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Summary Paragraph

The Roswell Butler House is located on Route 15 in Essex, Vermont 
approximately .3 of a mile east of the junction of Route 15 and Route 289. The 
house is a c. 1822, two-story, 5x2 bay, brick, Federal style building with a 
c. 1850, one and one-half story, brick, gable roof ell. A one-story, Queen Anne 
style porch originates on the main facade and wraps around to the east facade of 
the main block of the building. Federal style features of the house include the 
symmetry of its architectural components, splayed brick window lintels, interior 
end chimneys, quadrant windows in the gable ends, a modillion cornice and a 
semi-circular fanlight over the main entry. On the interior the house has wood 
floors, plaster walls, Federal style door and window surrounds, and historic four 
panel wood doors that have an assortment of nineteenth and early twentieth 
century porcelain, ceramic and glass doorknobs. Exposed timber framing in the 
attic is held together with wood pegs and there is a historic brick cistern and well 
in the basement. The house was formerly a private residence that has been 
converted into a coffee shop and bakery. A c. 1950 one-story, two-bay, wood 
frame garage is a non-contributing building on the property. The Roswell Butler 
House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling and association.

Statement of Description

The Roswell Butler House is located on Route 15 in Essex, Vermont 
approximately .3 of a mile east of the junction of Route 15 and Route 289. The 
house is oriented north and is set back approximately 27 feet from the road. 
Directly across Route 15 is an open field and wood frame house. To the south 
and west of the house is the recently constructed Essex Town Center 
commercial complex that includes retail, residential and office space. The parking 
lot for this complex is located approximately 35 feet from the rear facade of the 
house. East of the Butler House is a small yard and row of hardwood trees that 
act as a border to the neighboring property.
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The Butler House is a c. 1822, two-story, 5x2 bay, common bond brick, Federal 
style house with a one and one-half story, c. 1850 gable roof ell that projects 
from the right side of the rear facade of the main block. The house has a cut 
stone foundation and a side-gable standing seam metal roof with two interior 
end chimneys. The chimney toward the west end of the house is brick and the 
one toward the east end is concrete block. Federal style features of the house 
include the symmetry of its architectural components, splayed brick window 
lintels, a modillion cornice with cornice returns, quadrant windows in the gable 
end, and a fanlight over the primary entry.

The main facade of the house is symmetrically divided into five bays with a 
center entry. All windows are one-over-one, double-hung, wood sash and those 
on the first story, left of the entry have two-over-two, wood sash, storm windows. 
The wood entry door has six panels and a decorative cast metal Victorian 
doorknob. There is a semi-circular fanlight over the door. A one-story, Queen 
Anne porch with turned posts, sawn brackets, square balusters, latticework skirt, 
and a hipped, standing seam metal roof originates to the right of the entry and 
wraps around to the east fagade of the main block.

The east and west facades mirror each other with two, one-over-one windows on 
the first and second stories and two quadrant windows in the gable ends. One of 
the quadrant windows in each gable has been replaced with a louvered vent.

The rear facade has one, one-over-one window on the first story and one, one- 
over-one window in the center of the second story. The ell is found on the right 
side of this facade and its standing seam metal gable roof partially obscures the 
lower light of the second story window. Unlike the other facades, the foundation 
of the rear facade is uncut stone.

The one and one-half story brick ell projects to the east approximately ten feet 
beyond the east facade of the main block so that the north facade of the ell forms 
a right angle with the east facade of the main block. The ell lacks the modillions
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and cornice returns found in the main block. Its bricks are slightly larger and its 
masonry joints are wider than those in the main block. A poured concrete and 
concrete block foundation has recently been added under the east and south 
facades of the el I.

The north facade of the ell has a historic four panel wood door with modern 
hardware that accesses the Queen Anne porch. There is a splayed brick lintel 
over the door and a one-over-one window to its left. The gable of this facade 
contains a six-over-six, double-hung, wood sash window.

The east fagade of the ell contains two, one-over-one windows. On the west 
facade of the ell are two, six-over-six windows and two gable roof dormers with 
six-over-six windows. The foundation of the west fagade is uncut stone.

The south fagade of the ell has two, nine-over-six windows in the gable. They are 
the only windows in the entire house that lack splayed brick lintels. There is a 
modern one pane, two panel fiberglass door in the center of the first story of this 
facade. A concrete landing has recently been installed outside the door.

There are nine rooms on the interior of the building - four on the first floor and 
five on the second floor. Opposite the main fagade entry door is the stairway 
leading to the second floor. To the right and left are doorways leading to the two 
main rooms on the first floor of the main block.

The room on the right has clear finished floorboards varying from 4" to 14" in 
width, a wallboard ceiling, 7" baseboards and 414" wide Federal style door and 
window surrounds. The exterior walls of this room are plaster and the interior 
walls are wallboard. In the southwest corner of this room is a historic four panel 
wood door with modern hardware that accesses a bathroom, which contains 
modern fixtures and a ceramic tile floor.
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The room on the left has a similar ceiling, flooring, baseboards, and door and 
window surrounds. All the walls in this room are plaster. The east wall of the 
room contains a brick fireplace and a historic wood mantel with flat, fluted 
columns1 . In the southwest corner of this room is a modern door that leads to the 
kitchen. The kitchen was recently installed and has a ceramic tile floor, wallboard 
ceiling and walls, and modern fixtures. The south wall of the room has two 
doorways leading to a room that comprises the first floor interior space of the ell.

Half of the first floor of the ell is divided into a service area with modern cabinets 
and serving counter and the other half is a seating area. The flooring of the 
seating area is the previously described clear finish floorboards. The flooring of 
the service area is ceramic tile. This room has a wallboard ceiling and walls. In 
the southeast corner of the seating area is a historic four panel wood door 
leading to a stairway that accesses the second floor of the ell. The door has a 
historic ceramic doorknob. The interior doors of the house are historic four panel 
wood doors. Door hardware is an assortment of nineteenth and early twentieth 
century porcelain, ceramic and glass doorknobs. On the first floor most interior 
doors have been removed and stored on site. On the second floor the doors 
remain in place.

The stairway opposite the main facade entry door accesses the second floor of 
the main block. There is a 8'2" x 4' balustrade at the top of the stairs that has a 
curved handrail, square balusters and a square newel-post. The handrail and 
balusters of the balustrade resemble those of the Queen Anne porch. On the 
opposite side of the wall at the top of the stairway is a bathroom with ceramic 
tiles and modern fixtures. A doorway in the east wall of the bathroom accesses 
the attic.

The stairway and a narrow north-south hallway evenly divides the second floor of 
the main block. There are two rooms on each side of the hallway. These rooms

1 This fireplace has the concrete block chimney. The brick chimney at the west end of the main 
block terminates in the attic.
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have predominantly plaster walls and ceilings and contain the same baseboards 
and door and window surrounds as described on the first floor. The wood floors 
are also the same as those on the first floor with the exception that they are 
either painted or stained on the second floor.

A doorway in the south wall of the room in the southeast comer of the main block 
accesses the second floor of the ell. The second floor of the ell has wood flooring 
and a wallboard ceiling and walls. It lacks the baseboards and Federal style door 
and window surrounds found in the main block.

Unlike the rooms on the first floor that have modern baseboard heaters, the 
rooms on the second floor contain early twentieth century hot water radiators.

The Butler House has an unfinished basement and attic. The exposed timber 
framing in the attic offers a glimpse at early methods of building construction with 
wood pegs securing the rafters to the ridgepole. The basement floor is part 
poured concrete and part dirt. There is an 11' x 7'9" brick cistern and a 
4' diameter brick well in the basement under the ell.

A c. 1950 one-story, two-bay, wood frame garage with a concrete floor and side- 
gable asphalt roof is located within a few feet of the southeast corner of the ell 
and is a non-contributing structure. The west end of this garage has recently 
been converted into a seasonal ice cream stand.
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Summary Paragraph

The Roswell Butler House is significant under criterion C as a good example of 
the Federal style. Architectural features of this style employed in the c. 1822 
house include its side-gable symmetrical massing, center entry crowned with a 
semi-circular fanlight, splayed brick lintels and modillion cornice. Influenced by 
Asher Benjamin's carpenter handbooks, The Country Builder's Assistant and The 
American Builder's Companion, the Federal style was widely used throughout 
Vermont from the late 1700s to the 1830s. Similar to many Federal style 
buildings in Vermont, which were built predominantly in early commercial centers 
or along important trade routes, the Butler House was constructed at the junction 
of two roads in Essex, Vermont.

Statement of Significance

In March 1822, Roswell Butler purchased eighty-one and one-half acres of land 
in Lot number 107 in Essex, Vermont at auction. He and his brother, William A. 
Butler, built a wood frame house, brick house, and store on this land by the 
intersection of what is now Route 15 and Old Stage Road. This intersection took 
its name from these men and was subsequently referred to as Butler's Corners.

Essex, Vermont was chartered June 7, 1763 but was not permanently settled 
until the spring of 1783. From this date to 1822, the activities of the town 
centered around Page's Corners, located 1.8 miles from Butler's Corners at the 
intersection of Old Stage Road and Brigham Hill Road. This was the location of 
the first store, post office, taverns, and town meetings in Essex. By 1830, the 
town had become permanently established around the Essex Town Common, 
located 1.3 miles from Butler's Corners at the intersection of Route 15 and Route 
128, with the construction of a meeting house, school, and churches. In the 
interim, between 1822 and 1830, many of the town's activities focused around 
Butler's Corners.
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As a thoroughfare, the importance of the intersection at Butler's Corners was 
recognized as early as 1800 when a signpost and pair of stocks was located 
there. Public notices and warrants were posted on the signpost and those 
offending the law (most frequently through public intoxication and gambling) were 
subject to the stocks. In his 1883 Essex Centennial, L.C. Butler describes the 
punishment inflicted by the stocks, "the head and feet were made fast between 
planks around the neck and ankles, and the criminal was subjected not only to 
the irksome and humiliating confinement in the open air, exposed to sunshine 
and rain, light and darkness, but also to the gaze and jeers and comments of the 
passers by." Following the arrival of the Butlers, commercial activity at Butler's 
Corners included their store, a blacksmith shop, a law office, and a tavern. 1

The Essex Centennial indicates that Roswell and William Butler were "largely 
engaged in the lumbering and mercantile business" and Roswell is characterized 
as a "wide-awake businessman... honored with important positions in town 
affairs." In her Vermont Historical Gazetteer, Abby Hemenway notes that Roswell 
Butler was involved in many diverse business interests.2 He is listed as one of 
the "principal dealers" who shipped lumber to Quebec and, following the opening 
of the Champlain Canal, is listed as one of eight men who carried on the lumber 
trade with New York and towns on the Hudson River. In October 1826, the 
Vermont Legislature granted Roswell Butler and a group of five other men a 
charter to operate a steamboat company on Lake Champlain, which was named 
the Champlain Transportation Company. Roswell served on a committee to

1 The blacksmith shop was owned by George Whitney, the law office by David Webster, and the 
tavern by David Tyler. Bent, in his History of the Town of Essex, credits Webster as one of the 
first lawyers in town and states that Whitney was the finest blacksmith in Essex. L.C. Butler 
comments that Whitney was very active in the formation of the Methodist church in Essex and 
that he later became an "earnest, zealous, and emotional preacher."

2 This historical record, similar to the others listed in the bibliography, attributes these business 
ventures to Roswell and does not mention William. This suggests that Roswell played a more 
active role in the affairs of the brothers.
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oversee the construction of the steamboat, Franklin, which began operation the 
next year. Hemenway also indicates that in 1825-26, the Essex post office was 
reestablished at Butler's Corners with Roswell Butler serving as postmaster. In 
1826, he was paid $9.96 for his services. Another of Roswell's business ventures 
is noted in the Essex Centennial, which states that he built a hemp mill in the 
1820s in what is now Essex Junction, Vermont.

As a prominent businessman, Roswell Butler built his brick house in the Federal 
style to reflect his social standing and affluence. Referencing the classical forms 
of ancient Rome, the Federal style was formal and symmetrical. It included 
architectural features such as a center entryway crowned by a fanlight, splayed 
lintels over doors and windows, and molded cornices adorned with either dentils 
or modillions; all of which are found in the Butler House. In Vermont, this style 
was popular from the late 1700s through the 1830s and was found primarily in 
commercial centers or along important transportation routes.

The prolific use of the Federal style at this time was influenced by carpenter 
handbooks written by Asher Benjamin. Benjamin was born in the early 1770s in 
Connecticut where he apprenticed in the building trades. His skill and inclination 
in this field are evident at an early age as seen in his commission to design and 
build a circular staircase in the Connecticut State House in 1795. As a builder, 
Benjamin felt that the English handbooks of the period focused too much 
attention on large country estates, complex vaults, and numerous designs that 
were useless to rural American homebuilders. With that in mind, he published 
The Country Builder's Assistant in 1797 and The American Builder's Companion 
in 1806 in the hopes of producing classically inspired plans that could be 
employed by self-trained builders. The influence of these handbooks, especially 
of the cornice (plates 12 and 13), door and fanlight (plate 16) designs in The 
American Builder's Companion, is evident in the architectural features of the 
Butler House.
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While the Federal style may have been a natural choice for a prominent 
businessman to employ in his home in the early 1820s, Roswell Butler's decision 
to use brick as his building material involves some speculation. As an individual 
involved in the lumber business, it would stand to reason that he would have 
used wood. Perhaps he felt the use of brick, similar to his choice of an 
architectural style, would serve to appropriately reflect his affluence. In his thesis, 
Architecture and Society of the Urban Frontier: Windsor, Vermont 1798-1820, 
William Hosley indicates that brick was used infrequently before 1800 yet, by 
1815, a majority of the high-style houses in inland New England were 
constructed of this material. Herbert Wheaton Congdon, in his 0/d Vermont 
Houses, speculates that "perhaps a mild ambition for a house fitting its owner's 
social position sometimes entered into the matter" however, he argues that the 
easy maintenance and permanence of brick were the decisive factors that 
dictated its use. Butler's choice may also have been influenced by the geology of 
Essex, which, compared with other locations in Vermont, was ideal for brick 
making. Colonel Samuel Page built a brick house at Page's Corners in 1822 and 
was supplied by a brickyard two miles to the north on the stage road. Bent, in his 
History of the Town of Essex, indicates that many early farms in Essex show 
traces of small brickyards. The Drury Brick Company operated in Essex Junction 
from the mid-nineteenth to the mid-twentieth century and Child's Gazetteer of 
1882-83 describes the brook that ran through this brickyard as having, "one side 
of excellent clay, while on the other side the sand for its manufacture into brick is 
found in abundance." Any one or a combination of these factors could have 
influenced the use of brick in the Butler House.

Later in his life, Roswell Butler experienced economic setbacks that would have 
to be settled upon his death3 . The cause of his financial difficulties is not known 
although the Essex Centennial indicates that his entire hemp mill was lost in "the 
terrible freshet of 1830." Book 6, Page 390 of the Town of Essex Land Records

3 An archaeology report titled, Phase 1A Archaeological Study for Essex Town Center at Butler's 
Comers and Wetland Mitigation Area states that Roswell and William A. Butler are buried in the 
Essex Center cemetery. Roswell died in 1833 at age 48, and William died in 1832 at age 36.
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states that, "the personal estate of the said deceased [Roswell] is not sufficient to 
pay his just debts (and legacies) by the sum of fifty thousand dollars." The 
Probate Court for the District of Chittenden authorized the sale of Roswell's real 
estate at public auction "to pay his just debts." Auction advertisements submitted 
by George Whitney, administrator of the estate of Roswell Butler, to the 
Burlington Free Press in the summer of 1834 indicate that the estate included 
lands in Essex, Colchester, Jericho, and Burlington, Vermont. These 
advertisements invite "capitalists... to notice as probably there never has been 
an opportunity offered for so favorable an investment of capital." On August 27, 
1834 sale of the "home farm", which included, "seventy-five acres of Lot No. 107 
with the buildings thereon to wit; brick house, white house, red houses, shops, 
and offices together with all the barns and sheds subject to a mortgage to David 
Tyler" was made to Thaddeus Fletcher. Fletcher sold the property a year later to 
Jacob Maeck, and, at some point in the late 1830s, Jedediah Tuttle acquired the 
Butler House and eighteen acres of land. In 1851, Jedediah Tuttle's estate is 
described in Book 10, Page 77 of the Town of Essex Land Records and includes, 
"the homestead containing about 18 acres of land together with the dwelling 
house and shed attached, store and shed adjoining, also one small house and 
barn now occupied by tenants." At this time the homestead "excepting the large 
barn" was appraised at $1,683 and became the property of Jedediah's widow, 
Eliza Tuttle4

From 1851 to the present, there is a continuously recorded deed history of the 
Butler House. In December 1862, Josiah Tuttle, administrator of Eliza Tuttle's 
estate, sold the house and land to John Thompson for $2,500. Daniel Thompson, 
son of John, sold the property to Annis, Caroline, and Harriet Thompson in May, 
1883. These women sold the property, along with four cows, "one single old 
lumber wagon" and a plow to Chastina Alien ten years later. In total, the house 
was transferred to new owners nineteen times from 1851 to the present with its

4 An 1857 Map of Chittenden County, Vermont by H.F. Walling confirms this information with the 
name, "Mrs. E Turtle" found at Butler's Corners. Eliza Tuttle's immediate neighbors at the time 
included, "C E Day, H Parker, J Blood, M Wool, and H Day."
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associated land remaining at 18 acres until the mid-1960s when it became a two 
acre lot. 5 Its current lot is less than one acre.

The subsequent owners of the Butler House during its period of significance were 
predominantly merchants or farmers. In the 1840 population census, Jedediah is 
listed as head of a household that included two other males and four females. 
The census indicates that only one person in the family was employed 
(presumably Jedediah) and the means of their employment was agriculture. 
However, the 1850 census lists Jedediah's occupation as merchant and it 
includes the following names and ages of individuals in the family: Jedediah, 47; 
Eliza, 46; Almira, 16; Albert, 13; Horace, 8; Josiah, 40 (also a merchant); and 
Sophronia Ayers, 30. By 1860, the household consisted of only four individuals - 
Eliza, Horace, Josiah and a female servant named Delice Batey. This census 
states that the value of Eliza's real estate was $3,500 and her personal estate 
was valued at $10,000. In W.S. Rann's 1886, History of Chittenden County, 
Vermont, Josiah Tuttle, Jedediah's brother, is listed as a retired farmer and 
merchant who was involved in the manufacture of woolen goods. It also states 
that Josiah represented Essex in the State Legislature in 1849 and the Senate in 
1858-59. Josiah is also credited with donating a marble tablet placed in the 
Essex Town Hall that honored the town's residents who died during the Civil 
War6 .

Following the Tuttles ownership, the Butler House was home to the Thompsons. 
The 1870 population census lists John Thompson, age 75, as a farmer and head 
of the household. Living with John at this time were his sons; James, 53, a 
bookkeeper, and Daniel, 50, a dentist, and his daughters; Annis, 52, Caroline, 
44, and Harriet, 37, all whom kept house. The 1880 population census reveals

5 One notable deed from 1918 stated that all personal property was included in the sale of the 
house except, "carpenters tools, ten cords stove wood, hand seeder, black cherry lumber, 
vegetables and fruit."

6 The cost of the tablet was $210.
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additional information about the family. It indicates that John Thompson is a 
widower, Daniel is divorced, and all the daughters are single. James is no longer 
listed and there is a notation that Harriet was disabled with a spinal condition. 
Agricultural census records from the same period indicate that John Thompson 
had an 18 acre farm that produced corn, oats, Irish potatoes, and apples. The 
1880 census lists his livestock as one horse, six cows, one pig, and 27 poultry. 
Farm production at this time included 1000 pounds of butter and 200 dozen 
eggs. By 1900, the Butler House had been sold to Chastina Alien, however, the 
population census for this year lists Chastina's aunt, Rhoda Shanley, as head of 
the household. The census states that Shanley is a 53-year-old, widowed farmer 
and Alien is 17 years old and attends school. Also living in the household at this 
time was Rhoda Shanley's mother, Catherine, 79, whose parents emigrated from 
Ireland. In July 1901, Rhoda Shanley, as executrix of Chastina Alien's estate, 
sold the Butler House to Henry Atherton for $1,700.

The Butler House is one of the few surviving and best preserved examples of 
brick, Federal style architecture in the Essex, Vermont area. Another example 
that was previously mentioned is the 1822 Colonel Samuel Page House located 
at Page's Corners. Similar to the Butler House it is a two-story, five-bay, side- 
gable, common bond brick house with a center entry fanlight, splayed brick lintels 
over the windows, and quadrant window openings in the gable, however, unlike 
the Butler House, it lacks a modillion cornice and its quadrant windows have all 
been boarded or replaced with vents. Located closer to the Butler House 
(approximately .1 mile away) on Old Stage Road is a one and one-half story, 
side-gable, center entry, common bond brick Federal style house, however, it 
lacks the splayed brick lintels, quadrant windows, and modillion cornice found in 
the Butler House. A final example of brick, Federal style architecture from the 
area is Lincoln Hall built c. 1819 approximately 1.9 miles to the west on Route 15 
in the village of Essex Junction, Vermont. Original used as a tavern, this building 
now houses the village offices. It is a two-story, five-bay, side-gable, common 
bond brick building with a center entry fanlight and paired interior, end chimneys. 
It contains splayed brick lintels on only one facade and lacks a modillion cornice.
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The Butler House is significant in the interpretation of the use of the Federal style 
in Vermont. By the mid-nineteenth century the popularity of the Federal style had 
given way to the Greek Revival style. This transition is evidenced in a brick 
house found .4 of a mile from the Butler House on Old Stage Road. Constructed 
only a decade after the Butler House this home employs different architectural 
and stylistic features. The fanlight, center entry and splayed brick lintels of the 
Federal style have been replaced with a gable-front side entry with flat wood 
lintels over the doors and windows. For the next half century, the Greek Revival 
style was used prolifically throughout Vermont.
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary conforms with the property's current lot lines as delineated by the 
Town of Essex, Vermont tax lot number 2-091-003-000.

Verbal Boundary Justification

The land within this boundary visually and historically conveys the significance of 
the property.


