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1. Namp of Prnpftrty
historic name  Truman Parkway, IVletropolitan Park SystRm of Greater Boston
other names/site number_

2. Lnnatinn

street & number. Truman Parkway nfa not for publication
city or town_ Boston, IVliltnn n/a  vicinity
state. IVlassachusett.s code MA  county Suffolk. Norfolk code_Q25 Q21 zip code 02136. 02186

Statft/Fftrieral Anpnr.y Cprtifiratinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this Biiomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Hisjeric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
drneets « doe”ot meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally H tatewide « locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

. - ‘o .
MiXJh'inuiJdi IONAXAN ft//™[cf

f Signature 61 certifying official/Title djra H Metz, State Historic Preservation Officer Date

' Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Natlnnal Park .Sprvir.ft Certificatinn
I, hereby certify that this property is: Si injure of th* Keeoer . Date of Action
entered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Truman Parkway Suffolk Norfolk MA
Name of Property County and State

S Classiflp.atinn

Ownership of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
_ private _ building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
jcpublic-local jrdistrict -
_ public-State _site .building
_ public-Federal _ structure sites
_ object
, Structures
objects
Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.] in the National Register

Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston MPS

fi. Fiinrfinn nr USP

Historic Functions Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
RECREATION/CUI TURF: nntrinor recreation RFCRFATION/CULTURF- nutdnnr rer.reatinn
| ANDSCAPF- park natural feature LANDSCAPE: park, natural feature
TRANSPORTATION- road-related TRANSPORTATION: road-related

7. Descriptinn

Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) ) ) )
(Enter categories from instructions)
NA .
foundation N/A
walls N/A
roof. N/A
other. asphalt, granite, concrete, plantings

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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DESCRIPTION

Truman Parkway, congtructed in 1931, is a nearly two-mile-long connecting and river parkway m gregter
Boston's Metropolitan Park Sygem. Truman Parkway begins, a its northerly terminus, a Brush Hill
Road and ends & its southerly terminus, & Neponsat Valley Parkway. The roadway begins in Milton and
proceeds wes into the Boston neighborhood of Hyde Park, on the eest Sde of the Neponsst River. It
pasxs back into Milton near Cranmore Road, before crossng over the Neponset River and back into
Bogton (Hyde Park), where it terminates. Curving gently dong the eestem bank of the Neponsst River,
Truman Parkway borders the Neponst River Resarvation, which was cregted late in the ningteenth
century for the Metropolitan Park Commisson (MPC) by the firm of Olmsted, Olmsted and Eliot and its
uccesor firm Olmgted Brothers. (Notee The MPC became the Metropolitan District Commisson
[MDC] in 1920; in 2003, the MDC waes reorganized as the Division of Urban Parks and Recregtion within
the newly crested Depatment of Consarvation and Recregfion [DCR]). For the purpose of this
nomination, Truman Parkway will be discussed from north to south.

Truman Parkway (#1 on the data sheet) is a four-lane divided highway that travels through avariable
setting of residential, commercid, and parklike recregtiond aress, (photo #1) Beginning, & its northem
terminus, a Brush Hill Road inMilton, Tmman Parkway travels in anortheest to southwest direction asit
follows the Neponsat River and, for two short ssgments, pardlds the Metropolitan Bogon Trandt
Authority (MBTA) Commuter Rail. A few early to mid-twentieth-century houses, barely discemable from
the road, bound the southwest dde of the road &s it travels southwest from Brush Hill Road. The
northeest dde of the road is bounded by the Neponset River and an unpaved path. The MBTA Rail

borders the river sde of the road until just before it reaches Fairmount Avenue. Wooded aress and SS
type meta barriers meke the railroad dmog imperceptible from the road. A smal DCR-owned pocket
park, Phillip C. Bowie Square, is located on the northeastem Sde of the road where Beacon Street forks
off to the northeest from Truman Parkway just north of the parkway's intersection with Fairmount
Avenue, (photo #2) This smdll triangular park is raised about 2 12 feet above the parkway. Granite
edging retains the ddes of the park, and a few dairs are cut into the sde of the retaining wall toalow
acoess to the park from the abutting Sdewak. The park is turf with flowerbeds and a few fruit trees.

Because the National Regiger boundary for this portion of the parkway corresponds to the back of the
ddewadlk, this park is conddered apart of the setting and not part of the parkway for the purpose of this
nomination.

Nearing Fairmount Avenue, the roadway enters a smal commercid aea in the primarily residentia
Fairmount neighborhood, whase buildings dateto the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The

(continued)
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southwest 9de of the road gpproaching Fairmount Avenue from the northeast condgts of early to mid-
twentieth-century houses st about 15 feet from the edge of the sdewalk.

As the roadway peasses through the Truman Parkway/Fairmount Avenue intersection, early to mid-
twentieth century two- and three-story wood frame houses border both sdes of the road (photo #3). The
Neponst River runs behind the housesthat border the northwest Sde of the road. This setting continues
until the roadway reaches Glenwood Avenue, and the MBTA Rail borders the northwest sde of the road
again. An SStyperail buffers the parkway from the railroad. After Glenwood Avenue, the character of
the southeest Sde of the roadway dhanges to scattered late-twentieth century housesthat are st far back
from the roadway. Hedges, planted on private property, screen the houses from the road.

The character of the roadway shifts agan as the parkway pesses Wakefield Street, aso known as
Washington Street. A municipa playground to the eest and a municipal park to the west border the
roadway. Trees associated with the playground and park bound both Sdes of the roadway through this
section, (photo #5) A half-shell amphithester, owned by DCR, is located in the park to the west of
Truman Parkway. The playground to the eest conddts of recreationd fields, including tennis courts,
playgrounds, and ballfields. A amal monument erected in 1968 honoring Paul C. Carter, X., aMarine
Corps veteran of the Vietham War, is located a the southesst comer of the playground. Like the
playground, this monument is located outside of the boundary of the parkway nomination.

Seveard one- and two-story, post-World Wer |1 houses border the eest Sde of the road just before it enters
the Neponset River Resarvation, where the Fowl Meadow Consarvation Area, a DCR-owned wetland,
borders both sdes of the road. This setting continues until the road reaches its southem terminus & the
Neponsat River Reservation.

The configuration of the parkway itself is generdlly condgent for the entirety of its length: two 12-foot-
wide lanes traveling in either direction divided by aturf median edged with granite curbs (#2 on the
data sheset, photo #4). Pardld parking ispermitted along both Sdesof the street, in 4-foot-wide lanes on
aéther 9de. Median bresks have been provided a busy intersections to allow for left-hand tums.
Sidewalks typically occur where there is daseresdential and/or commercia development. An informal
dirt path sporadicaly bounds the northwest (river) dde of the parkway. Vertical granite curbs
consgently border the roadway, athough curb cuts have been provided for associated resdences and
busnesses that border the road. Lighting, of the cobra-head type, hangs from municipal utility poles

(continued)
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There is limited formal landscaping associated with the parkway except for the evenly goaced osk trees
(Truman Parkway Tree Allee, #3 on the data sheet, photo #5) that border the outsde edges of the
median.

At its southem terminus, Truman Parkway is entirely encompassed by the Neponset River Resarvation.
The landscapein this area condsts of the Fowl Meadow Consarvation Area, anaure preserve that bounds
the parkway on both sdes. This is the only portion of the roadway that does not immediately follow the
Neponset River. The Neponsgt River flows in a northwest-southeest  direction from Paul's Bridge -
Hubbard's Bridge (NR 1972), pat of Neponsat Valey Pakway near the Truman Parkway's southem
terminus, until it crosses under the roadway north of Truman Parkway's intersection with Neponst
Valey Parkway. A single-arch, granite-block bridge (Neponset River Bridge, #4 on the data shest) thet
daes to the early twentieth-century caries the parkway over the Neponst River. This bridge is
consdered a contributing feature of Truman Parkway. An SStyperail borders both sdes of the roadway
& it travels through the reservation; smilar barriers occur intermittently along the parkway where it
overlooks the Neponsat River. While the geomelry of the roadway istypicaly flat throughout itslength,
a gdone retaining wall borders the road on its eet 9de just north of Fairmount Avenue, where the
surrounding topography rises above the parkway for a short distance, (photo #6) Elevations for the
parkway itself are generdly a 40 feet above s level. The parkway's highest elevation, 96 fedt, isjust
west of Cranmore Road a the Boston/Milton boundary.

Views dong Tmman Parkway are contained adong the corridor where it is bounded by resdential and
commercid development. Despite bordering the Neponsat River, vegetation along the banks of theriver
blocks it dmog entirely from the view of the roadway. As the roadway travels toward its southem
terminus, views open up toward the playgrounds, picnic arees and marshlands within the adjoining city
parks and Neponsat River Reservation.

Archaeological Description

Known ancient Native American dtes have bean documented in dose proximity to the Truman Parkway,
including deven dtesinthe generd area (within one mile) and & leest one dite that abutsor originaly extended
into the parkway right of way. Site 19-NF134 is located a the southem terminus of the parkway. Lithic artifacts
and ceramics possibly representing the Trandgtional Archaic and Woodland Periods have been collected mthe
aea Environmenta characteridtics indicate ahigh potentid for the presence of ancient Native American dtes in

(continued)
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the Truman Parkway locale. The parkway includes severad well-drained, level to moderatdly doping terracesand
other landformslocated within 1,000 feet of the Neponset River, Trout Brook, Pine Tree Brook and other ponds,
dreamsand wetlands. The entire parkway lieswithin the Neponset River drainage.

While known dtes and high ancient Native American Ste potential are documented for the Truman Parkway areg,
the potentia for locating significant Native resources within the parkway boundaries established for this
nomination islow. Impacts related to construction and maintenance of the roadway and rdated facilitieswould
have had an adverse effect on any ancient Native American resources that might have been located in the parkway
right of way. Fragmented portions of archaeologicd stes, including deeply buried artifact concentrations and
truncated features, may survivewithin the right of way; however, it is doubtful NR-dligible dtes survive. Known
Stes, including any potential evidence of Ste 19-SU-134 that existed within or extended into the parkway right of
way have been essentidly destroyed.

Environmental characteristics and documented Colonial settlement pattems aso indicate ahigh potentid for the
presence of historical archaeological dtesin the vicinity of the Truman Parkway. European settlement hes been
documented in the Boston and Milton locae snce early inthe 17th century. Structural evidence and artifacts
related to resdential, commercid, and industria resources may have been located originally within or abutting the
nominated area. In generd, however, giventhe sameimpacts assodated with congtruction of the parkway
described above for ancient Native American resources, the potentia for recovering intact and significant
historical archaeological resourcesis dso low within the Truman Parkway right of way. Roadway construction
has a0 destroyed potentia historical archaeological resources within the nominated parkway area. Truncated
featuresand/or deeply buried fragments of Stesmay survive, but the overall integrity of these Steshas been
compromised.

(end)



Truman Parkway

Name of Property

8. StatftmentnfSignificanr.fi
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihliographical Rfiffirences

.Suffolk Norfolk. MA
County and State

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)
Community Planning and Development
Engineering

Landscape Architecture
Transportation

Period of Significance
1f1.31-1fI5fi

Significant Dates

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Massachusetts Dept. of Public Works

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

__ State Historic Preservation Office
JLOther State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_ University
__ Other
Name of repository:
Massachusetts DCR
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SIGNIFICANCE

Truman Parkway has had an atypica exigence within the Metropolitan Park System of Gregter Boston.
Unlike mogt of the other parkways included in this nomination, Truman Parkway did not come under the
care and control of the former Metropolitan District Commisson (MDC) until it was transferred from the
City of Bogton to the MDC (Statute 1971, chepter 1116) in 1971 as aresult of the city's fiscal inability to
maintain certain roadways. (Note The Metropolitan Pk Commisson [MPC], established in 1893,
became the Metropolitan District Commisson [MDC] in 1920; in 2003, the MDC was reorganized asthe
Division of Urban Parks and Recredtion within the newly crested Depatment of Consarvaion and
Recregtion [DCR]). Parkways within the metropolitan park sysem should typically date from the period
of dgnificance, defined as 1893-1956. However, a amdl number of parkways now in the DCR system,
including Truman Parkway, were built between 1893 and 1956 but were not transferred to the DCR until
after the period of significance. Many of these parkways, including Truman Parkway, were condructed
with a desgn intent smilar to tha of the core group of nominated parkways and have retained
characterigtics condgent with other parkways in the metropolitan park sysem. Because Truman Parkway
fits into this category, it is conddered eligible for inclusion in this Multiple Property Documentation
Format nomination. Because of the way DCR has owned Truman Parkway, there is little information in
the form of historic construction plans or agency Annua Reports to document this property. Additional
information may be available through other sources of information that have yet to be discovered.

Truman Parkway possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, fedling, ad
association. It meats National Regiger CriteriaA and C inthe significance aress of community planning
and development, conservation, engineering, landscape architecture, and transportation a the date leve
and fulfills the Parkways Regidration Requirements for the associated Connecting Parkway ad River
Parkway property subtypes, under Section F of this Multiple Property Documentation Format nomination.
The period of significancefor this property is fromthe 1931, when the parkway was built, to 1956.

Truman Parkway was built in 1931 & Truman Highway by the Massachusetts Department of Public

Works. It was built primarily as amunicipal link between two parkways owned and built by the MDC:

the Neponset Valley Parkway and Brush Hill Road. Inareflection of desgn sandards for an MDC River
Parkway, such as Alewife Brook Parkway or Fumace Brook Parkway, the roadway was dedgned to

follow the gentle curves of the Neponst River, which primarily borders its northwestem sde The
parkway ultimately terminates & Neponset Valley Parkway insde of the Neponst River Resarvation, one
of the very first reservations to be esablished by the Metropolitan Park Commission in the lagt years of
the 19* century. The physical configuration of the parkway, as well as the materials used to build ad

(continued)
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detail the roadway, are condstent with MDC parkways built during the ssmeperiod. Twolanesin eech
direction, defined by granite curbing, divided by aturf median, and framed by an alee offrees, Truman
Parkway displays characteristic festures common to connecting and river parkways within the park
sysem. Truman Parkway is 0 amilar in gpopearance to an MDC-designed parkway thet it would be
difficult to distinguish between it and aparkway that was built as apart of the Metropolitan Park Sydem
of Gregter Boston.

(end)



Truman Parkway_ Suffolk Nnrfnlk MA
Name of Property County, State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property approximately 8 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

(Neponset
1. 19 326540 4680480 (Brusti Hill Rd.) 3. 19 324600 4678100 Bridge)
Zone Easting Norttiing Zone Easting Northing
2. 19 325220 4679740 (Fairmount Ave.) 4. 19 324620 4677840 (Nep. Vail.
Zone Easting Norttiing Zone Easting Northing Parkway)

. See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.;
11. Form Preparftri Ry

namef/title V. Adams. T. Orwig, S. Berg and E. Maass, PAL with Betsy Friedberg, NR director, MHC

organization. Massachusetts Historical Cnmmi.ssinn date  October 7004
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone  617-727-8470
city or town Boston state  MA . Zip code Q2125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Commonwealth of Massachusetts, DCR
street & number. 251 Causeway Street telephone (M17-727-5264

city or town. Boston . state MA. zip code_ 02114

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to hominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION

The National Regiger boundary for Truman Parkway is drawn to encompass property historically ad
currently associated with the roadway. This includes the parkway corridor and adjacent planting drips
and ddewaks, where they exist. Where ddewdks and planting drips do not exist, the nommeation
includes all the land that extends back ten feet from the current edge of the parkway. The boundary does
not include adjacent DCR-owned parkland thet is not directly related to the parkway. The specific termini
for Truman Parkway are asfollows:

Truman Parkwav: The northeestem terminus of Truman Parkway corresponds to aline of convenience
drawvn across the parkway from north to south where it adjoins Brush Hill Road in Milton. The
southwestem  terminus of the parkway correspondsto aline of convenience drawn aong the eestem edge
of Neponsat Valley Parkway, Ssgment Two, in Boston (Hyde Perk).

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographer: Emily Maass, August 2002

L

LR

o

ocation of negatives. PAL, Pawtucket, RI

View looking SW aong Truman parkway near Brush Hill Road

View facing SE toward intersection with Fairmount Avenue

View facing SW just south of Fairmount Avenue intersection

View facing N from Glenwood Avenue

View facing NW from Wakefield Avenue showing recreationa grounds and park bordering
parkway

View of Negponset River bridge facing S near intersection of Neponset Valley Pkwy.



#

#1

#2

#3

#4

NRHP Listed MHC # Name

Truman Parkway

Truman Parl<way Median

Truman Parkway Tree Allee

Neponset River Bridge

Truman Highway
Boston and Milton, IVlassachusetts
District Data Sheet

Town

Boston and
Milton

Boston and
Milton
Boston and
Milton

Boston and
Milton

Location

Connecting parkway between Brush Hill
Road, Milton, and Neponset Valley
Parkway, Segment 2, Milton

Throughout Truman Parkway

Throughout Truman Parkway

CarriesTruman Parkway over the
Neponset River, just north of intersection
with Neponset Valley Parkway, Segment
2

Date
Built in
1931,
acquired
by MDC in
1971

ca.1930s
early 20th

century

early 20th
century

Status

C

Type

Structure

Structure

Site

Structure
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i-Nr:
The Commonwedth of M assachusats

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

November 10, 2004

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Places
Department of thelnterior

Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8" floor
Woashington, DC 20005

Deaxr Ms. Shull:

Endosed please find the foll owing nomination:

Truman Parkway, Boston/Milton (Suffolk/Norfolk), MA
Metropolitan Park Sysem of Gregter Boston (Parkways) MPS

The nomination was voted eligible by the State Review Board and been sgned by the State
Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the property inMilton were notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the
opportunity to comment.  The owners of the property inthe Certified Loca Govemment
community of Boston were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 60 to 90 days
before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

We request expedited review of this nomination.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

endosure

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc
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