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The Shoup building is a three-story commercial structure constructed of local 
brick. The facade's upper story windows haye cut stone segmental arches and 
sills. The building terminates with a brick cornice wtth a red and white 
brick band below it. The stone plaque reads "Shoup 1886" and contains a masonic 
symbol.

The side wtndows have brick segmental arches, A brick two-story warehouse was 
added to the rear tn 1887. Twenty years later the two-and-a-half story addition 
was constructed. This conttnues the red and white brtck banding motif, but 
has a more elaborate brick cornice.

The building's exterior remains unaltered except for the remodeled facade on 
the first story and the loss of the upper story's iron shutters, whose hinges 
still remain in the walls.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Shoup building is the most pretentious store building-of Idaho's territorial 
period. The Idaho Recorder considered the building to be "a monster establish­ 
ment" which had "no equal in Idaho." The Challis Messenger was more specific 
and claimed "It is far and above in height and magnificence than those structures 
which have preceded it; and arques a new era in building and business prosperity." 
The building, which housed the Masonic Hall on the third floor and the county 
courts on the second, remains an important Salmon landmark.

The building's owner, George Shoup, came to Salmon in 1866, three months after 
the town's founding, and opened the Pioneer Mercantile Store. He at first oper­ 
ated from a tent and later erected a log cabin store, which this brick eventually 
supplanted.

During the 1870's Shoup served in both houses of the territorial legislature and 
went on to be appointed the territory's last governor in 1889, He was then elected 
Idaho's first state governor, and from this position he advanced to the United 
States Senate.
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