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The Chestnut St. D i s t r i c t i s a predominantly r e s i d e n t i a l area comprising 
approximately f o r t y - f i v e (45) acres i n the western p a r t of Salem. I t con­
t a i n s over three hundred (300) b u i l d i n g s d a t i n g from the seventeenth through 
the e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r i e s and designed i n a range o f s t y l e s i n c l u d i n g 
S o l o n i a l , Georgian, Federal, Adamescjue Federal, Greek Re v i v a l , Gothiq; Rev i v a l , 
I t a l i a n a t e , and C o l o n i a l Revival. The most important s t r e e t s i n the d i s t r i c t 
are those running east and west: Federal St., Essex St., Chestnut St., and 
par t s of Broad St. I t i s on these f o u r s t r e e t s t h a t the f i n e s t a r c h i t e c t u r e 
and most h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t b u i l d i n g s appear. 

Broad S t r e e t i s one of the o l d e s t highways i n Salem. The m a j o r i t y of houses 
on t h i s s t r e e t are l a r g e , eighteenth century, two and h s t o r y gambrel roof 
s t r u c t u r e s and are ge n e r a l l y sheathed w i t h clapboards. Much of the block 
on the n o r t h side between Cambridge and P i c k e r i n g Streets i s devoted t o the 
Pic k e r i n g House and grounds. The o r i g i n a l house dates from 1651 and was 
added t o a t various times u n t i l the present appearance, the r e s u l t of an 
1841 Gothic Revival remodelling, was achieved. The seventeenth century 
double gabled facade i s s t i l l i n evidence and much romanticized by nineteenth 
century a d d i t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g p r o j e c t i n g eaves and window cornices, "Gothic" 
r o o f pinnacles, and outwork wooden balcony over the doorway. A fence and 
s t a b l e , both i n d e t a i l e d Gothic Revival s t y l e , and an o l d English buckthorn 
hedge complete the grounds. 

The south side of Broad St. contains three b u i l d i n g s , a l l o r i g i n a l l y p u b l i c 
schools, and the Broad St. Cemetery. The School A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g 
(1854, o r i g i n a l l y the Salem Normal School) and the Health Center (1856 and 
1871, o r i g i n a l l y Salem High School) f l a n k the O l i v e r School,'a two-story, 
h i p roof Federal s t r u c t u r e b u i l t i n 1818 t o house the L a t i n School. This 
b u i l d i n g has many f i n e Federal p e r i o d det:ails i n i t s facade, i n c l u d i n g b l i n d 
arcaded windows, ap p l i e d wooden p i l a s t e r s , a second s t o r y sandstone b e l t 
course, and a wooden m o d i l l i o n e d cornice. Behind t h i s b u i l d i n g complex, 
the Broad St. Cemetery, d a t i n g as e a r l y as 1655, contains the tombs of many 
famous Salem c i t i z e n s , i n c l u d i n g . Col. Timothy P i c k e r i n g , Capt. Johnathan 
Haraden, Reverend Thomas Barnard, and Jerethmiel Pierce. 

Chestnut S t r e e t was l a i d out i n 1796. I t s broad, e i g h t y f o o t w i d t h makes 
The houses of 

They are 
i t one of the most conspicuous s t r e e t s i n the d i s t r i c t 
Chestnut St. are s u b s t a n t i a l i n size and o f t e n of mansion class 
set close t o or f l u s h w i t h the s t r e e t and o f t e n have large rear grounds 
w i t h gardens and, i n many cases, p e r i o d o u t b u i l d i n g s . The p r e v a i l i n g s t y l e 
i s Federal, w i t h nineteen s t r u c t u r e s d a t i n g from the f i r s t three decades of 
the nineteenth century. This s t y l e i s t y p i f i e d by the t h r e e - s t o r y , f i v e -
bay, b r i c k or clapboard house w i t h c e n t r a l entrance, shallow h i p - r o o f , 
p a i r e d end chiitineys, and o f t e n i n c l u d i n g f i n e Adamesque d e t a i l i n the door, 
window and cornice t r i m . E x c e p t i o n a l l y f i n e mansions of t h i s class are 
nos. 8 (1805 and 1825-1830), 10 (1808), 12 (1805, M c l n t i r e , a r c h . ) , 19 
(1805) 26 (1826), 27 (1819, Jabez Smith, b l d r . ) , 29 (1822, David Lord, 
b l d r . ) , 34 (1824), 37 (1816, Jabez Smith, b l d r . ) , and 39 (1805). V a r i a t i o n s 
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of the Federal vernacular e x i s t i n the double houses a t nos. 2and 4, 
21 and 23, 41 and 43, and i n the t r i p l e house row a t nos. 31-35. Hamilton 
H a l l (1805, M c l n t i r e ) i s perhaps the best known Federal s t r u c t u r e on 
Chestnut St. and i s an NHL. 

The remaining t h i r t e e n houses on t h i s s t r e e t comprise various s t y l e s : seven 
are Greek R e v i v a l , four are I t a l i a n a t e , and two are C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l . The 
Greek Revival Lee Mansion (no. 14, 1835), w i t h i t s monumental I o n i c p i l a s ­
t e r s framing a f l u s h board temple f r o n t , i s one of the most v i s u a l l y impres­
sive houses i n the d i s t r i c t . A double b r i c k house a t nos. 38-40 (1846) 
w i t h t r i p l e sash p a r l o r windows and I o n i c p o r t i c o e s , i s a simple but elegant 
l a t e Greek Revival b u i l d i n g . Also on Chestnut St., a t nos. 30 and 48, are 
an 1896 C o l o n i a l Revival i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the Pierce-Nichols House and a 
1909 r e p l i c a of the Georgian-style Derby House. 

Essex S t r e e t was known as the "Great S t r e e t leading through town" before 
i t received i t s present name i n 1796. Like Chestnut St. i t i s wide, and 
though not as homogeneous or c o n s i s t e n t i n i t s a r c h i t e c t u r e as the l a t t e r 
s t r e e t , i t s b u i l d i n g s span a much greater time p e r i o d and include very 
important s t r u c t u r e s from the seventeenth through the nineteenth c e n t u r i e s . 

On the N.W. corner of Essex and Summer Streets i s the'Witch House',' b u i l t 
before 1674 and r e s t o r e d a f t e r WW I I . I t i s a large wooden house e x h i b i t i n g 
many of the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of seventeenth century New England a r c h i t e c t u r e : 
t r i p l e - g a b l e d facade w i t h framed overhangs i n the second and t h i r d s t o r i e s , 
decorative pendant drops, diamond mullioned casements, and a c l u s t e r column 
c e n t r a l chimney. 

The mid-eighteenth century houses of Essex St. are t y p i c a l of the siibstan-
t i a l homes of Salem's pre-Revolutionary merchants and sea captains. They 
are most o f t e n clapboarded, five-bay wide, gambrel r o o f b u i l d i n g s w i t h 
large c e n t r a l or p a i r e d end chimneys. At no. 365, the Joseph Cabot House 
.{e* 1748) has a f i n e l y d e t a i l e d wooden facade w i t h a p i l a s t e r e d and p e d i ­
mented f r o n t entrance, d e n t i l c o r n i c e , pedimented and segmental dormer caps, 
and r u s t i c a t e d wooden quoins framing the facade. The Ropes Mansion (1719), 
a t no. 318, i s another of the l a r g e , gambrel r o o f mansions on t h i s s t r e e t 
and has an old-fashioned garden i n the rear grounds. Other i i r p o r t a n t 
eighteenth century houses of t h i s type are nos. 374 (n.d.), 358 (c. 1750), 
and 312 (n.d.). 

Federal mansions of a scale and elegance equal t o those of Chestnut St. 
appear a t no. 328 Essex St. (c. 1805) which also has one of the f i n e s t sur­
v i v i n g Federal carriage houses i n Salem; and a t no. 380, the Joseph Sprague 
House (1807, M c l n t i r e a r c h . ) , a b r i c k s t r u c t u r e w i t h f l a r e d window l i n t e l s , 
a d e l i c a t e I o n i c p o r t i c o , and an o r i g i n a l s u r v i v i n g roof balustrade. This 
house also r e t a i n s a p e r i o d s t a b l e . Nos. 346, 361, 364, and 358 are a l l 
s u b s t a n t i a l houses designed i n the Federal s t y l e . At no. 391, Eaton's 
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The Chestnut St. D i s t r i c t i s one of the f i n e s t a r c h i t e c t u r a l d i s t r i c t s 
i n America as w e l l as a monument t o the mercantile and maritime ascendency 
of Salem i n the eighteenth and e a r l y nineteenth c e n t u r i e s . Of surpassing 
importance are the range, q u a l i t y , and number of houses t h a t have sur­
v i v e d . W i t h i n i t s bounds are s i g n i f i c a n t domestic examples spanning 
two hundred f i f t y years of American a r c h i t e c t u r a l design. 

The e a r l i e s t houses i n the d i s t r i c t are the Pi c k e r i n g House (1651) and the 
"Witch House" (c. 1674). The P i c k e r i n g House, b u i l t by John P i ^ e r i n g , 
and occupied by ten generations o f the P i c k e r i n g f a m i l y , i s one of the 
ol d e s t b u i l d i n g s i n continuous f a m i l y ownership i n the United States. 
Col. Timothy P i c k e r i n g was a n a t i o n a l f i g u r e i n the e a r l y days of the 
Republic, serving as Secretary of State and Secretary o f War under Wash­
in g t o n , and Secretary of State and Secretary of the Navy under John Adams. 
His son, John, was a noted scholar. Ambassador t o Portug a l , and one of 
the p r i n c i p a l developers of Salem i n the Federal p e r i o d . At the other 
end of the d i s t r i c t , the "Witch House" i s a re s t o r e d example of a seven-
teenth century NeV England Great House". I t was owned during the Salem 
Witch Hysteria by one of the infamous t r i a l judges, Johnathan CcD^in, and 
i s now administered as an h i s t o r i c house museum by the Salem Park Dept. 

The money t h a t b u i l t the s u b s t a n t i a l houses and mansions of the succeeding 
decades was the product of Salem's maritime t r a d e , w i t h the West Indies 
i n the eighteenth century, and w i t h the East I n d i e s , China, and the P a c i f i c 
Coast of North America from the 1780's through the 1850's. By the time 
Salem's maritime primacy had declined (due t o ever-increasing vessel 
sizes and the shallow Salem h a r b o r ) , the commercial and c u l t u r a l expansion 
which the p o r t had undergone i n the previous one hundred f i f t y years 
l e f t a l a s t i n g impression i n the form of a r c h i t e c t u r e . I t i s the s t y l e s 
from t h i s g r e a t e s t p e r i o d of a r c h i t e c t u r a l development, the Georgian, 
Federal, and Adamesque Federal modes, which predominate and e s t a b l i s h the 
area's character. 

A f i n e example of Salem's Georgian a r c h i t e c t u r e i s the Joseph Cabot House 
(c. 1748) at no. 365 Essex St., p o s s i b l y designed by an Englishman, and at 
one time the home of Wm. C. E n d i c o t t , Secretary of War under Cleveland. 
The Ropes Mansion (1719) a t no. 318 Essex St. was once the home of the 
prominent Tory, Judge Ropes. I t was one o f the f i r s t c o l o n i a l house 
museums i n the country when i t was opened t o the p u b l i c i n 1907. The 
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Drug Store i s a two s t o r y p i t c h e d r o o f b u i l d i n g , d a t i n g from 1826 and 
b u i l t of b r i c k w i t h stone l i n t e l s . 

Essex St. also contains the best nineteenth century s t r u c t u r e s i n the 
d i s t r i c t . At no. 316 i s the g r a n i t e Gothic s t y l e F i r s t Church (1835-1836, 
G. J. F. Bryant, a r c h . ) . The Public L i b r a r y , completed i n 1855 from designs 
of Wm C. Poster i s at no. 370. A group of imposing and h i g h l y ornamented 
e c c l e c t i c r e v i v a l hoises of the second h a l f of the nineteenth century are: 
the American Legion B u i l d i n g , no. 329; the double houses a t nos. 331-333 and 
350-352; and the s i n g l e dwellings a t nos. 348, 355, and 360. The Salem 
Athenaeum, a 1906 Federal Revival b u i l d i n g , and the Late Gothic Revival 
s t y l e Grace Church (1926) are two of the l a t e s t s t r u c t u r e s on the s t r e e t . 

Federal S t r e e t , l a i d out i n 1766, i s predominantly b u i l t up w i t h l a t e 
eighteenth and e a r l y nineteenth century s t r u c t u r e s . Like other major s t r e e t s 
i n the d i s t r i c t . Federal St. contains many houses of generous propo r t i o n s 
and f i n e a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l . Three prominant houses on t h i s s t r e e t were 
designed by Samuel M c l n t i r e . The Pierce-Nichols House (1780) a t no. 80 i s 
an NHL; the Assembly House (1782 and 1796) at no.138, i s two s t o r i e s , d i v i d ­
ed by a mi d - l e v e l course which supports i t s most notable f e a t u r e , p a i r e d 
I o n i c p i l a s t e r s capped w i t h a broad pediment; the Cook-Oliver House (1802-
1803) a t no. 142, has a d e l i c a t e l y d e t a i l e d Adamesque facade, o r i g i n a l 
M c l n t i r e carved fence, and o l d gardens w i t h f r u i t t r e e s , boxwood, fl o w e r s , 
and a grapery. 

The s t r e e t s running n o r t h and south are narrower and shorter than the main 
s t r e e t s , and t h e i r a r c h i t e c t u r e i s g e n e r a l l y more modest; but they are 
remarkable f o r t h e i r consistent d i s p l a y of seventeenth, eighteenth, and 
nineteenth century b u i l d i n g s t y l e s , w i t h very few modern b u i l d i n g i n t r u ­
sions. Notable houses on these s t r e e t s are no. 5 Carpenter St. (c. 1807), 
a t h r e e - s t o r y b r i c k Federal mansion w i t h i t s o r i g i n a l fence; no. 14 
Beckford St. (n.d.), a well-preserved seventeenth century house w i t h a 
prominent c e n t r a l chimney; no. 1 Cambridge St. (n.d.), w i t h eighteenth cen­
t u r y p a n e l l i n g and M c l n t i r e type mantels; and, no. 14 Cambridge St. (1806-
1807), designed by M c l n t i r e and r e t a i n i n a a l l i t s o r i g i n a l e x t e r i o r d e t a i l s 
i n t a c t . 

m 1 
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Ropes Houses epitomize the Georgian i n f l u e n c e on Salem's pre-
r e v o l u t i o n a r y a r c h i t e c t u r e and are the f i n e s t examples of the two-story plus 
gambrel r o o f house, which type e x i s t s i n over f i f t y examples i n the d i s t r i c t . 

A f t e r the Revolution, Salem's merchants made t h i s community the most impor­
t a n t American p o r t i n the newly i n i t i a t e d Far East t r a d e . The f a n t a s t i c 
wealth accruing from t h i s trade spurred a perio d of unprecedented development 
l a s t i n g over f o r t y years. During t h i s time a number of master b u i l d e r s 
created the s o p h i s t i c a t e d Federal masterpieces t h a t r e c a l l the domestic works 
of B u l f i n c h i n Boston, and influenced a r c h i t e c t u r e of the p e r i o d throughout 
New England. The coming together of merchant and a r t i s a n t o produce these 
b u i l d i n g s represents one of the f i r s t major instances i n America of the a r t i s t -
patron r e l a t i o n s h i p as i t had e x i s t e d i n Europe since the Renaissance. This 
union of commerce and a r t s i g n a l l e d the beginning of the end of America's 
p r o v i n c i a l a e s t h e t i c . Per ley Put;yam, Jabez Smith, and David Lord were the 
master b u i l d e r s working i n the Salem d i s t r i c t a t t h i s time; but the f i n e s t 
productions were those of the master b u i l d e r , carver and a r c h i t e c t , Samuel 
M c l n t i r e (1757-1811). Between 1782 and 1811 he created a series of great 
residences and p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s , o f t e n ornamented on the i n t e r i o r and e x t e r ­
i o r w i t h h i s m a s t e r f u l c a r v i n g , and many of which remain i n the Chestnut St. 
D i s t r i c t . 

Chestnut St., i t s e l f , i s the f i n e s t s t r e e t i n the d i s t r i c t and po s s i b l y the 
best Federal period s t r e e t i n America. M c l n t i r e designed two b u i l d i n g here, 
Hamilton H a l l (1805-1807), an NHL, and the Hodges ^ouse (1805) at no. 12, 
but the f i n e d e t a i l i n g and consistency of e x c e l l e n t design i n the remaining 
seventeen (17) Federal p e r i o d houses on t h i s s t r e e t leaves l i t t l e doubt t h a t 
they are the work of master b u i l d e r s , as w e l l . Chestnut Street's broad, 
elm-bordered layout enhances i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l character and speaks f o r the 
importance of the Salem c i t i z e n s who l i v e d t h e r e . C i t y mayors, General Court 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . Congressmen, diplomats, l i t e r a t i , and r i c h merchants were 
among the s t r e e t ' s r e s i d e n t s . S p e c i f i c notables included: the S a l t o n s t a l l s , 
N a t haniel, the f i r s t mayor of Salem and a U.S. Congressman, and Lev e r e t t , 
(nos. 43 and 41); Nathaniel Silsbee, noted merchant, U.S. Congressman, and 
Senator, (no.31); Stephen H. P h i l l i p s , Sec. of Foreign A f f a i r s of the Kingdom 
of Hawaii, (no. 17), E l i z a b e t h Elk'ins Sanders, poetess, (no. 39); and 
Nathaniel Hawthorne, the famous Salem author, (no. 18). A l l of Chestnut St. 
i s a l o c a l h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . 

Essex and Federal Streets were also fashionable and b u i l t up w i t h f i n e Federal 
p e r i o d mansions. M c l n t i r e ' s Pierce-Nichols House (1782) on Federal St., was . 
his f i r s t domestic commission. I t i s now an NHL. Dating from the same year 
(1782), but remodelled by f ' c l n t i r e as a residence i n 1796, i s the Assembly 
House. While a meeting h a l l , both Washington and Lafayette were e n t e r t a i n e d 
here. I n the 1796 remodelling, M c l n t i r e used matched boarding f o r the facade, 
and so employed a common Greek Revival sheathing mode t h i r t y years before i t 
came i n t o general use. I n a l l , ten houses i n the d i s t r i c t have been a t t r i b u ­
ted t o M c l n t i r e , and many more show h i s i n f l u e n c e . 
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The Chestnut St. D i s t r i c t also contains s i g n i f i c a n t s t r u c t u r e s of the l a t e r 
n ineteenth and e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r i e s . The F i r s t U n i t a r i a n Church (1833-
1836) at no., 316 Essex St. was designed by the p r o l i f i c Boston a r c h i t e c t , 
G r i d l e y Br^6nt, and belongs t o a wholly New England idiom w i t h i t s large 
g r a n i t e ashlar w a l l s and g i g a n t i c i z e d Gothic d e t a i l i n g confined t o a r i g o r ­
ously symmetrical plan. The b u i l d i n g was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t f o r the North 
Church and the grounds contain the remains of the eighteenth century Bowditch 
house garden. The Public L i b r a r y (1855), designed by Joseph C. Foster and 
o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t as a residence, i s the f i n e s t example of e a r l y I t a l i a n a t e 
a r c h i t e c t u r e i n the d i s t r i c t . I t s s c u l p t u r a l q u a l i t y i s created through the 
co n t r a s t of smooth pressed b r i c k w a l l s and carved brownstone t r i m . Of equal 
importance are a series of I t a l i a n a t e houses on Essex St., nos. 329, 331-333, 
355, 360, and 396, d a t i n g from the 1870's. They are reminiscent of l a t e 
eighteenth century Salem a r c h i t e c t u r e i n t h e i r four-square and symmetrical 
compositions, and i n the use of such Georgian m o t i f s as hipped r o o f s , pediment* 
ed and segmental window caps on facades and dormers, p i l a s t e r e d and pedimented 
entrances, as w e l l as d e n t i l s i n window and roo f cornices. The American 
Legion Post a t no. 329 ,Essex St. i s an example which, though d e f i n i t e l y 
V i c t o r i a n - I t a l i a n a t e , draws i t s i n s p i r a t i o n from the Pierce-Nichols House. 
These houses are some of the e a r l i e s t examples i n the country t o show 
s t y l i s t i c i n t e r e s t i n the eighteenth century and are precursors of the 
C o l o n i a l Revival s t y l e s of the 1880-1910 p e r i o d . 
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The Chestnut St. 
the f o l l o w i n g manner: 

Page 4. 

D i s t r i c t includes the property bounded and defined i n 

S t a r t i n g at the i n t e r s e c t i o n of the mi d l i n e of Summer St. and the extend­
ed southern l o t l i n e of the Broad St. Cemetery: 

Thence running n o r t h e r l y along the m i d l i n e of Summer St., crossing Federal 
St.; 

Thence running westerly along the back l o t l i n e s of p r o p e r t i e s f r o n t i n g on 
the n o r t h side of Federal St. t o no. 102 Federal St.; 

Thence running s o u t h e r l y along the western l o t l i n e o f no. 102 Federal St. 
to the northern l o t l i n e of no. 28 Beckford St.; 

Thence running westerly along the northern l o t l i n e of no. 28 Beckford St. 
crossing Beckford St., and f o l l o w i n g the back l o t l i n e s of the p r o p e r t i e s 
f r o n t i n g on the n o r t h side of Andover St., extended t o the m i d l i n e of Lynn St.; 

Thence running s o u t h e r l y along the m i d l i n e of Lynn St. t o the extension of 
the common l o t l i n e between nos. 3 and 7 Lynn St.; 

Thence running westerly along said common l o t l i n e t o the back l o t l i n e of 
no. 7 Lynn St.; 

Thence running n o r t h e r l y along the back l o t l i n e s of nos. 7 and 9 Lynn St. 
and touching the back l o t l i n e of nos. 128-130 Federal St.; 

Thence running westerly along the back l o t l i n e of nos. 128-130 Federal 
St. t o the westerly l o t l i n e of said property; 

Thence running s o u t h e r l y along the western l o t l i n e of nos. 128-130 
Federal St. t o the northern l o t l i n e of no. 8 Carpenter St.; 

Thence running westerly along the northern l o t l i n e of no. 8 Carpenter St, 
crossing Carpenter St., and co n t i n u i n g along the northern l o t l i n e of no., 5 
Carpenter St., and f o l l o w i n g the back l o t l i n e s of the p r o p e r t i e s f r o n t i n g on 
the n o r t h side of Federal St., extended t o the m i d l i n e of F l i n t St.; 

Thence running s o u t h e r l y along the m i d l i n e of F l i n t St. t o the m i d l i n e of 
Essex St.; 

Thence running westerly along the mi d l i n e of Essex St. t o the western l o t 
l i n e no. 391 Essex St., extended; 

Thence running s o u t h e r l y along the western l o t l i n e of no. 391 Essex St. 
fend c o n t i n u i n g along the back l o t l i n e s of houses f a c i n g on the west side of 
F l i n t St., extended t o the mi d l i n e of Warren St.; 

Thence running e a s t e r l y along the m i d l i n e of Waren St. t o the midline of 
Picke r i n g St.; 

Thence running s o u t h e r l y along the m i d l i n e of Pi c k e r i n g St. t o the mid­
l i n e of Broad St.; 

Thence running e a s t e r l y along the m i d l i n e of Broad St. to the extension 
of the m i d l i n e of Winthrop St.; 

Thence running s o u t h e r l y along the m i d l i n e of Winthrop St. t o the exten­
sion of the southern boundary of the Broad St. Cemetery; 

Thence running e a s t e r l y along said boundary, extended t o the midline of 
Summer St., the p o i n t of beginning. 
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CHESTNUT 

SALEM, 

STREET DISTRICT 

MASSACHUSETTS 

1. No. 1 ̂ Broad St • t School Ad. Bldg. 28. No. 328 Essex St., Loring House 
2. No. 3 '" I I 

t O l i v e r School 29. No. 329 I I 

3. No.' 5 ; I I 
f Old High School 30. No. 331 -333 " 

4. No. 18 " It 
r P i c k e r i n g House 31. No. 337 I I I I 1 Salem Atheneum 

5. Broad S t r e e t Cemetery 32. No. 346 I I 

6. No. 2-4 Chestnut St. 33. No. 348 11 " 
7. No. 8 I I 34. No. 350 -352 " " 
8; No. 9 • " ", Hamilton H a l l 35. No. 355 I I " 
9. No. 10 " I I 36. No. 358 I I 

10 . No. 12 '" I t 37. No. 360 I I 

11 . No. 14 " I I 38. No. 361 I I " 
12 . No. 19 " II 39. No. 364 I I 

13 . No. 21-23 " I I 40. No. 365 11 Joseph Cabot House 
14 . No. 27 ," I I 41. No. 370 I I " 
15 . No. 29'^" I I 42. No. 374 11 

16 . No. 30 V 43. No. 380 11 
r Sprague House 

17 . No. 31-35 " I I 44. No. 385 I I " 
18 . No. 34 " I I 45. No. 385 I I Grace Church 
19 . No. 37 "' •1 46. No. 391 I I " 
20 . No. 38-40 " I I 47. No. 80 Federal St. , Pierce-Nichols House 
21 . No. 39 " I I 48. No. 138 Federal St. , Assembly House 
22 . No. 41-43 " I I 49.' No. 142 Federal St. , Cook-Oliver House 
23 . No. 48 " 

f 

I I 50. No. 5 Carpenter St. 
24 . No . 310 Essex St ., Witch House 51. No. 14 Beckford St. 
25 . No. 312 " I I 52. No. 1 Cambridge St. , Capt. Thos. Mason House 
26 . No. 1 , F i r s t Church 53. No. 14 Cambridge St ., Thos. Butman House 
27 . No. 318 " I I , Ropes Mansion 
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o f f i c e for c l a r i f i c a t i o n of the information indicated below. 

1. Name. . . 

JUL 2 7 RK'D 2. Location. 

3. Classi f i c a t i o n , 

4. Owner of Property. 

5. Location of Legal Description. 

6. Representation i n Existing Surveys 

7. Description. 

8. Statement of Significance. 
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1. NAME 
C O M M O N 

C h e s t n u t S t r e e t D i s t r i c t 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C 

Same 

NUMERIC CODE (A'algned by NPS) 

2. LOCATION 
S T A T E 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
C O U N T Y 

Essex 
T O W N 

Salem 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

3. MAP REFERENCE 
S O U R C E 

Salem P l a n i m e t r i c S u r v e y 
D A T E 

1965 

S C A L E 

1:1200 

REQUIREMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED. AND NORTH ARROW 
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1. NAME 
C O M M O N 

C h e s t n u t S t r e e t D i s t r i c t 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C 

Same 

NUMERIC CODE (A»slgne<l by NPS) ' 

AUG 2 R m , 
2. LOCATION 
S T A T E 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

C O U N T Y 

E s s e x C o u n t y 

T O W N 

S a l e m 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

3. MAP REFERENCE 
S O U R C E 

U.S.G.S. lh' 
Q u a d r a n g l e Map S a l e m , M a . 

D A T E 

1 9 7 0 

S C A L E 

1 : 2 4 , 0 0 0 

REQUIREMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED, AND NORTH ARROW 
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40 Beacon Street (617) 727-8470 

August 15, 1973 

National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N. W. 
Washington, D, C. 20240 

Attention: Jerry Rogers 

^'^^9,0 1973 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER . 

CERTIFIED MAIL 

Dear Jerry: 

We are resubmitting the National Register nomination form for the 
Chestnut Street D i s t r i c t . Enclosed please f i n d the form and map 
with the l a t i t u d e corrected as per your suggestion. Unfortunately 
we are not able to supply additional photographs at t h i s time; 
however, i f at some time you should need more visual documentation 
for publication or other purposes, we w i l l make an especial e f f o r t 
to secure them for you. 

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth R. Amadon 
State Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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Hon. Edvard M. Kennedy 
Hon. Edward W. Brodke 
Ron. Michael J. Harrington 

Director, Northeast Region 

in 

State Historle Preservation Officer 
Hon. John F. X. Davoren 
Secretary of the Coiamonwealth 
Cbairsuui, l̂aLSsaehuaetts iilstorleaJl 

40 Beacon Street 
iioston, liASsachusetts 92108 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION 

Chestnut Street D i s t r i c t PROPERTY 
NAME : 

MULTIPLE 
NAME : 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Essex 

DATE RECEIVED: 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST 

4/28/11 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 6/13/11 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 73 0 0 0312 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 5 0 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST-: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

_ACCEPT RETURN REJECT 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

f / DATE 

Additional Documentation Approved 

RECOM./CRIJER 

REVIEWER 

TELEPHONE 

DISCIPLINE  

DATE (p • L 5 ' ̂  / 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 

I f a nomination i s returned t o the nominating a u t h o r i t y , the 
nomination i s no longer under con s i d e r a t i o n by the NPS. 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places ^ ? 2L. 
Continuation Sheet Pickering House (Chestnut Street HD) 

Salem (Essex), MA  
Section number 2009 supplemental information Page 1 

Re-evaluation of construction date due to dendrochronology 

As a result of the dendrochronology testing of the Pickering House in 2007,more information has 
been obtained about the possible construction dates. Michael Surrey, Dr. Ed Cook, and Paul 
Krusic of the LDEO Dendrochronology Lab at Columbia University, New York did the sampling 
and testing. A total of eight samples were taken from seven timbers. Of these samples six were 
taken from the first phase of the structure. Samples were taken from transverse summer beam, 
two storey posts, a tie beam, a sleeper, and a rafter reused in the lean-to. The seventh sample was 
taken from the cellar of the western parlor extension. The felling dates of the first six samples was 
determined to in winter 1663/4. The last two sampled felling dates were 1681/2. The samples 
from the Pickering house were correlated to the samples from the The House of seven Gables and 
Narbonne House, in, Salem. Research was able to conclude that the core of the present Pickering 
House was constructed in 1664 or shortly afterwards. Thus making this house the third oldest in 
New England to be scientifically dated. 

The full results of the analysis are presented in: D. W. H. Miles FSA, Anne A. Grady, and M. J. 
Worthington, The Tree Dating of the Pickering House, 18 Broad Street, Salem, Massachusetts. 
The report is on file at the Massachusetts Historical Commission. 

A note on dendrochronology dating 

In recent years tree-ring chronologies have been developed for eastern Massachusetts and 
adjacent regions, and a number of buildings or parts of buildings have been evaluated and given 
new construction dates due to tree-ring dating, or dendrochronology. The principle behind tree-
ring dating is a simple one: the seasonal variations in climate produce variations in growth which 
are reflected in the varying width of the annual rings of the tree. The rings in timbers from 
historical houses are compared with previously dated ring sequences from old-growth trees and 
from timber from structures with well-established dates to allow precise dates to be ascribed to 
each ring. Computer comparisons quantify how good the match is between the two. A 
dendrochronologist then analyzes the results and establishes the date the tree was felled. Some 
caution must be used in interpreting these dates to determine the construction date of a building. 
Sometimes timbers from the same construction phase of the same building have been felled one, 
two or more years apart. However, it was common practice to build timber-framed structures with 
green or unseasoned timber, and it is likely that construction was completed within twelve or 
eighteen months from the felling date. 

(end) 



April 19, 2011 

The Commonwealth of Massaehusetts 
William Francis Galviii, Secretary ofthe Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

RECEIVED 22m 

APR 2 8 ZOl 

W m i PARK SFRVipc' 

Mr. J. Paul Loether 
National Park Service 
National Register of Historic Places 
1201 Eye Street NW, 8''' floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

Enclosed please find supplementary information for 34 properties previously listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places, reflecting recent scholarship regarding their dates of 
construction, based upon dendrochronological techniques. 

These properties include: 

Boston (Suffolk County): 

James Blake House (NRIND, 5/1/74) 
Pierce House (NRIND, 4/26/74) 

Cambridge (Middlesex County): 

Cooper-Frost-Austin House (NRIND 9/22/72) 

Dedham (Norfolk County): 

Fairbanks House (NRIND, NHL, 10/15/66) 

Deerfield (Franklin County): 
All properties are located within the Old Deerfield Village HD (NRDIS, NHL 10/15/66) 

Allen House (MHC # 20) 
John Ashley House (MHC #31) 
Eldad Bardwell House (MHC #23) 
Bull-Williams House (MHC #47) 
Childs House (MHC #53) 
Frary House (MHC #13) 
Eliezer Hawks House (MHC #58) 
Hinsdell-Williams House (MHC # 24) 
Jonathan Hoit House (MHC # 9) 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston. Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470 • Fax: (6 I 7) 727-5 1 28 

www. sec, state, ina.us/mhc 



Little Brown House (MHC #79) 
Moors House (MHC #39) 
Nims House (MHC #12) 
Russell House (MHC #49) 
Saxton House (MHC #48) 
Severance House (MHC #19) 
John Sheldon - Hawks House (MHC #32) 
Stebbins House (MHC # 36) 
John Williams House (MHC # 50) 

Essex (Essex County): 

Cogswell's Grant (NRIND 4/19/90) 

Gloucester (Essex County): 

White-EUery House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90) 
[First Period Buildings of Eastem MA, TRA] 

Ipswich (Essex County): 
Paine-Dodge House (NRIND, NRTRA, 3/9/90 
First Period Buildings of Eastem MA, TRA 

Merchant-Choate House (NRDIS, NRMRA, 9/17/80) 
[High Street HD] 

Lexington (Middlesex County): 

Hancock - Clarke House (NRIND. NHL, 7/17/71) 

Millville (Worcester County): 

Chestnut Hill Meeting House (NRIND 11/13/84) 

Newbury (Essex County): 

Tristram Coffin House (NRIND, NRDIS, 5/24/76) 
[Newbury HD] 

Salem (Essex County): 

Eleazer Gedney House (NRDIS, 10/1/74) 
[Gedney and Cox Houses HD] 

Pickering House (NRDIS 8/28/73) 
[Chestnut Street HD] 



Sandwich (Barnstable County): 

Wing Fort House (NRIND 6/3/76) 

Winthrop (Suffolk County): 

Deane Winthrop House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90) 
[First Period Buildings of Eastem MA, TRA] 

Please add the enclosed continuation sheets to the existing National Register nomination 
files. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg (J 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
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