY

COUNTIES
TRANSPORTATION

(RES.) P. O. BOX 855
AMHERST. MA 01002 s
256-6643

Novenber 17, 19 82

Ms. Valerie Talmage, Acting Director

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion "N
294 Washington St.

Boston, M\ 02108

Dear Ms. Tal mage: ‘e
It hasconme tony attentionthat on Decenber 8,

1982 t heArthur A Smth covered bridge will be
considered for nomnation totheNational Register

of Historical Places. | urge thestate review board
to take favorable action sothat this bridge can be
listed onthefederal government's official list of

historic properties worthy of preservation.

The Arthur A Smth Bridge, built i n1869 serves
as oneof Massachusetts fewremaining covered bridges,
Aside from i tsunique architectural qualities, it i s
also anintegral part of thecharacter andcommunity
of this small andtraditional New England town.

This structure i scertainly worthy of special
note andpreservation and, again, | urge the review
board t otake favorable action.

Sincerely,

John W Ol ver
Senat or

JVO mm






L «/ RAS5Y (¥ iH:
UrjlTLD STATES (f A..itf<K.A

Rome, Italy

November 24, 1982

Dear Menbers: AT, COMM.

It has come tony attention that you are considering
nom nating theArthur A Smith covered bridge i nColrain
to theNational Register of Historic Places.

As a home-owner i nColrain, | amdelighted that you -«
are aware of thevast importance of this bridge. 1t is
one of thevery fewremaining covered bridges i nNew England,
and al | of us have been nmost concerned that we might |ose
it | ti sof great significance both from an historical
point of view and also from thegreat beauty that i s contri-
butes t othe |l andscape.

Thank you f or your interest.

Sincerely yours, '

Maxwell M Rabb
Ambassador

To t he Menbers
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
294 Washington Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108



______ COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
liiiiimf | Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street
HlSTORICAL oston, assacnusetis
COMMISSION 6177278470 YICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
Decavba 15, 1982

Ms. Carol Shui l

National Register of Historic Pl aces
National Park Service

Departent of the Interior

Viéshi ngt on, BT 20243 Y,
Dear M. Shuil:
Encl osed you will find thefollow ng nomnation forns:
Boston - Isabella Stewart Gardner Miseum (national)
«.--dran- Arthur A Smth Covered Bridge (state)
CGoncord - Col onel Roger Brown House (Iocal)

Tisbury - WlliamStreet Historic District (local)

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been si gned by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qanerswere notified of pending State
Revi ew Boar d consi deration 30-75 days beforr theneeting andwere afforded t he
]gpport unity toconment. Connents received todate are attached t othe nomnation
0l ns.

Sincerely,

Candece J
Registrati rector

Massechusetl | siorical Conmission
CJpg ;



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
iiiiiimfli Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street
HISTORICAL ggig);’ Massachusets MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

February 25, 1983

M. Carol Shall, Chief
Nati onal Register of

Hi storic Places

Nati onal Park Service
Departnent of the lnterior
Véshington, DC 20243

Dear M. Shuil:

Encl osed please find a copy of aletter of support for the Arthur
Smth Covered Bridge (Colrain, Mv) National Register nom nation.

The nom nation was sent toyouon Decener 15, 1982. . .~
Sincerely,

Virginia Fitch

Preservation Pl anner e

Encl osure

VF j bm



rJ
CONN, RIVER VALLEYy COVER

BRIDGE SOCIETY
Pehruary 22,1933

Massachusetts Historic Coi..i-.i3sion

294 Washington otreet -

Boston, |1 - 02108

lie. Arthur Smth Covered Bridge, Colrain, Llass.

The Connecticut River Valley Covered Bridge Society
has | ong been concerned with tiie preservation of

the Arthur Snith Covered Bridge i n Colrain, iuau.
Tiriicia Lincoiii, Preaidt™nt Emritous of our Suciety,
has neen urging the Sel ectnmen of Oolrain for several
years to take the necessary stej?s to have their |' Mt
covered uooden bridge placed on the |l:-tion--I Register.
Last Novenber our Society was inforned. that Colrain
has filed their applicationwith your office. e
of only four historic higmay coverea r”uoaen briageo
left i nlaassachusetts, the Arthur Siaith Bridge ought

to be preserved as the only Burr truss bridge left
in Massachuset xs.

The Connecticut River Valley Covered Bridge Society
wants to have it s endorsement of the Arthur Smth
Bridge applicationplaced on file i nyour office.

Sincerely,

. Edwird D Thonas
Secretart



