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Date late 17thcentury
Source visual analysis
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Coioniaj. vernacuxar extei iui

Architect  UrknovTi
Exterior Wdl Fabric Shingles

Outbuildings -'one
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rooms added, 18th c.

Condition Good

Moved No Dae -/A
Acreage | ess than one acre
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far fron theEssex River.
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Property Name “irrilk House

Indicate each item on inventory form vrfiich is being continued below.
S| GNI FI CANCE

The Herrick House retains integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, and workmanship initsFirst Period frame and surviving
original finish. The building, therefore, neets criterion C

Al though a title search has not been carried out on the property, the
Proctor and Bray families are traditionally associated with the
site. During replacement of the original central chimey i n 1910, a
wor kman found a brick dated 1672. Should deed research corroborate
1672 as the construction date, and should further physical

exam nation reveal that the lean-to of the original section was
integral as i1 s suspected, the house would take on added
significance. The structure would then predate by 11 years the
earliest known integral lean-to i n New England.

The segmentally arched door head i nthe original rear wall of the
left hand room i sa rare surviving exanple of decorative First Period
carpentry work. Segmentally arched doors are known i nonly one or

two other exanples i n the study area.

EXTER OR DESCRI PTI ON

The Herrick House i s 2 1/2 stories i nheight, 5 bays wi de and one
room deep with a |lean-to. The house began as a single cell structure
consisting of the left hand rooms and chi mey bay. Whether the

| ean-to was integral to that structure cannot be determined without

further removal of finishes. The right hand file of rooms was added
in the 18th century. A full dormer i nthe lean-to and a small rear
shed are products of the early 20th century remodeling of the house
for use as a hospital. The roof, of moderately steep pitch, is

pierced by one narrow central chimey, an early 20th century
replacement of the original chimey. A plain doorway and simply
framed sash windows mark the exterior of this shingled house.

MAJCR FI RST PERI D FEATURES
t

First Period features are seen inthe left hand roons and attic. In
the left hand room the longitudinal summer beam the only framing
menber exposed, has 1 3/4" wide quarter-round chanfers, flat collars

and concave taper stops. The room also retains at |east one wall of
original clay plaster, heavily whitev*ashed, i nwhich an original
arched doorway has recently been uncovered (see photo). The doorway

In the rear wall has a segmentally arched head which i sl etinto the
studs on either side.
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Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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(fice of the Secretary, Boston
Property Name SeJdJick House

Indicate each itemoninventory formwhich is being continued bel ow

h eft hand chamber, thesummer ti e beamhas 1 1/2" wide ffll
e
r

el
rs and crude |amb's tongue stops. Joist spacing i nthe
elatively narrow 20 inches on center.

In t at
cham oor
is a

In theattic, where only an occasional framng menber i svisible
there i sevidence of a purlin roof with broad, flat, hewn purlins
dovetail jointed collar beamwas present i nat |east one set of

original rafters.

LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES

Fini shes have recently been removed from theright hand chanber i n
the portion of thehouse added i n thegth century. There i sclear
evidence that theunchanfered summer (je beam was exposed and

whi tewashed for a time before being boxed, while therest of the
ceiling was plastered from the beginning.  Current renovations have
also all owed examination of the interesting method of joining the
17th and |sth century portions of thehouse at t herear plate. The
newer plate laps under theoriginal end tie beaminside of the
original corner post, and i s supporteq by i ts own post. This creats
astrong juynction, but means that the plates of theold and t henew
portions of thehouse arenot aligned

The staircase i sfinished with simple trim i ntheFederal style

o)-
Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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