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Photo number 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
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(over) 
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1. Town Fa l l River, Mass. 

Address 427 Robeson St. 

Name Fa l l River Children's Hone 

Present use Offices 

Present owner The Children's Home 

3. Description: 2 l /2story institutd.onal Bldg. 

• Date 1894 " " -

* ... Source Bldg. Permit #180 

Style Colonial Revival • 

Architect 

Exterior wall fabric red brick 

Outbuildings (describe) stdLck style picnic 
shelter 

Other features mudual cross-ganibrel roof, 
bracketed cornice brown stone turimTpeaiSentec 
dormers, large f ron t porch supported on 
raised columns. 

Altered_ 

Moved 

Date_ 

Date 

5. Lot size: 90,411 sq. f t . " 

One acre or less Over one acre x 

Approximate frontage 301' 

Approximate distance of building from street 

25' ^ ' " ' 

6. Recorded by Patricia Giza 

Organization FROHP 

Date Feb. 18, 1981 



7. Original owner (if known) Children's Home of Fa l l River 

Original use Children's Hare 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal " 
Agricultural 
Architectural * 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

JL. 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Children's Home i s h i s t o r i c a l l y significant as one of the city's early social 
welfare agencies and architecturally notable as a brick Colonial Revival i n s t i t u t i o n 
vAiich successfully aims for a hone-like rat±ier than i n s t i t u t i o n a l appearance. 

The substantial 1894 "home" i s not typical of the Colonial Revival but does u t i l i z e 
elements associated with that style, including a columned porch, bracketed cornice, 
gambrel roof, and pedimented formers. The asynrneturical massing of the building, i t s 
corplicated roof l i n e of intersecting gambrels, and the eliptd.cal window on the front 
facade and the use of brownstone tr i m are reminiscent of the earlier Queen Anne style. 
Alt±ough d i f f i c u l t to cat:agorize s t y l i s t i c a l l y , the well-crafted and v i r t u a l l y intact 
structure ranks among t±ie city's best exanples of late 19th century i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
architecture. I t s appearance i s enhanced by the setting on a large l o t . 

The Children's Hane was founded i n 1873 as a merger of the Fall River Orphan's Asylum 
and Children's Friend Society. I t was intented to function as a heme rather than an 
instd-tution and orig i n a l l y occupied a house on the noirthwest comer of No. Main and 
President Avenue. A wooden building later erected on Robeson St. was replaced by the 
present structure i n 1895. 

For most of i t s history the Children's Hcxne has been a favored c i t y charity. In 
recent years i t has provided a residential program for about 20 children ages 9 to 16 
v^o stay an average of 3 years. 

Because of i t s unusual style, fine workmanship, int:act quality and long history as an 
iirportant Fall River social i n s t i t u t i o n , the Children's Home meetzs c r i t e r i a A and C 
of the National Register, individually. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

Bldg. Dept.- Children's Home-May 10, 1894-brick, stone and wood-comer Walnut & 
Robeson-home-48^2X70% $22,000-Permit # 180-3 stories-Ell 17X26.7 

Vfeter Dept.-Children's Home-May 2, 1894-App. #5964 ^ -
Atlas of Fall River-1895-Children's Hone shown located comer Walnut & Robeson 

1883-A children's Hone i s shown further east down Walnut St. j . ' 
• ' not same slmicture as on 1895 Atlas. • 

Phillip's History of F a l l River-Vol. I I - pg. 96 
Fall River Herald News-April 15, 1947 & Oct. 14, 1977-pg.9 

.;irf..?fiiil"j;,rti'jiSiifi;...-.T. 
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