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The station building, as it now stands, has the same 
general appearance it had in the late 1880's. Early 
views of the station show a loading dock on the end 
of the building rather than on the side as is now the 
case. This building is probably one of the oldest 
railroad stations now extant in California and is 
typical of the many frame structures built in the 
initial stages of railroad construction in California

When this structure functioned as a standard railroad 
depot it was divided into three sections, an office 
area for the agent, a waiting room for the passengers 
and a freight storage area for receiving and dispatch 
ing less than full car loads of freight as well as 
handling express items.
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The depot building that stands just north of the Sonpma Plaza 
stands as a moot symbol of late nineteenth century California 
when after the annexation of 1848 farms and vineyards appeared 
alongside the ranches of the Spanish-Colonial Period. It yet 
reflects the times when the San Francisco and North Pacific 
sent its trains from Sausalito, California to return with 
products of the Valley of the Moon (southeast Sonoma County).

Railroad operations began in 1879 with the construction of the 
Sonoma Valley Railroad. This line, built from the edge of the 
bay to Sonoma in 1878, reached Glen Ellen, California about a 
year later. Subsequently, it was extended to Ignacio in Marin 
County for connection with the San Francisco and North Pacific 
Railway. The railroad was built by local interests but Peter 
Donahue, the builder of the San Francisco and North Pacific, 
seeing the advantage of the line took control in the 1880's.

The original station and the yards were in the northwest cor­ 
ner of the Sonoma Plaza. The line was originally narrow gauge 
(3 feet) but was converted to standard gauge in 1890. When 
the conversion was made the route through Sonoma was moved to 
the north through purchase of right-of-way by local Sonoma 
citizens who, although wanting a railroad, did not feel the 
Spain Street and the Plaza was the best location. There was 
both passenger and freight service on this line, one of the 
major freight items being basalt cobblestones for San Francisco 
street paving.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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1. Physical condition of the building

It appears that the building is sitting on wooden sills and will require 
extensive reconstruction of the foundation if the building is to remain stable 
The building appears to be built from redwood and is in sound condition other­ 
wise. The electrical wiring has been removed by the railroad, as have the 
plumbing fixtures. The building is substantially as it was when it operated 
as a depot, with the exception that the interior furnishings of the station 
agent's area have been removed, including the counter. However, the heavy 
scales in the freight section are still in place. It is interesting to note 
that the loft space above the depot, which apparently was used for storage 
or possibly as an intermittent sleeping room for the agent, has apparently 
remained untouched since the early 1900's, as evidenced from newspapers placed 
on the wall. The building has a wooden shingle roof which, while in good 
shape, will require extensive repairing some time in the near future. The 
chimneys seem to be in good repair, as do all the sashes and doors. The 
building has been maintained periodically by the railroad until within the 
last year or two. Both the interior and exterior will require painting. It 
will be necessary to rebuild the freight platform since there has been exten­ 
sive rot in this area. Apparently a portion of the platform has been removed 
within the last 15 years and was not replaced. The ties and rails in front 
of the depot that are being left by the railroad are in good shape and will 
require no repair or renewal.

2. Setting in relation to historic sites in the City

The Sonoma Historic Area is unique in the juxtaposition of the various his 
toric sites and buildings in the central Sonoma area. This includes the depot 
property, including the extension to the west which touches the Vallejo home 
property and functions to tie the Vallejo home to the downtown Sonoma area, 
where the Mission, General Vallejo f s barracks and Plaza are located. Were 
the freight buildings to the north to be retained, the flavor of small-town 
Sonoma in the pre-World War II period could be easily retained. This build­ 
ing and the freight buildings function to round out the other historic build­ 
ings in the Sonoma area. The destruction of the building and the railroad 
site would seriously damage the totality of the historic area in the central 
Sonoma area.

3. Building design

The Sonoma depot is a prime example of the transitional depot style be­ 
tween the vertical board and batten structures of the early period and the 
stick-style buildings that followed in the 1880 ! s. If one were to classify 
the building as to style, it would be an example of stick-style structure.
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As faras known, it is one of the oldest depot structures remaining in Cali­ 
fornia. The oldest depot known in northern California was at Belmont on the 
San Francisco Peninsula, which was removed several years ago. It was a board 
and batten building. There may be some remote stations in northern or central
alifornia that are older, but this building certainly can be classified as 

one of the oldest ones.

Approximate date of construction

As far as can be determined from historic records, this building was built 
around 1875-76. It was originally built on the Plaza to service the narrow 
gage railroad, and early photographs show it at the northwest corner. It was 
moved to the present location around 1890, when there was considerable pressure 
from citizens in the Sonoma area to get the railroad off East Spain Street and 
the Plaza. It apparently was altered at some time after its removal to its 
new location by an extension of the freight house section of the building. 
This building epitomizes the first stage of industrial growth in rural Cali­ 
fornia with the introduction of the railroad into the economy of the State. 
Entrance of the railroad into the Sonoma area and the Valley of the Moon al­ 
lowed shipment of cattle and production of the basalt quarries directly to the 
San Francisco market. It also functioned at that time as a passenger carrier 
for a direct connection to San Francisco via Sausalito. Because of its un­ 
changed condition and closeness to the other historic buildings in Sonoma, it 
remains untouched as an example of the commerce and industry in 19th century 
and early 20th century California in agricultural areas. Because of its un­ 
usual site and environment, it has remained unchanged from the earliest period. 
It was undoubtedly a significant element in the growth of Sonoma and the Valley 
of the Moon subsequent to the construction of the railroad in the 1870 f s.

5. Design of building re date of construction

It is extremely difficult to date a building by its style, particularly in 
the North Bay area, which apparently was a conservative area in regard to 
innovation in building design, since there are a. number of records that indi­ 
cate older style buildings being built at very late dates in the area. But in 
comparison with other railroad buildings in the area this is pre-1890 in style, 
and therefore one of the early stations in the North Bay. Other stations in 
the area are built in either the Eastlake style or the Mission Revival style, 
which all records indicate were styles subsequent to the stick-style used in 
the Sonoma depot. The building was only recently abandoned, in that it was 
used as crew quarters until about four years ago. At that time the railroad 
ceased using the building and removed all the fixtures mentioned above.

6. Future Plans

The City of Sonoma will refurbish the building and restore the original 
etting which would include old railroad engines, cars and the agent f s office. 
The area around the building will be developed as a park. Hopefully, the

will be completed during 1976 in order that the City and the Sonoma 
Bicentennial Committee may dedicate the facilities.______________________
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