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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Situated on a dirt road in rural East Barre, the Nichols House is a 1-1/2 story, clap-
boarded rectangular plan structure of post and beam construction. The gable roof is
covered with wooden shingles. The central brick chimney has been rebuilt.

On the main (south) elevation, a simple granite block step leads to a central doorway
with a multi-paned rectangular transom. Elevations are three bays across, the front
door and windows framed by simple wooden surrounds. On the west elevation is a large
projecting bay, circa 1879.

The 1/1 windows are painted to imitate 12/12 windows. From the east elevation, there
projects a one-story frame ell, added circa 1880. Its gable roof, sheathed with asphalt
shingles, projects to form a shallow porch across the front. A small brick chimney
breaks the ridge line.

The Nichols House interior floor plan consistsof two front rooms; flanking a small front-
central hall (the staircase removed) with a large room and a small room at the rear.

The second floor plan consists of two large rooms connected by a rear hall, entry to

the second floor providedby a back staircase, starting from the east ell.

The fireplace wood trim on the second floor is original, while the first floor trim
has been extensively altered. There is a large beehive oven in the southeast first
floor room,

Typical of the Vermont pre-Greek Revival cape, the interior door and window frames are
stylistically undistinguishable, although original throughout most of the house. Evi-
dence exists of a cellar fireplace or cooking area.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Nichols House is an excellent example of the classic "cape-cod" house, as the form
was .disseminated into Vermont at the time of its early settlement. It represents a
house type that was to become extremely popular by the time of the Greek Revival, when
vernacular examples began to dominate the Vermont landscape.

Among the first settlers of Barre, Vermont, the Thomas Nichols family migrated from
Worchester, Massachusetts in 1799, the date of the birth of their second son and
erection of their house in East Barre. Thomas died in 1800, leaving a 17-year-old
son, John, to head the Nichols family.

The house remained in the Nichols family until about 1900, the County Gazetteer report-
ing that the grandson, Thomas B, Nichols, maintained a farm in the 1880's, consisting
of 130 acres, 18 head of cattle and 1000 sugar trees. The house is one of the few
remaining dwellings built by a first settler family in the Barre-Montpelier area.
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