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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The statue, The Recording Angel, which Lorado Taft created in 1921- 1923,

is an approximately twice life-size figure of a woman, depicted with the
wings of an angel, seated and holding on her lap the Book of Life., '"The
closed eyes and relaxed serenity of expression on the face gives to the

beholder a benignity, a tranquility in his pause of reflection."

Cast in bronze, the statue now has a shiny, slate-colored patina, It
rests on a grey Massachusetts granite base, standing about two feet above
the ground. In the background, standing on the same base, is a large
rectangular block of polished grey granite, ten feet high, with carved
molding surrounding the bottom and, at the top, a simple cornice sub-
tended by a row of eggs-and darts, There is no inscription anywhere on
either statue or base.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Upon the death of his wife in 1921, Clarence Addison Shaler, of Waupun,
Wisconsin, commissioned his good friend Lorado Taft to create this work
in her memory. Taft worked on it for a month less than two years, and it
was placed at the Shaler grave in October, 1923,

One of Taft's favorite quotations, which he used in every lecture he gave
for a time, was from Spinoza: "I am certain that the good of this life
cannot lie in the possession of those things which for one man to possess
is for others to lose, but rather in those things which all may possess
alike, and where each man's prosperity increases his neighbor's.”" Much

in keeping with this spirit, Shaler informally presented The Recording
Angel to the people of Waupun at the time that it was installed. Although
the ownership legally remains in the Shaler family, Clarence Shaler's
intention that the statue be for the public is borne out by the fact that
"There is no inscription of any sort on the masterpiece and it is Mr,
Shaler's plan that tuis is a much a gift to the whole cemetery...as to the
Shaler lot alone.”" And his daughter, Marian Shaler Hanisch, writes,

"I am sure that it was my father's wish when he commissioned the statue
that it should be a source of pleasure and inspiration to many people,
even though he apparently made no formal gift of it to the city."

In her brief biography of her husband, Ada Bartlett Taft includes The
Recording Angel ("Shaler Memorial Angel') among his important sculptural
works, It is the only Taft work that she lists in Wisconsin, The statue
is of major importance to Waupun, a small city with a considerable amount
of good public sculpture, and certainly of statewide significance to
Wisconsin, 5
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Kelly, June, Waupun:

Hanisch, Marian Shaler, Letter to Donald N, Anderson, Jan; 4, 1974

City of Sculpture (Waupun, 1967), 3-4 (unnumbered)

Taft, Ada Bartlett, Lorado Taft:

Sculptor and Citizen, (Greensboro, N, C.,

1946), 88, passim,

"Shaler Presents Taft Masterpiece to City," Waupun Leader, Oct. 11,

"Memorial Statue Made By Lorado Taft Raised In Cemetery At Waupun,” The
Daily Commonwealth, Fond du Lac, Wis., Oct, 8, 1923
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