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DESCRIBE THE F’RESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Hidden Forest Cabin is constructed of rough manually w rked pine logs.
'~ The actual date of construction is unknowne. In its original state, deter-
mined from old photographs, it was roofed with sapings and dirt. There.
were also two associated out buildingse This cebin is known to have been
used by bootlegrers during prohibition and propectors until around 1%36.
Prior to this time it was possibly used by unsuccessful ranching attempts.

The present appearance of the cabin is sl;ghtly altered from the or1g1na1
structure. The adjacent out buildings have been removed and the roof
replaced with - wood and tarpaper. Also two windows have been addede

The interior of the cabin consists of wood plank flooring,:.a wood stove,
and six bunk bedse - It is currently used for overnight shelter by personnel
of the Desert National Wildlife Range on routine patrols and surveyse
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hidden Forest Cabln.has been used for various purposes dating back o
the early 1900's. It is known to have been used by bootlegrers during
prohibitione ALccording to legend the cabin was used as a robberls hideout.
The cabin was also used by propectors and local ranching operatiomse The
cabin was in fair condition when the Desert Wational Wildlife Range, then
Desert Came Range, was initially staffed in 1938 An area just bel ow the
present site was initially recommended for the refuge headguarters in April
1938, It has been used as an overnight shelter for refuge personnel since
that dates ,

Hidden Forest Cabin is presently located within the proposed Deserd
Wilderness Area and fhe Hidden Forest Canyon is a popular area among

refuge visitorse

Much of the history surrounding the cabin and the associated area 1s open
to debatee Unsubstantiated stories and legends concerning the area have
multiplied over the past 20 yearse Research could probably varify some
history that has become exaggerateds This could be documented and utilized
for interpretation of this unique cabinsc.
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