DATA SHEET

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

EINAME
HISTORIC

01d City Hall
AND/OR COMMON

01d Citv Hall
BILOCATION
STREET & NUMBER
7410 Monterey Street —_NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Gilroy ) — VICINITY OF 13th
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
California 06 Santa Clara 085
EJCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT XpusLic __OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE  XMUSEUM
X BUILDINGIS) __PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL  __PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH XHWORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL  __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
__OBJECT __INPROCESS _XvES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT  __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED —_YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL —_ TRANSPORTATION
_NO __MILITARY __OTHER:
Y OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME

City of Gilroy .
STREET & NUMBER

City Hall
CITY, TOWN STATE
—__Gilrovy —_ VICINITY OF California
[ LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE.

REGISTRY OF OEEDS,ETC. Santg Clara County Recorder's Office
STREET & NUMBER

191 North First Street
CITY. TOWN STATE

—23R-JOSE Califorpia
n REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

niie Map No. 6 Henry Miller Partition Suit, County of Santa Clara,
1880-86, Case No. 5536

DATE
—FEDERAL X STATE X COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR

SURVEYRECORDS 191 North First Street Clerk Superior Court, Santa Clara Cty.

CITY. TOWN STATE
San Jose California




A DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED XUNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE
XGOooD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE.
—FAIR —_UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Travelers on Highway 101 recognize Gilroy for its memorable City Hall, a landmark
labeled a "begabled, beportholed, beturreted" structure at the time of its construction
in 1905. Dominating the two story building is the corner tower with its four clock
faces and its tiled cupola. The two corner facades are richly decorated with stone
cornices, ornamental gables, tiled roofs, sandstone window trim, and stone spheres.

Designation of its style is a source of controversy but was described as "in the
Mission Style" when built. The architect was Samuel Newsom in cooperation with the
San Jose architectural firm of Wolfe and McKenzie.

When the cornerstone was laid for the City Hall on a windy day, November 22, 1905,
students. were excused from school, people came on foot and in carriage to watch the
ceremony and hear the speaker extol the virtues of the new building. The Gilroy Gazette
reported that "No other city in the county, except in San Jose, has so magnificent a
building as this will be."

The lower story is built of greystone, the second story of compressed white brick
topped with terra cotta coping and a red tile roof. The sandstone facing of the first
floor was quarried from an old Indian camp near Gilroy. The sandstone was roughened -.
with pits and holes where the Indians had grown their corn. Henry Miller, the cattle
king, had the sandstone quarried for the city at his own expense to secure the proper
size stones. The upper story is faced with yellow brick and stucco.

Interior partitions are of wood studs and lath and plaster. The second floor is
supported by the exterior walls and cast iron columns carrying steel girders. Access
to the second floor is by a double golden oak stair in the entry and a single stair
in the rear.  The roof is supported by wood trusses spanning wall to wall. No
significant structural changes or alterations have occurred in the building.

Housed in the building were the mayor's office, chamber for the councilmen, clerk's
office, marshall's office, courtroom and a jail. City fire engines were housed behind
first story archways.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to Dr. David Gebhard, noted Architectural Historian, the Gilroy 0ld City Hall
is a classic example of California architecture at the turn of the century. The
architect, Samuel Newsom, working with the firm of Wolfe and McKenzie of San Jose,
completed the drawing in 1904 with the construction beginning in 1905. Samuel Newsom,
with his brother Joseph, is noted as the creator of the '"Carson House" in Eureka

and a number of other buildings of architectural significance in California.

Professor Gebhard feels the building is significant for two reasons: (a) Architecturally
it 1is an important and major example of the use of the Mission Revival mode for Civic
architecture in California, and (b) it certainly constitutes a major landmark in the
small scale urban environment of the City of Gilroy.

The Gilroy City Hall enjoys a national reputation as an important turn of the century
building. This is evidenced by the fact that the building has been discussed by the
following architects and architectural historians over the past ten to fifteen years:

Stephen Jacobs (Prof. Architecture and Architectural History, Cornell University)
"California Contemporaries of Wright," in: Problems of the 19th
and 20th Centuries - Studies in Western Art, Vol. IV, Princeton,
1963;

Charles Moore (Dean School of Architecture, Yale University)

"You Have to Pay for the Public Life," in: Perspecta, Nos. 9-10,
New Haven, 1965

David Gebhard & Harriete Von Breton
1868-1968, Architecture in California, Santa Barbara, 1968;

David Gebhard, et al.

A Guide to Architecture in San Francisco and Northern California,
Salt Lake City, 1974.

The Art Galleries of the University of California, Santa Barbara, is currently
preparing an exhibition of the work of Samuel Newsom who actually designed the Gilroy
Town Hall. This will be presented in 1976, as part of the Universities contribution
to the national Bicentennial.
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