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The Lake Clifton Valve House, or Gate House, is a massive
octagonal steone structure. Large Romanesgue archways alternate
with: GOtth style windows which once contained stained glass.
Remnants of the colorful glass patterns may still be seen in
the turret, atop an intricate tile roof supported by a com-
plicated system of iron trusses. The interior contains the
wheels by which the water gates were opened and closed. There
is also a marble tablet inside which commemorates the completion
of the Lake Clifton project in 1888.

The Valve House stands at the juncture of two tree-lined
drives, constructed at the same time, to afford the Victorians
a fine carrlage ride around the lake and a vantage point from
which to view the entire eastern section.of the City.

A thorough search of City records has failed to reveal the
name of an archifect for the buildipg, although the- engineers
for the progect/were Edward Heffne Jr., Samuel W. Knapman and
Charles A. Hook. 1In all probablllty, the style of the structure
was copied from a similar building or a sketchbook of architec-
tural studies, as was usual in those days. (A detailed des-
cription of the Lake Montebello Valve House, which closely re-
sembles this one, is included in the Water Department report of
December 31, 1878.)

The exceptlonal quality of this building results not only
from its unique design and sturdy construction, but more from
‘|ther fact that it -is one-of the few remaining relics:of an era
when men of imagination ventured to create a temple to fill a
mundane need.: /.
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The Valve House (Gate House) at Clifton Park is one of
several unique structures built by the Baltimore City Water
Department during .the period of its expansion in the late

1800's.*

Following several periods of drought, the State Legisla-
ture appropriated $4 million to dam the Gunpowder River at
Loch Raven and bring water through a tunnel into the north-
eastern section of the City. This project, begun in 1876,
was scarcely underway when it became evident that the capacity
of the distributing reservoir (Lake MontebellQ) was insuffi-
cient for the rapidly increasing needs of Baltimore City.

A second reservoir was necessary and it was located at Clifton,
the summer home of Johns Hopkins, less than a mile south of
Montebello.: : .~ ., - S I SN

. ¢ .: The new Lake Clifton and its gate chambers were completed
in 1888. The Water Department annual report for that year
states that water was let into Lake Clifton on December 27,
1888 and that the "gatehouse is completed and is now in work-
ing order."

In 1894, Clifton was purchased by the City for a park and
the reservoir remained in service until it was no longer
needed. In 1968, the lake was drained and filled as the site
of a new senior high school. At the present time the only
vestige of Lake Clifton remaining is the old Valve House, a
remarkable Victor&dh structure still housing the machinery
of a bygone age.

* Other interesting structures are locate




Bond, Allen Kerr, "The Parks of Baltimore," Baltimore, Its

History and Its People, I. New York, 1912. PP. 444-445.

Quick, Alfred M., "Baltimore Water Works," Baltimore, Its
History and Its People, I. New York, 1912. P. 418.
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1957w U
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Clifton Park Valve House

$6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS (continued)

1970 Maryland Register of historic sites and landmarks

Maryland Historical Trust
P. O. Box 1704 ‘ ' _ :
~Annapolis, Maryland 21404 code: ‘24

.

#9. REFERENCES

Annual Reports of the Water Department to the Mayor and City
Council 1880-1890. (Located in the Baltimore City Hall,
Department of Legislative Reference Library).

Recorder: Catharine F. Black, Member, Commission for Historical
and Architectural Preservation, 402 City Hall, 100 North
Holliday Street, Baltimore, Maryland.
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