FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.
hJuJc

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION NW CAMB. lIDI
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

L Town cambridgo
Address 45 Matignon Avenue

NameAlmshouse

Present use religious
2, Photo (3x3" or 3x5")

Staple to left side of form
Photo number | [O"- 6 A Roman Catholic Archbishop
Present owner of Boston Corporation Sole
3. Description: Rev. John Taglino
Dae 1850
Source refr rczsird®
style Greek Revival/ltalianate
Architect Gridley J. F. Bryant
Exterior wall fabric stone
Outbuildings (describe)
Other features excellent masonry

slcite, granite which was used for

quoins, belt courses and cornices.

Altered Yes- later Date post 1927
additions
Moved No Date
5. Lot size;
Ore acre or less Over one acre XXX

Approximate frontage
Approximate distance of building from street
10 feet
6. Recorded by Bainbridge Bunting
Organization Cambridge Historical Comm.

Date 1965

rwWrnmuliii

)OM-5-77



7. Original owner (if known) City of Cambridge
Original use al mshouse
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates school - convent

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education XX Religion XT
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention

Commerce | ndustry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian XX
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

In 1849 t heCity purchased "eighteenth century
'z Estate for the site of itsnew Poor Farm thefifth AZ-
facility of itstype i nCanbridge.

The winning architectural design for the structure
was submitted by Rev. Louis Dwight and Gridley J. F.

Bryant. Dwi ght was known for his pioneering worki n
prison reform and care of the poor andmentally ill. Bryant
woul d later design Boston's Ol dCity- Hall.

The Al mshouse follows a radial plan with a central
octagonal section andfour residential wings, a concept
based on | ate eighteenth century English jail prototypes.”
Consi dered advanced for itstime, thecruciformplan <«

w o appeared in other local comm ssions by t hearchitects,
including the Charles Street Jail (1848) andthe Deer
sl and House of Correction (1850). N

The Al mshouse i sa transitional Geek Revival/ltalian-
ate structure, but t heabsence of detail or embellishment
frees thebuilding from any strict stylistic category.

The glory of the building i sitsmsonry: grey-green and

grey-ochre slate blocks laid i nrandom ashlar with

contrasting dark granite quoins. Bryant was familiar with

stone building techniques, as i twas his father whohad

devel oped the Quincy granite quarries for the Bunker Hill

Monunent (1824). The slate used i nthe Almshouse cane from
10. Bi bliography and/ or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,

early maps, etc.)

a ledge at thesite.

The City sold the al mshouse-to the Archdiocese of
Boston i n192 7, and since that time i t has been occupied
by the parish school and convent. The building 1 sintact
except for a fewlater additions.
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<e Significance

aummary paragraph
completeness *
clarity

applicable criteria

Justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
fhe resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

HM wviualatf allnMoanov af Bila pfppa”y wRMn ttis MMe la

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed N«ti» "

Comments for sny item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272-3504









Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property .

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275



