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1. Name 

For NPS use only 

received D E C 2 7 ;c 9.7 t l : 
date entered 

historic f A r t h u r A Covered Bridge 

and/or common Same 

2. Location I/O I r a. <̂  r\ crvi 

Street & number^ L y o n s v l l l e R«a^> N/A not for publication 

city, town C o l r a i n H/A vicinity of 

state Massachusetts code 025 county F f a n k i l n code O i l 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip 

public 
Status Present Use 

district 
Ownersh ip 

public occupied agriculture museum 
building(s) 

^ structure 
private , unoccupied 

-L worit in progress 
commercial park building(s) 

^ structure both 
, unoccupied 

-L worit in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 

^iZA in process ^ 
Access ib le entertainment religious 

object 
Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 

^iZA in process ^ X yes: restricted government scientific 
L being considered _̂ yes: unr'festrictetf' ' industrilal ' ' transportation 

• _ l ^ n o ' " '* • ' mHitary ' ' • _ X i other: C l o s e d 

4. Owner of Property 

name Town o f C o l r a i n . Board o f Selectmen 

street & number Town Of f i c e 

city, town C o l r a i n _N/A/lclnlty of state Massachusetts 01340 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. C n l r a l n Town Rerord.c; 

street & number Town Office, Water Street 

city, town C o l r a i n state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the Historic Assets 

title of the Commonwealth, #902 has this property been determined eligible? yes -X no 

date 1981 federal ^ state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i . g t o r i c a l Conmission 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 



7. Description Arthur A. Smith Covered Bridge, Colrain, Massachusetts 

Condition 
excellent 
good 

_ X f a i r 

deteriorated 
. ruins 
.unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

X_ altered 

Check one 
original site 

X. moved date 1896 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Arthur A. Smith Covered Bridge spans the North River at Lyonsville, about 
f i v e miles north of Shelburne Falls. I t i s approached on a short stretch of 
secondary road leading west o f f Route 112. The setting i s r u r a l and picturesque 
with rocks and ledges bordering the r i v e r and a steep, wooded h i l l crowned by 
the F i r s t Baptist Church r i s i n g from the west bank. Fields of corn and grass 
l i n e the east bank adjacent to the bridge. / 

The bridge measures 100 feet i n length, with an outside width of 17 feet, 
and an inside width of 12 feet. I t s wooden st r u c t u r a l design features the ' 
o r i g i n a l multiple king post truss construction with added laminated Burr arches. -i?;. 
The gable pitched roof i s covered with slate shingles; exterior sheathing i s 
v e r t i c a l boards. j ^ r - * * " * ^ ' • " 

Orig i n a l l y , the bridge was constructed i n 1869-70 farther down the r i v e r i n 
Shattuckville, a Colrain v i l l a g e south of Lyonsville and Colrain Center. I t was 
known as the Fox Bridge, i n reference to the nearby Fox Tavern (now gone). 
Damaged by flood waters i n 1878, the bridge was abandoned u n t i l 1896, when •" • " 
the Colrain selectmen had i t re-erected on the "Arthur A. Smith Flats." I t 
may have replaced an e a r l i e r plank bridge at t h i s location. I n 1920, laminated 
Burr arches were added to strengthen the bridge so that the Carey Cider and 
Vinegar Company could transport heavier loads across i t . At present, i t i s uncertain 
whether Burr arches were present p r i o r to t h i s date. 
The bridge i s presently i n need of repair and has been closed to t r a f f i c f o r 
the past year. Restoration e f f o r t s have been i n i t i a t e d by the town, but have 
not been completed due to lack of funds. I n 1980, the o r i g i n a l two-inch oak 
fl o o r boards were replaced w i t h four-inch hemlock boards. Future plans include 
replacing damaged boards on the south side of the bridge. 

•4 "f 

.{•ŝ  



8. Significance Arthur A. Smith Covered Bridge, Colrain, Massachusetts 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

_X_ 1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art =' 
commerce 
communications 

X 

. conservation 

. economics 

. education 
engineering 

. exploration/settlement 

. industry 

. Invention 

law 
literature 
military . . •< 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

science »i 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 

X transportation 
other (specify) 

Q»<>̂ sfŝ  B u i l t 1868-70; Specific dates mpyed 1896 Builder/Architect Unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Arthur A. Smith Covered Bridge retains i n t e g r i t y of design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and association. One of four extant covered bridges i n the 
Commonwealth, i t i s unique i n employing Burr truss construction. Although moved from 
i t s o r i g i n a l location i n 1896, the bridge has kept i t s essential physical charac­
t e r i s t i c s and s i t s i n a similar s e t t i n g . I t remains h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t for 
i t s association w i t h the development of the town of Colrain and, when moved, was 
renamed for a l o c a l l y prominent c i t i z e n . The bridge thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C 
of the National Register of Historic Places. 

The town of Colrain was i n i t i a l l y settled i n 1732 by members of the Smith family, 
possibly ancestors of Arthur A. Smith, and incorporated i n 1761. The predominantly 
h i l l y t e r r a i n i n the town proved suitable for grazing and dairy farming; the North 
River, which flows almost d i r e c t l y south through Colrain from the Vermont border to 
Shelburne, Massachusetts, provided abundant waterpower for sawmills, g r i s t m i l l s , 
f u l l i n g m i l l s and - i n the 19th century - large t e x t i l e m i l l s . One such cotton 
manufacturing f i r m was established i n 1832 at Shattuckville, the s i t e of the f i r s t 
cotton yarn m i l l - i n Franklin County (1814). Following a major flood i n 1869, which , 
destroyed or damaged t h i s and many other industries and bridges on the r i v e r , 
restorative work included reconstruction of the Shattuck M i l l s at double the previous 
capacity and erection of a new "Fox Bridge." 

In 1878, the waters of the North River again rose seriously high, leaving the bridge 
imsafe for t r a v e l and i t sat, deteriorating, u n t i l moved to i t s present s i t e i n 1896. 
In the v i l l a g e of Lyonsville, as i n Shattuckville, i t provided access across the North 
River; here i t was used extensively for transporting kegs of vinegar from the cider m i l l 
to the r a i l r o a d , provided a crossing to the F i r s t Baptist Church and homes i n the 
v i c i n i t y , and formed part of the road to the town of Heath. 

The bridge's use as a transport route was p a r t i a l l y responsible for the introduction 
of additional support members, resul t i n g i t i t h i s once common wood engineering design. 
The composite of king post truss and strengthening arch, f i r s t introduced i n America 
i n 1803-04 by Theodore Burr of Pennsylvania, was used throughout the 19th century. 
This bridge i s the only surviving example i n Massachusetts. Of the three other 19th 
century covered bridges remaining i n the Commonwealth, only one, the Upper Sheffield 
Bridge (1835;NR), predates the Colrain Bridge. The others are: the Burkville Bridge, 
Conway (1873); and the Ware-Hardwick Bridge (1886). 

Arthur Alan Smith, for whom the bridge was renamed i n 1896, was of Colrain heritage and 
born there on December 19, 1841,in the family farmstead adjacent to the North River. 
After serving i n the C i v i l War, where he attained the rank of captain, he moved to 
Alabama and became active i n community a f f a i r s . Returning to Colrain and the family 
house i n the 1870s, he was elected to several o f f i c e s , including: school board member; 
tax assessor; and Commander of the G.A.R. i n Massachusetts. He died i n Colrain on 
March 21, 1907. 



9. Major Bib iographica References 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property Less t h a n one a c r e 
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Verba l boundary desc r ip t ion and jus t i f i ca t i on 

The nominated property consists of the Arthur A. Smith Covered Bridge, which spans 
1:1::..the North River on Lyonsvi l le Raad. ,;r. - - •. .. 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state "^ Ik code county '^ code ' 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
V i r g i n i a A. F i t c h , Preservation Planner, w i t h A l f r e d E. Hil lman, Colrain Selectman 

name/title and Louise B. O'Brien, Colrain H i s t o r i c a l Society 

organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission date September 20, 1982 

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617 ) 727-8470 

city or town B o s t on state Massachusetts 

12. Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Nationai Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for Inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to t ^ criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature \ J ^ \ J j j , x JL ^;Y\Y\ 

title Executive Director, Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission datel)(!(;|,vwV<J^ i^l ^ " ^ ^ 

m 
For NPS use only 

thereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

Hatlonal Eeglgtfeg 
date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 

u i J i i u i i & i j L ^ — l i t e 
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MATIONAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 
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EVALUATION / RETURN S H E E T 

Smith, Arthur A., Covered Bridge 
Franklin County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Working Ii4. ^^A7yS^9i^ 
F«d. R«fl. Data: .  
Data Du#- y^-//r> - ^Ac'A, 
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> ownar objaction Fadaral Agancy: 

appaal 
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Raviawar 
Diaciplina 
Data 

,aaa eontinuation ahaat 

•Nomination raturnad for: . tachnicai corractions citad baiow 
.substantiva raasons discussad baiow 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Property 

5 . L o c a t i o n of L e g a l Descr ip t ion 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

> > n » i i ' l I 

7. P e s c r i p t l o n 

summary paragraph 
complatanass 
clarity 
alterations/intagrfty 
datas 
boundary salaction 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

Pmflm4 Ormam o4 lltrtWc—oi Cli«ph tmO lumttty katm 

t ml tliiiWlo»iio« (In — p«i'«ti'«)ih( • : < • • ' • : ! ' ,(.>-'-' 

summary paragraph / 

r _ completeness 
Z clarity 

applicable cr i ter ia 
justif ication of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 

AoraoQe of nominated property .., — .... , 

OiiadranQta name , i. — 

UMT References 

Vsrfcal bBimaai> description and |ustmcation 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
Th* svaluaMd algniflcanc* ot this proparty wHhin th* ttat* It: 

rwtkxial i t i t* local 

Mai* Historic PraaarvatHxi Orficar signature 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Quest ions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

S i g n e d — Date Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 & P 4 

Comments for any item may be cont inued on an at tached sheet 
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i l l c i iuu/z _S<- i . t£ 

S f i d l ' u m L ' D u l l s , A U i : . a J i u t e . L l i . 0 1 3 7 0 MAS'^v "-v -'• I C i . ' K ' ! M , 

ITov. 11, 1982 

KaSE. H i s t o r i c a l Conmission (AÎ THUR A. SMITH BRIDGE 
29^ ".-Jashington St. GOLRAIK, MAS3.) 
Boston, Mass, ^ 

"Gentlemen; 

The "5" i n r.y r-̂ '.ie ^:tand3 ?or oinith „nd Arthur A. ' , 
;raG r'v '"r j,i.C\f. c-JtYi'.iT. ICaturally, my in t e r e s t i n 
preserving the old Arthur Smith bridge i s quite 
personal, only s l i g h t l y more, hovrever, than my 
in t e r e s t as a hi s t o r y "buff." 

My Mother brought ne up on tales of that bridge, of 
how she learned her "tables" i n the barn as my 
father hand milked his herd, hov/ she l a t e r helped 
drive his c a t t l e across the bridge to pasturage on 
the f a r side. I t was across t h i s bridge that she 
and her brothers traveled to their little one room ^' 
school at the top of the h i l l . I t was across t h i s bridge 
that courting couples drove, sometimes with a short 
stop i n the middle f o r a stolen kiss, I an t o l d . 

Mostly, however, i t I s i t s history and a n t i q u i t y 
v.'hich makes i t worthy of preservation, methlnks. 
Moved from a s i t e f a r t h e r dov:n3tream many years ago, 
i t has been battered by storms and other ravages of • •'' 
time and deserves a place in our history. ' 

Please add my plea f o r the preservation of t h i s bridge 
and a place on the Rational Register of Histo r i c 
Places. 

Ihank you. " ' 

- . . .. Very t r u l y yours, 

Barbara S. Compton 

I am also t o l d , although t h i s I cannot authenticate, 
that the archway construction of the i n t e r i o r of the 
bridge i s quite rare. 



C o l r a i n , 
Nov. 13, 

Mas s, 
1982 

MassachuBetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 Washington St. 
Boston, Mass. 02108 

Gentlemen; ^ , , -

Please permit us to give our comments on the 
r e s t o r a t i o n of the Arthur Smith covered bridge i n the 
Town of C o l r a i n scheduled f o r a review on Dec. 8th. 

We s t r o n g l y recommend t h a t t h i s landmark be nom­
inated to the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
f o r several reasons: ^. 

1. I t s lengthy and h i s t o r i c a l background 
: 2. The only covered bridge l e f t i n t h i s 

area when formerly there were many 
' 3. The ingenious method used by our f o r -
> bears i n i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n 

4. I t s convenience f o r ve h i c u l a r t r a f f i c 

I'o detoxir around t h i s e d i f i c e involves a 
narrow, crooked road populated by many small c h i l d r e n — 

see when snowbanks are high. Even though t h i s hard to 
bridge could not 
would recommend 
h i s t o r i c a l s i t e . 

be restored f o r l i m i t e d t r a f f i c , we 
t h a t i t at l e a s t be restored as a 

Thank you f o r your consideration on Dec. 8 t h . 

„ . Very t r u l y yours, 

. velma B. Aiken 
Robert K.. Aiken < ; 

,. & many other residents of 
West C o l r a i n 



--^^-^^-^^ U COMMONWEALTH OF M A S S A C H U S E T T S 
DC0D0E[!L%13E Office of the Secretary of State 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S 294 Washington street 
i_| I O T Q p I p A I Boston, Massachusetts 
n i O I L ^ n i t ^ M L 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 

C O M M I S S I O N 617-727-8470 , Secretary of State 

November 15, 1982 , ; ' ' -

Ms. Mary Cross •• 
Director 
Athol Public Library 
568 Main Street • ' ' " 
Athol, MA 01331 , . ' , 

Dear Ms, Cross: ^ 

The Massachusetts Histor ical Ccranission would l ike to thank you fo r your support 
of the Arthur A. Snith bridge National Register nomination; A copy of your 
le t ter w i l l be fonvarded along with the nanination to the State Review Board and, 
i f voted e l i g ib l e , to the Keeper of the National Register. 

Sincerely, , ^ _ .. 

Virginia Fitch 
Preservation Planner 
Massachusetts Historical Canmission -j 

VF/pg , i . 

• (. 
:'c'*i 



H O N . J O H N W. O L V E R 

F R A N K L I N A N D H A M P S H I R E 

D I S T R I C T 

( R E S . ) P . O . B O X 8 5 5 

A M H E R S T . MA 0 1 0 0 2 ,S 

2 5 6 - 6 6 4 3 

C O M M O N W E . M T H o r MASBACHUEiCTTS 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S S E N A T E 

STATE HOUSE. B O S T O N 0 2 I 3 3 

7 2 2 - 1 5 3 2 

COMMITTEES: 
T A X A T I O N ( C H A I R M A N ) 

W A Y S A N D M E A N S 

S T A T E A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 

E N E R G Y 

C O U N T I E S 

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N 

November 17, 19 82 

Ms. V a l e r i e Talmage, Acti n g D i r e c t o r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission ''N 
294 Washington St. 
Boston, MA 02108 

Dear Ms. Talmage: '• 

I t has come t o my a t t e n t i o n t h a t on December 8, 
1982 the Arthur A. Smith covered bridge w i l l be 
considered f o r nomination t o the Na t i o n a l Register 
of H i s t o r i c a l Places. I urge the s t a t e review board 
t o take f a v o r a b l e a c t i o n so t h a t t h i s b r i d g e can be 
l i s t e d on the f e d e r a l government's o f f i c i a l l i s t of 
h i s t o r i c p r o p e r t i e s worthy of p r e s e r v a t i o n . 

The Arthur A. Smith Bridge, b u i l t i n 1869 serves 
as one of Massachusetts few remaining covered bridges, 
Aside from i t s unique a r c h i t e c t u r a l q u a l i t i e s , i t i s 
also an i n t e g r a l p a r t of the character and community 
of t h i s small and t r a d i t i o n a l New England town. 

This s t r u c t u r e i s c e r t a i n l y worthy of s p e c i a l 
note and pr e s e r v a t i o n and, again, I urge the review 
board to take favorable a c t i o n . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

John W. Olver 
Senator 

JWO/mn 





L •/ RAS5Y (.̂ r i H : 

Ur j lTLD STATES (>f A;.itf<K.A 

Rome, I t a l y 

November 24, 1982 

Dear Members: ^ : T , C O M M . 

I t has come t o my a t t e n t i o n t h a t you are cons i d e r i n g 
nominating the A r t h u r A. Smith covered bridge i n C o l r a i n 
t o the N a t i o n a l Register o f H i s t o r i c Places. 

As a home-owner i n C o l r a i n , I am d e l i g h t e d t h a t you • 
are aware o f the vast importance of t h i s b r i d g e . I t i s 
one of the very few remaining covered bridges i n New England, 
and a l l of us have been most concerned t h a t we might lose 
i t . I t i s o f great s i g n i f i c a n c e both from an h i s t o r i c a l 
p o i n t of view and also from the great beauty t h a t i s c o n t r i ­
butes t o the landscape. 

Thank you f o r your i n t e r e s t . 

S i n c e r e l y yours, , ' 

Maxwell M. Rabb 
Ambassador 

To the Members 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

294 Washington S t r e e t 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 



i i i i i i m f I 
MASSACHUSETTS 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 
December 15, 1982 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

Ms. Carol Shuil 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 

Washington, DC 20243 v 

Dear Ms. Shuil: 

Enclosed you w i l l find the following nomination forms: 

Boston - Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum (national) 

«,.--̂ olrain - Arthur A. Smith Covered Bridge (state) 

Concord - Colonel Roger Brown House (local) 

Tisbury - William Street Historic District (local) 
All have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed by 
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending State 
Review Board consideration 30-75 days beforr the meeting and were afforded the 
opportunity to comment. Conments received to date are attached to the nomination 
foims. 

Sincerely, 

Candace J( 
Registrati 
Massachusettl 

CJ/pg ; 

rector 
Lstorical Conmission 



i i i i i imf l i 
MASSACHUSETTS 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

February 25, 1983 

Ms. Carol Shall, Chief 
National Register of 
Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Ms. Shuil: 

Enclosed please find a copy of a letter of support for the Arthur 
Smith Covered Bridge (Colrain, Ma.) National Register nomination. 

The nomination was sent to you on December 15, 1982. . ...̂  , 

Sincerely, 

Virginia Fitch 
Preservation Planner ' . • 

Enclosure 

VF:jbm 



r J 
CONN, RIVER VALLEy COVERED 

BRIDGE SOCIETY 
Pehruary 22,1933 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c Coi..i-.i3sion 

294 Washington otreet -

Boston, I I - 02108 

lie: Arthur Smith Covered Bridge, Colrain, Llass. 

The Connecticut River Valley Covered Bridge Society 

has long been concerned with tiie preservation of 

the Arthur Snith Covered Bridge i n Colrain, iuau. 

Tiriicia L i n c o i i i , Preaidt^nt Emiritous of our Suciety, 

has neen urging the Selectmen of Oolrain f o r several 

years to take the necessary stej^s to have t h e i r I ' . ^ t 

covered uooden bridge placed on the lI:-tion--l Register. 

Last November our Society was inforned. that Colrain 

has f i l e d t h e i r a pplication with your o f f i c e . One 

of only four h i s t o r i c higm/ay coverea r^uoaen briageo 

l e f t i n laassachusetts, the Arthur Siaith Bridge ought 

to be preserved as the only Burr truss bridge l e f t 

i n Massachusetxs. 

The Connecticut River Valley Covered Bridge Society 

wants to have i t s endorsement of the Arthur Smith 

Bridge a p p l i c a t i o n placed on f i l e i n your o f f i c e . 

Sincerely, , 

• ,-. Edwird D. Thomas 

Secretart 


