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1. Name
historic Gleason Building
and/or common same

2. Location

drest & numba 549N\551 Essex Sgegfe-” not for publication
caty, tomn Lawrence vicinity of congressional district 5th
dae M assachusetts code 025 county Essex code 009
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) X private unoccupied y commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process A yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

name Mr. Vinrent T.anda<

dret & number 30 School Street

city, town No. Andover Wicinity of 01845 date MA

5. Location of Legal Description

ocourthouse regidry o deads etic. Essex County Registry of Desds

street & number 381 Conman Street

city, town Lawvrence state Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

tite Inventory of the Historic Assets of "B M3 YWYWW "en ddamined degble? _yes J*"no
Uie Cuiimiunwedlth

dae 1979 federal state county local

depostary for srvey records  Massachusetts Historical Commisson

dty, tomn  Boston, dae Massachusetts



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated unal tered A original site
X good ruins X altered nmoved  date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The @ eason Buildingisasixstorybrickcomrercial structurelocated i n downtown
Lawence on the north side of Essex Street, the mai n commercial thoroughfare, on
the bl ock between Law ence and Anesbur?/ Streets. Constructed in 1890, the handsone
Victorian Ronanesque style @ eason Buil ding was desi gned bg Arthur F Qay, a

Law ence architect whose work inthe san@ city includes the Nerchants Bank, now

a part of the Downtown Lawence National Register Historic District.

The @ eason Bui | ding, rectangular inplan, has a frontage of 40 feet on Essex
Street and extends 90 feet back to an alleyway. The property isbutted on the

east by a two story commercial structureand on the west by a one story comrercial
structure. Wiile the rear and side walls are of red brick, the Essex Street facade
is of yellow brick trimved with brownstone.

The original appearance of the facade has not been altered except at the ground
level . Ori(f;ina ly the first floor front was flush with the \xppe stories. (O the
west side of the facade, an entrance led into the main hallway. The rest of the
front vas conposed of two |arge display wndows with a store entrance between t hem
Ironpilasters separated the hall entrance, the wi ndows and the store entrance. M
iron lintel above the ground floor set it apart from the upper floors.

The positionof the two entrances has not changed, but inrecent years the display
w ndows have been extended forward. New sidinghas been installed around the side
entrance concealing the ironpilasters. Mst of the iron lintel has also been hidden
by the new siding and by a large sign that extends above the store front.

The conposition of the unaltered upper 5 storiesof the facade i s symetrical.
Pilasters and rounded arches provide vertical enphasis, while stringcourses and
lintels denote horizontal divisions. The second and third floors are divided ver-
tically into tw equal bays by three brick pilasters with carved brownstone bases
and capitals. At each of these floors, the tw bays each contain a group of four
closely spaced el ongated w ndows. Each group of four is further broken down into
two groups by a slender iron colonnette. Above the third floor wndows is an iron
lintel bearing the inscription "deason Building" onit.

The fourth floor is also divided into tw equal bays by two |arge carved brownstone
arches that spring from the pilaster capitals above the third floor. Unhder each
arch are four wndows aligned with those of the second and third floor.

A stone stringcourse above the fourth floor clearly separates the |ower stories
from the upper two.

The fifth and sixth floor facade is divided verticallr into four equal bays by
five brickpilasters with browstone bases and capitals. The end and center pilasters
are aligned with those of the lower floors and are wider than the XMO internediate






8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check andjustify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture, religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian

~2L1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater _
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation

. invention . other (specify)
Specific dates 1890 Builde/Architet Arthur F. Gray

st at ement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The { eason Buil ding possesses integrity of |ocation, design, andmterials, andas a
maj or | ocal exanPIe of Ronanesque conmercial architecture, neets criterion C It is
especially signiticant as one of the fewinportant buildings outside of the Downtown
Law ence Historic District.

The d eason Building was constructed in 1890 by Wlliam Gswal d, oreof the foremost dr
goods nerchants inthe City. For years heoperated the Boston Store at the conmer o
Essex and Appl eton Streets and had branch stores in Lowell, Mssachusetts andin Lew ston,
Maine, M. Gwald was also the founder and director of the Merchants National Bank.

At the tinme it was constructed, the six story Qeason Buidling stood as the |argest of
its kind in the citY. Above the store onthe ground floor were forty-four roons for
offices. Thetop floor was huilt expressly as a photographer's studio, and had a | arge
skylight to light the interior.

The Qdeason Building was also noteworthy at the tine of itsconstruction for boasting
the first hydraulic elevator inthe city. Cher "nodeminprovenents" included in the
desi gn were steamheat, electric [ights and speaking tubes.

The d eason Bui | di n? was 0rgina||¥prai sed not only for itsinnovative .systens, but
also for the unusual appearance of 1tsfacade. At the tine of itsconstruction, it was
written, "Tlie face of the buildingwill be of aunique andnovel design, differing vastly
fromany building inthe city"! and "The plans provide for a structure which will eclipse
all others inthe city and perhaps open a newera in the building history of Lawence."2

The expanse of glass created by the bands of w ndows, and the bol d Fonanesque arches
were features introduced with the deason Building andset it apart fromother comercial
structures on Essex Street.

Gher taller commercial buildings soon fol | owed the construction of the deason Building.
However, it remained one of the finest of the fewRonanesque style comrercial structures
built in Lawence. Astime goes by and nany of the nineteenth century commercial build-
ings that once |ined Essex Street are denolished, itssignificance increases.

Today, surrounded by twentieth century structures, the Qeason Building stands as a
maj or representative of Lawence's nineteenth century commercial devel opnent.

1. "Handsone Bui | ding", La\nence- Arerican, My 16, 1890.
2. "OGswal d's NewBl ock", Law ence- Anerican, March 24, 1890.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Lawence Wp-to-Date 1845-95, Law ence, Miss;
Rushforth & Donoghue, 1895.
Lawr ence- Aneri can newspaper. March 24, 1890 and My 16, 1890.

10. Geographical Data ACBFftfiIF m mm

Acreege of nominated property less than 1 acre (3600 sq.ft.)
Quadragle name  Lawrence Quadragle scde  1;240Q00
UMT References

91 N ANNAAN K 17131 it

Zone  Easting Northing

LJrrrrrrrr el .1 D (I T O I O

Zone Easting J—L Northing

G 1-jJ L J L H J—L

Verbal boundary description and justification

The property is bounded to the north 40 ft. by an aleyway, to the east DO ft. by an
abutting commercia building, to the south 40 ft. by Essex Street, and to the west
QD ft. by an abutting commercid structure. Also refer to the attached map.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

date i\l code county code

date code county code

11. Form Prepared By
namefile Candece Jenkins, Registration Director with Lamence Community Devdopmeant Office,

ogaization Massachusetts Historical Commisson ke Novarba 1980
dregt & nume 294 Washington Street telephone  (617) 727-8470
aty o tomn  Boston, qate Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state / \ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

F.yerutive Director. Massachusetts Historical Commisson dee

For HCRS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

Entered ia tha
Jlatlona Beg7a»T. N

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835
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Stat*. County: MA#
Federal Agency:

VANNE.

esubmis

owner objection
appeal

Substantive Review: sample request ,

Reviewer's comments:

eNomination returned for:
.substantive

1. Name

2. Location

x3. Classification

yC PMMtc «iHiil«Kl«n

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in ExistingSurveys

kM M« property t—n tmmnUmt «>9IW«?

7. Description

OtMk MM
original sit*
. ruins
.imsipossd

MM aiisiiUtmt iHplwii [H kJWM) pli|sls«< i

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection

VARLE AV AWAWAWAN °

r . sioB . %
nomination by person or local governmentNational Begrsxer”

appeal

UnK*tf St«t*B Department of th« Interior
National Parii Sorvico

Working No. 2)\S 'SU
Fed. Reg. Date: " <k~ 3
Date Dune [ 5-"-p>
Acyo n: -JINNCCEPA AN~
RETURN.
REJECT-

photos—.7
m«P8 N

NR decision

Recom. /Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

-technical corrections cited below
reasons discussed below



S. Slgnlficanco

aiiinin 1l —

1IMAIMIAMEM (kI CM

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of Integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeoyraphical Data

km<mdmn  @xd.ilstl»i«  —* tmmeMmm

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

stgnHIcwKS of this prefSfty tKIBiln «hs eseee is;
1 ant —jocd
13. Other
Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272 -3504
























ENTR ES | N THE NATI ONAL R STER - H STAR CARLAES
STAIE  MSSAAHEETTS

Pate Mifered APRL 15, 1982

Nane

"G eason Building
Kinball, C Henry, House

Stacy, George 0., House

Notified

Honor abl e Janes M Shannon
Honor abl e N chol as Mavroul es
Honor abl e Eoward M Kennedy
Honorable Paul E Tsongas

Md-Atlantic Regional Office, NS
North Atlantic Regional Office, NS

Location

Lawr ence
Essex Qounty

(hel sea
Suffolk Gounty

d oucest er
Essex Qounty

State Historic Preservation Officer

Ms. Patricia L Vésl owski

Executive Director, Mssachusetts
Hi storical Comm ssion

294 \Mshington Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

For further infonnation, please call the National Register at (202) 272-3504



