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main view of house Town Gloucester. 

Rear post of r i g h t hand addition at j'-'nctio^j^^.g^^ 189 Concord Street 
with old part. New plate resting on post 
and extending under the beam of o r i g i n a l Historic Name ^^^^ Proctor Herrick House 
house (See photo 30-16 for comparison) 
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Detail: summer beam left-hand room 

h i s t o r i c photograph 
Use: Present Residence 

Doorway to rear, o r i g i n a l room. Arched head 
Original Residence 

support i s framed into studs on either 
side 

Sketch Map:; 

DESCRIPTION 

Date late 17th century 

Source visual analysis 

Style ^ i ^ s t Period core w/19th, early 20th 
Coioniaj. vernacuxar extei i u i 

Architect UnknovTi 

Exterior Wall Fabric Shingles 

Outbuildings -'one 

UTl̂  REFERENCE 

Z E N 

19 / 356-660 / 4722-330 

USGS QUADRANGLE c-lour-pcrpr (now Rockport) 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Major Alterations (with dates) P-ip'nt-han 

rooms added, 18th c. 

Condition Good 

Moved No Date -/A 

Acreage less than one acre 

Setting 1 foot from road at r i ^ h t front 

comer, i n a r u r a l , isolated se-tting not 

far fron the Essex River. 

Recorded by Anne Gradv 

Organization  

Date September I°B5 

Tjcston Universitv 
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Property Name: ^ i r r i l k House 

Indicate each item on inventory form vrfiich is being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The He r r i c k House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , 
m a t e r i a l s , and workmanship i n i t s F i r s t Period frame and s u r v i v i n g 
o r i g i n a l f i n i s h . The b u i l d i n g , t h e r e f o r e , meets c r i t e r i o n C. 
Although a t i t l e search has not been c a r r i e d out on the property, the 
Proctor and Bray f a m i l i e s are t r a d i t i o n a l l y associated w i t h the 
s i t e . During replacement of the o r i g i n a l c e n t r a l chimney i n 1910, a 
workman found a b r i c k dated 1672. Should deed research corroborate 
1672 as the c o n s t r u c t i o n date, and should f u r t h e r p h y s i c a l 
examination reveal t h a t the lean-to of the o r i g i n a l s e c t i o n was 
i n t e g r a l as i s suspected, the house would take on added 
s i g n i f i c a n c e . The s t r u c t u r e would then predate by 11 years the 
e a r l i e s t known i n t e g r a l lean-to i n New England. 

The segmentally arched door head i n the o r i g i n a l rear w a l l of the 
l e f t hand room i s a r a r e s u r v i v i n g example of decorative F i r s t Period 
carpentry work. Segmentally arched doors are known i n only one or 
two other examples i n the study area. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The H e r r i c k House i s 2 1/2 s t o r i e s i n height, 5 bays wide and one 
room deep w i t h a l e a n - t o . The house began as a s i n g l e c e l l s t r u c t u r e 
c o n s i s t i n g of the l e f t hand rooms and chimney bay. Whether the 
lean-to was i n t e g r a l t o t h a t s t r u c t u r e cannot be determined without 
f u r t h e r removal of f i n i s h e s . The r i g h t hand f i l e of rooms was added 
i n the 18th century. A f u l l dormer i n the lean-to and a small rear 
shed are products of the e a r l y 20th century remodeling of the house 
fo r use as a h o s p i t a l . The r o o f , of moderately steep p i t c h , i s 
pierced by one narrow c e n t r a l chimney, an e a r l y 20th century 
replacement of the o r i g i n a l chimney. A p l a i n doorway and simply 
framed sash windows mark the e x t e r i o r of t h i s shingled house. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 
t 

F i r s t Period features are seen i n the l e f t hand rooms and a t t i c . I n 
the l e f t hand room, the l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam, the only framing 
member exposed, has 1 3/4" wide quarter-round chamfers, f l a t c o l l a r s 
and concave taper stops. The room also r e t a i n s at l e a s t one w a l l of 
o r i g i n a l clay p l a s t e r , h e a v i l y whitev^ashed, i n which an o r i g i n a l 
arched doorway has r e c e n t l y been uncovered (see photo). The doorway 
In the rear w a l l has a segmentally arched head which i s l e t i n t o the 
studs on e i t h e r side. 
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Property Name: SeJJick House 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

I n the l e f t hand chamber, the summer t i e beam has 1 1/2" wide f l a t 
chamfers and crude lamb's tongue stops. J o i s t spacing i n the f l o o r 
i s a r e l a t i v e l y narrow 20 inches on center. 

I n the a t t i c , where only an occasional framing member i s v i s i b l e 
there i s evidence of a p u r l i n roof w i t h broad, f l a t , hewn p u r l i n s 
d o v e t a i l j o i n t e d c o l l a r beam was present i n at l e a s t one set of 
o r i g i n a l r a f t e r s . 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 
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corner post, and i s supporte 
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rom the r i g h t hand chamber i n 
18th century. There i s clear 
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ing. Current renovations have 
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house at the rear p l a t e . The 
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d by i t s own post. This creats 
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The s t a i r c a s e i s f i n i s h e d w i t h simple t r i m i n the Federal s t y l e 
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