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The Chestnut St. District i sa predomnantly residential area comprising
approximately forty-five (45)acres i nthewestern part of Salem |t con-
tains over three hundred (300) buildings dating fromthe seventeenth through
the early twentieth centuries and designed i na range of styles including
Solonial, Georgian, Federal, Adamescjue Federal, Greek Revival, Gothiqg; Revival,

Italianate, and Colonial Revival. The most important streets i nthe district
are those running east and west: Federal St., Essex St., Chestnut St., and
parts of Broad St. 1t i son these four streets that thefinest architecture

and nost historically significant buildings appear.

Broad Street i sone of theoldest highways i nSalem The majority of houses
on this street are large, eighteenth century, two and h story gambrel roof
structures and are generally sheathed with clapboards. Mch of the block

on thenorth side between Canmbridge and Pickering Streets i sdevoted to the
Pickering House and grounds. The original house dates from 1651 and was

added t o at various times until thepresent appearance, theresult of an

1841 Gothic Revival remodelling, was achieved. The seventeenth century
doubl e gabled facade i sstill i nevidence and nuch romanticized by nineteenth
century additions, including projecting eaves and wi ndow cornices, "Gothic"

roof pinnacles, and outwork wooden balcony over thedoorway. A fence and
stable, both i ndetailed Gothic Revival style, and an old English buckthorn
hedge complete t he grounds.

The south side of Broad St. contains three buildings, al loriginally public
schools, and t heBroad St. Cemetery. The School Administration Building
(1854, originally the Salem Normal School) and t he Health Center (1856 and
1871, originally Salem High School) flank theOliver School,'a two-story,
hip roof Federal structure built i n 1818 t o house thelatin School. This
building has many fine Federal period det:ails i nits facade, including blind
arcaded wi ndows, applied wooden pilasters, a second story sandstone belt
course, and a wooden modillioned cornice. Behind this building complex,
the Broad St. Cemetery, dating as early as 1655, contains thetonmbs of many
fanmbus Salemcitizens, including. Col . Timothy Pickering, Capt. Johnathan
Har aden, Reverend Thomas Barnard, and Jerethmiel Pierce.

Chestnut Street was laid out i n1796. |ts broad, eighty foot width makes
it one of thenost conspicuous streets i nthe district The houses of
Chestnut St. are substantial i nsize and often of mansion class They are
set close toor flush with thestreet and often have large rear grounds
with gardens and, i nmany cases, period outbuildings. The prevailing style
is Federal, with nineteen structures dating fromthefirst three decades of
the nineteenth century. This style i stypified by thethree-story, five-
bay, brick or clapboard house with central entrance, shallow hip-roof,
paired end chiitineys, and often including fine Adanesque detail i nthe door,
wi ndow and cornice trim  Exceptionally fine mansions of this class are
nos. 8 (1805and 1825-1830), 10 (1808), 12 (1805, Mclntire, arch.), 19
(1805) 26 (1826), 27 (1819, Jabez Smith, bldr.), 29 (1822, David Lord,
bldr.), 34 (1824), 37 (1816, Jabez Smith, bldr.), and 39 (1805). Variations
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of the Federal vernacular exist in the double houses at nos. 2and 4,

21 and 23, 41 and 43, and in the triple house row at nos. 31-35. Hami [t on
Hal | (1805, Mclntire) i s perhaps the best known Federal structure on
Chestnut St. and is an NH.

The remaining thirteen houses on this street comprise various styles: seven

are Greek Revival, four are Italianate, and two are Colonial Revival. The
Greek Revival Lee Mansion (no. 14, 1835), with it smonumental lonic pilas-
ters framng a flush board temple front, is one of the most visually impres-

sive houses in the district. A double brick house at nos. 38-40 (1846)
with triple sash parlor windows and lonic porticoes, is a simple but elegant
late Greek Revival building. Also on Chestnut St., at nos. 30 and 48, are
an 1896 Colonial Revival interpretation of the Pierce-Nichols House and a
1909 replica of the Georgian-style Derby House.

Essex Street was known as the "GCreat Street leading through town" before

it received itspresent nanme in 1796. Li ke Chestnut St. i tis wide, and
though not as honbgeneous or consistent initsarchitectureas the latter
street, itsbuildings span a nuch greater time period and include very

i mportant structures from the seventeenth through the nineteenth centuries.

O the NW corner of Essex and Surmer Streets is the'Wtch House,' built
before 1674 and restored after W |1, 't isa large wooden house exhibiting
many of the characteristics of seventeenth century New England architecture:
triple-gabled facade with framed overhangsin the second and third stories,
decorative pendant drops, dianond mullioned casements, and a cluster colum
central chimey.

The mid-eighteenth century houses of Essex St. are typical of the siibstan-
tial homes of Salem s pre-Revolutionary merchants and sea captains. They
are most often clapboarded, five-bay wide, gambrel roof buildings with
large central or paired end chimeys. At no. 365 the Joseph Cabot House
{e* 1748) has a finely detailed wooden facade with a pilastered and pedi-
mented front entrance, dentil cornice, pedimented and segmental dormer caps,
and rusticated wooden quoins framng the facade. The Ropes Mansion (1719),
at no. 318, is another of the large, gambrel roof mansions on this street
and has an old-fashioned garden in the rear grounds. Other iirportant

ei ghteenth century houses of this type are nos. 374 (n.d.), 358 (c. 1750),
and 312 (n.d.).

Federal mansions of a scale and elegance equal to those of Chestnut St.
appear at no. 328 Essex St. (c. 1805) which also has one of the finest sur-
viving Federal carriage houses in Salem and at no. 380, the Joseph Sprague
House (1807, Mclntire arch.), a brick structure with flared window lintels,
a delicate lonic portico, and an original surviving roof balustrade. This
house also retains a period stable. Nos. 346, 361, 364, and 358 areal |
substantial houses designed in the Federal style. At no. 391, Eaton's
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Chestnut St. District i sone of thefinest architectural districts

tothemercantile and maritime ascendency

Of surpassing
have sur-
spanning

in America as well as a nonunent
of Salemi ntheeighteenth and early nineteenth centuries.
importance aretherange, quality, and number of houses that
vived. Wthin itsbounds aresignificant domestic exanples
two hundred fifty years of American architectural design.

The earliest houses i nthedistrict arethePickering House (1651) andt he
"Wtch House" (c. 1674). The Pickering House, built by John Pi%ering,
and occupied by tengenerations of thePickering famly, i sone of the

ol dest buildings i ncontinuous family ownership i ntheUnited States.

Col. Timothy Pickeringwas a national figure i ntheearly days of the
Republic, serving as Secretary of State and Secretary of War under Wash-
ington, and Secretary of State and Secretary of t he Navy under John Adans.
His son, John, was a noted schol ar. Anbassador t o Portugal, and one of

the principal developers of Salemi ntheFederal period. At theother
end of thedistrict, the "Wtch House" i sa restored exanple of a seven-
teenth century NeV England Great House". |t was owned during t he Sal em
Wtch Hysteria by one of theinfamous trial judges, Johnathan CcD“in, and
is now administered as an historic house nmuseumby t he Sal em Park Dept.

The noney that built thesubstantial houses and mansions of the succeeding

decades was t heproduct of Salem s maritime trade, with the Wst Indies
in theeighteenth century, and with t he East Indies, China, and the Pacific
Coast of North America from the 1780's through the 1850's. By thetime

Salem's maritime primacy had declined (duet oever-increasingvessel

sizes and t heshallow Salemharbor), thecommercial and cultural expansion
which theport had undergone i ntheprevious one hundred fifty years

left a lasting impression i ntheform of architecture. | tisthe styles
fromthis greatest period of architectural development, the Georgian,
Federal, and Adamesque Federal nodes, which predom nate and establish the
area's character.

A fine exanple of Salem's Georgian architecture i sthe Joseph Cabot House
(c. 1748) at no. 365 Essex St., possibly designed by an Englishman, and at
one time thehone of Wh C Endicott, Secretary of War under Clevel and.
The Ropes Mansion (1719) at no. 318 Essex St. was once t he home oft he
prom nent Tory, Judge Ropes. |t was one of thefirst colonial house
museuns i nt hecountry when i twas opened tothepublic i n1907. The
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Drug Store i sa two story pitched roof building, dating from 1826 and
built of brick with stone lintels.

Essex St. also contains thebest nineteenth century structures i n the
district. At no. 316i sthegranite Gothic style First Church (1835-1836,

G J. F. Bryant, arch.). ThePublic Library, completed i n 1855 from designs
of Wh C Poster i sat no. 370. A ggroup of imposing andhighly ornamented
ecclectic revival hoises of t he second half of t henineteenth centuryare:

the American Legion Building, no. 329; the double houses at nos. 331-333 and
350-352; andt hesingle dwellings at nos. 348, 355, and 360. The Salem

At henaeum a 1906 Federal Revival building, andthe Late Gothic Revival

style Grace Church (1926) aretwo of thelatest structures onthestreet.

Federal Street, laid out i n1766, i spredomnantly built upwith late

eighteenth andearly nineteenth century structures. Like other major streets
in thedistrict. Federal St. contains many houses of generous proportions
and fine architectural detail. Three prom nant houses onthis street were

desi gned by Sanmuel Mclntire. The Pierce-Nichols House (1780) at no. 80 i s
an NHL; t he Assenmbly House (1782 and 1796) at no. 138, i stwostories, divid-
ed by a md-level course which supports its most notable feature, paired
lonic pilasters capped with a broad pediment; the Cook-Oliver House (1802-
1803) at no. 142, hasa delicately detailed Adanmesque facade, original
Mclntire carved fence, andol dgardens with fruit trees, boxwood, flowers,
and a grapery.

The streets running north andsouth are narrower andshorter than the main
streets, andtheir architecture i sgenerally nore nmodest; but they are
remarkable for their consistent display of seventeenth, eighteenth, and
nineteenth century building styles, with very fewmodern building intru-
sions. Notable houses onthese streets areno. 5 Carpenter St. (c. 1807),
a three-story brick Federal mansion with itsoriginal fence; no. 14
Beckford St. (n.d.), a well-preserved seventeenth century house with a
prom nent central chimey; no. 1 Canbridge St. (n.d.), with eighteenth cen-
tury panelling and Mclntire type mantels; and, no. 14 Canbridge St. (1806-
1807), designed by Mcintire andretaininaall itsoriginal exterior details
intact.

m1l
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Cab&t—ant Ropes Houses epitomize the Georgian influence on Salem s pre-
revolutionary architecture andare the finest exanples of the two-story plus
gambrel roof house, which type exists in over fifty exanples inthe district.

After the Revolution, Salem s merchants made this comrunity the most impor-
tant American port inthe newly initiated Far East trade. The fantastic
wealth accruing from this trade spurred a period of unprecedented devel opment
lasting over forty years. During this time a number of master builders
created the sophisticatedFederal masterpieces that recall the domestic works
of Bulfinch in Boston, andinfluenced architecture of the period throughout
New England. The com ng together of merchant andartisan to produce these
buildings represents oneof the first major instances in America of the artist-
patron relationship asi t hadexisted in Europe since the Renaissance. This
union of comerce andart signalled the beginning of the endof America's
provincial aesthetic. Perley Put;yam Jabez Smth, andDavid Lord were the
master builders working inthe Salemdistrict atthis time; but the finest
productions were those of the master builder, carver andarchitect, Samnuel
Mclntire (1757-1811). Bet ween 1782 and 1811 he created a series of great
residences andpublic buildings, often ornamented onthe interior and exter-
ior with his masterful carving, and many of which remain in the Chestnut St.
District.

Chestnut St., itself, is the finest street inthe district andpossibly the
best Federal period street in America. Mclntire designed two building here,
Ham | ton Hall (1805-1807), an NHL, andthe Hodges ”~ouse (1805) at no. 12,

but the fine detailing andconsistency of excellent design in the remaining
seventeen (17) Federal period houses onthis street leaves little doubt that
they are the work of master builders, aswell. Chestnut Street's broad,

el mbordered [|ayout enhances itsarchitectural character andspeaks for the
importance of the Salemcitizens who lived there. City mayors, General Court
representatives. Congressmen, diplomats, literati, andrich merchants were
among the street's residents. Specific notables included: the Saltonstalls,
Nat haniel, the first mayor of Salem anda U S Congressman, and Leverett,
(nos. 43 and41); Nathaniel Silsbee, noted merchant, U S Congressnman, and
Senator, (no.31); Stephen H Phillips, Sec. of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom
of Hawaii, (no. 17), Elizabeth Elk'ins Sanders, poetess, (no. 39); and

Nat hani el Hawt horne, the fanous Sal em author, (no. 18). Al |l of Chestnut St.
is a local historic district.

Essex andFederal Streets were also fashionable andbuilt upwith fine Federal
period mansions. Mclntire's Pierce-Nichols House (1782) on Federal St., was .

his first domestic commi ssion. | tis nowanNH.. Dating from the sane year
(1782), but remodelled by f'clintire as a residence in 1796, i s the Assenbly
House. While a meeting hall, both WAshington andLafayette were entertained
here. Inthe 1796 remodelling, Mclntire used matched boarding for the facade,
and so enployed a cormmon Greek Revival sheathing node thirty years before i t
cane into general use. Inall, ten houses in the district have been attribu-

ted to McIntire, and many nore show his influence.

GPO 921.7 24
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The Chestnut St. District also contains significant structures of the later
nineteenth and early twentiethcenturies. The First Unitarian Church (1833-
1836) at no., 316 Essex St. was designed by theprolific Boston architect,
Gridley Br*6nt, and belongs to a wholly New England idiomwith itslarge
granite ashlar walls and giganticizedGothic detailing confined toa rigor-
ously symmetrical plan. The building was originally built for the North
Church and t he grounds contain theremains of theeighteenth century Bowditch
house garden. The Public Library (1855), designed by Joseph C Foster and

originally built as a residence, i sthefinest exanple of early Italianate

architecture i nthedistrict. I'tssculptural quality i screated through t he
contrast of smooth pressed brick walls and carved brownstone trim. O equal
importance are a series of Italianate houses on Essex St., nos. 329, 331-333,

355, 360, and 396, dating from t he 1870's. They arereminiscent of |ate

ei ghteenth century Salem architecturei ntheir four-square and symmetrical
compositions, and i nt heuse of such Georgian motifs as hipped roofs, pedi ment*
ed and segmental wi ndow caps on facades and dormers, pilastered and pedi mented
entrances, as well as dentils i nw ndow and roof cornices. The American
Legion Post at no. 329 ,Essex St . i s an exanple which, though definitely
Victorian-ltalianate, draws itsinspiration from thePierce-Nichols House.
These houses are some of theearliest examples i nthecountry t o show
stylistic interest i ntheeighteenth century and are precursors ofthe
Colonial Revival styles of the 1880-1910 period.

GPO 921.724
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The Chestnut St. District includes theproperty bounded and definedi n
the following manner:

Starting at theintersection of the mdline of Summer St. andt he extend-
ed southern | otline of theBroad St. Cenetery:

Thence running northerly along the midline of Sutmer St., crossing Federal
St.;

Thence running westerly along the back | otlines of properties fronting on
the north side of Federal St. tono. 102 Federal St.;

Thence running southerly along the western | otline of no. 102 Federal St.
to thenorthern |l otline of no. 28 Beckford St.;

Thence running westerly along t henorthern | otline of no. 28 Beckford St .
crossing Beckford St., andfollowing theback | otlines of theproperties
fronting onthenorth side of Andover St., extendedt othe mdline of Lynn St.;

Thence running southerly along the midline of Lynn St. t ot heextension of
the common | ot line between nos. 3 and 7 Lynn St.;

Thence running westerly along said common | otline t othe back | otline of
no. 7 Lynn St.;

Thence running northerly along the back | otlines of nos. 7 and 9 Lynn St .
and touching the back | otline of nos. 128-130 Federal St.;

Thence running westerly along the back I otline of nos. 128-130 Federal
St. tothewesterly | otline of said property;

Thence running southerly along thewestern | otline of nos. 128-130
Federal St. tothenorthern | otline of no. 8 Carpenter St.;

Thence running westerly along thenorthern | otline of no. 8 Carpenter St
crossing Carpenter St., andcontinuing along the northern | otline of no., 5
Carpenter St., and following the back | otlines of the properties fronting on
the north side of Federal St., extended t othe midline of Flint St.;

Thence running southerly along themdline of Flint St. tothe mdline of
Essex St.;

Thence running westerly along themdline of Essex St. t ot hewesternl ot
line no. 391 Essex St., extended;

Thence running southerly along thewestern | otline of no. 391 Essex St .
fend continuing along the back [ otlines of houses facing on the west side of
Flint St., extended t othe mdline of Warren St. ;

Thence running easterly along the mdline of Waren St. t ot hemidline of
Pickering St.;

Thence running southerly along the mdline of Pickering St. tothe md-
line of Broad St. ;

Thence running easterly along the mdline of Broad St. t ot he extension
of themdline of Wnthrop St.;

Thence running southerly along the mdline of Wnthrop St. t ot he exten-
sion of t hesouthern boundary of t heBroad St. Cemetery;

Thence running easterly along said boundary, extended t ot hemidline of
Sumrer St., t hepoint of beginning.

GPO 921.724



CHESTNUT STREET DI STRI CT

SALEV MASSACHUSETTS

1. No. 17Broad St ., School Ad. Bldg. 28. No. 328 Essex St., Loring House

2. No. 3'" ", Oliver School 29. No. 329

3. No.'5; " . Od High School 30. No. 331-333 "

4, No. 18 " " Pickering House 31. No. 337 """ Sal em Atheneum

5. Broad Street Cenetery 32. No. 346 "

6. No. 2-4 Chestnut St. 33. No. 348 * "

7. No. 8 " 34, No. 350-352 " !

8 No. 9 " ", Hamilton Hall 35, No. 355 " "

9. No. 10 " " 36. No. 358

10. No. 12 '" 3 37. No. 360 "

11. No. 14 " I 38. No. 361 ' "

12. No. 19 " ! 39. No. 364 '

13. No. 21-23 " " 40. No. 365 * Joseph Cabot House
14. No. 27 ," ! 41. No. 370 " "

15. No. 29 I 42. No. 374 *

16 . No. 30 v 43. No. 380 * r Sprague House

17. No. 31-35 " ! 44, No. 385 " "

18. No. 34 " ! 45. No. 385 " Grace Church

19. No. 37" . 46. No. 391 " "

20. No. 38-40 " ! 47. No. 80 Federal St., Pierce-Nichols House
21 . No. 39 " ! 48. No. 138 Federal St. , Assenbly House

22. No. 41-43 " ! 49." No. 142 Federal St. , Cook-Oliver House
23. No. 48" " 50. No. 5 Carpenter St.

24. No. 310 Essex St ., Wtch House 51. No. 14 Beckford St.

25. No. 312 " . 52. No. 1 Canbridge St. , Capt. Thos. Mason House
26 . No. Y, First Church 53. No. 14 Canbridge St ., Thos. Butnman House
27. No. 318 " ",  Ropes Mansion
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necessarily insure that thenomnation will then satisfy theNational Register
criteria i nfull,

Thank you f or your attention totheabove items chcckecl.

S GQ\ED
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (A'algned by NPS)
Chestnut Street District Same

2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
Massachusetts Essex Salem

STREET AND NUMBER

3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURC E DATE SCALE

Salem Planimetric Survey 1965 1:1200

REQUI REMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARI ES, WHERE REQUI RED. AND NORTH ARROW

<f9
ATy vy GPO 932.010






Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (A»signe<I by NPS)
Chestnut Street District Same
AG 2R m,

2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN

Massachusetts Essex County Salem
STREET AND NUMBER
3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE DATE SCALE

U.S.G.S. Ih'

Quadrangle Map Salem , Ma. 1970 1:24,000

REQUI REMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARI ES, WHERE REQUI RED, AND NORTH ARROW

A 4«*

GPO 932.010
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MNaiia(/ufiett.\ r/7fj"e)'tra/ Momniiiuon
=£=="W"pn4' I"citcii. A77ms. oe/cs
40 Beacon Street (617) 727-8470
August 15, 1973
. . . . ARG L0 1973
National Register of Historic Places ’
Departnment of the Interior INAT ONAL
National Park Service RGO SIER

18th and C Streets, N W
Washington, O C 20240

Attention: Jerry Rogers CERTI FI ED NMAI L

Dear Jerry:

V& areresubmtting theNational Register nomnation formforthe
Chestnut Street District. Enclosed please find theform and map
with thelatitude corrected as per your suggestion. Unfortunately
we arenot able t osupply additional photographs at this time;
however, i f at sone time you should need nore visual documentation
for publication or other purposes, we will make an especial effort
to secure themfor you.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth R Amradon
State Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL  FEQ STER
STATE MASSACHUSETTS
Date Entered AUG Z % J973

Nane L ocation

Cbttscnuc a(rM»t District
£ss” Coudty

Al'so Notified
State Historle Preservation Oficer
Hon. Edvard M Kennedy Hon. John F. X. Davoren
Hon. Eoward W Brodke Secretary of the Caamonwedth
Ron. Mchael J. Harrington Cbairsuui, MalL Ssaehuagttsiilstorlealdl

40 Beacon Street

Director, Northeast Regi on 4 |
lioston, liASsachusetts 92108

" 3R MMOTT: pel 9/5/73
i



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT O THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER - HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI QV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI O\ ADDI TI ONAL DOOUMENTATI ON

PRCOPERTY Chestnut Street District
NAME :

MULTI PLE
NAME :

STATE & GAONTY: NASSACHUSETTS, Essex
DATE RECEI VED 4/ 28/ 11 DATE (- PENDI NG LI ST:

DATE G- 16TH DAY DATE r 45TH DAY: 6/ 13/ 11

DATE O VEEKLY LI ST
REFERENCE NUMBER 73 000312
NOM NATCR  STATE

REASONS FOR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:
O'HR N PDI L: N PER OO N  PROGRAM UNAPPROVED
RQEST-: N SAWLE N SLRDRAFT: N NATI ONAL:

GOMMENT WAl VER N
ACEPT RETURN REJECT f / DATE

ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS

Additiona Dooumantatian Approved

RECCM / CR JER

REM EVEER DI SCI PLI NE

TELEPHONE DNE (pe L5" A/
DOOUMENTATI ON see attached coments Y/ Nsee attached SLR Y/ N

If anomnation i sreturned t othe nomnating authority,t he
nom nation i s nolonger under consideration by theNPS.
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NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places N ? 2L

Continuation Sheet Pickering House (Chestnut Street HD)
Salem (Essex), MA
Section number 2009 supplemental information Page 1

Re-evaluation of congtruction date due to dendrochronology

As areault of the dendrochronology testing of the Pickering House in 2007,more information hes
bean obtained about the possible congtruction dates. Michael Surrey, Dr. Ed Cook, and Paul
Krusic of the LDEO Dendrochronology Lab a Columbia University, New Y ork did the sampling
and testing. A total of eight sampleswaere taken from saven timbers. Of these samples six were
taken from the first phase of the structure. Samples were taken from transverse summer beam,
two gorey podts, atie beam, a deeper, and arafter reusad in the leen-to. The seventh samplewas
taken from the cdllar of the western parlor extenson. The felling dates of the first Sx sampleswas
determined to inwinter 1663/4. The lagt two sampled felling dateswere 1681/2. The samples
from the Pickering house were correlated to the samples from the The House of seven Gablesand
Narbonne House, in, Sdem. Research waas able to concdlude that the core of the present Pickering
House was congructed in 1664 or shortly afterwards. Thus making this housethe third oldest in
New England to be scientifically dated.

Thefull results of the andlys's are presented in: D. W. H. Miles FSA, AnneA. Grady, and M. J.
Worthington, The Tree Dating of the Pickering House, 18 Broad Street, Sdem, Massachusetts.
The report ison file & the Massachusetts Historicdl Commission.

A noteon dendrochronology dating

In recent yearstree-ring chronologies have bean developed for eastern Massachusetts and
adjacent regions, and a number of buildings or parts of buildings have bean evduated and given
new congruction datesdue to tree-ring dating, or dendrochronology. The principle behind tree-
ring dating isa smple one: the ssesond variations in climate produce variations in growth which
ae reflected in the varying width of the annud rings of the tree. The rings in timbersfrom
historical houses ae compared with previoudy dated ring sequences from old-growth trees and
from timber from structures with well-established detes to allow precise datesto be asoribed to
each ring. Computer comparisons quantify how good the match is between the two. A
dendrochronologist then analyzesthe results and establishes the date the tree was felled. Some
caution must be usd in interpreting these dates to determine the congtruction date of a building.
Sometimes timbers from the same construction phiese of the same building have been felled one,
two or more years gpart. However, it was common practice to build timber-framed dructures with
green or unseesoned timber, and it is likely that congtruction was completed within twelve or
eighteen months from the felling date.

(end)
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AR2 8 A0

Wmi PX SR
The Commonwedlth of M assaehustts

. William Francis Galviii, Secretary ofthe Commonwedth
April 19, 2011 M assachusetts Historical Commisson

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Park Service

National Regiger of Historic Flaces
1201 Eye Strest NW, 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:

Endosad please find supplementary information for 34 properties previoudy listed on the
Nationa Regiger of Historic Places reflecting recent scholarship regarding their dates of
congtruction, basad upon dendrochronologica techniques.

These properties include:
Bogton (Suffolk County):

Jamnes Blake House (NRIND, 5/1/74)
Pierce House (NRIND, 4/26/74)

Cambridge (Middlesex County):
Cooper-Frost-Austin House (NRIND 9/22/72)

Dedham (Norfolk County):

Fairbanks House (NRIND, NHL, 10/15/66)

Deafidd (Franklin County):
All properties are located within the Old Deerfield Village HD (NRDIS, NHL 10/15/66)

Allen House (MHC # 20)

John Ashley House (MHC #31)

Eldad Bardwell House (MHC #23)
Bull-Williams House (MHC #47)
Childs House (MHC #53)

Frary House (MHC #13)

Eliezer Hawks House (MHC #58)
Hinsdell-Williams House (MHC # 24)
Jonathan Hoit House (MHC # 9)

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston. Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 » Fax: (61 7) 72715128
www. S, Sate, inausmhc



Little Brown House (MHC #79)

Moors House (MHC #39)

Nims House (MHC #12)

Russll House (MHC #49)

Saxton House (MHC #48)

Severance House (MHC #19)

John Sheldon - Hawks House (MHC #32)

Stebbins House (MHC # 36)

John Williams House (MHC # 50)
Ess=x (Ess=x County):

Cogswel's Grant (NRIND 4/19/90)
Gloucester (Essex County):

White-EUery House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90)
[First Period Buildings of Eastem MA, TRA]

Ipswich (Essex County):
Paine-Dodge House (NRIND, NRTRA, 3/9/90
First Period Buildings of Eastem MA, TRA

Merchant-Choate House (NRDIS, NRMRA, 9/17/80)
[High Siret HD]

Lexington (Middlesex County):

Hancock - Clarke House (NRIND. NHL, 7/17/71)
Millville (Worcester County):

Chestnut Hill Meeting House (NRIND 11/13/84)
Newbury (Essex County):

Tristram Coffin House (NRIND, NRDIS, 5/24/76)
[Newbury HD]

Sdem (Ess=x County):

Eleszer Gedney House (NRDIS, 10/1/74)
[Gedney and Cox Houses HD]

Pickering House (NRDIS 8/28/73)
[Chestnut Street HD]



Sandwich (Barngtable County):
Wing Fort House (NRIND 6/3/76)
Winthrop (Suffolk County):

Deane Winthrop House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90)
[First Period Buildings of Esstem MA, TRA]

Hease add the endosed continuation shedts to the existing National Register nomination
files.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg Q
Nationa Regiger Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

Endoaures
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