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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSON
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Photos

27:27 south and east facades

27:28 1st Period shadow-molded door
reused in cellar

27:30 original east chamber, east wall
27:35 dining room, east wall

27:37 detail, summer beam, south wall
of dining room

28:0 detail, summer beam with chimnejy
girt, original west room

28:2 detail, summer beam, original
east room

28:5 rear (east) facade
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UM REFERENCE 19 / 345-840 / 4738-130

J'SGS QUDRASELE Sal em
1: 25, 000

bIRST I"ERIOD SURVEY

AN | 4190 KM NO

Town Weaham
Address 38 Larch Row

Historic fiame Larch Farm

We:  Present Resi denti al
Qiginal Resi denti al
CESR PI1T ON

Dot e ca. 1/00

Source  \Jenham Town Records, |Il, p. 178
Style First Period

Architect None

Exterior VeIl Fabric  d apboards
Outbuildings Ram - rebuilt 1963 .
1940s house - Cape, 2 cow sheds - 1QaQs
Mgor Alterations (with dates) "orthem ell
added, pre-1729 (?); west lean-to reised

to full 2 stories, 18th cen.; Southern ell
adaed ca. 1780-1790

Condition Goxd
Mowsed No Dae
A cresge 8.56 acres

Setting Amid farm fields with row of
larch trees at the front of the

house and along the road.

Recorded by Anne G ady
Organi zation Boston University

Cct ober 1985



I NVENTCRY FCORM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Cennunity: Fom No:

MASSACH BETTS H STCRICAL. OM SSI ON HAM
Office of the Secretary, Boston WEN
Property Nane. AMNTAN N
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SI GNI FI CANCE

The Goldsmith Pickering house retains integrity of location, design,
materials, andworkmanship i nitsFirst Period frame which embodies’
distinctive characteristics of form andconstructionunder Criterion G
I'ts central chimey plan andendleanto with single-cell, two- story house
is typical of a larger nunmber of First Period houses, while its plank
frame contains unusual variations, showing an evolution of local practice

for theWnhamgroup of which i t i sa good exanple.

mation from First t oSecond Period plan created a hiahlv

EXTERI CR DESCRI PTI ON

The Goldsmith-Pickering House i san eight-bay-long clapboard structure

three bays deep i nthefour northern bays andtwobays deep i n thefour
southern bays. At itscore i saFirst Period house with additions to its
back (nortn) andfront (south) nowenveloped i na Post-Colonial exterior

trim wath a |ate Federal period doorway with elliptical fanlight andside-
iignts. Late Georgian projecting wi ndow heads decorate theevenlv soaced
-N- - P higher lecl Ad'"\story

Tildz| Af NAL TTAAANN| ATA - -
AA~™NVIn A\ ZANTANTAEAMTA pef | ect thehlgher first floor of the

addition andabut themain cornice. Theroof Hd&} arallels themin
racaae and continues i na leanto covering theg te? dSpth of the no’)th
wmg with a gable at right angles tothemin ?o00f coverfng ?he orig”nil

NSSd'bays'ofrlhe'sont?!"""A AT A" AMAAN NN NN Second 'S
AtalV7ise iAAIl tliTealAlkd~ITA "AN fAh-ter? see ALCp. 190] brick

M| AerhaAgVAANMN
HZAoliA---- "~- - ---7J-ro? Mgh'': AAZA
MAJCR FI RST PER OD FEATURES

TITAVAtALI t he house, began as a 40' x 20- twostory single cell

ANnTryLnd Tilrsdr enitfey " ATHe &AMTHI tmey was' renove@Uhht £aCt M hAREE
remodel ed into a Georgian double pile pl Lby then”rtS adSlJ"or ?he

OT'AN N TITA _N" ANNN 2

gnizrméa‘y g r'tA‘ al so Ihas flat chanfers an%ﬂeh% a”tdohé‘mé’ sto;?s ga’t |St spofute-lr_he

AV ApnN T AAN O Juncture with the sunmer. ?heSe latt Ar
f)]/aunl que flat chanfe? joininathe

[

mmey girt beneath the 1M17.

stolsvn
stops do not term nate but are joined b

two stops along theouter edge of the c
|

Staple t olnventorv form at bottoa
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(ne exposed wall brace survives i nthesouth wall, another was cut forthe
installation of a Federal doorway and it smortise survives i ntheoriginal
front girt. A hinged section of thesouth wall permts t heexami nation of

the plank frame constructionwith itsexterior battens and thefive inch
overhang of thestory above. Sonetine i ntheeighteenth century, probably
pre-1729, theleanto was raised toa full twostories with a gable roof
above. This west gable was destroyed i n1963 and not restored.

The east first floor room on theopposite side of thefirst floor chimey
and now used as a study, has a longitudinal summer beam Thisi s
decorated with quarter-round chanfers and lanb's tongue stops with joists
spaced only 18" on centers. The original chimey girt i nthis room the
only oak nenber i nan otherwi se pine frame, also has a quarter round

chanfer .

The original east second floor roomretains itsplank walls, but the
ceiling was destroyed. An old transverse sumer beamwith flat chanmfers
was reused and only t heoutermost joists areoriginal. Sawn ogee braces
remain only on t heeast wall, although mortise evidence indicates their
original presence on thesouth wall. The surviving braces are 10" to 11"
wi de, wider than t heother exanples from t heVWnham area, and are not
placed symmetrically. Qe was installed upside down, making thetop of
one convex and of t heother concave. The upper story of thecorner posts

now Preserved under glass, contains the initials of Zacheus Goldsmth'
the first owner. I nthecellar, a shadow nolded board and batten door'is

reused as a door tothechimey arch of thepre-1729 north addition.
Stylistically i tmay date from t heperiod of theoriginal house, wherei t
may once have been an internal door. Oh another cellar door a plir of
wrought iron forked strap hinges which may date from theFirst Period.

LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES

NANAZAN (Pf:rr"Arar transformed t heplan into a Second Period double
[AAMNAL chimey for a central hall and_reorientin?the
front entrance from south tonorth. The resulting house i sanunusu

""NANN /\/\V/\/\y/\/\ NN\NNN\

finish relocated from other parts of t hehouse.

p';!1/°" "1~ wing of t hehouse (c. 1780-90) retains nmuch significant

AAAAA  ANMNNMTVANACT i mportant high style addition. I n the
AAAr ~Mmay o hall there 1 sa paneled chimey breast and mantle piece with a
frieze curving at either end. The south room called a 'ballroom? Ts an

Staple tolnventory form at bottoi
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excellent example of Post-Colonial detftllInff! a manteiBieee with
pulvinated frieze, elaborate cornice mouldings, and panelled dados on the
exterior walls. Important features dating from Timothy Pickering's
occupancy after 1806 include the exterior federal doorway to the south
wmg entry hall and two features attributed to Samuel Mclintire In the
original west (dining) room is a Federal mantelpiece with composition

S? tRe'n"th"'wina"I~*"In Between the dining room

delicate Federal .erTOAZTdAAAAAAd Teerl AAAMAAeATAA:"" °An

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

F.::SrjincelS9j""w:s"S?v:n AR N-P-~V Wth Joseph
N dwel l'ing hous of

fourtey foott long AA0O AAAAtATAAA MM ANMANgAAATA

AR GE  BUFRY R g dh % bR QML 53T A H MAKARIL RA LA B T o core and” "

with single cell a~d J??a?nJl L "n? "A'A~"I"""MA ANNAN farmhouse

the loss O thecMme? siaSk and nuAh» ~ While later alterations include

Period door andsurvJJLJ deco?S?dvr5. pAA" AAAANY Ahe reused First

our knowl edge of a s"a”AAAt AAAOAAIJA enfAN puilding's frame add to
o1 S/\"/\ NNNN

houses and a Wnham s; ; -groL w??h unus?ir"’ '
K A pamian serpentine braces

outlined i nthe plaster wlJ?? sn~fL"
single hand or school " att Al ANTEA Cunmi ngs has attributed toa

The Preservation"S?°LIdIL h”slSIt!S?s°In' ?he""""?2"""?2" N century.” L_Z]
AtAN this

farmer tothecontemporary record WA"TI A . plaster ties
the braces is aunigSe exLpl”™ oJ'the aLt*Jtir™"'r P°=AAr°-ing of one of

the earliest years of thel8th centuly N carpentry practice i n

ANN_ AN transformation t oa

Gerng?2LANd?: bLAp??: " p!: Mbf
N ANAN T partition of

that date, [3], Showing ?he”"insfo?mf??2"''An

into the newer style without t S; "en AN typical First Period plan

typical O other prope”Sef TH Jss??rrr A~ exterior organization
Jfr"tr A constructed

during t heownership' *of the”Russl|

NN AN A, S A AN AOf

r=J was U.S. Se'nLtoy,reo"Tiyj,r""""\"""° purchased the far. 1, isoe

Staple to Inventorv fn?” A--tTnm
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NOTES

1 Cunmi ngs, Architecture, p. 190; V¢nham town records |. 173
2 Cunmings, Framed Houses, pf. 90, 158, 206 '
3, Essex County Deeds. LIV, 02.
Research by Rupert B. Lillie,* ML form Venham 110
5. Cunmi ngs, Architecture. p.190.
Charl es Hammond, (Ph.D. Thesis, BU 1980),

Staple to Inventorv fn*" K’\’\.OB
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000281



