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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Located on the corner of Spring Valley and Lorraine roads near Larkspur, Colorado, 
the Spring Valley School stands as a rural landmark near the Great Divide that 
separates the Arkansas and South Platte river drainages. Pike's Peak, the region's 
great landmark, lies clearly visible twenty-five miles away. The schoolhouse 
itself is a single, detached one-story building made of native lumber purchased from 
a nearby sawmill. The structure is basically rectangular in shape with a small 
projection on the south facade. The east or main facade has four bays including 
a door located in the projection. The west facade has three bays, the south facade 
one bay, and the north facade no bays. Both the main structure and the projection 
have gabled roofs. The structure has a stone foundation (now overlaid with cement) 
and a clapboard exterior built over a balloon frame. The roof is covered with 
shingles. A single brick chimney projects through the apex near the northern edge 
of the roof.

Several related wooden outbuildings flank the schoolhouse to the west. Close to 
and slightly northwest of the structure lies a wood shed. Farther away and to the 
southwest lies an outhouse, and even farther southwest sits a horse barn once 
used by the schoolmaster and students. The entire property is surrounded by a 
fence—wire on the north and west, board on the south, split rail on the east.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Spring Valley School is significant for its association with educational
development in Douglas County, Colorado; for its role as a local community center; 
for its position as a rural landmark; and for its architecture which manifests the 
characteristic elements of vernacular, one-room schoolhouses in early day Colorado.

The first settlers in the Spring Valley area arrived during the gold rush in 1859, 
but it was not until after the Civil War that a permanent settlement known as Spring 
Valley emerged. In its early years the settlement consisted of a fort (for the 
high plains Indian wars still continued), store, stagecoach stop, dairy, cheese 
factory, and other buildings. The settlers recognized the need for a school, and 
about 1873 or 1874 a David Holden provided an acre of land with a 100-year lease. 
Harrison Bucks and John Geiger erected the school shortly thereafter along with the 
related outbuildings—a privy, a storage shed for coal and wood, a stable for the 
horses of teacher and students, and a well to alleviate the necessity of hauling 
drinking water from nearby ranches. Later, the original uncovered porch was covered 
over to create a "teachery," a place where the teacher could live. The exact 
dates of the school 1 s construction cannot be determined because of the recent fire 
which destroyed the Douglas County Courthouse, but it is known that classes began 
at least as early as the fall of 1874. When opened, the school served an area 
about six miles long and three miles wide, provided instruction for pupils in grades 
one through eight, and was one of the first of about 100 one-room schoolhouses 
eventually built in Douglas County. In addition to its educational use, the school- 
house served as a meeting place for the local members of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, the Grange, and other organizations, and for wedding receptions, dances, 
funerals, and other community events.

By 1946 the School had outlived its purposes after nearly three—quarters of a 
century of use. Much of the local populace had drifted away, and it was decided to 
bus the remaining students elsewhere. Later the schoolhouse was given to the 
Douglas County Historical Society in hope the structure could be moved to Castle 
Rock and converted into a museum, but these plans fell through. The School remained 
where it was until the 100-year lease expired and the structure passed into the 
hands of the present owners who have begun renovation.

From an architectural standpoint the schoolhouse and its related outbuildings are 
all vernacular structures reflecting the skills and knowledge of rural builders in 

the 1870s. The simple design, basic construction, and lack of decorative elements
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

South East 1.1 acres of the W 1/2 of the NW 1/4 of Section 27, Township 10 South, 
Range 66 west of the 6th P.M., Douglas County, Colorado.
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illustrate both the utilitarian conceptions of the architects and the community's 
lack of numbers and wealth.
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