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1. Name
historic f William RusselliXallen (Rouse

and/or common Same
2. Location

street & number 359 East Street

or HCRSuse <>"'yAAANANH
received MAR 3| jogQ

date entered

not for publication

city, town Pittsfield vicinity of congressional district First
state Massachusetts code 025 county Berkshire code 003
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district A public occupied agriculture museum
X bullding(s) private X unoccupied commercial park
structure both worl< In progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object In process A yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted Industrial transportation
no military other: vacant
4. Owner of Property
nane Commonweal th of Massachusetts, Departnment of Admi nistration and Finance

street & nunber st at e House, Beacon Street

city, town Boston vicinity of

5. Location of Legal Description

state Massachusetts

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Berkshire County Registry of Deeds (Middle District)

street & number 24 Wendell Ave.

city, town Pittsfield

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets
title of the Commonwealth

date |97f .federal

depository for survey records M assachusetts Historical Commission

city, town Boston

has this property been determined elegible?

state M assachusetts

yes jc no

state county local

state  Massachusetts



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent . deteriorated X unaltered original site
good ;o HNL ruins altered noved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The W liamRussell Allen Hiaseislocated on East Street indow town Pittsfield, three
bl ocks east of the Court Square Historic District (I\F?. Wen constructed, it occupied
an anple one acre lot inthecity's finest residential neighborhood. Today it is flank-
ed by former hospital buildings which were constructedinthe early twentieth century.
It isone of the few remaining structures which reflect the area's el egant residential
character of the late nineteenth century.

The Queen Anne style Allen House i s asymmetrical inboth planand elevation. | tis tw
and one-half stories i nheight and i s enclosed by a conpl ex pitched roof which is pierced near
its center bY a si ncﬁl e chimmey stack. It's basenent i s constructedof rock faced granite
bl ocks, the tirst floor i suncoursed rock faced Qeat Barrington bl uestone and the upper
floors are covered with a conbination of pattemed wood and terra cotta shingles, specifi-
cally, a band of wooden shinglesina st ag?ered butt pattern encircles the base of the
second floor; the remainder of the second floor i s covered with wooden shingles ina
canted hexagonal pattem terra cotta tiles i nan arcaded pattem are used i nthe gables.
Addi tionally, its porch which waps around the southeast comer istrimmed with East
Longneadow sandstone and narble. Sashvaries froma /1 to anulti-pane treatment. A
continuous boxed comi ce encircles the building fom ng pedinented gables.

The facade (south) i s domnated by a projecting gabled Favi | I'ion which contains a two-
story, three sided bay. The bay contains wndows on all three faces at both the first

and second stories and i s topped by a balustradeto forma third stor?; porch. East of

the bay at the first story i s an open porch whose entrance i s approached by five granite
steps. This entry is framed by short marble col umms with sandstone plinths and carved
fol1ate capitals. The entrance to the house i s approxi mately eight feet behind this frane.
At the second story the bay is flanked by square nultipaned windows. At the third story
a pair of doors flanked by square nulti-paned w ndows opens onto the roof of the bay.

The east elevation isdomnated by a gabled pavillion at its northem end. This gable
contains an open porch and two w ndows at the second story and a bank of three w ndows

and two doors flanked by pattemed stucco panels inthe gable. The southemend of this

el evation consistsof an open flat roofed porch at the first story and a blank wal | pierced
by a single nulti-paned w ndowat the second story.

The nost promnent feature of the north elevation isatw story wood frane ell project-
ing slightly west of center; a one story granite and sandstone structureis attachedto
the ell. A shed roofed addition obscures the first story east of the ell.

The major feature of the west elevationisatripartite oriel containing |eaded glass

w ndows with art glass transons. |t has tw wndows at the second story and surrnount-
ed by a cross gable containing a bank of threew ndows. Fenestration of the first floor
fromnorth to south consistsof a conventional rectangritar w ndow two square w ndows
beneath the oriel and a round arched w ndows containing |eaded gl ass.



8. Significance

Peri od Areas of Significance—€heck and justify bel ow
prehistoric archeol ogy- prehi storic comuni ty pl anning | andscape architecture religion
1400- 1499 ar cheol ogy- hi storic conservation | aw sci ence
1500- 1599 agriculture econom cs literature scul pture
1600- 1699 architecture educati on . mlitary soci al /
1700- 1799 art engi neering misi ¢ hunani tari an
1800- 1899 conmer ce ° "N expl oration/ settl ement phi | osophy t heat er
1900- cormuni cati ons i ndustry pol i ti cs/ gover nment transportation
i nvention ot her (specify)
Specific dates 886 Bui | der/ Architect o N AAAAAA

St at ement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The WIliamRussell Allen Huse possesses integrity of location, desi Pn, materials, and
wor kmanshi p and associ ations wi th promnent |ocal persons. Additiona lK it isthe finest
exanpl e of Queen Anne design i nPittsfield and one of the finest in Berkshire County.

W liam Russell Al'lenwas the grandson of Thonas Allen, ||1 who had given the town the
Berkshire Athenauem (locatedi n Park Square National Register Historic District)the
decade before. Allenwas also the great grandson of Thonas Al len, the "Fighting Parson"

of Revolutionary Vér fane. Even the [and onwhich he built his newhone, A though
bought fromthe estate of Dr. John Brewster, was part of the ancestrial lands of his
grandfather. Beyond his fam |y connections, W IIiamAllen distinguished himself as the
owner of the Allen Farm(in the eastempart of Pittsfield) where he raised horses on
his 1250 acres. At the time of his death in 1916, Allen had raised and sol d over 1,000
bl ooded horses, including the fanous stallion "Kremin" \Aiowas at onetinme the fastest -.
horse inthe United States. Allenbrought a revolutionary idea to the Berkshires - that
of raising fast horses inacoldclimte. By the 1890's Pittsfield was enjoying a rep-
utation, not only for stock farms, but for horse racing. Mch of this interest can be
traced to Allen"s innovative idea.

The WIliamAllenHbuse is the finest exanpl e of the Queen Anne style extant in Pittsfield
and one of the nost iirportant exanples i n Berkshire County. The stJI_e expressed inits
asymmetrical plan and nassing, andinthe variety of materials used i nconstruction to
produce contrasts i ntexture andcolor. The extensive useof terra cotta tiles which

IS nﬁore coomon i nthe English interpretation of the Queen Anne i s particularly note-

wor t hy.

Its architect was H Neill WIson, formerly of Cincinnati, Chio, whose father, Janges
Wlson, was a renowied authority on Gothic architecture. Wlson first caneto Pittsfield
to superintend the building of the All en House, and stayed on. This then, isthe first

| ocal work by an architect who was subsequently to becone one of the nost promnent and
influential of Berkshire County architects inthe |ate 19th century and early 20th cen-
tury, designing buildings such as Shadowbrook, (1892-94), the Wndell Hotel, (1898), the
Red Lion Inn, Berkshire Place, andthe town hall and|ibrary conplex i n Dalton.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Al'len, Orrin Deer, TheAllen Menorial, 1970, p. 168.
"Pittsfield Sun", January 8, 1885, February 5, 1885, June 18, 1885,
"Berkshire Eagle", Septenber 13, 1916, July 7, 1926.

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property less than one acre /\ WQ[ mm
Pittsfield East atlrang cal 1= 24000

Quadrangle name
UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification
Pl ease refer t otheattached map. Theboundaries areconfined t ot heinmediate environs
of thehouse asi ti sflanked oneither side by |arge modenn structuregd-'..-.*!» -t

List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state code county code
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Di ane Nel son

nane/title Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator Pittsfield Historical Gonm
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date January 1980

dreet & num>e 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470

city or town Boston state Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the stateis:

national State local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for Inclusion Inthe National Register and certify that It has been evaluated
according tothe criteria and procedures set forth 59\the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion jjgy

For HCRS use only
| hereby certify that this property isincluded inthe National Register

/1P

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: M~ _JIldUjyL

Chief of negistfation—

GPO 936 835






State Y, , [/, VWrking Nunber” N

TECHNICAL CONTROL
Photos Z 1 v/
Mas N A\

G KAAA&. BAIUXEIMn I fi arMtctuAN A~ A A N axat/e < QAJULYKIIN (HMecuxijec;"HISTORIAN

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN

ARCHEOLOGIST

OTHER

HAER

Inventory

Review

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF

BRANCH CHIEF

KEEPER

National Register Wite-up Send- back Entered

MW 7 18
Federal Register Entry Re- submt
Lhited States Departnent of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service






























ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER
STATE ~ MASSACHUSETTS
7 'W

Date Entered

Nare L ocation

Famum, Coronet John, House Uxbri dge
Worcester County

Allen, WIliam Russell, House Pittsfield
Berkshire County

Also Notified

Honor abl e Paul Tsongas

Honorabl e Edward H Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Joseph D Early Ms. Patricia L. \slox-rski
Honorable Silvio 0. Conte Executive Director, Massachusetts

Hi storical Conm ssion
294 Washi ngton Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

N\R Byers/bjr 5/ 15/ 80
For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



