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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

St. Charles is a small community lying on the west bank of
the White River in Arkansas County, Arkansas. It is located
northwest of the intersections of Arkansas Highway #1 and
the white River, and rests on the southernmost bluffs along
the river's west bank. The Battle of St. Charles was fought
along a two mile stretch of the river at and just south of
St. Charles.

The few structures now standing near the river's west edge
include two grain storage bins, several private residences,
and a deserted store. No evidence of the Confederate
batteries remains and there are no buildings on the east bank
along this part of the river.

In the late 1930's divers explored the waters where the three
Confederate vessels were sunk in 1862. Several relics from
the battle were recovered, including two cannons which are
now on display in St. Charles. One cannon is at the Wwhite
River Refuge Sub-headquarters, and the other on Broadway
Street.

The wWhite River has moved slightly west during the last

one hundred years, cutting in more closely to the bluff side
of the river. Most of the area which was once blockaded is
now covered by the east bank of the river. However, the
overall river scene probably looks much the same as it did
during the Battle of St. Charles in 1862.

In addition to the two aforementioned cannons, the battle is
commemorated by-a third object. A cast stone marker
approximately twenty feet in height, stands in the center of
the town's main thoroughfare and bears the names of both the
Union and Confederate troops who were killed in the Battle
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One of the most interesting naval battles of the Civil War
was fought on the lower White River in southern Arkansas.
Confederate entrenchments along the bilidffs of St. Charles
were attacked by a small flotilla of Union vessels. Pur-
portedly, one of the most destructive single shots of the

Civil war was fired during this engagement when a Confederate

cannon ball struck the steam drum on a Union gun boat, the
Mound City.

Following their victory at Pea Ridge in March, 1862, Union
forces under General Samuel R. Curtis moved from northwest
Arkansas eastward across the state. Their destination was
Jacksonport, on the upper White River in eastern Arkansas,
where they planned to receive supplies and reinforcements.
The Union effort to support Curtis resulted in the Battle

of ‘St.*Chdrles,

Confederate Major-General T. C. Hindman was in charge of
the Trans-Mississippi District in the Spring of 1862. In
an official report he gave the following account of events
preceding the Battle of St. Charles:

On June 3, anticipating the fall of Memphis, and that

Federal fleets would ascend White River and the Arkansas

to cooperate with Curtis, I took steps for obstructing
both streams...The point selected on the White River
was Saint Charles, about 100 miles above the mouth,
where the first bluff appears. A pile-driver was taken
there from Little Rock and another hauled overland from
Madison, ontthe Saint Francis. Timber was cut and
floated down and great energy displayed in the work.

Despite the efforts of General Hindman's men, the blockade
of the White River was still incomplete when the Federal
gunboats were within five miles of St. Charles on June 16,
1862. On that same day the Confederates attempted to com-
plete the river blockade by sinking three vessels across
the channel. These included the steamboats Eliza G. and
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8. Significance (Continued - Page 2)

Mary Patterson, and the gunboat Maurepas (which would have
been defenseless against the Federal ironclads). The guns
from the Maurepas were moved ashore to help defend the hastily
formed Confederate batteries.

The Federal fleet, moving up the White River toward their
scheduled rendevous with General Curtis, consisted of the
ironclad gunboats Mound City and St. Louis, the partially
ironclad gunboats Lexington and Conestoga, the tugboat Tiger,
and several transports. On the morning of June 17, 1862, the
Union gunboats encountered the first Rebel pickets about two
miles south of St. Charles. At this point the 46th Indiana
Regiment, led by Colonel G. N. Fitch, was landed and began its
ground advance along the west bank of the river.

The gunboats continued upstream, and, when in range, their
steady fire was returned by Confederate batteéeries concealed
in the thick trees along the west bank. The lead ship,
Mound City, was within 600 yards of a Rebel battery when.
struck with a devastating shot. A 32-pound cannonball pene-
trated her port casement and exploded her steam drum. The
scalding steam forced those who were able to abandon ship.
Nevertheless, most of the crew members who escaped the-steam
were killed by Confederate sharpshooters posted along the
bank. One of the injured was Commander A.H. Kilty, leader of
the Union expedition. Of about 175 crew members, only 25
answered roll call on the following day.

As the Mound City was towed out of action, the gunships ceased
firing, thus allowing their infantry to charge the’ Rebel
batteries. The Union forces far qutnumbered the Confederate
defenders, and easily overran the batteries. Among the
gray-clads captured by the Federals was the Confederate
cmmmander, Captain Joseph Fry. The entire battle lasted less
than four hours, and despite the heavy losses on the Mound City,
was decidedly a Union victory.

After regrouping under a new commander, the Union flotilla
continued its expedition upstream, leaving the crippled

Moundé City docked near St. Charles. The Confederates' block-
ade of the White River was ineffectual in halting the Union
advance; however, the Federal flotilla was stopped at Des Arc,
located about half way between St. Charles and their destina-
tion of Jacksonport, when the White River water level dropped

too low to be navigable. Nevertheless, the Federal objective

GPO 921.724
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War history. For many years afterwards,

but time has taken its toll,
remains.

community's more turbulent past.

to take the White River had been accomplished,
Curtis was resupplied by overland routes.
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and General

As one of the few naval engagements in the state, the Battle
of St Charles is egpecially ‘signifiicant in ArkensasSChiaidl

portions of the

three sunken vessels could be seen during the low-water season,
and no physical evidence now

Two cannons recovered from the Maurepas by divers

in the 1930's, are displayed in St. Charles as relics of the
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CITY OF ST. CHARLES

ST. CHARLES, ARKANSAS
72140

July 22, 1976

Dr, William Murgagh

Keeper of the National Reglster
National Park Service

U. S. Department of the Interior
18th & C Sts., N, W,

Washington, D. C. 20240

Re: Nomination--St, Charles Area
Dear Sir:

This letter and the enclosed aerial photograph are an
adjunct to our letter of protest dated July 17, 1976. We
have marked off on this photograph the various areas in-
volved in the nomination by the Arkansas Historical
Preservation Officer as well as other areas mentioned in
our letter to you.

The white line marked "AP&L" shows the present right-of-way
of the high voltage Arkansas Power & Light Company line
which cuts through the northern end of Lot B, One of the
proposed routes of the bridge approach is through this same
area (No. 2) which is an o0ld abandoned farm.

We have also marked off the virgin forest area, the old
farm, the slte of the Belknap House, and the site of the
Hargrove House, The latter 1s probably the oldest house in
the St. Charles area and was used as the headquarters of the
Confederate troops during the Battle of St. Charles,

We would like to impress upon you that time 1s of the essence
in this matter and an early response would be appreciated.

Sincerely yours}/»\

foap Shanesc oyt

(Mrs. ) Mary Jeanne Padgett
Mayor

Enel.



July 26, 1976 4

Mr. Henxry Gray, Dircctor , Epa

Arkansas State Highway Departasnt ; o

3 = | oy,
Post'Offica Box 2261 v ‘“JL J‘;igfo
Little Rock, Arkansas - 72203 ;

Lo
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ARSANSAS STATE Hins.os
Dear Mr. Gray: AT STATE HIZH A

This letter is in rcéard to the allocation of funds by the Arkansas
State Highwiay Department to study the feasibility, location, and
design of the bridge and flood plain approaches over the Whtie
River in southeast Arkansas. &

As regquested in Mr. James Gaither's letter of May 11, we commented

on the impact of this project on the two corridors which at that

time were identified. We reviewed the site in regaxd tc oux area

of expertise and in my letter of June 3 to Mr. Gaither I preferred
Blternate A. This was due to the fact that there were no National
Register properties involved at all. However, subsequently Alternate A
has been ruled out and we have taken a second look at the project.

It is our determination that, even though the St. Charles Rattle Site,
the major and most significant portion of which was added tc the
National Register in 1974, is an important historical site, Alternates
B, C, or D will not adversely affect the site. This is due to the
fact that although the Battle of St. Charles was quite significant

in Arkansas' Civil War history, there is no physical above~ground evidence left

to preserve. Therefore, any of these three routes proposed would be
acceptable providing of course that sufficient archeological work
preceeds construction.

In a brief conversation with M. Raymond McMasters it appears that
important historical and archcological remains were destroyed in
1938 when the Wild Life Refuge was built. Since this is such an
impcrtant historical site, I wouwld like {o see that no further
evidence is destroyed. 1 bave mentioned this to Ms. Hester Davis

of the Archeologicezl Survey and our State Archeologist who of course
concurs.
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Mr. Henry Gray
July 26, 1976
Page 2,

If I can be of any further agsistance to you, please do

to contact me.

Sincerely, e
174

/Qé?bﬁi & 4 ‘C‘fml ()
P & SR 3

State Historic Preservation Officer

AB:cm -

cc: Ms. Hester Davis

not hesitate



HOWARD S. GANS

P. 0. BOX 47L
57. CHARLES, ARKANSAS 72140 /i1 e

501-282-3488

August 2, 1976 [

Mr,., Charles Herrington

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

U., S, Department of the Interior
18th & C, Sts., N.W,

Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr, Herrington:

I wish to thank you for calling me back on Thurs-
day afternoon, July 29. Your phone call was

most timely inasmuch as we had previously sched-
uled for that evening here at St, Charles a pub-
lic hearing on the question of the bridge routing.

Your prompt action on our protest helped clear
the air, and we were able to resolve most of the
problems involved.

Thank you again for your splendid cooperation and
that of your assistant, Mr, Bill Lebovich,

Sincerely yours,

__—"Howard S. Gans —

HsG/dla
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- AUG 2 1976

H34-FR

Hr. Bobert ¥F. Crecco

Office of Envircumental Affailrs
Room 9422

Department of Trausportation
Washington, D.C. 20399

‘Dear Hr. Creceo:

Hs. Anne Bartley, State jidstoric Preservation Officer for Arkansas has
subnitted to this office material for an enlarsermoant of the St. Charlea
Battle site, entered is the Hational Register on December 12, 1275,

As'a proposed bridsze to be funded by the U.S. Department of Tranmporta=-
tion nizsht have a possible irpact on the battle site, Hs, Bartley and
her ataFF have been meeting with the Aviuensas Highway Uepartment.

Should vou have any guestions concerning the St. Charles Battle site -
nowination or the additional material which ia being reviewed, please
do notz hesitate to call us. UWe appreciate your cosperation on behalf
of historic preservation.

Sinceraly yaurs,

Kemneth C. Anderson

Attn: HEV-10

Environmental Development Div.
Federal Hichway Administration
Depart of Transportation
Washington, D.C. 20590

Mr. James W. White

Regional Administrator, Federal
Highway Administration

819 Tayloer Street

Fort Vorth, Texas 76102

>

DG Advisory Council

‘Regional Director-Southeast
Director's Reading File
PR
HULL:jlm:7-29-76
BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR

"Charles A. Perrington (Sga Y

Villisn J. Hurtaph
Keeper of thie lational Register

Ms. Anne Bartley

Acting Director, Department :
.of NATURAL and Cultural Herltage

The 01d State louse

300 West Markhan

1ittle Rock, Arkansas 72201
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590

September 1, 1976

_Mr. William J. Murtagh
Keeper of the National Register
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

For your information, enclosed is a copy of a letter from the Arkansas
State Historic Preservation Officer to the Director, State Highway
Department, referencing the St. Charles Battle site and bridge project,
discussed in your letter of August 2, 1976 (H34-PR).

The SHPO cites all proposed alternatives as having no impact on the
historic site provided that sufficient archeological work precedes the
construction. The State archeologist concurs with this finding.

Please call if we may be of further help.
Sincerely,

R

bert F. Crecco
Secretary's Designee to the
Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation

Enclosure
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