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eLarge salmon Brick cKurcTi wfth
square corner tower. Triple
pointed-arch windows.

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number 'l - f

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.
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. Town Fall River, Ma

Addressi355 No. Main St.
Name St. Joseph's Church
Present use church

Present owner St. Joseph's Church
Lge. salmon brick church w/

. Descriptionrgranite trim, sq. corner

tower. ,
Date 1880

Source cornerstone
Style High Victorian Gothic (Ruskinian)

Architect Patrick C. Keely

Exterior wail fabric salmon brick
Outbuildings (describe)

Other features Repeated feature: triple
pointed-arch windows w/ brick~& "
stone enframements. Tower blocked
forward, 3 pointed-arcir®ehtrances,
granite banding.

Altered Date

Moved no Date

. Lot size: 41,862 sq. ft. -

One acre or less 'Xx Over one acre
Approximate frontage

Approximate distance of building from street
* ' at sidewalk

P. Giza

F.R.O.H.P.

Organization

Date Oct. 7, 1980



7. Original owner (if known) St. Joseph's Church
Original use church
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal *o. Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural v C Exploration/ Science/

The Arts ‘e settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Parish History: St. Joseph's was founded in the spring of 1873 to serye North
End Catholics who until then belonged to St. Mary's Cathedral. The fj,gt

St. Joseph's Church was a temporary edifice on Vestal St., which was |gter
moved to the present site on North Main St. & Weetamoe Street. The congrega-
tion rapidly increased & on Monday, April 5, 1880,ground was broken fgor con-
struction of a new church. The church was formally dedicated in 1885 py Bish
Hendricken. For a time, French-speaking Catholics attended St. Joseph's, but
as their number increased, they formed a parish St. Mathieu's in 1887, St.
Joseph's rectory was built in 1889. I

A handsome, High Victorian Gothic structure, St. Joseph's is one of three distinguished
churches designed by Patrick C. Keely, one of the country's leading Catholic ecclesiastical
architects. His reputation was established locally with the design for St. Mary's
Cathedral (1852-1855). St. Joseph's was built to accommodate the growing.numbers of
Catholics who had settled in the northern section of the city in tthe 1870's to work in
the northern mills (Border City, Narragansett, Mechanics, Sagamore). Keely, an Irish
immigrant, was a leading exponent of the Gothic Revival; St. Joseph's is unique in that
it follows the more popular style—Victorian Gothic—for public buildings in Fall River
c.1876-1880. The use of brick instead of granite here was common in this neighborhood,
as brick was more economical to ship by water, than to haul stone down the steep hills.
Located opposite the North Burial Ground, St. Joseph's is an important visual landmark
in the northern section of the city. It retains its integrity of 'design, workmanship
and setting; it meets Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

3. At

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
Atlas of Bristol County- 1895- structure shown
1883-  structure shown -i-e y
-0 1871- no structure -
Fall River Herald News- March 15, 1977 N, *
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