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The Chauncey Hall House is a two-storey, picturesque Gothic Revival residence. 
It occupies a rather large (about 110* x 145 f ) picturesque site, and overlooks 
Lake Michigan. Trees and shrubs conceal the house, and lend it an air of mystery and 
surprise. It was built before 1854. Rexford Newcomb gives the date of 1842. 1

Originally the plan was cruciform in shape, but due to an addition of a wing on the 
northeast corner (date unknown) which houses the kitchen, pantry, dining room 
and bath, the shape of the plan is now typically Gothic Revival in layout. 
Asymmetry prevails, and this is more in line with the type of plans that were util 
ized by A. J. Downing.

Red brick is used throughout, including the foundation. It has a basement, which 
can be entered through a lean-to-like entrance from the back. Wood trim is used 
for the exterior, as for the pointed gables trimmed with decorative bargeboards 
and finials, and for the overhead area of the windows. The bargeboard detailing 
(trefoils and leaf-like cutouts) and craftsmanship as a whole are excellent. The 
porches (open and enclosed) as well as the windows vary in shape and size. And the 
windows retain their diamond-shaped panes. This combination of diamond and plain 
glass panes is utilized throughout. The west elevation (facing the street) is more 
abstractly composed, with an open rectangular porch which projects from the right 
side being locked into the central mass by a tall chimney (not original) which 
repeats the vertical thrust of the finials and peaks. The south elevation (seen 
in the photograph) is more symmetrical, and the porch on the right is now enclosed.

The color scheme is red and green. Green is used for the trim, which according 
to sources (Patton) follows the original color composition. The house f s siting 
takes full advantage of the lot, which opens up to the east and provides a rela 
tively open area to the south. Tall pines envelop the west elevation and reiterate 
the steeply pitched configuration of the roofline.

Newcomb, Rexford, Architecture of the Old Northwest Territory, 149.
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Built before 1854, the Chauncey Hall House is one of Racine ? s oldest surviving 
dwellings, and the city's only extant pre-Civil War example of the Gothic Revival. 
The brick adaptation of Gothic forms exhibits considerable originality and charm. 
Its pointed forms and the irregular silhouette, coupled with the seemingly irregular 
massing of trees and shrubs illustrate the concept of the picturesque quite con 
vincingly. The total design involves more than just the replication of medieval 
forms; it is an environment which reveals A. J. Downing ? s ideals of nature and land 
scaping.

Although the property was first owned by Eli Stevens, the house was built for 
Mr. Hall, a businessman later turned banker who was one of the early settlers of 
Racine (1845), and who enjoyed great prestige among the settlers of Racine and 
Southeastern Wisconsin. In 1858 he opened a bank in Bellevue, Iowa; in 1872 he was 
one of the founders of the First National Bank of Burlington, Wisconsin. The house 
later was acquired (date unknown) by Dr. Roswell Park, who was the first president 
of Racine College (established in 1852). In the 1880 f s it was purchased by Simon 
Whitely, and later (probably at the turn of the century) it came into the possession 
of the Knight family. Like Mr. Hall, A. G. Knight was also one of the early settlers 
of Racine, one who has been identified with the growth and development of both city 
and county.

This excellent example of Gothic Revival is still in the possession of the Knight 
heirs. The history of the Chauncey Hall House provides an insight to the refined 
taste of Racine's early settlers; the house has so much to offer to the study of 
both local history and architectural history that its significance should not be 
overlooked.
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