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» nationally » statewide B™ocally (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments )

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, SHPO Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources In the count.)
X private X building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
_ public-local _ district _ buildin
_ public-State _site J : 9
_ public-Federal _ structure sites
_ Object
. structures
objects
Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed
(Enter "N/A" If property Is not part of a multiple property listing.) in the National Register
WA

fi. Function nr Use

Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
FDIJCATION/schnol VACANT

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE 19" and EARLY ?n" CFENTIJRY RFVIVAI S-

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation CONCRETE
Colonial Revival, Classical Revival walls BRICK
roof. RURRFR
other  STQNE (granite): CONCRETE:

WOOD (trim elements); BRICK (chimneys)

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition ofthe property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
Setting

The Wilber Schoadl is prominently located on adight rise facing the Town Hall across South
Main Street, separated by new construction from the Sharon Historic District centered on Post
Office Squareto the north. The school, and its new addition, isthe only structure located on the
block bounded to the north by Station Stredt, to the eest by South Main Street, to the south by
Chegtnut Street, and to the west by Fleasant Street. The school faces east toward South Main
Street, and the facade of the main block is set back gpproximately 125 feet from the dreet. The
dte drops downto the north toward Station Street and toward the intersection with Pleesant
Street. There isaberm dong the South Main Strest Sdewak where the grade risesafew fest.

The dite is planted with grass to the eest and north of the building. The southwest sector of the Ste
to the rear of the building islevel and hes a new four-story addition surrounded by paved parking.
Landscaping will be installed around the boundaries on Chestnut and Plessant dreets. Some
meature trees are located in front of the building, dong Station Street, dong the north portion of
Fessant Street, and in the northwest sector of the Site,

New walks are being ingtalled similar to the walksthat formerly crossed the front (east) lawn.
The Town of Sharon has subdivided the lot, retaining the north end of the block.

Exterior

The Wilber Schoal is atwo-story, red-brick building with aflat roof built in the Colonid Reviva
and Classicd Reviva styles. The building, which is gpproximatdy T-shegped in plan, was built in
two phases The south wing isthe original Wilber School, an dementary schoadl built in 1921-
1922. (Photo #2) The north wing and shaft ofthe T were added in 1928-1929 when the school
was converted to the Sharon High School. The building is set on aconcrete foundation, the red-
brick walsrising to abrick pargpet, and omamentation is executed in cagt goneand concrete.

South Wing - Charles R. Wilber School

Theorigina 1922 building (aso called the south wing) isared-brick building designed in the
Colonid Revival style. It hes abrick watertable, flat arched brick arches, concrete window sills, a
sample wood comice, and acentra flush pavilion. (Photos#, 3) The brick pargpet abovethe
comice istopped by ametal flashing with the dimension of the cgpstone. At the northwest comer
ofthe building, an exterior brick chimney rises abovethe pargpet.

(continued)
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Concrete geps with cadt-iron railings leed up to the main entry framed by concrete Tuscan
pilagters, surmounted by afrieze and dentil cornice. A cast-iron railing is st on top of the entry
comice. Thethree-bay centrd pavilion is st off by Tuscan pilagters, and asscond st of full-
height pilagters frames the central bay. A dentil course is carried acrossthe pavilion below the
comice, and bronze or brassletters spling "Charles R. Wilber School" are placed in the frieze.
Theorigind main (eest) entrance contains double wood-panded doors topped by amultilight
transom. (Photo #5)

Plain concrete geps a the south entry leed to an entrance framed in asmplebrick surround st in
anarrow pavilion. A recessed brick pand is st above the door and bel ow the stairhall window.
The south doors (installed in 2009) are wood with multilight upper pands

Thewindows on the south wing are typicaly 12/12 auminum, double-hung sash; triple-hung
multilight sseh are located over the east and south entries, and narrow 4/6 saeh are st between the
pilagters on the facade. The windows are basad on the number of lights found in the origina

wood double-hung windows. The narrow windows are repeeted in the same bays a the first-story
rear elevation. Some of the basament seeh are typical multilight double-hung windows. The
basement windows on either Sde of the main entrance ar are casaments.

During the 2009 rehabilitation, changeswere made to the basament window openings a the
basement sory.

Auditorium and North Wing

The 1928 addition, containing the auditorium wing (the shaft of the T) and the north dassroom
wing, isdso built of red brick and was designed in the Classical Revival stylewith Colonid
Revival details. The auditorium wing projects eest from the main block of the building with a
bowed facade. (Photo #2) At the eest elevation, a centra round-arched window at the sscond
dory iss2t in ascaloped surround with panded pilasters. Projecting from the bese of the window
isawood baustraded ba cony supported on heavy wooden brackets. The name "Sharon High
School" iscarved in the frieze above the window. (Photo #6) Echoing the projecting auditorium
wing isasmdler projecting pavilion & the north end of the eest elevation. (Photo #4) It hesa
similar bowed facade, an oversized centra window with a projecting wood bacony smilar to that
on the eest auditorium faBade, and cast festoons with robust fmit omament flanking either sde of
the window.

The 1928 addition has a bull-nose concrete watertable, a narrow concrete stringcourse ebove the

sscond-gtory windows, a concrete comice, omate cad-gone swags and hood molds over the

round windows in the auditorium, brickflat-archedwindow openings with cast-gone keystones,

and concrete spandrd pands bel ow the second-gory windows. The comers of the eedt dlevation
(continued)
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of the auditoriumwing and of the north pavilion are enlivened by brick quoins. The brick pargpet
istopped by metd flashing the same dimension as the former cgpstone. Copper grillsformerly
usd for ventilation are & in the concrete pands beow the first- and second-gtory windows of
the north wing.

The main entrance on the north wing is recessad behind onic columns supporting a heavy
entablature and broken pediment. Carved omament of fruit and flowers hang down from the ogee,
and an urn is centered in the pediment. Cagt-iron light gandards similar to the former sandards
st on alow concretewall & the gegpsinfront of the entrance. The entrance doors are wood
double French doors, with full-length siddights and atransom. An ova motif with ascrolled
aurround is st into the transom. (Photo # 7) The north wood doorswith multilight upper pands
are bessd on the original drawings. Fire egressdoors on the south and north eevations of the
auditorium wing were replaced prior to the 1990s Thesewere replaced in 2009 with new doors
including amultilight transom, bassd on historic photographs.

The auditorium windows contain 30/24, wood, double-hung sseh at the second story and 24/18 a
the first story. Below the watertable are pairs of single four-light saeh. Above the oversized
second-gory windows are multilight round windows. (Photo #3)

The windows on the north wing are typically 20/20 double-hung replacement duminum sash. A
round multilight window with a hopper ssehis located abovethe main entrance. Smaller
multilight sseh are located at the north eevation of the north wing and at the south bay of the
west eevation.

The roofson all sections of the building are flat, edged with brick pargpetstopped by meta
flashing matching the dimension of the former cepstone.

Interior

The north and south wings eech have a centrd double-loaded corridor. Thefloorsof the north and
south wings do not line up. Original meta pen stairsremain inthe north and south stairhdls a
either end of the building. The former gymnasum gpace below the auditorium has been
subdivided into residentia units and offices. Within the former entrance lobby to Sharon High
Schoadl, a the west entrance in the north wing, Sepslead up to the main first-floor level. The
walls have molded pandls, and compound pilasters articulate the comers. There ae large mirrors
on the north wall, and the south wall hes glassdisplay casssinsat in the wall. Throughout the
building, someorigina dassoom doors have been retained and fixed closed in the corridors and
new fire rated doorswere ingdled in 2009 for unit entrance doors. The existing locker doors
have hed the paint removed and were reingtaled in the corridors of the north wing.

(continued)
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Walls ingde the units (which were formerly dassrooms) have been built to create suitable living
oeoes

The auditorium is alarge two-story goace with the Sage to the eest and abacony at therear
(west). (Photo #11) It is entered from under the bacony and the floor dopes downto the eed. All
of the seats and the wooden floor have been removed. Stars leading to the balcony are located in
the northwest and southwest comers. The panded prascenium arch isoutlined with rope molding,
and framed by fluted pilasters. The skirt a the dage hes molded pands. (Photo #10) A smple
comice molding, chair rail, and picturerail run around the room. The overszed windows are st
in molded frames surmounted by a frieze and detailed comice, which istopped by oval windows
framed in rope molding tied with abow & the base. There isasmple ceiling molding. Applied
acoudiic tiles on the ceiling have been removed and there is no evidence of amore detailed design
that gppeared in the original 1928 drawings. (Photo #9) The entrance doors from the corridor
have been replaced withfire-rateddoors.

New Addition

A new, four-gtory, brick addition connects to the center of the west elevation. Built in 2009, it is
T-shgped inplanwith aflat roof A metd-and-glass-dad connector links the new addition to the
west elevation of the former school. The new lobby is located a the connector between the new
and the existing sections of the building. The new addition projectsto the west from the center of
the rear elevation of the existing building. The addition is sheathed in red brick for three dories.
Thefourth story and the comers are built of cement-fiber pands. Three rounded brick bays
project from the addition on each of the north and south endsof the T, and one is centered in the
Feasant Street devation. The windows of the addition are dluminum with /1 saeh.

Archaeological Description

While no pre-Contact period Native American resources are known on the Wilber School
property, Stesmay exist. One Native dte isknown in the generd area (within one mile).
Environmentd characterigtics of the property prior to historic landuse generdly represent
locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorable for the presance
of Native Stes. The school occupies adight rise with level to moderatdy doping topography.
Soil types on the property are classified as urban land where 75% or more of the land is covered
with impervious surfaces such as buildings, pavement, industrid parks, and railroad yards. While
natural soil characterigtics are difficult to determine in urban land aress the surficial geology of
the areaindicates that well-drained sand and gravel deposits are common.  The nominated
property islocated well over 1,000 feet from the neerest wetlands, alocationa characteridtic that

(continued)
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reduces the overdl Native Ste sengtivity for thislocation. Given the above information,
condruction ofthe Wilber School (1921-1922), North Wing (1928-1929), New Wing (2009),
parking facilities, and prior (pre-1921) development of the parcd, alow potential existsfor
locating pre-Contact period Native American resources on the nominated property. Any Native
American resourcesthat might have been present on the property were destroyed by extensive
historic landuse of thelot.

A moderate potentia exists for locating historic archaeologica resources on the Wilber School
property. While severd early 20* century or earlier houses, bams, and outbuildings were present
on the property prior to construction of the Wilber School (1921-1922), mog were destroyed
during school constmction. The 1888 Atlasand 1916 Sanbom Insurance Mapillustratealarge
housefacing south on S Main Street within the block formed by South Main, Station, South
Fessant, and Chestnut Streets. The large housewes later converted to ahotd (Sharon Inn); then,
a alaer date, it was either demolished or removed from the property. Structural evidence of the
large houserhotd may survive in the areabetween South Main Street and the north wing of the
Wilber School. By 1916, a the rear of the lot, a Single house faced north on South Pleesant
Street, and ashed was located a the interior of the lot. Structural remains of the single house
may survive in the grassy areanorth of the school; however, the shed was likely destroyed during
condruction of the new wing (2009).

By 1921, the site plan for construction of the Wilber School showed two houses, abam, two
summer houses, and an abandoned foundation at the southwest comer of the lot. One of the
housss may be the single housethat faced north on South Pleasant Street discussed above,
Structurd evidence of the buildings shown on the 1921 ste plan may survive; however, noneare
extant above ground today.

Archaeologica evidence of occupationd-reated features (trash pits, privies, wells) may dso
aurvive on the nominated property.

(end)
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Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" In all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihiingraphiral Reffirftnp.fts

_NORFOLK, MA_
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITFCTIIRF
FDUCATION

SOCIAI HISTORY

Period of Significance
1922-1959

Significant Dates
1922 - construction and opening

1929 - conversion to high school

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Monks & Johnson, Ralph Harrington Doane
Edward S. Holland

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used In preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): HPCA#20,369

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_ University
)L Other
Name of repository:
Boston Public Library
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NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wilber School is significant under Criterion A a the local leve for its associationswith the
town of Sharon's educationd sysem and under Criterion C a the local level as arare and intact
example of nonresidentia Colonial Reviva architecture in Sharon. The Wilber School played
sverd roles in the town's educationa program, serving as a schoal from 1922 through 1981. It
opened as agrammar schoal in 1922 and was named after the town's only known World Wer |
caaudty. With congtruction of the 1928 addition, it became the new Sharon High School,
replacing the overcrowded Fleasant Strest School (MHC # 55). When a new high school was
built in 1957, the Wilber School became an intermediate school. The Wilber School isdsothe
maog imposing Colonia Revival structure in Sharon and is one of the mogt intact examples
remaining. The Wilber School retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
workmanship, feeling, and association. The period of significance isfrom itsinitial opening in
1922 to 1959. The end date isthe sandard fifty-year cutoff, established to alow higtorica
pergpective.

Town of Sharon

The present town of Sharon, formerly part of the town of Stoughton, was incorporated as the
town of Stoughtonham in 1775 and was renamed Sharon in 1783. Its early economic bese wes
farming, lumber, and extraction of bog iron. Industrial ventures during the mid-19" century
included a cotton duck mill, asaw and grist mill, and samdl-scde boot and shoe manufacturing.
Except for abox company that was the sucoessor to the saw and grist mill, theseother industries
did not thrive and had dosed by the early 20 century. Most likely as aresult, Sharon saw a
population decline in the 1870s, eventually followed by an upturn from 1890 - 1915. Although
industry was contracting. Lake Massgpoag atracted amodes summer resort community during
the lagt quarter of the 19" and the first quarter of the 20* centuries. The population stabilized
during the period 1915 - 1945. It iscurious that during the period between the two wars, when
the town reported a stable population, the schools were often overcrowded due to an ever-
growing number of students.

Previous Devdopment of the Ste

The 1888 atlas and the 1916 Sanborn Insurance map show a large house facing south on South
Main Street on the block bounded by South Main, Station, South Pleasant, and Chestinut dreets.
By 1916, a the rear of the lot, asingle house faced north on South Pleasant, and ashed wes s &
the interior of the lot. The Town Hall was located diagonally acrass S Main Street (the location
ofthe present Town Hall) and acommercid building was a the southeest comer of South Main
and Chesnut gtreets. Otherwise, the surrounding neighborhood was mostly single-family houses,

(continued)
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someon relatively large lots. By 1921, the Ste plan for congtruction of the Wilber School showed
the large house had been converted to ahotd (known as the Sharon Inn), and the block dso
contained two houses, abam, and two summea houses An abandoned foundation was noted a
the southwest comer of the block. In 1924, after the Wilber School opened, the two smal houses
still remained. After the Sharon High Schoaol was finished, there were no other buildingson the
entire block; the reer of the lot was paved. There had bean adriveway north of the school
extending from the comer of South Main and Sharon streets up to the north stairhall entrance to
the school. There was no evidence of the use of the north end of the lot by the school. Because the
grade dopes down to the sreet here, it would not be suited to ussssuch as large playing fields or
playgrounds.

Sharon Schools

According the history provided by the Sharon Historical Commission, the town'sfirst high
school was established in November 1877, and dasssswere hdd in various locations including
the Indtitute, the vestry of the Congregationa Church, and the Town Hall. The high schoal was
rdocated to the Center School on Schoal Streat (MHC # 57; 1892) when the High Street Schoadl
was completed in 1899 (MHC #58; demolished prior to 1981). The first building constructed
specifically as a high school was the Fleesant Strest School (MHC #55; 1910) a 21 South
Fleasant Street.

In 1916, Sharon had three schools a primary school on High Street, a Grammar School a 1
School Stredt, later called the Center School and now used as the Schoal Department offices; and
a high school on Flessant Street a the comer of Fine Street, dmogt directly behind the presant
Wilber School. Although the Pleesant Streat School was built in 1910, discussions regarding the
town's inadequate schoal facilities began to gopeer in the Sharon Town Reports in 1917, when it
was noted that the South Schoaol hed been dosad for two years. (Thiswas presumably the school
that gopearson Billings Street south of Stone Strect on the 1876 and 1888 atlases. Thetown
planned to sdll the building in 1917 and it was demolished before 1924.) At the same time, the
crowded dassooms and inedequacy of the grammar schoal building a that time in 1917 were
deplored and planning for anew school was discussed.

In 1919, a nine-person committee was formed to sudy the adequeacy of the town's schools and to
make arecommendation to Town Meeting. The committee included Dr. Water A. Griffin,
Howard D. Kenyon, Josgph L. McGrath, Robert G. Morse, Herbert F. Nelson, Charles H.
Nutting, Raph L. Pollard, John J. Rafter and Dorothy F. Stetson. Kenyon, Rafter and Stetson
mede up the School Commiittee; the other five were membersof the community. The same yesr,
the School Board requested the use of the lower Town Hall for acombined first- and second-
grade classroom, which was granted. In 1920, the town pessad an article to purchasethe block on

(continued)
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which the school now stands. It was dso voted that a sevenr-member commiittee be gppointed to
present plans and recommendations for the new building. That committee once again conssted of
Howard D. Kenyon, John J. Rafter and Dorothy F. Stetston all of the school committee, joined by
Vernon M. Hawkins, Charles H. Nutting, Jeremiah O'Leary, and Timothy F. Quinn. In June
1921, C.H. Ely, architect and H. S Freamen presented plans they had each developed for the
schoal. It was voted later that year to acogpt the plans for aschoal building ... as prepared by
Mr. C.H. Ely of Monks & Johnson." In the meantime, it was suggested that the town condder a
portable schoadl building. In 1920 and 1921, $25,000 was gpproved for the taking of the land by
eminent domain and in the fall of 1921, $90,000 was gpproved for the building, equipment, and
furnishings. Opened in 1922, the Wilber School may have improved the schoal facilities, but by
1924, the town still hed only three schools: the High Street primary school, the Wilber grammer
school and the high school on Fleesant Street. The grammar school a1 School Street was noted
on the Sanborn migp as " School Building," suggeding it was not in use

Completion of the Wilber School in 1922 only briefly satisfied the town's need for more
dasooms. In 1926, school overcrowding again gopeared in the Town Reports. It was noted thet
the high school hed a capacity of 102 dudentsto serve an expected enrollment of 137 students for
September 1927; similarly, there were 42 seets to accommodate 70 students entering the eighth
gradethat year. Thefollowing year, there was a unanimous vote to build ahigh school building
on the lot adjoining the Wilber Schoal.

In March of 1928, the majority of the Building Committee recommended that anew school be
built adjacent to the Charles R. Wilber School. The committee members supporting this
recommendation were Francis E. Walter, EmesE. Taylor, and Faith Goddard. One member,
George D. Pettee, opposed the recommendations of hisfellow commissioners. An amount of
$175,000 was approved & Town Meeting to pay for site grading, building construction, the
architect's fee, and equipment. The price was to include an assembly hall to accommodate 600
persons. Raph Harrington Doane and Edward S Holland were the architects, and Dacey ad
Tibbets were the generd contractors. Work wes started in June 1928, a atime when the crowded
conditions in the High School were the worst ever faced by the town. At a later vote, $5,400 was
gpproved for landscaping the school grounds.

Sharon High School was occupied in the spring of 1929, dthough the official presentation
ceremony for the school did not occur until April 21, 1930. A program produced for the
ceremony listed a schedule of eventsthat included performances by the high school orchestraand
glee club. It ds0 included adescription of the building by Ralph Harrington Doane, the architect.
In addition to exterior photographs of the school, photographs were included of the Biologica
and Physicd Laboratory, the Library, and the Chemigtry laboratory. Spegkers a the ceremony

(continued)



NPS Fomn 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department ofthe Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet CharlesR.Wilber school
Sharon (Norfolk), MA
Section number 8 Page 4

included the architect and chairman of the Building Committee, the Board of Sdectmen, and the
School Commiittee. A list of contractors and the full budget were dso included. A copy of the
program is in the collection of the Sharon Historical Society.

In addition, the school's auditorium aso sarved as a public meeting place and performance center
for the town. A direct mention of Town Meeting was not found inthe Town Report, but it is
assumed that one use of the auditorium was to convene Town Mesting. A March 1928 news
article and photograph reported on Town Mesting, which drew 600 residents. The meeting
opened in town hall, which had an inadequate capacity of 288, and was moved to an unhegted
tent in front of the Wilber School (erected in anticipation of alarge attendance), where thelawn
was covered with snow. The major topic of Town Meeting was to vote on the gppropriation to
build the new high schooal, but the meeaurefailed by ten votes. The obvious nesd for alarger
goace and the eventud vote to build an auditoriumwith a cagpacity of 600 rather than 500 parsons
(dthough not that evening), suggeststhe auditorium was intended for Town Meseting as well &
for schoal functions.

With the completion of the 1929 high school adjacent to the Wilber School, the Heasant Strect
School was converted to an dementary school. The lagt high school dass graduation from the
Wilber School was in 1957, and the high school moved to anew building a 181 Pond Street that
fall. In 1966, the Fleasant Street Schoal (then serving as ajunior high) retumed to use asan
dementary school when anew junior high opened & 75 Mountain Street, the current middle
school. Soon after that change, the Wilber Schodl became an Intermediate School housing grades
five and six. The Pleasant Sirest School and the Wilber School were dosed in 1981, citing
Proposition 2 22 and decressed enrollment. The passage of Proposition 2 V2 resulted inaloss of
gpproximeately $300,000 to the School Department budget, forcing school cdosings and cuts in
schodl programs and staff. School enrollment had been decreasing for the previous decadewith
an average loss of 100 dudents per year in the previous five years. In 1981, it was noted in the
Annua Report that the old High Strest School building was demolished. The Pleesant Sirest
School was converted to affordable housing in 1982. Although the town of Sharon had sdected a
deveoper to rehabilitate the Wilber Schoal in the 1990s, the project did not proceed and the
school remained vecant until 2009. The Wilber Schoal is currently being rehabilitated for
gpatments, and anew T-shaped wing is being added west of the existing building, extending
towards FHeasant Street. In the digposition of the school, the town subdivided the block bounded
by South Main, Chestnut, Pleasant and Station dredts, retaining a one-acre piece of vacant land
on the north end of the block. Sharon currently hes three dementary schools, one middle school,
and one high school. None of the town's schools built before 1929 is being used for itsorigina
educationd purpose.

(continued)
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Architects

Although built intwo pheses, the school building es awhole still reedsas a harmonious
composition. Boston architects Monks & Johnson designed the original Wilber School. Charles
Hardy Ely (8/16/1875 - 10/3/1929) presented the design to the town of Sharon and presumably
was the leed designer for the project. After receiving his degreein 1898 in architecture from
Harvard, Ely worked in the office of Guy Lowell and a the New Y ork firm of D. Everett Wak
before returning to Bogton in 1913 to work with Monks & Johnson.

The firm built severd commercid buildings, someof them notable, including the SS. Fierce Co.
dore and officebuilding on Brookline Avenue, the University Club (MHC # 2395; ca. 1925) &
Suart Street and Trinity Place, the Boston Schoal of Physicd Education (1916) a 106 South
Huntington Avenue, the Jordan Marsh Co. garage in Boston, and the Kelley-Springfield Tire Co.
savice gation in Boston. In Framingham, Monks & Johnson designed abuilding for the
Dennison Manufacturing Co. (NR, 2008)

The 1928 addition for the Sharon High Schoal, distinguished for its massng that reflectsthe
various functionsin the building and for its robust dassca ornament, was designed by Raph
Harrington Doane (1886-1941) and Edward S Holland. Judging from the detail of the building
and the higtories of thetwo, Doanewas mogt likely responsible for the design. Raph Harrington
Doane graduated from MIT, where he later taught as aspecid ingructor. During the period 1916-
1918, Doane was a consulting architect for the Philippine govermment, where he supervisd
congruction of more than 100 buildings including the Capitol & Manila. In 1918 he left his work
in the Philippinesto be commissioned afirst lieutenant in the U.S. Engineering Corps. He later
retumed to Boston where he opened an office. Among his designswere gpatment houses such as
the Roosavdt Apatments (MHC # 2926; 1928) & Huntington Avenue and Forsythe Street and
360-390 and 394 Beaoon Street (1926; NRDIS). Doanewas conddered an expert in school
design; perhgpshis mogt notable school was the Cambridge Rindge Technical High School. He
dso designed the Milton Junior High School in Eagt Milton, MA (MHC #344). He sarved on the
Bogon Board of School Commissioners during 1920 and 1921 and was a member of the National
Advisory Council of School Building. However, he ssams to have gained the greetest recognition
in the areaof commercia architecture. The Boston Society of Architects awvarded himthe
Harleston Parker Gold Metal in 1927 for his design ofthe Motor Mart Garage (MHC #2380) &
"the best architecturd work in metropolitan Boston." Doanes other commercid buildings
included the Hutchinson Building & 25-29 Bromfield Stret, a the corner of Province Strest and
Province Court (MHC # 1963; 1924). An earlier garage was the Bowdoin Square Garage (ca.
1926). At the time of his death, Doane was working with Mayor Tobin's committee to revise
Bosgton's building code. He was a member of the American Ingtitute of Architects and the Boston
Society of Architects.

(continued)
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Doane's assodae in the design of the Sharon High School addition was a loca architect, Edward
S Holland. The generd contractor for the work was Dacey and Tibbets. The Sharon High School
received an Award of Merit from the Better Homes in AmericaAssociation. At the time of this
award, Ray Lyman Wilbur, Secretary of the Interior, was presdent of the association. The
addition contained the auditorium, segting dmost 600, below which weas the gymnasium with
showersfor boys and girls; a suite of two laboratories and a lecture room for science (the
chemicd laboratory was on the second floor of the north pavilion); a suite of three rooms for the
commercid school; asmdl library; an art room (where a sawtooth monitor was located); an office
auite of three rooms adjoining the main entrance; and five other dassrooms. A shop and kitchen
were located in the basament of the auditorium wing. The total cogt to build the addition was
$175,000. Construction began in the summer of 1928, and the school was occupied in the spring
of 1929, At the opening ceremony for the enlarged High School, held inApril 1930, Doane
destribed itas ™ . . . Collegiate Georgian, not eaborate, nor otentatious, but attractive in design,
and distinctly acongpicuous civic improvement.”

The Wilber Schodl isby far Sharon's largest Colonial Revival structure and is one of the mogt
intact examples remaining. The town's architecture isprimarily residential with a center of
churches, municipal, and commercid buildingslocated a Pogt Office Square ashort distance
from the Wilber School. Among the town's other nonresdential Colonia Reviva dructures ae
the School Administration Building (formerly the Center School, MHC # 57; dated in the survey
a5 1892, but a schodl gppeers here on the 1876 and the 1838 atlases); the Plessant Street School
(MHC # 55;1910), the Sharon Public Library (1914, NRDIS 8/22/1975), and the Sharon Railroad
Station (1946). The Plessant Street School and the School Administration Building are wood-
frame gructures. Inmassing and detail the Pleesant Strest Schoal isamore literal reviva of
resdentiad Colonia architecture. The one-story School Administration Building was formerly
dapboard that hes been replaced with ducco siding, and itsform is more suggedtive of
Jeffersonian Classicism. The Sharon Public Library, aone-gory brick building with anew reer
addition, isanother good example of the Colonia Reviva style but is substantialy smdlerin
scae Its outstanding festure isthe entrance with an arched pediment supported on engaged Doric
columns. In contradt, the Sharon Railroad Station, a smple one-story red brick building, is a
typica gripped-down vernacular building.

CharlesR. Wilber

Charles R. Wilber successfully completed his officer's training at Camp Upton, NY in April 1918
during WWI. Serving as a Seoond Lieutenant, he wes killed in action in October 1918. His photo
gopearsina 1920 History of the 126™ Infantry with the note that he was killed near Cierges,
France. As Sharon's only casudty of that war, the American Legion Pogt #106 and abridge in
Sharon a0 carry Charles Wilber's name Around the time of his deeth, his family lived on
Wapole Stregt in Sharon.

(continued)
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Morethen 25 years after it closed, the former Wilber School/Sharon High School is being entirdy
rehabilitated for use as 31 resdentia units with the assstance of date and federa historic tax
credits. A new addition containing 44 units is located inthe former paved parking lot west of the
school. New landscaping hes been ingtalled on the Ste and the building will once again contribute
to the life of Sharon'stown center.

Archaeological Significance

Higtoric archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information rdated
to the town of Sharon's settlement, educationa system, and land-use higtory of the nominated
property. Additiona historical research, combined with archaeologicd survey and testing, may
identify the location, congtruction date, function, and integrity of the many residences, barns, and
outbuildings located on the nominated property prior to congtruction of the Wilber Schoal in
1921-1922. While town atlases, maps, and school condruction plans have identified the presence
of these dructures and their relative dates, it is unknown exactly where the structures were
located, when the structureswere built or demolished, and what activities were conducted at their
location. Historical and archaeologica resserch may ansiver mog, if not all, of these quedtions

Higtorica and archaeologica ressarch may dso contribute important information related to the
town of Sharon's educationa sygem during the early 20*' century. Structura evidence and
congtruction features associated with the different phasss of congruction and renovation for the
Wilber School may identify architectural characterigtics, constmction methods, materids, and
patterns of reusefor different parts of the school. Thisinformation could be especidly important
sncethey apply to abuilding that is significant as arare and intact example of nonresidentia
Colonia Reviva architecture in Sharon. Structurad evidence of barnsand outbuildings may
contribute important information related to the facilities available to teachers, sudents, and staff,
and maintenance activities conducted & the school.

Detailed andyds of the contents of occupationd-related features and sheet refuse pattems may

contribute important information related to educationd methods a the schoal and the socidl,
cultura, and economic patternsof the students, teachers, and staff a the schooal.

(end)
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Describing a certain areaof land Stuated in the Town of Sharon, County of Norfolk,
Commonwedth of Massachusdits, said areaof land is bounded and described asfollows,

Beginning a apoint located a the intersection of the northwesterly sideline of South Main Siregt
and the northeegterly siddline of Chestnut Strest, thence running;

N51°46'00"W Three hundred fifty-nine and seventy-seven hundredths feet (359.77") by the
northesgterly sideline of Chestnut Street to a point, thence turning and running;

N38°13'00"E Three hundred sixty-four and twenty-eight hundredths feet (364.28) by the
southeegterly sideline of South Flessant Street to a point, thence turning and running;

S54°25'58"E One hundred sixty-five and saventy-three hundredths feet (165.73") to a point,
thence turning and running;

N35°47'12"E Four and seventy-four hundredths feet (4.74") to a point, thenceturning and
running;

S54°18'39"E One hundred thirty and ninety-seven hundredths, (130.97") to a point, thence turning
and running;

S35°5221 "W Forty-four and twenty-four hundredths feet (44.24") to a point, thence turning and
running;

S35°38'23"W Forty-six and seven hundredths feet (46.07") to a point, thenceturning and running;

S54°58'51 "E Forty-four and ninety hundredths feet (44.90") to a point on the northwesterly
sddine of South Main Strest, thence turning and running;

S35°15'00"W Two hundred fifty and forty-seven hundredths feet (250.47") by the northwesterly
sddine of South Main Street to a point, thence turning and running;

S35°47'00"W Forty-four and seventy-two hundredths feet (44.72) by the northwesterly siddline
of South Main Strest to the point of beginning.

SAd areais shown as "Demised Pramises’ on aplan entitled "Plan of Land - Exhibit "C" in

Sharon, MA prepared for BC Wilber Schoaol LLC" by Hancock Associates, dated December 20,

2007, which Plan was recorded a& Flan Book 578, Plan 51. Said Demised Premises contains one

hundred twenty-seven thousand two hundred forty-eight square feet more or less (127,248t s.f).
(continued)
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VERBAL BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
The nominated property includesthe entire parcd historically associated with the Wilber Schoadl,

with the exception of aportion of the parcd a the north end of the block recently subdivided by
the town of Sharon that is excluded from this nomination.

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Date: January 2010
Photographer: Erika Tarlin

Wes (left) and south (right) devations, facing northeest

Eadt faBade (left) south wing; and south and eest devations (right) auditorium wing,
facing northwest

Ead faBade south wing, facing west

Ead feBade north wing, facing west

Detail of main entrance, est faBade south wing, facing west

Ead falbade (left) and north faBade (center) auditorium wing, north faBade, north wing
(right), facing southwest.

Detail of main entrance, esst faBade north wing, facing west

South wall auditorium, facing south

Detail, proscenium arch, esst end of auditorium, facing southwest

0. Eagt wall and proscenium, auditorium, facing southesst

11. South wall and bacony, auditorium, facing southwest
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ILLUSTRATIONS
From 1930 dedication program

Auditorium and main entrance
Looking South, Looking North









L .

Charles R. Wilber Sharon High School 1929

School 1922 <

First Floor Plan Walter Eric Kluz Assoc.
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Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosad pleesefind the following nomination form:
Charles Wilber School, 75-85 South Main Street, Sharon (Norfolk), MA

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the Stiate Review Board and hes been Sgned by the
Sate Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to commen.

We request an expedited review of thisnomination.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
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William Heitin, Chair, Sharon Board of Sdectmen
Pau Lavengein, Sheron Alanning Board
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