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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Symons House, also known as Corner Cottage, is located at the intersection of Fourth
Avenue South and Seventh Street South in Columbus, Mississippi. The two-story frame
residence, built ca. 1835 and representative of the transition from the late Federal to the
Greek Revival style, is supported by a brick-pier foundation and crowned with a hip roof.
An interior end chimney is centered on the east elevation and an exterior end chimney on
the west elevation. A box cornice is underneath the overhanging eaves. The clapboarded
five-bay facade (north elevation) features nine-over-nine-light windows on the first floor
and six-over-nine-light windows on the second floor. A verticle four-panel double-leaf
door with transom provides access to the center hall. The hip-roof fromt porch, added ca.
1885 and now deteriorated, formerly had turned posts. A two-bay hip-roof kitchen adjoining
the house along the east elevation projects five feet from the main structure. A three-
bay gable-roof ell is situated along the west elevation. A double-leaf entrance door
enframed by side lights and transom is located in the first bay of the ell, providing access
to a side hall. The rear facade (south elevation) consists of the two-bay kitchen wall
projecting south from the main house and the three-bay gable-roof end of the ell, centered
with an exterior end chimney.

The two-room center—hall plan of both floors of the main block is varied through the use of
an enclosed single-run stairway in the center hall. A bathroom,added ca. 1930, is located
on the south side of the second-floor center hall. The side hall in the ell rums
perpendicular to the center hall along the southwestern side of the house. Mantelpieces in
the four main rooms feature attenuated pilasters surmounted by entablature and stacked
shelf. 1In the ell and kitchen sections the two mantelpieces are simpler, with flat-faced
pilasters and plain shelf. Doors are eight-paneled, and door and window frames have flat-
faced architraves with molded backbands.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Constructed ca. 1835 and exemplary of the late-Federal stylistic influence associated with
the settlement period of Mississippi, the Symons House is among the earliest extant resi-
dences in Columbus. Although recently neglected, the house nonetheless retains its
significant architectural features.

The property upon which the house was later built was purchased in 1833 from land-surveyor
Daniel W. Wright et al. by Armstrong J. Hadge (Lowndes Co., Miss., Deed Book 14:424). The
house was constructed some time between that sale and a subsequent sale of the property in
1837 to J. J. Puller (Deed Book 9:286). The residence thereafter underwent a succession of
ownerships until its purchase in 1851 by Napoleon B. Askew (Deed Book 27:704), who in turn
sold the house in 1875 to John M. Symons (Deed Book 53:202), whose family occupied the
dwelling for over fifty years. Anna D. Neilson Symons, wife of J. M. Symons, was the sister
of Capt. Charles A. Neilson, one of the earliest settlers of Lowndes County (Biographical
and Historical Memoirs of Mississippi, 2 vols. [Chicago: Goodspeed Publishing Co., 1891],
II, 498). The property was sold to Llewellyn Hatchett in 1937, upon the death of Minnie
Symons Carothers, daughter of J. M. Symons (Deed Book 163:543). Dr. Frank Herndon, a
professor at Mississippl State College for Women ,owned the house from 1956 to 1962 and was
responsible for giving 1t the name Corner Cottage.

The Symons House is architecturally significant for its preservation of the single-pile
center-hall plan with ell and kitchen appendages intact, and for its late-Federal millwork
features, such as the six pilastered mantelpieces and flat-faced architraves with molded
backbands. Now threatened by neglect and disuse, the house would benefit from inclusion
in the National Register of Historic Places in order to promote its resale and future
preservation. Loss of the Symons House, the oldest property in an area planned for
inclusion in a historic district nomination to the National Register of Historic Places,
would adversely affect the historical character and scale of the area. Preservation and
restoration of the house would significantly enhance the overall architectural quality of
the planned district agpd prevent possible encroachment by unsympathetic development should
the site be cleared before the district nomination can be submitted.
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along the North boundary line of said Square, being the South boundary line of Fourth Avenue
South, a distance of 95 feet; thence South parallel with the West boundary line of said
Square, a distance of 90 feet; thence West parallel with the North boundary line of said
Square a distance of 95 feet to the West boundary line of said Square; thence North along
said West boundary line 90 feet to the point of beginning; being the same property conveyed
to the Grantors herein by Cecilia W. Marshall be deed dated August 13, 1974, and recorded

in Book 503 at Pages 573-574 of the land records of Lowndes County, Mississippi.



