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In Area no. Form no. 
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NW CAMB. I I D l 

1. Town Cambridgo 

Address 4 5 Matignon Avenue 

Name Almshouse 

Present use r e l i g i o u s 

Roman C a t h o l i c Archbishop 
Present owner o f Boston Corpora t ion Sole 

3. Description: Rev. John Tag l ino 

Date 185 0 

Source r^^ef^ r^czsird^ 
style Greek R e v i v a l / I t a l i a n a t e 

Architect G r i d l e y J . F. Bryant 

Exterior wall fabric stone 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features e x c e l l e n t masonry 

s 1 ci te , g r a n i t e which was used f o r 

quo ins , b e l t courses and co rn i ce s . 

Altered Yes- l a t e r Date post 19 2 7 
a d d i t i o n s 

Moved No Date 

5. Lot size; 

One acre or less Over one acre XXX 

Approximate frontage 

•1 
J 

)0M-5-77 
rwrnmuiii 

Approximate distance of building from street 

10 f e e t 

6. Recorded by Bainbr idge Bunt ing 

Organization Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date 19 6 5 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

C i t y o f Cambridge 

almshouse 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates_ school-convent 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

-XX-

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

XT 

XX 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

I n 1849 the C i t y purchased ' eighteenth century 
'Z Estate f o r the s i t e o f i t s new Poor Farm, the f i f t h .-iZ-

f a c i l i t y o f i t s type i n Cambridge. 
The winning a r c h i t e c t u r a l design f o r the s t r u c t u r e 

was submitted by Rev. Louis Dwight and Grid l e y J.F. 
Bryant. Dwight was known f o r h i s p i o n e e r i n g work i n 
pr i s o n reform and care of the poor and mentally i l l . Bryant 
would l a t e r design Boston's Old City- H a l l . 

The Almshouse f o l l o w s a r a d i a l plan w i t h a c e n t r a l 
octagonal s e c t i o n and f o u r r e s i d e n t i a l wings, a concept 
based on l a t e eighteenth century English j a i l prototypes." 
Considered advanced f o r i t s time, the c r u c i f o r m plan «-

,, , appeared i n other l o c a l commissions by the a r c h i t e c t s , 
i n c l u d i n g the Charles S t r e e t J a i l (184 8) and the Deer 
I s l a n d House of Correction (1850). ^ ' 

The Almshouse i s a t r a n s i t i o n a l Greek R e v i v a l / I t a l i a n - " 
ate s t r u c t u r e , but the absence of d e t a i l or embellishment 
frees the b u i l d i n g from any s t r i c t s t y l i s t i c category. 
The g l o r y of the b u i l d i n g i s i t s masonry: grey-green and 
grey-ochre s l a t e blocks l a i d i n random a s h l a r w i t h 
c o n t r a s t i n g dark g r a n i t e quoins. Bryant was f a m i l i a r w i t h 
stone b u i l d i n g techniques, as i t was h i s f a t h e r who had 
developed the Quincy g r a n i t e quarries f o r the Bunker H i l l 
Monument (1824). The s l a t e used i n the Almshouse came from 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

a ledge a t the s i t e . 
The City s o l d the almshouse-to the Archdiocese of 

Boston i n 192 7, and since t h a t time i t has been occupied 
by the p a r i s h school and convent. The b u i l d i n g i s i n t a c t 
except f o r a few l a t e r a d d i t i o n s . 

V*-
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Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area 
State ^ 

Nomination/Type of Review . Date/Signature 

ia^. Conventual Church of St. Mary s/ Keeper IA)JJJU1OL^ /iAl(Ul^4Xu, ^ U3&L 
and St. John / •Substantive Review 

^ Attest 

132. /'Second Cambridge Savings , ^Keeper ^MU^ zLt^iniU //-^* T> 
Bank Building . 8lffBtkn«lT<» 1f<,^M» > ^ 

Attest 

y^. Frost, David, House »*rtfcnft»e R^^J^, ^ Keeper fhi^zt^jp^J^'1^ 

' . :• • Attest 

1^. Howe House Substantive Sevlew y Keeper /^t^ /L^lu^J^-n-v, 

: ' Attest 

-135. Lowell. The Z V-,; 

Attest 

•^136. Willis. Stillman. House '^^^^ Keeper (A).njin^ t\ AaZh(^ ^.atL 

yil. Second Waterhouse House J Keener WkA^A^-ZQUf^A 6-l6-Keeper 

Attest 

i'- * ..v.,^ Attest A^^lh^^^di^^ 

^l^. Almshouse SuEafantl^ Eevl^w .. ̂ Keeper' {/L^nAL^U.^.g^Au. ^.n.^JL^ 

Zy- • M-' • Attest 

.'1^. Lovell Block zZ.: iiuiiet.m3i U.--^X Ke^er £ y ^ /jU^ QkyJ/,-Tfy^ 

'*Z •• Attest 

.'tiZ~ 





<• S ign i f icance 

aummary paragraph 
completeness ^ 
clari ty 
applicable cr i ter ia 
Justif ication of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

fhe resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major Bibl iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

10. Oeograph ica l Data 

11. Form Prepared By 

12 . S t a t e Histor ic Preservat ion Officer Cert i f icat ion 
H M wviualatf al|nMoanov af Bila pfppa^y wRMn ttis MMe la 

13 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed n«ti» " Phone: 202 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for sny item may be continued on an attached sheet 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property • 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 
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