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In 1852 Pio Pico built a modest adobe home to serve as a ranch house of
Rancho Paso de Bartolo. The only physical record of this structure 1is

a page from the surveyor notebook of R. G. Ruxton, during 1879 survey.
Ruxton sketched a front profile of the Pico casa, and also drew the out-
line of the building, including porches, but failed to include the rooms.
However, a study of the arrangement of windows and doors in relationship
to the casa suggests possibly seven or eight rooms.

During thg winter of 1883-84, rains and floods combined to destroy this
structure,' Pico immedistely rebuilt, this time a larger structure, using
some of the original foundations, apparently. This second home was also
of adobe, a 1% story rambling affair, some 98 feet long and built in a

U-shape around a patio.

It consisted of 15 rooms; the floors were wood,

and the gabled roof was shingled.

Thus, the second house represents a

compromise of American and Mexican architecture.

dormer windows in the attic.

For example, there were
The front of the house had the unique

appearance of a store front, with porch and an upper balcony. N

With the exception of two rooms mistakenly removed in 1946, the building
remains much as it was in Pico's day.

\Today the Pio Pico Casa is a U-shaped structure with the court or "patio"
between the wings open on the east. A covered porch with stairs to the
second story is on the inside of the U. A well is in the courtyard (patio)
An open covered corridor separates the south‘wing and inside of the U from
the north wing. There are four rooms in the north wing and nine rooms on
the south side of the corridor (one upstairs). The Casa is built of adobe
bricks. Some reinforcement was given the structure in 1946 when reinforced
concrete faced with adobe bricks was incorporated with a minor portion of
the building.

LN
S9N

Rep A N
Ay QP/V[& ;:.:x

<& R,
.. / . LA
e

33§

SNOITL1ONYLSNI



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
T Pre-Columbian| [ 16th Century {3 18th Century [ 20th Century
[ 15th Century 3 17th Century X 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [ Education X] Political ,E'\onning

[ Prehistoric [ Engineering [ Religion/Phi. 2N /’\M\Zs§d{\y)

] Historic 3 industey losophy /<\> A \‘\/u’ \
[0 Agriculture [ Invention [] Science %\g/ 72’:;'\ \\ '\J
] Architecture [ Landscape [ Seulpture ”,\:‘ ’% </ \
O Art Architecture 4] Social/Humcn-&_:l lp/Zf‘;,ATLo j-\.;.
] Commerce [O Literature itarian ‘,| :j\ ((\G//af?, [:7
[J Communications [ Military [0 Theoater / ,»;«Q\ {S\L/?/’% fig/
[0 Conservation ] Music [} Transportation V/J‘ o S (\\;

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Iﬁf\': / ()px,v

In early manhood Pio Pico became deeply involved in the revolutions and
counter-revolutions that was characteristic of California during the
Mexican period. What must be understood is that political turmoil could
be settled only by a force of arms. sIn 1831, Governor Victoria attempted
to crush young Pico, but was defeated, and the victory paved the way for
Pico's first governorship. ™ Governorships during those years of unrest
sometimes changed several times a year, so it is not surprising that
Pico served this office only a matter of months. Hdowever, the governor-
ship put Pico well on the road to influence, and for the next decade he
was to make the most of it.

L
The secularization of the missions gave Pico the opportunity to gain
great wealth and prestige. In 1838 Pico attempted to oust Governor
Alvarado--it did not quite come off. Instead Pico was captured, but so
great was his influence he was immediately released.

Again, in 1845 Pico again revolted, this time against Governor Michel-
torena. A victory by Pico's army put him in the governor's chair again.
In the following year United States invaded California. Pico escaped to
Mexico; at war's end he returned to his land now American.™=s

Don Pio Pico's life is divided into two periods: The Mexican period and
the American period. It is in the American period that the Pio Pico
liansion comes into focus. In the American period there is a paradoxical
change in the man Pico. In the Mexican period he is first a revolution-
ist, and second an opportunist. In the American period he catches the
spirit that is so manifestly American. He is for progress and order.

He uses his wealp& and influence to establish education, banking and
town development. " He built the magnificent Pico douse in Los Angeles,
and he pioneered in California's first oil venturs that eventually grew
to become the Standard 0il Company of Californiaf.‘During forty years

of the American period he made his home at the 9000 acres Rancho Paso de
Bartolo, that he affectionally called z1 Ranchito. It was indeed a small
ranch in comparison with his other ranches ranging from 57,000 to
133,000 acres. Ironically, it was on &1 Ranchito that the last Calif-
ornia battle of the Mexican War was fought, and the defeat of the
Mexicans here, brought about the final surrender to the Americans. Also
generally overlooked in the significance of Rancho Paso de Bartolo, is
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8. SBignificance

that in the Whittier Narrows area, the first white settlement of the present
vast, metropolitan area of Los Angeles was established here September 8, 1771.
Thus the ranch of Don Pio Pico has two special significants that in a way
are related to the ranch house of this historical ranch. Also of significance
is Pico's development of Picoville, the first planned town in California,

that is it was surveyed and laid off in town lots, before sales were made,
the first such in California. Picoville was, of course, on Rancho Paso de

Bartolo. .
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