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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

“In the early 1860's, the steamboat "Bertrand" plied the waters of the
Mississippi and Missouri Rivers. This boat, a 160 foot by 30 foot
stern-wheeler, reportedly hit a snag on the Missouri River north of
Omaha and sank in April, 1865. it has been claimed that the most
valuable cargo to go down with the boat was some 35,000 pounds of
mercury. This mercury was to be used in mining operations in

Montana or the Dakotas. Considerable quantities of whiskey and gold
may have also gone down with the boat. The total current value of
the boat's cargo has been roughly estimated to be about $250,000.

At least as early as the 1890's, treasure hunters have attempted to
Tocate the “Bertrand." Apparently the boat has now been found: 1In
1968, [through the use of metal detectors, Sam Corbino and Jesse
Pursell of Omaha located a boat inside the DeSoto National Wildlife
Refuge, some 28 feet below the surface of the land along a former
channel of the Missouri River. I[The boat site is located just inside
Nebraska near the Iowa-Nebraska border. Thus far, only the front
section of the deck has been uncovered. The original super- .
structure above the deck was evidently swept away when the boat sank.:
Excavation stopped during the winter of 1968-69 and will be resumed
in the spring of 1969. |Among the many artifacts already found with
the boat is a soapbox marked “Stores Bertrand." ) This find strongly

suggests that the boat is indeed the "Bertrand.” Whether its reported -
cargo of mercury, gold, and whiskey is intact remains to be determined.

43S

SNOIL1LDNny¥L1lsSNI



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

ICANCE. T

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Pre-Columbian [} 16th Century [ 18th Century [ 20th Century [
15th Century ) 17th Century [_] 19th Century ﬁ]
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1865
AREAS OF SIGNIFIcANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal Education Political Urban Planning O
Prehistoric Engineering Religion/Phi- Other (Specify) O
Historic Industry losophy
Agriculture Invention Science
Art Landscape Sculpture

Commerce Architecture Social/Human-

Communications Literature itarian

ooysooou

Conservation Military Theater

Music

oooo gdood
®BOO OO0 O

Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Beginning in the early nineteenth century, an increasing amount
of steamboat traffic passed along Nebraska's segment of the
Missouri River. This traffic reached its zenith in 1859 during
the Colorado Gold Rush and declined in the 1860's due to Civil
War disorders and to competition by the railroads. The "Bertrand,"
owned by the Montana and Idaho Steamship Lines, was one of the
largest steamboats to ply the Missouri River north of the Platte
~River. The apparent discovery of this sunken boat and its contents
is a major historical find. This steamboat is Nebraska's only
substantial link of a tangible nature with the early steamboating
era. This discovery may be unique; no other early steamboats are
known to have to have been discovered and excavated along the
Missouri River outside of Nebraska. According to terms of the
Corbino and Pursell contract with the federal government, the U.S.
Department of the Interior will retain possession of the "Bertrand"
and most of its contents. If restored or preserved near its present
site, the "Bertrand" should become a significant additional tourist

attraction to the wildlife and recreational area in which it is
lTocated.
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