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• Large sa lmon B r i c k cKurcTi w f t h 
square c o r n e r t o w e r . T r i p l e ' 
p o i n t e d - a r c h w i n d o w s . ' 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")  
Staple to left side of form  
Photo number ' I - I f 
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la Area no. Form no. 

WcA^ 

1. Town F a l l R i v e r , Ma. 

Addressi355 No . Ma in S t . 

N a me S t . J o s e p h ' s Church 

Present use c h u r c h 

Present owner S t . J o s e p h ' s Church 
L g e . sa lmon b r i c k c h u r c h w / 

3. Descr ip t ionrgrani te t r i m , s q . c o r n e r 
t o w e r . , 

Date 1880 ' 

Source c o r n e r s t o n e 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

is*y 

•I 
(0 

(over) 

Style H i g h V i c t o r i a n G o t h i c ( R u s k i n i a n ) 

Architect Pat r ick C. Keely ' 

Exterior wail fabric salmon b r i c k 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features Repeated f e a t u r e : t r i p l e  
p o i n t e d - a r c h windows w/ b r i c k ~ & "  
s t o n e e n f r a m e m e n t s . Tower b l o c k e d  
f o r w a r d , 3 p o i n t e d - a r c i r ^ e h t r a n c e s ,  
g r a n i t e b a n d i n g . 

Altered 

Moved no 

Date 

Date 

5. Lot size: 41 ,862 s q . f t . -

V One acre or less ' x Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

'* ' a t s i d e w a l k 

6. Recorded by P. G iza 

Organization F . R . O . H . P . 

Date O c t . 7 , 1980 

^.^.^A&:.L-^A. 



..() 

7. Original owner (if known) S t . J o s e p h ' s Church 

Original use c h u r c h 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal * . 
Agricultural 
Architectural v 
The Arts ' • 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

C 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Mil i tary 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
P a r i s h H i s t o r y : S t . J o s e p h ' s was f o u n d e d i n t h e s p r i n g o f 1873 t o se 
End C a t h o l i c s who u n t i l t h e n b e l o n g e d t o S t . M a r y ' s C a t h e d r a l . The 
S t . J o s e p h ' s Church was a t e m p o r a r y e d i f i c e on V e s t a l S t . , w h i c h was 
moved t o t h e p r e s e n t s i t e on N o r t h Main S t . & Weetamoe S t r e e t . The 
t i o n r a p i d l y i n c r e a s e d & on Monday, A p r i l 5 , 1 8 8 0 , g r o u n d was b r o k e n 
s t r u c t i o n o f a new c h u r c h . The c h u r c h was f o r m a l l y d e d i c a t e d i n 188 
H e n d r i c k e n . For a t i m e , F r e n c h - s p e a k i n g C a t h o l i c s a t t e n d e d S t . Jose 
as t h e i r number i n c r e a s e d , t h e y f o r m e d a p a r i s h S t . M a t h i e u ' s i n 188 
J o s e p h ' s r e c t o r y was b u i l t i n 1889 . „ . . 

r v e N o r t h 
f i r s t 

l a t e r 
c o n g r e g a -
f o r c o n -
5 by B i s h 
p h ' s , b u t 
7 . S t . 

A handsome, High V i c t o r i a n Gothic s t r u c t u r e , S t . Joseph's i s one o f th ree d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
churches designed by P a t r i c k C. Kee ly , one o f the c o u n t r y ' s l e a d i n g C a t h o l i c e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 
a r c h i t e c t s . His r e p u t a t i o n was e s t a b l i s h e d l o c a l l y w i t h the des ign f o r S t . Mary 's 
Ca thedra l (1852-1855). S t . Joseph's was b u i l t t o accommodate the growing.numbers o f 
C a t h o l i c s who had s e t t l e d i n the n o r t h e r n s e c t i o n o f the c i t y i n t̂ he 1870's t o work i n 
the n o r t h e r n m i l l s (Border C i t y , Nar raganse t t , Mechanics, Sagamore). Kee ly , an I r i s h 
immigran t , was a l e a d i n g exponent o f the Gothic R e v i v a l ; S t . Joseph's i s unique i n t h a t 
i t f o l l o w s the more popu la r s t y l e — V i c t o r i a n G o t h i c — f o r p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s i n F a l l R iver 
c .1876-1880. The use o f b r i c k i n s t e a d o f g r a n i t e here was common i n t h i s neighborhood, 
as b r i c k was more economical t o s h i p by wa te r , than t o hau l s tone down the steep h i l l s . 
Located oppos i t e the N o r t h B u r i a l Ground, S t . Joseph's i s an i m p o r t a n t v i s u a l landmark 
i n the n o r t h e r n s e c t i o n o f the c i t y . I t r e t a i n s i t s i n t e g r i t y o f 'design, workmanship 
and s e t t i n g ; i t meets C r i t e r i a A and C o f the N a t i o n a l Reg i s t e r o f H i s t o r i c P laces . 

3i 'Jj.. ' *t. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

A t l a s o f B r i s t o l C o u n t y - 1895- s t r u c t u r e shown 
1883- structure shown -:-• ' y 

i - • 1 8 7 1 - no s t r u c t u r e -
F a l l R i v e r H e r a l d News- March 15 , 1977 ^ , * , 

. ( ills- . Vr.i..'Jk'--.:.:^W4i'a4; 
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71. Read, Nathan, House 

72. Ruggles Park 

73. Sagamore M i l l No. 2 
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Attest 

75. Sanford Spinning Co. 

76. Santo Christo Cliurch 

77. Seaconnet Mills 
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National Heelst^-* ^ 

Attest 
y ^ -
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1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classlflcation 
8 I ... -We' 'Miu I I P'J 

4. Owner of Property 

s. Location of Legal Description 

I. Representat~on In Existing Surveys ...... ........., ..... _ ........... , ,.. -
7. Description 
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_ summary paragraph 
_ completeness 

clarity 

-
•Iterations/ lnteg rl ty 
d•t•• 
boundary ••l•ctlon 
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6m S i g n i f i c a n c e 

Pmtim* krmmm ml l lpHWcim Ckttk mm* JusMy M M  

9pmmmm *mtmm •yll<«r'»>chH—< "•my.. 

summary paragraph y 
comp le teness 

c l a r i t y 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checked 
relat ing signi f icance to 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionsh ip of i n t eg r i t y 

to s ign i f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
other 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l P a t a 

I of nomlnaMd praporty . 

Ouadrangt* nanw 

UMT Rafafanoaa 

Va>kal >iim<ani *mmerifttmm mmi* ImmtinemUmn 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

Tha avaluatad (Ignlflcanea of tttla propany wtthin ttw atata la: 

national atata local 

Mata HIatonc Praaarvatlon Otficar aignatura 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Ques t i ons concern ing t h i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 

Signed Date Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s fo r any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t a c h e d sheet 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 
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