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1 1. Town fsTTihr 
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Name Ts^^p. Fay Hou.qp, 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
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Present use r p s i dp.nt i 

Present owner Joseph L . D o b r o w o l s k i 

3. Description: 

Date 

Source deed r e c o r d s 

Style Greek R e v i v a l 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric c l a p b o a r d 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features i.^-pgP p i l a s t e r s a t 
c o m e r s o f p o r c h have l e a f m o l d i n g 
f n - r r a p i t a l s , i n n i c c a p i t a l s of% 
t h r e e columns o f w r a p - a r o u n d p o r c h . 

Altered f j p 

Moved 

Date 

Date TR.sfi 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less yy Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 3 0 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

-JZ. 
6. Recorded byT?i i gahpth MacDougal l 

OrgaoizatioQnaTnhri Hgp Hi sto-pi c a i CoTnm. 

-. Dat«'_ 19 6 6 

(JTH- ^ T H 

30M-5-77 



7. Origiaal owner (if known) Isaac f a y 

Original use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aborigiaal ' 
Agricultural 
Architectural XX 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development XX 

Coaservatioa 
Educatioa 
Exploratioa/ 

settle meat 
ladustry -
Military 
Political 

Recreatioa 
Religioa 
Scieace/ 

inventioa j 
Social/ 

humanitarian XX 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Th-e Isaac Pay House i s a representative Greek Revival 
side-hall h.ouse distinguished by i t s elaborate wrap- ^ 
around Ionic porch, and octagonal cupola. The house, 
which o r i g i n a l l y stood on Fayette Street, was moved to 
i t s present location i n 1856. I t served as the 
residence of Isaac Fay, a c i t y alderman and benefactor 
of the Cambridge Hospital. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
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1. Nam« 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

4. Ownor of Proporty 

S. Location of Logal Doscription 

6. Roprosontation in Existing Survoys 

7. Poscription 

summary paragraph 
complatanaaa 
clarity 
altarationa/intagrity 
dataa 
boundary aalaction 



Sign l f l canco 

aummary paragraph 
complatanaas 
clar i ty \ 
applicable c r i ta r ia 
Justi f icat ion of araas 

chaclcad 
ralating significanca to 
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contaxt 
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to significance 
jus t i f ica t ion of exception 
other 

9 . Major Bib l iographica l Roforoncos 

1 0 . Ooograp h ica l P a t a 
—tit—n—gpnnm 

11 . F o r m Proparod By 

12 . S t a t o H is tor ic Prosorvat ion Off icer Cort i f icat ion 

1 3 . Othsr 

Mapa 
Photographs 
Othar 

Ouastions concerning this nomination may be directed •« ZZLA^XC U JO 

gi^pnitrt Z ^ O A y t ^ ^ y ^ ni l to Phone: 202 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

Commanta for any Itam may ba contlnuad on an attachad aheet 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
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In Area no. Form no. 
A1C 

MID CAMB. I I B 12 

' 1- Town Cflinhriflgp 

Address T 7 .g Antr^ini Rtr^PPt 

Name I s a a c Fay Housp, 

Present use dP.nti a1 

Present owner Joseph L . Dobrowolski 

3. Description: 

Date i8L|3 

Source deed records 

Style Greek R e v i v a l 

Architect -unknown 

Exterior wall fabric c lapboard 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features T.a-rgp. pi laF^tprs a t 
corners o f porch have l e a f molding 
f o r n a p i t a T s , i nm'c c a p i t a l s o«% 
t h r ee columns o f wrap-around porch, 

Altered 

Moved 

Date 

Date__La^ 

5. Lot size; 

One acre or less yy Over one acre_ 

Approximate frontage 3 0 , 

Approximate distance of building from street 

^ 

6. Recorded byp:n -.-^^hpth MapDougall 

Organizationp;,Tnh-PTHgP Hi gto-n-? na l r.nTniTi 

Dat«>_ X9 6 6 



7. Original owner (if known) Isaac Fay 

Original use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

V 
Aborigiaal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Commuaication 
Community development 

XX 

XX 

Conservation 
Educatioa 
Exploratioa/ 

settle me at 
ladustry 
Military 
Political 

Recreatioa 
Religioa 
Scieace/ 

ioveatioa ' 
Social/ 

humanitariaa XX 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Th.e Isaac Jay House i s a representative Greek Revival 
si d e - h a l l h.ouse distinguished by i t s elaborate wrap­
around Ionic porch and octagonal cupola. The house, 
which o r i g i n a l l y stood on Payette Street, was moved to 
i t s present location i n 1856. I t served as the 
residence of Isaac Fay, a c i t y alderman and benefactor 
of the Cambi'idge Hospital. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSEITS HISTORICAL CCFMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Coinmunity : 
Mid Cambridge 

Form No: 
MC 

I I . B . 1 2 

Prooertv Name - ^^^ '̂̂  ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  property wame. Antrim Street 

Indicate each item on inventory foim whidi is being continued below. 

The Isaac Fay House i s important as one of the c i t y ' s f i n e s t 
examples of a three-bay side h a l l Greek Revival House. In remarkably 
i n t a c t condition, the Fay House possesses numerous outstanding decora­
t i v e element, including a wrap-around Ionic porch and octagonal cupola. 
I t i s the only Cambridge example of the Greek Revival to r e t a i n these 
elements i n t a c t . 

The Fay House was moved from i t s o r i g i n a l location on Fayette 
Street to i t s present location i n 1856. Two large l o t s of land south 
of Cambridge Street began to be b u i l t up during the middle years of the 
nineteenth century. One of the l o t s included modern Antrim and Fayette 
Streets. Both of the l o t s were owned by a series of r e a l estate specu­
l a t o r s , and remained unimproved u n t i l the 1840s when the area was de­
veloped w i t h p a r a l l e l streets between Broadway and Cambridge Street. 
Lots were sold and house construction followed r a p i d l y . The Fay House 
was one of the f i r s t houses to be b u i l t i n the area, and for t h i s reason 
i s important i n the h i s t o r y of the development of Mid Cambridge. 

The Isaac Fay House i s s i g n i f i c a n t under C r i t e r i o n C as an 
important example of the Greek Revival s t y l e . 

Staple to Inventory form at b o t t oa 
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