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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

\ Something of an architectural curiosity, this octagonal house is perhaps 
the best example of the dozen or so of the style extant in the state. 
This one is composed of three floors, surrounded by a graceful iron 
veranda, extending the full three stories. Supports are finished with 
scrolled brackets.

The nearly flat roof has wide overhanging eaves. Atop the roof at the 
center is a, cupola, also octagonal, -with the same made eaves. The two 
chimneys are incorporated into the outside walls*

The walls are of concrete, twelve inches thick, covered with stucco, 
painted  white. At the center of the building is an enclosed spiral ' 
staircase. Windows are large, opening onto the veranda on all sides, 
All trim is very plain$ at entrys and fd.ndows there is single board 
framing.

^

The house is very grand and its location back from the road in a 
residential area is fortunate for it can be more easily seen.

FEB21 1973
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This excellent example of the octagonal style house was built in 18£2 
by Daniel Starr as his own home* Orson Squire Fowler, a phrenologist 
and prolific writer on health, and happiness, designed the style* Its 
prime advantage, he said, was that iipenelosed one fifth more floor 
area than a square -with the same total length of wall* "Scarcely less 
important," states Fowler, is its beauty, this due to it approaching 
the sphere, "the predominant or governing form in Mature." The perfect 
material, bowler felt, was a mixture of lime, stone, and sand - concrete, 
One suspects that he would be pleased with the Daribury example,

The house is well-cared for and appreciated by the owners. However, it 
is in an area slated for a second phase of a redevelopment program, and 
the owners are concerned for its future. They feel that listing on the 
National Register would at least prevent demolition for redevelopment 
and give the house the possibility for a positive future*
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Correspondence with son of owner. 
The News-Times, articles from September 7> 1968 and January 21, 1973- 
Whiff en, Marcus* American Architecture Since 1780, MIT Press, Cambridge,

Mass, 1969.
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sacred heart academy

st. Joseph's hospital

OCTAGON HOUSE & ADDITION 
site: location 1"«200
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