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1. Name of Property
historic name Long Plain School

Other names/site humber  Long Plain Museum

2. Location

street & number 1203 Main Street not for publication
city or town  Acushnet vicinity

state  Massachusetts code MA county Bristol code 005 zip code 02743

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

national statewide A local

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, SHPO, MHC Date

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
Signature of commenting official Date
Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification
| hereby certify that this property is:

~Nentered in the National Register . determined eligible for the National Register
determined not eligible for the National Register . removed from the National Register

other (explaiw)
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Long Plain School
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.)
private building(s)
public - Local district
public - State site
public - Federal structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)

EDUCATION/school

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

LATE VICTORIAN/Italianate

(Expires 5/31/2012)

Bristol County, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
0 buildings
district
site
structure
object
0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

RECREATION AND CULTURE/museum

*Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation:  granite, concrete

walls: clapboard

roof:  asphalt

other: Copper (cupola sheathing)
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Narrative Description

Summary Paragraph

Long Plain Schoadl islocated in Long Plain, the northemmost village of thetown of Acushnet, Massachusetts. The school
issted on the west sde of Main Stredt, alate 17"'-century thoroughfare providing communication between the sattlement
a Acushnet Village (dso known as Heed of the River, NR 2009) and points north. The building is sat back I00fegt from
Main Stregt inasemi-rurd areaof one- and two-story residentia houses, farms, and scattered single-story commercid
properties. Neighboring buildings and structures includethe Friends Meeting House (built ca 1759, NR 1986) a short
digance to the south, and avariety of farmsteads and residences dating from the 19* century to the present." Neighboring
commercia properties date generdly to the 20* century.

Long Plain Schoadl isawood-frame, hipped-roof, Itdianate-style building with afront-gable projection providing two
entrances, vestibules, and a stairwell. Designed by Cdeb Hammond of New Bedford, and built in 1875 by SB. Smmons
of Taunton, itisafine example of an Itdianate-style schoal building, and awdl-preserved artifact of the early history of
Acushnet as an independent municipality. The school dts on aflat, grassy lot of lessthan one acre. 1t risestwo dories
from agranite ashlar foundation, and is generdly symmetrica in plan, including a centra block measuring 65 feet dong
the front elevation by 25 feet to the rear (1875, expanded 1924), and a projecting entryway providing a stairwell and
vedtibules (1875). The building is sheethed in clgpboard with plain comerboards.  Its main block is six bays wide—
expanded in 1924 from itsorigina four bays—and two bays deep, with fenestration symmetricaly arranged across the
front and d9de dlevations. There isasingle central chimney located a the juncture of the main block and the projecting
entryway. The irregular rear elevation reflects a series of additions, including arear "sanitation building" addition and
rear stairwell (1921), and aframe carport (1981), built in the crook of the main block, and the 1921 addition at the
southwest comer a the reer of the building.

Narrative Description

A smple comice with regularly spaced brackets endosesthe entire building. The roof combines a pedimented cross
geble over the front projection extending to the rear wall, and a hipped roof over the sde wings. Window surrounds are
smple, capped by modest splayed lintels with shallow-projecting molded caps. Original 6/6 double-hung seeh survive
throughout the building (Photo 1) Shutters on the front evation are dso bdieved to be original .

Origina to the building and extending from the center of the main block isafull-height, ten-by-sixteen foot pedimented
projection with sde entries accessad by smple gairs. Within thisfront projection isacentra stairwell (Photo 10), ad
vestibules on each floor (Photos 8, 9). In the center of both the front and rear pediment are oculi with keystone motifs in
otherwise plain surrounds. The projection is surmounted by a cupola (Photo 5), which housssa bronze bell. The cupola
dome dits on abracketed entablature; it isof aconvex mansard type, with meta cresting origina to the building. The
cupola has not changed initsgenerad configuration, but its original open design (which reveded the bell) hes been
replaced with wooden shutters” Although no longer visible from the street, the original bell survives. The original copper
sheathing of the cupola dome was replaced inkind in 2006. Two original brick chimneys, placed near the edges of the
hipped dassroom roofs, were replaced ca 1924 with the existing central brick chimney. Original sanitation facilities
included adetached outhouse located behind the building (not extant).

" In the immediate vicinity are the foll owing town-inventoried historical properties: the John Hunter, S. House (ca. 1846)
a 1189 Main Street, and the Captain James Allen House (ca. 1852) & 1239 Main Stret. Source: Historical Building
Inventory of the Town of Acushnet, Acushnet Historical Commission (undated).

~ These now have modem combination ssorm windows atached to the surrounds.

A The date of this dteration is unknown.
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The current plan of Long Plain Schoadl represents a subgtantid 1924 expansion of the original school. Between 1875 and
1924, the ground floor housed aprimary school (grades 1-4), and the upper floor agrammar school (grades 5-8). As
originaly built, the school was four bayswide and two baysdeep. It provided one large, 25 x 37" dassroom on each
floor. This smple plan was expanded in 1924 with the addition of asingle bay a either end, to providethe current four-
classroom plan.

Interior

The four dassooms are 25' x 27', with acelling height of deven feet; this room configuration isthe result of the 1924
enlargement of the main block. The wainscoting and cabinetry are painted brown throughout the school, with natura
white paint above. Tongue-and-groove fir flooring isunpainted in the first-floor south classroom, painted grey in theflrst-
floor north and second-floor south dassrooms, and linoleum-tiled in the second-floor north. One main chakboard (Photo
13) and eight smdler, secondary chakboards are located around the perimeter of the dassrooms. Although untouchedin
the first-floor south dassroom display, these have been painted over or covered with display materia in theremaining
three dassrooms

The first-floor south room is a dassroom museum display, including 30 mgple deskswith wrought-iron frames, attached
to original fiooring (Photo 11). The first-floor north dassoom sarvesas agenerd Acushnet history exhibit (Photo 14).
The second-floor south dassroom sarves as adomedtic life exhibit (Photo 15). The sscond floor north dassroom sarves
& an exhibit of historical clothing (Photo 16).

Rear " sanitation building" and stairwel (1921)

In the spring of 1921, the town gppropriated agpproximately $3,000 for the design and constmction of an 18 x 27
"sanitation building," to be located a the rear of the building (Photo 2) and to replace an outhouse that had bean located
in the rear lot. The architectura firm of Brown and Poole (New Bedford, MA) was retained to design an addition that
would provide indoor sanitation facilitiesas well as arear stairwell (Photo 18)." This addition rests on a poured-concrete
foundation with a crawlgpace below. The bathroom floorsare concrete, with integral concrete mopboards These
bathrooms utilized high-tank toiletswith apull-chain mechaniam and adate urina with a copper drip pipe (still
functional). Although origind toilet bowls have been replaced, two hardwood overhead tanks (inactive) survivein the
boys room (Photo 17).

Expansion (1924)

In order to address overcrowding, the town expanded the school inthe summer of 1924. Thisexpanson was dso
designed by Brown and Poole. At that time, the north and south walls were removed and moved out approximeately nine
feet, rendering two 25' x 27' dassooms on eech floor (Photos 11, 14, 15, 16). A new, roughly three-foot wide center
partition, with coat dosets and built-in cabinets, separated the two rooms (Photo 12). Original beedboard wainscoting
was extended to cover the new wall. The wainscoting and cabinets, now painted brown, remain essentidly unatered and
in good condition. The two windows on these eevations were replaced by six tightly goaced, 6/6 windows providing
greatly increased naturd lighting inthe rooms. These windows are the dominant feature of the north and south devations
(Phatos 3, 4). The foundation of this addition below grade is poured concrete; above grade are courses of granite aghlar
that match the 1875 foundation.

Recent alterations

Origina wood-frame front doors were removed ca. 1990 and replaced with modem, sted-insulated doors. A historical
photograph (Additional Material, Figure 1) shows asmple framedair a the south entry. Itislikely that there wasa
matching stair on the north. These have bean replaced with poured concrete seps at the south entry (Photo 7) and a

" A former exterior, west elevation second-floor window is now an interior window casing between the second-floor
north dassroom and the rear stairwell. Seehes have been removed from this casing.
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pressure-treated wood-frame stairway a the north (Photo 6). A frame carport adong the south wall of the reer extension
was built in 1981. A wooden perimeter fence, described in 1875 as "plain but substantia,”" was removed & an unknown
date.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American sites are currently known on the school property, Sites may be present. One diteis
located in the generd area (within one mile). That ste, 19-BR-381, is located approximately one-haf mile eedt of the
Long Plain Schooal, inasimilar environmenta location. Environmenta characterigtics of the school represant locationa
criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorable for the presence of Native dtes The schodl is
located on an excessively drained, level to moderately doping, outwash plain land surface in close proximity to wetlands.
An unnamed tributary sreem of the Acushnet River and small pond are located within 1,000 feet east of the school. The
entire town of Acushnet is located within the Massachusetts Coagtd drainage. Soil types on the school property are
represented by excessvely drained sandy soils formed in glacial outwash materia. Given the above information, the Sze
of the nominated property (one-acrelot), and the extent of historic land uss, amoderate to high potentia exigs for the
recovery of ancient Native American resources on the school property.

A moderate to high potentia aso exigts for locating historic archaeologica resources on the school property. Structura
evidence of outbuildings related to maintenance and schoal activitiesmay survive in the area surrounding the school.
Archaeologicd evidence of occupationd-rdated features (trash pits, privies, wells) may dso exist on the property. Some
of the potentia archaeologica resources listed above may have been covered by the addition of the attached rear
sanitation building (1921), the building expandgon (1923), and carport (1981). Structura evidence and congtruction
features may survive from each of the school additions listed above. In 1875, town sdectmen voted to purchase land for
the Long Plain School. No mention was made a that time of existing structures or land use of the property. Pogt molds
may survive from awooden perimeter fence, no longer extant, described in 1875 as "plain but substantia.”

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A

Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

Bristol County, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions.)

EDUCATION
COMMUNITY PLANNING

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance

1875-1962

Significant Dates
1875 - construction
1921 - addition
1924-addition

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

Cultural Affiliation

B removed from its original location.
C ahbirthplace or grave.
D a cemetery.
E areconstructed building, object, or structure. Architect/Builder
Caleb Hammond, architect of original 1875 building
F acommemorative property. . . -
S B. Simmons, builder of 1875 building
G less than 50 years old or achieving significance Brown and Poole, architects of 1921 Sanitation

within the past 50 years.

Building and 1924 addition



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

MPS Fomi 10-900 OMB No 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)
Long Plain School Bristol County, MA
Name of Property County and State

Period of Significance (justification)

The period of sgnificance from 1875 to 1962 includes the congtruction of Long Plain School and the mgjor additions and
improvemants during its neer century of operation as atown-owned schoolhouse

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria.)

Long Plain Schodl, built in 1875 and expanded in 1921 and 1924, is sgnificant a the locd levd under National Regigter
Criterion A & an important and wdl-preserved artifact of Acushnet's early history as an indgpendent town, and under
Criterion C as afineexample of a 19"-century, Itdianate public building desgned by Cdeb Hammond, anoted regiond
architect. It possesses ahigh levd of integrity and is one of three surviving Acushnet public schodl buildings utilized in
the erly higtory of the town.' It retains integrity of location, design, materids, workmanship, fedling, and associaion, the
Long Plain Schod is significant & the locd leve.

Narrative Satement of Significance
SIGNIFICANCE

The presant-day town of Acushnet wess part of the colonid purchase that cregted the town of Dartmouth in 1652, This
large land area d 0 induded the present-day towns of Westport and Fairhaven and the city of New Bedford. From 1787 to
1812 Acushnet was apart of New Bedford, and from 1812 to 1860 the town wes part of Fairhaven. Acushnet's present-
day boundaries date to the incorporation of thetown in 1860. Early settlement occurred in three arees the Heed of the
Rive™ (NRDIS 2009); Parting Ways®, the town's current civic center; and Long Plain, in the northem part of the town. All
three of these sattlements were located dong Main Strest, alate 17*-century thoroughfare providing alink betwean New
Bedford and Bogton.

Before suburbanization in the mid 20* century, Acushngt remained a gparsdy populated area with an economy besad in
agriculture and samdl-scde indudtry a three Acushnet River water privileges. Acushnat d o sarved as an attractive locde
for reddentid devdopment associated with the maritime economy of New Bedford. Along this roed from the Heed of the
River to Long Plain are found numerous 18*- and 19*-century residences, mary of them assodated with saa cgptains of
the whaling era. Acushnet generdly, and Long Plain specificaly, had agrowing Quaker population in the ISt and 19*
centuries, saved by the ca 1799 Long Plain Fiends Meeting House (NR 1986). In the years betwean 1825 and 1850,
svad private sthodls were esablished in the Acushnet area Theseinduded the Union Seminary, the Kempton Schodl,
and the Russdll Schooal, al located south of Parting Ways dong the road to Fairhaven. Of these threg, only the Union
Saminary, ca 1844, survives. Locaed a 62 South Main Strest, it is now known as the Franklyn Howland houseor the
"Waydde" A Long Plain Schod wes established by Quiekers in 1831, and operated for twenty years. By the mid 19*
century, the emargart form of education in what was soon to become the independent town of Acushnet was publicly
funded.

A The ramaning two schodhouses are Parting Ways Schod (1874, 1903), 130 Main S, subdtartidly dtered in the late 20" century
in its adgptation for use asthe Town Hal Armnex ad the May S Howard Schod (1919), 232 Midde Rd., adgted for use as the
Aodrg Community Canter in 1997.
The Acerd River flows in a southaly direction through the town, emptying into tidewater & the Heed of the River.
' This areg, d=0 cdled higtoricdly "Mesdting of the Ways" wes the geogragphicd ad populdion oanter of the Aot area
7
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As pointed out by Franklyn Howland in his Higtory of the Town of Acushnet (1907),

The subject of public education recaived a fresh impetus when the Revolutionary War period hed dosed, and on
the 25 of January, 1789, an daborate law embodying dl the best-known feetures of schodl law a that dete wes
enacted. It authorized the division of [Massachusetty towns into schodl districts and provided for the official
supervidgon of the schools by ministers or sdectmen, or by committess chasen for the purpose. Thiswes the first
legidative sanction of a district sygem*

By 1800, this enabling legidation was paired with powers extended to these didtrictsto levy taxes upon residentsfor the
requirements of the schools!'

Shortly after the incorporation of Fairhaven in 1812, the town cregted nine schod digtricts and modest schoolhousssin the
Acushngt areg, among them the Long Plain district. A smdl schodlhouse wiss located a short digance from the present
Long Plain School." Crowding and difficult physica conditions for teaching and learning prevailed in the public schods
of thisperiod. A scathing report issued in 1844 described the one-room schoolhouse a Long Plain: "The house is
dtogether too amdl for the number of scholarspened upin it."" By themid 19 century, thesenine digtricts hed been
consolidated into three: Parting Ways, Perry Hill, and Long Plain. Parting Ways Schoadl, originaly a two-room
schoalhouse built in 1874, was greetly enlarged in 1903 (it now sarvesas the Town Hall Annex). The Gresk Revival-
syle Pary Hill Schodhouse (congtruction dete unknown) wiss located neer the intersection of Perry Hill and Menddll
Roads Itisno longer extant, having been demadlished after 1981.

Long Plain School

In April 1875, with postwarfinancesin order, the town sdectmen voted to purchege land in Long Plain, avillagein the
northem part of Acushngt, for $202. On this one-acre lot was condructed acombined primary and grammar schoadl to
acoommodate as marly as 80 sudentswho previoudy hed atended the Queker and Hammett Schools grades 1-8. Erected
a aood of $3,160, thistwo-gtory Itdianate building, desgned by noted New Bedford architect Cdeb Hammond (1829
1903), provided two large dassooms—one on each floor. The lower dassroom could accommodate up to 50 younger
children; the upper, to be gpaned a alater date, would house the older sudents. Neighbors contributed $151  toward the
purchese of the schodl bell. Captain ER. Ashley, chairman of the school committee, presded a the dedicatory
ogemonies on November 29, 1875; the main address wias given by Abner J. Phipps, generd agant of the State Board of
Education. A Republican Standard article printed afew daysafter the caremorny described

...a two-story wooden building, smple, yet very attrective initsstyle of architecture, with afronta projection,
having an entrance on each sde, with slitable wardrobe arrangements and surmounted by atower, in which, by
private subscription, hes been placed abell of unusud dearmness and agreesbleness of tone™”

The following dedicatory article gopeared in the New Bedford Republican Standard, Thursday, Decamber 2, 1875:

DEDICATION OF A SCHOOL HOUSE—The new school house a Long Plain wes dedicated on
Monday with gppropriate sarvices There was quite alarge gathering of the parents and friends of
education fromal partsof Acushnet showing their interest in the completion of this building, <o much
nesdad in thet part of town. It isatwo-story wooden building, Smple, yet very atrective in its syle of

Howland, Higtory of the Tomn of Acushngt, 118
"Ibid.

Thee digridsweare Bides Whdden, Village, White, Long Rain, Hammett, Fary Hill, Packard, and Wing. A tenth digtrict ad
shodhouss Royd Hathaway, wes located in bath Aaushng and Fairhaven and absarbed into the latter's schod didtricts.
" Annud Repart of the Schodls of Fairhaven (1843-44), quated in Homiand, p. 124.

"Dedication of aSthod Houe" Repubicen Sandard, 2 Decambe 18754,
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architecture with afronta projection, having an entrance on each side with suitable wardrobe
arangaments and surmounted by a tower, in which, by private subscription, hes bean placed abdll of
unusd deamess and agrecebleness of tone. It gandsin alot containing one acre, endosad by aplain but
subgantid fence. Itisintended for the accommodation of two stchools—one on eechfl oor—thoughfor
the presart only the lower schoolroom will be ussd. Thisisfiimished with fifty very excdlent sngle
deks aranged with due regard to the light, and is surrounded with the mogt ample blackboard accom
modations, thewall in every available goace, about three feet wide ebove the wainscot, being carefully
prepared and covered with the best of liquid preparations Itisawell proportioned room, 25 by 37 feet,
and 11 feet high, and hes avery pleesant and atractive agpect. The upper room isin every respect smilar,
with the exception of the fumiture, which will not be put in until required. The architect was Mr. Cdeb
Hammond of thiscity [New Bedford] and the builder was Mr. SB. Smmons of Taunton. Messs
Hamblin, Allen and Wing of Acushnet were the building committee.

Theample lot, the pleesant location, and the building in every respect, are creditable to the good tegte of
the citizensof Long Plain. And with the similar building erected legt yeer a the Head-of -the-River
[Pating Wayd], show the interest of the citizens of Acushnet in the education of their children, and their
wisead liberd provison for the accomplishment of this object.

The dedicatory exerdises were introduced by very brief remarks by the chairman of the School Committeg,
Catain ER. Adhley. Prayer wiss offered by Rev. Mr. Wilson. Abner J. Phipps, Esqg., generd agat of the
Sate Board of Education, was then introduced, who, after some complimentary and congratulatory
remarks, mede a pleesart, humorous and ingtructive address to the schoadl children, who weredl presant.
After abrief recess Mr. Phipps gave amore formal and daborate address in which he contragted the
presant with the padt, in their rdation to education, spoke of the gradud introduction of the severd
aubjects of sudy pursued in our schoals, their relaive vaue and nesded modifications, the excdlencies
and defects of the prevaent methods of teaching, the great need of the higher culture and professiond
training of al looking forward to the teacher's vocation, and daosed with an eamest address to parants ad
teechers on their sgparate and reciproca duties. His address wiss replete with information and vauable
auggedions, and wiss ligened to with great interest by al. Brief remarkswere then mede by Capt. B. F.
Howland and Mr. Cdeb Sade The occasion was ane of greet interest to all, and especidly to the citizens
of Long Plain, who rgaicein the erection and completion of thisbeautiful building, and its dedication to
its legitimate odojject—the education of their children.

The schodl gpens with neerly forty pupils, and isto be taught by Miss Sareh L. Show, who, for the padt two years,
hes proved hersdf a vary excdlent and popular teecher in that part of Acushnet.

Despite anatable increesein population in the eerly 20* century, the Long Plain Schoadl building served Acushnet without
ay sgnificant modificationsuntil 1921. Addressing the belance of schodl nesds and taxpayer discontent in Deoamber of
that year. Schoo Committee Chairman Charles F. Prior minced no words in addressing the nesd for critical sanitation
improvements a the town's two largest schodls

The gppropriation of $6725for toilets a Long Plain and Parting Waysmet aned of long sanding. Itis entirdy
naturd that some citizens should complain of the increase these gppropriations medein their taxes. It remans
tme, however, thet that the money hes bean well-spent.... Even admitting that it might have bean possble to have
postponed the toilet gppropriation, it isafact thet the toilet accommodations a Parting Waysfor four hundred
children were outregeoudy unhygienic and inedequete, if not indecent. The condition & Long Plain wes no better
excet that there were fewer pupils. The children of both buildings are safer from epidemic then they would
otherwise have been™

"6/" Annud Repart of the Toamn Officers of Acusdhre, year ending Dec. 31, 1921, p. 56
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With this gppropriation, the town hired the architecturd firm of Brown and Podle (New Bedford) to design a reer
aeghteen-by-twenty-seven foot " Sanitation Building” for Long Plain School, which would provide arear sairwel and
indoor sanitation facilities. This addition diminated the nead for outhouses, providing sinks and high-tank toiletsin both
the boys and girls rooms aswell asadae urind in the boys room.

Despite these recant improvements, the 1923 Annual Report of the School Superintendent described "an impossible
condition™ of overcrowding & Long Plain:

The Long Flain Schod mugt haverelief before another schodl yeer. At present all but two segts are occupied with a
membership of savatty five pupils. Eight are to graduate this spring, but the number to enter next fall is sufficient to
increese the membearship to ninety. Thefirst four gradesin this building are being taught by two teechers using the
same room with only ascreen partition—an impossible condition. 1 recommend an addition of eight feet to the north
and south wingsof the building, erecting partitions and changing the entrances Thiswould meke amodem, four
room building."

The superintendent's request for adimensdond increese of eight feet on both wings was carried out in the summer of
1924. Thisdesign (ds0 by Brown and Podle) cregted anew center wall (replacing the earlier soreen partition), provided
dostsand built-in cabinets, and rendered the two 25' x 27" dassooms per floor visible today. The following yeer the
Schoo Committee mede this essessmat:

At the Long Plain School two additiond rooms were added to the building. The entire building was painted indde
and out. This hesimproved the teaching conditions in this building and leaves us an extra room for increesed
enrollment in the district.”

This improvement diminated the two windows on the north and south walls, replacing them with six windows on the new
wadls, adesign more in kegping with the wal of windows characterigtic of 20*-century schoolhousss.

Temporary dosing (1947-1950)

A lack of sudentsdueto the low birth rate during World Wer 11 forced Acushnet to dose Long Plain Schod in 1947. As
post-war children began entering the schod system, the first-floor primary dassrooms were reopened in 1950 and the
upper dassooms were reopened as nesded by mid-decade.

Reoent Higory

After acentury of service Long Plain Schodl was dosad in dJune 1972. In that year, the town opened up new primary and
middle schodls on alarge town-owned parcd on Middle Road. The Acushnet Historical Society hes operated the schodl

& the Long Plain Musaum since 1975. Thefirst-floor south dassroom is arecregtion of an historica dassroom, whilethe
first-floor north dassoom provides agenad musaum of artifacts and documents of thetown's history. The second-floor
north dassroom provides an higtorical exhibit of women's gppard, and the second-floor south dassroom isan exhibit of
higorica househdd fumishing and implements. The historical sodety hes mantained the property well, carrying out
recent plagter repair, roofing, and painting.

63" Annud Repart of the Toan Officers of Acudng, yeer ending Dec. 31, 1923 p. 81
" 64" Annud Repart of the Toawn Officers of Acushre, year ending Dec. 31, 1924, p. 104.
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Caeb Hammond, ar chitect

Cdeb Hammond, asdf-taught architect, was bom in Fairhaven, MA, in 1829. At egefifteenhe rd ocated to New Bedford
to goprentice in carpentry with his unde, E.C. Chandler, and partner William Gifford. He became ajoumeyman carpenter
a ae dghtean, and worked in various capacities as a carpenter, contractor, and gtair builder until he formed a partnership
with his son, Edgar B. Hammond, in 1882. Between 1860 and 1839 he designed many areaschodls and fire gations,
among them Long Plain School. Hammond died in New Bedford in 1903, Among Hammond's other surviving work are
the 1881 Norton Town Hall (NR 1977), the 1889 Odd Fdlows Building in New Bedford, and his own Itdianate Villa-
style house on North Street in New Bedford, buih in 1871.

Archaeodlogical Sgnificance

Since pattems of andeatt Native American settlemant in the Acushnet areaare poorly understood, any surviving sites
could be significant. Recent archaeologica surveys conducted for the New Bedford Harbor Superfund ste and
Commonwedth Electric Company right-of-way on the esst bank of the Acushngt River, south of the school, have locaied
svad Native dtes however, mog dteslack diagnodtic artifacts and have unknown culturd affiliation. Any Native dtes
in the digtrict locae may contribute important information relating to pattems of andent Native American ssttlement ad
aibsgencein the town of Acushnet, the Acushnet River drainage, and in the New Bedford Harbor locde. These pettams
may dso document the role of interior dtesof the Acushnet River drainage, with larger Native Sites located downstream

in the Acushnet River/New Bedford Harbor esuary and in Buzzard's Bay. Ancient Native Stesin the district mey dso
contribute important information rdaed to the effectsof searlevd rise on site digtribution and frequency through time.
Interior locdes, including the school, may contain information that would help explain the absance of stesdongthe
lower portion of the Acushnet River and New Bedford Harbor locde through their submergence by rising sa levds.
Interior dtesin the schoadl locae may represent ssgmattsof settlement modds that no longer exigt in lower portions of the
drainage, especidly with earlier Stes. Submeaged Native stes have been identified south of the schodl in the New
Bedford Harbor Superfund Site project area. Any surviving sitesin the school locae may be espedidly important because
early BEuropeen satlement and industrid activity in the New Bedford/FairhaverVAcushnet locde probably hed an impect
on mog andient Native American dtesin the area. Other Stes have bean obscured o destroyed by extensive filling dong
the waterfront and searlevd rise.

Historic archaeologica resources described abovemay contribute important information related to the early higtory of
educaion in Acushnet, the architecturd characteridtics of the school, and the socid, cultural, and economic characteridics
of the sudentswho attended the schodl and their families. Additiona historic ressarch, combined with structural
evidence and congtmction feetures from the existing schod building and potentid outbuildings, mey engble a
recongruction of the Long Plain Schodl and rdated facilitiesas originaly condructed in 1875. Similar evidence may
indicate specific architecturd details of the schod building, and how those characterigtics and facilities chenged over
time. Detaled andyds of artifacts and macrofossil evidence contained in occupationd- rdated features (trash pits,
privies, wells) may represent evidence of the socid, cultural, and economic characteridtics of the sudents who attended
the schod and, by extrapolation, their families. Macro-fossil evidence from privies may contribute important evidence of
the overdl hedth and diet of the sudents a the school. Detailed andysis of the contents of occupationd rdated festures
may a0 contribute evidence of 19*' and 20*' century educationd methods and techniques usad a the schoal .

(end)
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Figure 1
Origina plan of Long Aan School (1875-1924)
Courtesy Acushnet Higtorical Society

(Expires 5/31/2012)

Bristol County, MA
County and State
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9. Major Bibliographical References
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Dickinson, John W. "The Educationd Higtory of Massachusetts” in The New England States, Val. IV, ed. William T.
Davis Bogton: D.H. Hurd ad Co., 1897.

Howland, Franklyn. A Higtory of the Toawn of Acushnet. New Bedford: by the author, 1907.
Hurd, D. Hamilton. Higtory of Bristol County, Massachusetts. Philadd phia: JW. Lewis ad Co., 1883,

Our County and its People: A Descriptive and Biographical History of Bristol County, Massachusetts
Boston: The Bogton History Company, 189%0.

Plens, Leo H. "Sanitation of the Modem Schoal Building," in A.D.F. Hamlin & a. Modern School Houses New York:
Swetland Publishing Co., 1910.

Representative Men and Old Families of Southeastern Massechusatts, Val. 3. Chicago: JH. Bears and Co., 1912, Cdeb
Hammond geneglogy and biography, p. 1176.

Articles

" Dddication of a Schod Hous2" Republican Sandard, 2 Decambe 1875 4

Gove nment Documents

Annua Reports of the Toan Officers of Fairhaven, Massachusdtts 1857-1859

Annua Reports of the Toan Officers of Acushngt, Massachusetts. 1860-1972

Head of the River Higoric Digrict (Acushng, MA), National Regiger of Higoric Places Nomination Form.
Maps

Beers, F.W. and Co., Atlas of Bristol County

Everts and Richards New Topographical Atlasof SQurveys Brigol County, Massachusdts (1895).
Walling, Henry F., Map of the County of Brigol (Massachusets) (1858).

Architectural Plans

Plan No. 17005. Sanitary Bldg, addition to School (May 18, 1921)

Architect: Brown & Poole, New Bedford
Onfile, Massachusetts Sate Archives, Boston
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Plan No. 18312. Long Plain School Alterationand Addition (June 10, 1924)
Architect: Brown & Poole, New Bedford
Onfile, Massachusetts Sate Archives, Boston

Previous documentation onfile (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been X State Historic Preservation Office
requested) Other State agency
previously listed in the National Register Federal agency

X previously determined eligible by the National Register Local govemment
designated a National Historic Landmark University
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # Other
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository:

recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): MHC ACU.141

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property less than one acre

Detall from Acushnet Assessor's Fat Map 19
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UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 19 342311 4622368
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Lat/Long 41.737489 -70.896238

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

The boundaries of Long Plain School are contiguous with those of Acushnet assessorsplat mgp 19, lot 43.

Boundary Justification (Expan wiy ttie boundaies weare sdected)

These boundaries represent the one-acre lot purchased by the town for constmction of the school in 1875. This lot
includes the schoolhouse and yard, as used from 1875 to 1972. Abutting properties are unrelated to the school function.

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Edward Connors, principal, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date May 2012

Street & number 220 Morrissey Blvd. telephone  617-727-8470

city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125
e-mail NCONNORS(5)COX.NET

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

« Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

e Continuation Sheets

» Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)
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Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: Long Plain School

City or Vicinity: Acushnet

County: Bristol State: MA
Photographer: Ned Connors

Date Photographed: October 2009

Description of Photograph(s) and number:

Front devation, view NE

Rear devation, view E

Rear devation with carport, view NE

1924 enlargament ad ca 1910 extenson, view SE
Detail, 1924 enlargemernt, view SE

Classroom, first fioor south, view SN

Classroom, first fioor north, view S

Historica photo, n.d., showing original plan of school

ONOUIAWN P

Property Owner:
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO )

name Town of Acushnet, MA
street & number 122 Main Street telephone  508-998-0200
city or town  Acushnet state MA zip code 02743

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq ).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing
instmctions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.

16



M assachusetts Historical Commission Digital Image Submission Form
Please submit one form for each graup of digital images
About your digital files:

Camera Used (make, modd)):_
Nikon Coolpix L6 (6 megapixd)

Resolution of original image capture (camera setting including resolution and file format):

High setting: 2816 x 2112 pixels. Fileformat: Compressed JPEG basdine compliant (converted to
TIF for submisson to MHC)

File namg(s) (attach additiona shedtsif necessary) check here to refer to atached photo log:

About your prints:

Printer make and modd
HP Deskjet 6540

Pgper: brand & type (i.e., Epson Premium Glossy Photo)
HP Premium Photo Paper, soft gloss, 10.0 mil, 641b.

Ink: HP 97 Vivera

Signature: (By signing below you agree that the information provided hereistrue and accurate.)

Signature: N f j A A (MANNTYNANANANN Date. ? | '~j I 'O
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RECEIVED

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS |\0/ 1 9 Z[B

TOWN OF ACUSHNET  yass Hist. covm

122 MAIN STREET, ACUSHNET, MA 02743

OFFICE OF THE
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

TEL.: (508) 9980200
BOARD OF SELECTMEN FAX: (508) 9980203

DAVID E WONAR, chairmen
LESLIE DAKIN, R.

ALAN G. COUTINHO

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR

November 17, 2009

Massachusatts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, MA 02125-3314

RE: Long Plain Museum
Dear Massachusatts Historical Commission:

The Board of Sdectmen owners of 1203 Main Street a their November 16, 2009,
mesting voted to support an MHC determination of eligibility for the Long Plain
Museum. If you have any quesions or need any further information plesse do not
hedtate to contect this office.

Sincerdy,

David E. Wojnar, Chairman

Ledlie Dakm, Jr. Membe/ J



RECEIVED 2280

JON 0 12012

NAT. FEBIER (F iiSFOHVACts
NAONL PR mArAr
The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusatts Historical Commission
May 30, 2012

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief

National Register of Historic Haces
Depatment of theInterior

National Pak Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosad pleesefind the following nomination form:
Long Plain School, 1203 Main Street, Acushnet (Bristol), MA
The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been Sgned by the
Sae Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State

Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeating and were afforded the opportunity
to commert.

Ore letter of support hes bean received.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
M assachusdtts Historical Commission

Enclosure

cC. Kevin Cagpar, Chair, Acushng Board of SHedmen
Joyoe Reyndds, Padine Teixara, Acushna Higtoricad Commisson
Ned Comnors, consultant
Mak Cenerizio, Acushngt FHanning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.gate. ma. us’mhc



