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27:27 sou th and east f acades 

27:28 1st P e r i o d shadow-molded door 
reused i n c e l l a r 

27:30 o r i g i n a l eas t chamber, eas t w a l l 

27:35 d i n i n g room, eas t w a l l 

27:37 d e t a i l , summer beam, s o u t h w a l l 
of d i n i n g room 

28:0 d e t a i l , summer beam w i t h chimnejy 
g i r t , o r i g i n a l west room 

28:2 d e t a i l , summer beam, o r i g i n a l 
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28:5 r e a r ( e a s t ) f acade 

Sketch Map: 

JAN I 4 1990 FORM NO. 

Town Wenham 

Address 38 Larch Row 

His tor ic fia me Larch Farm 

Use: Present 

Original 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1700 

Residential 

Residential 

Source VJenham Town Records, I I I , p. 178 

Style Fir s t Period 

Architect None 

Exterior Wall Fabric Clapboards 

Outbuildings Ram - r e b u i l t 1963 • 

1940s house - Cape, 2 cow sheds - IQaQs 

Major Alterations (with dates) "orthem ell 
added, pre-1729 (?); west lean-to reised 
to f u l l 2 s to r i e s , 18th cen.; Southern e l l 

adaed ca. 1780-1790 
Condition Good 

Moved No 

'(^^Ir^^^d^ Acreage 

Date 
8.56 acres 

Sett ing Amid farm f i e l d s w i t h row of 

larch trees at the f r o n t of the 

house and along the road. 

UTM REFERENCE _ 

j'SGS QÛ DRA.S'GLE 

19 / 345-840 / 4738-130 

Salem 

1:25,000 

Recorded by Anne Grady 

Organization Boston University 

October 1985 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

The Goldsmith P i c k e r i n g house r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
m a t e r i a l s , and workmanship i n i t s F i r s t Period frame which embodies' 
d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of form and c o n s t r u c t i o n under C r i t e r i o n C, 
I t s c e n t r a l chimney plan and end leanto w i t h s i n g l e - c e l l , two- s t o r y house 
i s t y p i c a l of a l a r g e r number of F i r s t Period houses, while i t s plank 
frame contains unusual v a r i a t i o n s , showing an e v o l u t i o n of l o c a l p r a c t i c e 
f o r the Wenham group of which i t i s a good example. 

I t s l a t e r t r a n s f o r m a t i o n from F i r s t to Second Period plan created a h i a h l v 
unusual house form. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Goldsmith-Pickering House i s an eight-bay-long clapboard s t r u c t u r e 
three bays deep i n the four northern bays and two bays deep i n the four 
southern bays. At i t s core i s a F i r s t Period house w i t h a d d i t i o n s to i t s 
back (nortn) and f r o n t (south) now enveloped i n a Post-Colonial e x t e r i o r 
t r i m wath a l a t e Federal p e r i o d doorway w i t h e l l i p t i c a l f a n l i g h t and side-
i i g n t s . Late Georgian p r o j e c t i n g window heads decorate the evenlv soaced 

TildZl Af ^Al llAAA^-^''''''l.^T^^^ -^--P^ higher leclAd'^story 
A A ^ V l n A \ Z ^ ^ "̂ "̂̂  "^^^""^ r e f l e c t the higher f i r s t f l o o r of the 
a d d i t i o n and abut the main cornice. The roof r i d g e p a r a l l e l s the main 
racaae and continues i n a leanto covering the greJte? dSpth of the no?th 
wmg w i t h a gable at r i g h t angles to the main ?oof coverfng ?he o r i g ^ n i J 

^ S S d ' b a y s ' o f ^ l h e ' s o n t ? ' " " " ^ ^ T ^ " " ^'"^^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Second J^S 
A t a l V 7 i s e i A A l t l T e a l A l k d ^ l l A " ^ ^ . f ^ - t e r ? see ALC p . 190] b r i c k 

^^I'lAerhaAgVAA^^^^^ 
iiZAoiiiA---- ^ - - - - - J-:ro? ^^gh^::AAZA' 
MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

T l l A V A t A l i the house,began as a 40'x 20- two s t o r y s i n g l e c e l l 

A n T r y l n d T l r s t c iT^/Av '" ' " A T A A A A ^ A ^ ^ °' south-facing lobb^ y aiiu j.j.i;saT. cnimney. The o l d chimney was removed a f t = r th? hnnce 
remodeled i n t o a Georgian double p i l e p l L by the n^rtS adSlJ^or ?he 

c h Z A A ° ' ^ ^ A ^ A ' ' ' ^ i -^'^^^ chamfers and lamb's ?o^gu; S^opf The 
chimney g i r t also has f l a t chamfers and lamb's tongue stops a t i t s outer 

stolsVn ^V'^r^ "'^^^ °' Juncture with the summer. ?heSe latt Ar 
stops do not terminate but are joined by a unique flat chamfe? joinina the 
two stops along the outer edge of the chimney girt beneath the 1^117. 

i 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r v form at b o t t o a 
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One exposed w a l l brace survives i n the south w a l l , another was cut f o r the 
i n s t a l l a t i o n of a Federal doorway and i t s mortise survives i n the o r i g i n a l 
f r o n t g i r t . A hinged s e c t i o n of the south w a l l permits the examination of 
the plank frame c o n s t r u c t i o n w i t h i t s e x t e r i o r battens and the f i v e i nch 
overhang of the s t o r y above. Sometime i n the eighteenth century, probably 
pre-1729, the leanto was r a i s e d to a f u l l two s t o r i e s w i t h a gable roof 
above. This west gable was destroyed i n 1963 and not restored. 

The east f i r s t f l o o r room, on the opposite side of the f i r s t f l o o r chimney 
and now used as a study, has a l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam. This i s 
decorated w i t h quarter-round chamfers and lamb's tongue stops w i t h j o i s t s 
spaced only 18" on centers. The o r i g i n a l chimney g i r t i n t h i s room, the 
only oak member i n an otherwise pine frame, also has a quarter round 
chamfer. 

The o r i g i n a l east second f l o o r room r e t a i n s i t s plank w a l l s , but the 
c e i l i n g was destroyed. An o l d transverse summer beam w i t h f l a t chamfers 
was reused and only the outermost j o i s t s are o r i g i n a l . Sawn ogee braces 
remain only on the east w a l l , although mortise evidence i n d i c a t e s t h e i r 
o r i g i n a l presence on the south w a l l . The s u r v i v i n g braces are 10" to 11" 
wide, wider than the other examples from the Wenham area, and are not 
placed symmetrically. One was i n s t a l l e d upside down, making the top of 
one convex and of the other concave. The upper s t o r y of the corner posts 

now preserved under glass, contains the i n i t i a l s of Zacheus Goldsmith' 
the f i r s t owner. I n the c e l l a r , a shadow-molded board and batten door'is 
reused as a door t o the chimney arch of the pre-1729 n o r t h a d d i t i o n . 
S t y l i s t i c a l l y i t may date from the period of the o r i g i n a l house, where i t 
may once have been an i n t e r n a l door. On another c e l l a r door a p J i r of 
wrought i r o n forked s t r a p hinges which may date from the F i r s t Period. 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

'^A^.AZA'^ (Pf:r^'^^^^ transformed the plan i n t o a Second Period double 
l A A ^ A l chimney f o r a c e n t r a l h a l l and r e o r i e n t i n g the 
f r o n t entrance from south t o n o r t h . The r e s u l t i n g house i s an unusull 

"^^^ ^^v^^y^^ ^^^^^ 
f i n i s h r e l o c a t e d from other p a r t s of the house. 

p!;!/°''!^ wing of the house (c. 1780-90) r e t a i n s much s i g n i f i c a n t 
A A A A A A ^ ^ l \ A ^ A ° ' ' important high s t y l e a d d i t i o n . I n the 
A A A r ^^^""Y. h a l l t h e r e i s a paneled chimney breast and mantle piece w i t h a 
f r i e z e c urving at e i t h e r end. The south room, c a l l e d a 'ballroom'? Ts an 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at b o t t o i 
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Property Name: Goldsmi-
Low 

t h - P i c k e r i 
House 

Indicate each item on inventory fonn which is being continued below 

e x c e l l e n t example o f P o s t - C o l o n i a l d e t f t l l l n f f ! a manteiBieee w i t h 
p u l v i n a t e d f r i e z e , e labora te corn ice mouldings, and pane l l ed dados on the 
e x t e r i o r w a l l s . Impor tant f ea tu re s d a t i n g from Timothy P i c k e r i n g ' s 
occupancy a f t e r 1806 i nc lude the e x t e r i o r f e d e r a l doorway to the south 
wmg e n t r y h a l l and two f ea tu r e s a t t r i b u t e d to Samuel M c l n t i r e I n the 
o r i g i n a l west ( d i n i n g ) room i s a Federal mantelpiece w i t h composi t ion 

S? t R e ' n " t h ' ' w i n a ' ' l ^ ^ I n Between the d i n i n g room 

d e l i c a t e Federal . e r T o A Z T d A A A A A A d T e e r ^ l A A A ^ A A e A T A A : ' ' ° ^ 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

F : : S r j i n c e 1 S 9 j ' ' w : s ^ S ? v : n f ^.^^"^'^ ^-P-^V With Joseph 
f o u r t e y f o o t t long AAo A A A A t A f A A A ^ ^ l ^ ^ ^ u ^ ^ ^ " ^ ^ d w e l l i n g hous of 

r a t h e r \ n u s u a l ' d ? L n J ? o n n : L r ? i : l A r X i A Z % A r A A T ^ ' A ' ' ' ' ' ""^^^ provide a well-dated examnl^^ of A H ^"/^^^^"^J'^ F i r s t Period core and 
w i t h s i n g l e c e l l a^d J??a?nJl L^n? ^ A ' A ~ ^ l l ' ' ^ A ^^^^^ farmhouse 
the loss Of the cMmne? siaSk and muAh^ ^ While l a t e r a l t e r a t i o n s include 
Period door and s u r v J J L J deco?S?dvr5. r ^ ^ " " A ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^he reused F i r s t 
our knowledge of a s ^a^AAAt A A A O A A J A ° ^ / ^ ^ b u i l d i n g ' s frame add to 
houses and a Wenham s;;-groL w??h u n u s ? i r ' ' ° ' S'^"^ ^^^^ 
o u t l i n e d i n the p l a s t e r wJ?? s n ^ f L ^ K ^ n'^''"'^'^ serpentine braces 
s i n g l e hand or school " a t t A l ^̂ ""̂  Cummings has a t t r i b u t e d to a 
The Preservation"S?°LldlL h^slSIt!S?s°In'?he'"""?'""?'^ century." [ 2 ] 
farmer to the contemporary record W^^TI A ^""^^ p l a s t e r t i e s t h i s 
the braces i s a uniqSe e x L p l ^ oJ'the a L t ^ J t i r ^ ' r P°=^^^°-ing of one of 
the e a r l i e s t years of the 18th centuJy ^ carpentry p r a c t i c e i n 

Ge^^g?L^^d?:bL^p??:'p!:^bf ^ ^ ^ - - ^ t r a n s f o r m a t i o n to a 
tha t date, [ 3 ] , Showing ?he^'insfo?mf??"''^^ ^ ^^^^ ° ' p a r t i t i o n of 
i n t o the newer s t y l e w i t hout t S ; "" °^ ̂  t y p i c a l F i r s t Period plan 
t y p i c a l Of other p r o p e ^ S e f T H JSS??^^''^';^ e x t e r i o r o r g a n i z a t i o n 
during the ownership'^of the^RussIl J f ^ ' t r A constructed 

^i^^.':t^-^jrii^.Si^A= ^ ^ ^ ^ Of 

r = J was U.S. S e ' n L t o y , r e o " T i y j , r " ' ' ' \ " ' ' ° purchased the f a r . 1„ isoe 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r v f n ^ ^--tTnm 
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NOTES 

1 
2 
3 , 
4. 
5. 
6. 

Cummings, A r c h i t e c t u r e , p. 190; Wenham town records 
Cummings, Framed Houses, pp. 90, 158, 206 
Essex County Deeds. LIV, 102. 
Research by Rupert B. L i l l i e , * MHC form, Wenham 110 
Cummings, A r c h i t e c t u r e . p.190. 
Charles Hammond, (Ph.D. Thesis, BU, 1980), 

I : 178 

Staple to Inventorv fn^-^ K ^ ^ . 
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