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OWNER'S NAME:

Thomas Alexander Evins
STREET AND NUMBER:

563 Church St
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Spartanburg South Carolina 41
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Greek Revival antebellum, circa 1854. Two stories, four­ 
square interior plan on both floors; mosquito basement. White clapboard 
massive Doric columns; notable balustrades on double piazzas. All 
bricks handmade on nearby Chinquapin Creek; handblown glass. Entrance 
with transom and sidelights flanked by Doric, fluted, superimposed 
columns supporting architrave with triglyphs. Small end pilasters 
at house corners. Original kitchen, slave quarters, smoke house, well.

Landscaped three-acre setting includes wistaria, Lady Banksifc. 
roses, tea olive, considerable old boxwood and an ample grove of oaks 
dating from early Spartanburg history.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One of the two mosquito cottages remaining in Spartanburg, the
Dr. James Bivings Home is an unusually beautiful and well-cared-for 
example of South Carolina's antebellum Greek Revival architecture. It 
is particularly notable for the quality of its carpentry craftmanship.

The house is important, also, because the family which built and 
has lived in it since has supplied Spartanburg with industrial, 
religious, political and civic leaders prominent in the development 
of the area.

The house was built by a highly successful textile pioneer, Dr. 
James Bivings, who came to the South Carolina Piedmont in 1832 from 
Lincolnton, N.C., and was chiefly responsible for building and promoting 
manufacturing in the Spartanburg district. He founded Glendale Mills, 
first large textile plant in the area.

Subsequent family occupants have been a Bivings nephew, Col. 
John Hamilton Evins, elected U.S. Congressman in the 1876 "Red Shirt 
Election" and serving until his death in 1884; and Mr. Choice Evins, 
who was president of Clifton and Glendale Manufacturing Co., and 
Chairman of the Board of Converse College in Spartanburg.

Forebears of the present owner date back to early Spartanburg 
history, and include Revolutionary War soldiers Alexander Evins and 
Gen. Thomas Moore, who fought in the Battle of Cowpens when he was 
a boy of 16.
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Laudrum History of Spartanburg County
WPA A History Of Spartanburg County
Shaffer Carolina Gardens

, American Guide Series
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