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.^ Cold*Spring is a ^o^st£r^_structure with an attic and a base­ 
ment. It faces soutti ^itn la^
gabled ends. The stojie^ork^is coursed ashlar with flat arched dooj- 
and window openings haying rectangular stones laid fn~~soTdier course, 
Ve^^lTFtle^evidence remains of the original mortar joints, but it 
appears that the: joints were flush with the masonry line* There 
is no evidence of either a water table or chimney caps.

The stone steps and/a stone stoop lead to the front door. The 
four 16/16 windows on the first floor and the five 8/12 windows on 
the second floor are arranged symmetrically about the front door. 
There are also four southern facing small basement windows; the 
eastern most showing original wooden vertical rectangular bars.

The northern side is similar to the front, but in the second 
floor the window above the door is off center by about two feet to 
the west (the interior stair landing is located here). A most 
outstanding feature on the northern side is the laj^emjsJtoae~-sJ;aap. 
consistingof eleven large stone risers,^, The stoop is paved with

^^^vatixlM^^K >̂*a^^^^ ' ' ^<C^^WW««**0-11^irtiivWJKnW

large stone^labs. Below this stone stoop is an areaway and door
o the basement * The cave-like entrance of which is located 

on the eastern side of the stoop.
A small piece of the original crown molding of the cornice can 

be seen on the southeastern corner.
The window frames are of heavy rolled wood and are molded and 

pinned in the late 18th Century tradition; however, the door frames 
are lighter and have panel molding in the Greek Revival 19th Cen­ 
tury manner. No shutters exist but there are 19th Century pintles 
at all first and second floor windows. A one-story lean-to has 
recently been added to the western side of the building but the 
kitchen doorway on the southwestern corner appears to be original.

There is a standing seam metal roof.
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Aside from its age, "Cold Spring" is historically significant 
because it was the home of one of the oldest and most prominent 
families in the Valley, the Iaueas^_fami,ly; be ing, the childhood home 
of two of our Un^e^Sta.tej^CLQngr.esjjneji4 and at one Time owlJelPby 
the"""Poet of the Shenandoah Valley," Daniel^ Be<imger-JtAicas. *""

In 1793, Edward Lucas III helped his son, Robert, build the 
magnificent "Cold Spring." Robert and his wife Sarah Rion, the 
daughter and heiress of the Revolutionary soldier John Rion, found 
this large,,stone mansion the perfect home.

One of their most notable children was Edward V. After at­ 
tending local schools he attended and graduated from Dickinson 
College. During the War of_18jL24_Edward V^served as a lijgujteaapt. 
He continued to earn HT^tinction for himself and his community by 
being elected to the State Hjousg^pJ^DelegaJEes- in 1819, 1830, and 
1831. J[r_ojniJ.83^^ District in 
Congress, then served as superintendent of the Harpers Ferry Armory 
an3 Arsenal. While he was superintendent, a type of dyke was 
erected around part of the armory and several homes were built for 
employees. In 1847, Edward Lucas became paymaster of the Harpers 
Ferry Armory and Arsenal; he filled the position until his death 
in 1858. .'.'-'....,,-

Edward's brother, William, was just as prominent as he. At 
an early age, he graduated from Tucker Law School and was immedi­ 
ately accepted to the bar. He set up his practice in Shepherds- 
town but moved in 1830 to the county seat. In 1838 to 1839, he 
served in^tti.e^J^g^ni.a,J|ojas^e^^ and was elected as a 
Democrat to the Tw^nt:^^ In 1850 
he was elected to the Virginia Constitutional Convention and at one 
time was considered as governor of Virginia. In 1836 William built 
another beautiful home, "Rion Hall" and became the father of Daniel 
Bedinger, who is best remembered for his poem, "The Land Where We 
Were Dreaming."

Edward and William's brother, "Colonel Bob," who was so named 
for his war services in 1812, had inherited JICold Spring." He 
passed away in 1880, leaving this stone mansion to Daniel Bedinger.

Upon the death of Daniel's daughter, "Cold Spring" passed 
out of the Lucas hands. It is presently owned by Dr. O.C. Stine.



"Gold S pr ing. 'V Magazine of the Jefferson County Historical Society,
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Bafry, Joseph. The Strange Story of Harpers Ferry. Sheiherds town: The
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ORGANIZATION DATE

West Virginia Antiquities Commission • -March 9, 1973
STREET AND NUMBER:

Old Mountainlair, West Virginia University
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for. the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act .of -196,6 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion - 
in the National Register and certify that i-t.has been 
evaluated according to the criteria an4 procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: . 

National [X] State Q Local fl

Ma\iri/e G. Brooks; 

Title- Stat/e- IJistorirt Preservation
Officer 

Bate -5: May 30, 1973

STATE ' CODE

West' Virginia 26506 54

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hixtiptic Preservation 
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