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1. Name 

historic f W i l l i a m Russe l l ' iXallen (n House 

or HCRS use < > " ' y ^ ^ ^ ^ H 

received MAR 3 | jggQ 

date entered 

and/or common Same 

2. Location 
street & number 359 East S t r e e t not for publication 

city, town P i t t s f i e l d vicinity of congressional district F i r s t 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Berksh i r e code 003 

3. Classif ication 
Category 

district 
X bullding(s) 

structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
^ public 

private 
both 

Publ ic Acqu is i t i on 
In process 
being considered 

Status 
occupied 

X unoccupied 
worl< In progress 

Access ib le 
^ yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
Industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: vacant 

4. Owner of Property 

name Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Department of Administration and Finance 

street & number state House, Beacon Street 

city, town Boston vicinity of state Massachusetts 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Be rksh i r e County R e g i s t r y o f Deeds (Middle D i s t r i c t ) 

street & number 24 Wendell Ave. 

city, town P i t t s f i e l d state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
I n v e n t o r y of the H i s t o r i c Assets 

title o f the Commonwealth has this property been determined elegible? yes jc no 

date I97f . federal state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 



7. Descript ion 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent . deteriorated _X_ unaltered original site i 
good ; fij^iL ruins altered moved date ^ 
fair unexposed * 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The William Russell Allen Hoiase is located on East Street in down town Pittsfield, three 
blocks east of the Court Square Historic District (NR). When constructed, i t occupied 
an ample one acre lot in the city's finest residential neighborhood. Today i t is flank­
ed by former hospital buildings which were constructed in the early twentieth century. 
I t is one of the few remaining structures which reflect the area's elegant residential 
character of the late nineteenth century. 

The Queen Anne style Allen House is asymmetrical in both plan and elevation. I t is two 
and one-half stories in height and is enclosed by a complex pitched roof which is pierced near 
its center by a single chimney stack. It's basement is constructed of rock faced granite 
blocks, the f i r s t floor is uncoursed rock faced Great Barrington bluestone and the upper 
floors are covered with a combination of pattemed wood and terra cotta shingles, specifi­
cally, a band of wooden shingles in a staggered butt pattern encircles the base of the 
second floor; the remainder of the second floor is covered with wooden shingles in a I 
canted hexagonal pattem; terra cotta tiles in an arcaded pattem are used in the gables. 
Additionally, it s porch which wraps around the southeast comer is trimmed with East 
Longmeadow sandstone and marble. Sash varies from a 1/1 to a multi-pane treatment. A ' 
continuous boxed comice encircles the building foming pedimented gables. 

The facade (south) is dominated by a projecting gabled pavillion which contains a two-
story, three sided bay. The bay contains windows on a l l three faces at both the f i r s t 
and second stories and is topped by a balustrade to form a third story porch. East of 
the bay at the f i r s t story is an open porch whose entrance is approached by five granite 
steps. This entry is framed by short marble columns with sandstone plinths and carved 
foliate capitals. The entrance to the house is approximately eight feet behind this frame. 
At the second story the bay is flanked by square multipaned windows. At the third story 
a pair of doors flanked by square multi-paned windows opens onto the roof of the bay. 

The east elevation is dominated by a gabled pavillion at its northem end. This gable 
contains an open porch and two windows at the second story and a bank of three windows 
and two doors flanked by pattemed stucco panels in the gable. The southem end of this 
elevation consists of an open fl a t roofed porch at the f i r s t story and a blank wall pierced 
by a single multi-paned window at the second story. 

The most prominent feature of the north elevation is a two story wood frame e l l project­
ing slightly west of center; a one story granite and sandstone structure is attached to 
the e l l . A shed roofed addition obscures the f i r s t story east of the e l l . 

The major feature of the west elevation is a tripartite oriel containing leaded glass 
windows with art glass transoms. I t has two windows at the second story and surrmount-
ed by a cross gable containing a bank of three windows. Fenestration of the f i r s t floor 
from north to south consists of a conventional rectangritar window, two square windows 
beneath the oriel and a round arched windows containing leaded glass. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture education • military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce • "̂V exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Specific dates i886 Builder/Architect ^ • ^ ^^^^^^ 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The William Russell Allen House possesses integrity of location, design, materials, and 
workmanship and associations with prominent local persons. Additionally i t is the finest 
example of Queen Anne design in Pittsfield and one of the finest in Berkshire County. 

William Russell Allen was the grandson of Thomas Allen, I I I who had given the town the 
Berkshire Athenauem, (located in Park Square National Register Historic District) the 
decade before. Allen was also the great grandson of Thomas Allen, the "Fighting Parson" 
of Revolutionary War fame. Even the land on which he built his new home, Although 
bought from the estate of Dr. John Brewster, was part of the ancestrial lands of his 
grandfather. Beyond his family connections, William Allen distinguished himself as the 
owner of the Allen Farm (in the eastem part of Pittsfield) where he raised horses on 
his 1250 acres. At the time of his death in 1916, Allen had raised and sold over 1,000 
blooded horses, including the famous stallion "Kremlin" \Aio was at one time the fastest -:. 
horse in the United States. Allen brought a revolutionary idea to the Berkshires - that 
of raising fast horses in a cold climate. By the 1890's Pittsfield was enjoying a rep­
utation, not only for stock farms, but for horse racing. Much of this interest can be 
traced to Allen's innovative idea. 

The William Allen House is the finest example of the Queen Anne style extant in Pittsfield 
and one of the most iirportant examples in Berkshire County. The style expressed in i t s 
asymmetrical plan and massing, and in the variety of materials used in construction to 
produce contrasts in texture and color. The extensive use of terra cotta tiles which 
is more common in the English interpretation of the Queen Anne is particularly note­
worthy. 

Its architect was H. Neill Wilson, formerly of Cincinnati, Ohio, whose father, James 
Wilson, was a renowned authority on Gothic architecture. Wilson f i r s t came to Pittsfield 
to superintend the building of the Allen House, and stayed on. This then, is the f i r s t 
local work by an architect who was subsequently to become one of the most prominent and 
influential of Berkshire County architects in the late 19th century and early 20th cen­
tury, designing buildings such as Shadowbrook, (1892-94), the Wendell Hotel, (1898), the 
Red Lion Inn, Berkshire Place, and the town hall and library complex in Dalton. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Allen, Orrin Deer, The Allen Memorial, 1970, p. 168. 
" P i t t s f i e l d Sun", January 8, 1885, February 5, 1885, June 18, 1885, 
"Berkshire Eagle", September 13, 1916, July 7, 1926. 

10. Geographical Data ACREACC NOT VERIFIED 
less than one acre Acreage of nominated property 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t ion and jus t i f i ca t i on 

Please refer to the attached map. The boundaries are confined to the immediate environs 
of the house as i t i s flanked on either side by large modenn structuregVi-'..-.*!»!-t 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator 

Diane Nelson 
P i t t s f i e l d H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission date January 1980 

street & numt>er 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470 

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

nat ional State local ' ' ' ' 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for Inclusion In the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth 59\the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title Executive Director, Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission jjg^g 

/IP 

For HCRS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: l^jM^_Jl]dU llUL 
Chief of negistfation— 

G P O 936 8 3 5 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered 7 'W 

Ncune Location 

Famum, Coronet John, House Uxbridge 
Worcester County 

Allen, William Russell, House Pit t s f i e l d 
Berkshire County 

Honorable Paul Tsongas 

Also Notified 

Honorable Edward H. Kennedy 
Honorable Joseph D. Early 
Honorable Silvio 0. Conte 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Patricia L. Weslox-rski 
Executive Director, Massachusetts 

Historical Conmission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

NR Byers/bjr 5/15/80 
For fu r t h e r information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 


