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IT,S» Dept. of the Interior, Pish m d Wildlife Service, Desert National 
Wildlife- Range__________________ ~
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Headquarters, Desert National Wildlife Range
o
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Las Vegas Nevada 32
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(Check One) 

''2 Fair ["30 Deteriorated [ | Ruins

(Check One)

Moved Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORI GtN A L (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hidden Forest Cabin is constructed of rough/manually worked pine logs. 
The actual date of construction is unknown* In its original state, deter­ 
mined from old photographs, it was roofed with sapings and dirt. There 
were also two associated out buildings. This cabin is known to have be>en 
used by bootleggers during prohibition and propectors until around 1R96» 
Prior to this time it was possibly used by unsuccessful ranching attempts.

The present appearance of cabin is slightly altered from the original 
structure. The adjacent out buildings have been removed and the roof 
replaced with * wood and tarpaper. Also two windows have been added* 
The interior of the cabin consists of wood plank flooring,r,a wood stove, 
and six bunk beds* It is currently used for overnight shelter by personnel 
of the Desert National Wildlife Range on routine patrols and surveys*
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hidden Forest Cabin has been -used for various purposes dating back to 
the early l%0t)»s« It is known to have been used by bootleggers during 
prohibition* According to legend the cabin was used as a robberSs hideout. 
The cabin was also used by propectors and local ranching operatioiBB. The 
cabin was in fair condition when the Desert national Wildlife Range, then 
Desert Game Range, was initially staffed in 1938* An area just below1 the 
present site was initially, recommended for the refuge headquarters in April 
1938. It has been used as an overnight shelter for refuge personnel since 
that date.
Hidden Forest Cabin is presently located within the proposed Desert 
Wilderness Area and the Hidden Forest Canyon is a popular area among 
refuge visitors.
Much of the history surrounding the cabin and the associated area is open 
to debate. Unsubstantiated stories and legends concerning the area have 
multiplied over th© past 20 years. Research could probably varify some 
history that has become exaggerated. This could be documented and utilized 
for interpretation of this unique cabin.u/



Desert -National Wildlife Range Files, 1938 to present.
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NAME AND TITLE: ,

Joel S« Miller, Assistant -Refuge-.Ma-nager April 30,-1974
BUSINESS ADDRESS:

National'Wildlife Range
STREET AND NUMBER: PHONE:

702-878-9617

32

State Liaison Officer recommendation:

None

State Liaison Officer Signature

In compliance with Executive Order 11593, I hereby 
nominate this property to the National Register, certify­ 
ing that the State Liaison Officer has been allowed 90 
days in which to present the nomination to the State Re­ 
view Board and to evaluate its significance. The recom- 

of sigrfificance/is/ National [~~1 State

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

u i^x^r^^
Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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