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The Knight cabin is set in a wooded area on the Washington Parish
fairgrounds. It was moved to that location when it was threatened with
demolition by a highway project. Originally the cabin was just northwest
of Enon on Route 16. Several other moved houses are within sight but
they are not close enough to affect the Knight cabin's immediate setting.

The house itself consists of one large room with a sleeping loft in
part of the attic. The porches are replaced as is the mud chimney and
the roof.

The cabin is constructed of split half-round logs which are
square-notched at the corners. The windows have much of the original
glass but the mantel .is relatively new.

Because the cabin has been moved from its original site, only the
building itself is being nominated to the Register.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Knight cabin is significant as a surviving representative

example of the smaller German log house, a vernacular house type which

is rare in Washington Parish.
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Because Washington Parish was settled relatively-late, the Knight

cabin is one of the oldest structures in the parish. Crudely built from
found materials, it symbolizes the agricultural pioneer phase of the
parish's development as few extant structures do. It is associated

with the Knight family, who seem to have been typical of the farming
families Who lived in middle and late nineteenth-century Washington Parish.

1857 by George and Martha Knight.

According to local traditioni the Knight cabin was constructed in
(Since a courthouse fire in 1897

destroyed the local records of Washington Parish, most 13portant early
documents on the Knights and their land no longer exist.®)

The 1860 Census listed George Knight, a native of Louisiana, as a

28-year-old farmer with real estate valued at $800 and personal estate at
$483. Living in the same household were his 19-year-old wife Martha Anne,
who had been born in Mississippi, and their one-year-old daughter Margery.3
In 1870, there were six children--four daughters and two sons. Knight
owned about 175 acres of land and the esti%ated value of all his farm
production for the previous year was $760.

The Census of 1880 found the parents and seven children living in

the household. There were five sons and two daughters; five of the
children were ten or under. By this time fhe four older daughters had
apparently moved out.? The Agriculture Census for 1880 provides many
details concerning George Knight's famm. By this time he owned 250
acres, of which twenty-five were under cultivation. The value of the
farm, including land, fences, and buildings, was listed as $750. Knight
owned $150 worth of implements and machinery and $300 worth of 1ivestock.
The estimated value of all his farm productions for 1879 was $300. The
livestock included two horses, two oxen, sixteen milch cows, twenty
other cows, sixteen calves, 75 swine, and thirty poultry. 1In 1879, the
farm produced two hundred pounds of butter and 150 dozen eggs. In addition,
ten acres of corn yielded 150 bushels, one-half acre of sugar yielded 120

& "gallons of molasses, 1% acres of sweet potatoes yielded 125 bushels.
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liMile Branch Settlement: 1977," pamphlet by Washington Parish
Fair Executive Committee. Copy in National Register nomination file for
Knight Cabin, State Historic Preservation Office, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

mey Quick, The History of Bogalusa, the "Magic City'' of Louisiana
(Reprinted from Louisiana Historical Quarterly, Vol. 29, January 19467,
P. 9.

3CenSus of 1860, Louisiana, Washington Parish, Population Schedule, p. 5.

.4Census of 1870, Louisiana, Washington Parish, Population Schedule
(Third Ward, Franklinton), p. 7; Agriculture Census, p. 13.

5Census of 1880, Louisiana, Washington Parish, Population Schedule
(Fourth Ward), p. 26.

6CenSus of 1880, Louisiana, Washington Parish, Agriculture Census
(Fourth Ward), p. 23.
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