Area Fom no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSON -3
294 Washineton Street- ,Rni-.nn. MA n7in«

Rfiflding;
3 251 Ash Stbh««*
3ric Name
Original Dwelling
Present Dwelling

rship: C3 Private individual
Private organization

Public

Original owner Benjamin E. Beard

ucoCRIPTION:

Date c. 1851-1854
Source Assessors val. list, 1854 \“ap

Style Greek Revival

- Architect
Exterior wall fabric Clapboards

Outbui 1dings 2Cth c. toolshed

Major alterations (with dates) EII| on

south « -«
:Moved HO Date
Approx. acreage 19" s.f.

Recorded by Architectural Preservation Setting Faces east on raised
Associates

Organization Reading Historical Commi g<jnn corner lot
Date November m/@
Date ~/P" 'Vn7% tf/v7tffC6<J

(Staple additional sheets here)



.1

ARCHITECTURAL SGNIHCANCE (describe important architectural features ad
evaluate in terras of other buildings within community)

This is a common Reading house form of the Greek Revival period: one and
one-half stories, with the long side parallel to Che street and wide
corner pilasters supporting an entablature. Here the entablature is

of the classical three parts, rather than the more usual two parts.

The door surround is the major focus of architectural interest. It
retains a Federal tallness and high entablature. Window surrounds have
\elaborate molded cornices. This cottage represents an elaborate ex-
["ample of the Greek Revival in Reading.

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE (explain the role ownes played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the coinmunity)

Benjamin E. Beard was said to have been the first person in
tovm to meke the watch and jewelry trade a distinct business. He
opened a store in 1847 which he continued until his death in 1868.
He was succeeded by his son,*who moved the business to the Lyceum
Building (now demolished) in 1873. Previous to opening his own
store, B. E. Beard worked for Daniel Pratt (clock manufacturer).

* Uillian E. i-er.rC,

BIBLIOGRAFHY and/or REFERENCES
1830 map- no

1854 map- Benjamin E. Beard
1875 map- yes but no name.
1850 & 1860 Valuation lists

Eaton, Genealogical History, p.525
20M-2/80



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Ccnnunity: Fam No

MASSACHUETTS HISTORICAL COMISSON P.eG.din:: P-34
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Indicate each item on inventory fbim which is being continued beow.

TNs rrorert” is sirnific=~nt (1) for its connection -rith v.'atchnaker-
~rev-der "en.irr.in Zes.rd; snd. (2) -s sn exar.ple of the t:,nic?.| GreeV
T'evivpl cotta™e built in Readin-- through the IS5C's. It retains in-
tc-rity of location, clesi~n, settinc;, materials, v;ori:"anship, and
feelin®-, and .neas Criteria 2 and C of the national P.ecister.

Staple to Inventory form at bottoi



NPS Form 10'900-i

United States Department of the Interior

Nationai Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet

Name
State

Nomination/Type of Review

21. Beard, Benjamin, House

Iltem number

Reading Multiple Resource Area
Middlesex Countv. MASSACHUSETTS

22. Boston and Maine Railroad Depot

23. Bowsar Gazebo

Brackett House

24,

25. Brande House

26. Brooks, Francis,

House Entered

Entered in ~9
National Register
Siitoroi in tEa
Katlonal EegiBter.
Kivourod in the
national Register
Lt*Nr?2T MWW

Kational Eegtater

In the
Bstloiua fieglster

27. Carroll-Hartshorn House

28. Carter Mansion

29. Coggin, GIlnman, House

3Q_ Cook, Asa M , House

Kircorei) i n A<
National Register

Entered I n t he
National Reg stq >

Entered I n t he
Nat i onal Regl stpr

o' Ne/MAN

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

For HFS @ oty

date entered

Page *

Multiple Resource Area
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.eeper
Attest
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Attest
Keeper
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/deeper
Attest
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WASO Form - 177
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Beard, Benjamin, House (Reading MRA)

Middlesex County
MASSACHUSETTS

resubmission

m] nomination by person or local government

mi owner objection
CH appeal

Substantive Review: CH sample .

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category

4. Owner of Property

Ownership
Public Acquisition

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible?

7. Description

Condition

excellent | | deteriorated
CH good CH ruins
CH fair unexposed

request

yes

Egtered T‘n

a AM .

Working No. m
Fed. Reg. Date:r"AAN

Date Due
Afition:
tEts

n

Nat i onal Begt ster

ederal Agency:

appeal

.technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

Status
Accessible

CJ no

Check one
unaltered
altered

Describe tlie present and original (if known) physical appearance

CH summary paragraph
CH completeness

CH clarity

CH alterations/integrity
| Idates

I I boundary selection

TSMNVT
NUNCEPT

4 34

DCTHDM
RETURN

REJECT

CH NR decision

Recom./Criteria.

Reviewer
Discipline
Date

see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one

original site

moved

date.

7

-] 9 ~AY ~
-/f-irlA



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CH summary paragraph

CH completeness

CH clarity

CH applicable criteria

CH justification of areas checked

CH relating significance to the resource
CH context

CH relationship of integrity to significance
CH justification of exception

CH other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Vert>al boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CH Maps
CH Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290



