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The building height is approximately 50' and it ris rectangular in plan.
The material is concrde for all the main supporting walls; stricturgl members
are steel.

The exterior is painted in pastel green with ornament, columns, and
balustrades in white. The floors are of local tile to produce a large
checker pattern on the main reception halls, and in colored mosaic in
entrance areas and corridors. The interior walls and columns are
painted to produce an appearance of marble finish.

The style of the building is an attempt at the Beaux Arts, at the
reproduction of a cultural building to be found in European capitals at
the twrn of the century. The plan is symmetrical, and the columns
are both ionic and corinthian. The portico, terraces, and roof are
balustraded but the neo-classical details are then embellished by
additional decoration and ornament of ecclectic origin. The windows
accommodate the shutters necessary to a tropical climate, and they
are often crowned by colored glass, similar to the Tiffamy lamp,

a very common practice in Puerto Rico for edifices of more luxurious
purposes or ownership.

The 'mansard' roof is of zinc sheeting, and it covers an interior
plaster ceiling and walls which are of rocaille reliefs, when they are
not marbelized.

The alterations are not to the structure or form of the building
but wooden partitions which may be removed quite easily.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building " ' . is located at what may be considered the entrance
to old San Juan, next to Plaza Col6n and the Municipal Theatre, Teatro Tapia.
Near there is also the Carnegie Library, and other cultural buildings.

The Casino was built as a gathering place for prominent citizens of the
island, as a centre for the cultural, political and literary elite of the
1920's. Since the high bourgeoisie of the islands wished to emulate their
European counterparts, they designed buildings to accommodate events which
were both an imitation of the society in vogue whether in Madrid or Paris.

The poet and patriot Jose de Diego was President of the Casino when
the building was inaugurated, and it was utilized for these important
occasions until 1943. At that time, the US Army expropriated it and it
was converted to a USO club. Following the war, the Government of P_erto Rico
acquiredit and it was used by the Free School of Music, the first to be
established by lay, introduced by Att. Ernesto Ramos Antonini, then President
of the House of Representatives.

In 1955 it became the headquarters for the newly created Institute of
Puerto Rican Culture, thus re-introducing cultural events and activites as
a function of the building. It is currently unoccupied since the Institute moved.

The designers were Fernando Montilla and Miguel Ferrer, both engineers.
The interior decoration was done by Jose Albrizzio, an artist.

The building is significant because both architecturally and historically
it is representative of a period of great cultural activity and renaissance
for Puerto Rican society. It signified a renewed participation in European
affairs, and the reaffirmation of'civilization'in the tropical environment.

Currently, the Government's Tourism Development Company expects to
restore the structure and use it as Culturel Centre.
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