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1. Name of Property
historic name Trinity Neighborhood Hou.se

Other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 406 Meridian Street _N/3 not for publication
city or town Boston N/H vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA county Suffolk code 0?s zipcode 02128

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this (3 nomination

« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements setforth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
S meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

e nationally < statewide S locally. ( = See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

SgnaufeN="""y"9 Judith B. McDonouglfiate Elxedutive Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer
Sate d Fedad agacy ad buresu

In my opinion, the property * meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. ( * See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
hereby cg™Wy that the property is: Signature of thgikehpr Date of Action
Bentered inthe National Register.
* See continuation sheet.

» determined eligible for the
National Register
n See continuation sheet.
n determined not eligible for the
National Register.
» removed from the National
Register.

« other, (explain:)



Trinity Neighborhood House
Nare d Rgsaty
5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

[2 private 1* building(s)

e public-local « district

* public-State e site

e public-Federal e structure
"\« object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC single famly dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

MD 19th CENTURY: G eek Revival

Narrative Description

Suffolk County, Massachusetts

Couty ad Sae

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 buildings
sites
structures
objects
Tota

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from ingrudions)

VACANT: purposed function; multiple dwelling

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

Granite
Sandstone trim

foundation
walls Brick.

Met al
Dor ner s,

roof Slate.

Q her Door s,

Corni ce,

W ndows: Véod

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

1

1



Trinity Neighborhood House
Name of Propaty

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

H A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

« B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

IXL C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

« D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the t>oxes that apply.)

Property is:

« A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

« B removed from its original location.

C a hirthplace or grave.
e Da cemetery.

e E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography

Suffolk Counry, MassarsettS
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
SOCTAT. HISTORY

Period of Significance

r.a. 1S48-1Q41

Significant Dates
1917

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion 8 is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
N/A

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

e preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

e previously listed in the National Register

« previously determined eligible by the National
Register

« designated a National Historic Landmark

« recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

« recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

» State Historic Preservation Office
e Other State agency
« Federal agency
E Local government
« University
e Other
Name of repository:

Bost on Landmar ks Conm ssi on



Trinity Neighborhood House Suffolk County, Massachusetts
Name of Property .- iee County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property -24203 acre (10,743 square feet)

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 [1j9] |3|3|0|0|4|0| 14]6]9, 3|8, 0,0 3 Mol 3L
Zone Easting Northing "Zone Easting Northing
2LrrrrrrrrrerNrrrNil oo 74" [ T O T O O I B

* See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification

Explain why the boundgries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
1. Form Prepared By

Leslie Larson and Kimberly Shilland, Historical Consultants
nameftitte with Betsy Friedberg. National Register Director. MHC

organization M assachusetts Historical Commission date February 1992
street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone (617) 727-8470
dty ortomn Boston dae MA Zp code 02116

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sltetch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs ofthe property.
Additional items o\

(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
Property Owner
(Complete this item atthe request of SHPO or FPO.)

name
street & number telephone.

city or town state Zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Trinity Nei ghborhood House, nunber 406 Meridian Street, is located i n the
Eagle Hill section of East Boston, one block east of the waterfront, which
faces Charlestown to the west across Boston Inner Harbor. The 55 feet by 197
feet 1ot lies 50 feet south of White Street and runs through itsblock to
Border Street on the west. Originally standing alone on a 200 feet by 195
feet lot. Trinity House i s now sandwi ched between a large two and half-story
red brick house (408 Meridian Street) to the north and a three-story tan brick
apartnment building (404) to the south. The lower portions of the hillside
site have been raised to near the Meridian Street level, with the soil held in
place by a retaining wall, conposed of |arge quarry-faced granite blocks,
which begins on White Street and extends for about 105 feet along Border

Street

Built as a single fam |y residence, Trinity House is essentially Greek Reviva
in style, with occasional Egyptian Revival references.

The building, which is asymetrical inplan - with front and side sem -circular
bays - stands about 14 feet back from the Meridian Street | ot line, about
three-and-a-half feet from the north line and about nine-and-a-half feet from
the southern line. Overall the house nmeasures about 74 feet deep by 43 feet
wi de, including the bays.

The only other site feature of note i s a heavy cast iron fence, with round
foliated pales topped by finials, nounted on a granite curb and supported by
massive square granite comer posts with battered sides (Egyptian) and
projecting caps. Parts are currently mssing, including the entire northern
section of iron fence and the southernmost comer post

A granite slab sidewalk leads to a flight of eight granite steps which
termnate at a granite landing surmounted by a brownstone portico consisting
of a sinple entablature supported by two slim fluted ionic colums with
tightly clustered palmleaf bands (Egyptian) beneath the capitals, and two
pilasters without detail against the wall. The six panel wood entrance door
set atop another granite step, i s bordered by narrow side lights and a transom
which i s currently covered by a sign.

In plan the house consists of tw basic rectangles: the 33 feet 6 inches by 42
feet main body of the house plus itstw sem-circular bays (one of which
projects to the front which is east, and the other to the south) and a smaller
17 feet 9 inches by 24 feet 6 inches rectangular extension to the rear

(west). Variations between these elenments are in evidence on the elevations
as well. A high granite foundation with a slightly projecting granite water
table with square edges, runs along east and south sides of the main house,
while along the north and west elevations the foundation i s |ower and without

(continued)
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a water table. The granite water table continues on the south side of he
extension (ending at the southwest comer), but a low granite foundation is
separated fromthe water table by an area of brick. The low granite
foundation continues in an uneven fashion on west and north elevations of the
extension.

Tw doors lead into the house at the basenent |evel, one on the south side of
the main house with a concrete flight of steps surrounded by a concrete
retaining wall, and the other at grade on the west end of the extension.
There are 13 windows at the foundation level: 3 in each of the 2 sem -circular
bays; 2 each on the west wall of the main house and the north and south walls
of the extension; and one on the north elevation of the main house. There are
granite sills inall cases and granite lintels where the water table is

m ssing.

A secondary entrance to the first floor, with a wood portico and stairs, is
| ocated on the south elevation of the extension. |t has been subjected to
serious fire damage, with alum num colums now replacing the original wood.

The 2-story walls of Trinity House are of red brick laid inrunning bond with
tight mortar joints. Wndows are tall, particularly on the first floor of the
mai n house, with flat flush brownstone lintels and slightly projecting
brownstone sills. The first floor lintels on the sem -circular bays have
narrow bevel ed cornices and flush drops at the sides. Véod sash are 6 over 9
on the first floor bays, 6 over 6 elsewhere on the main house, and 2 over 2 on
the extension. There are 2 6-1ight oval windows directly over each other on
the flat south elevation. These are framed i n brownstone, with 2 vertical and
2 horizontal keystones on each. The brick walls contain a total of 31 w ndow
openings, 20 on the nmain section and 11 on the extension. In general, first
and second floor windows are invertical alignment. Exceptions include a
single windowon the second floor of the north side of the main house, 2
second floor windows on the west side of the extension and a first floor
rectangular projecting wood oriel with 4 windows on the the north wall of the
extension, possibly a later addition replacing a single window The oriel,
whi ch i s enhanced by wood panels and a bracketed and denticulated comice, has
single 1 over 1 windows on each end and a pair of 2 over 2 windows onits
face. The second floor windowdirectly above is bricked up.

Brick walls support a 3-tiered plainwood cornice and a slightly projecting
wood eave with attached metal gutters on on the main house, while a flat brick
cornice projects slightly fromthe north and south walls of the extension, A
flush brick gable termnates in a chimey on the west wall of the extension.

Except for the area rising fromsem -circular bays, which is sheet metal, the
roof of both segnents of the house is covered with gray slate, as are the side
wal l's of the 6 pedimented wood dormers which project fromthe roof of the main

(continued)
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house, 2 each on the east and south, and one each on the north and west.
There are also 3 skylighs on the roof (2 on the main house and 1 one the
extension), which were added after a fire in 1985 Three brick chimeys rise
fromthe main house roof, 2 along the north wall and 1 perpendicular to the
south wal | .

There are 4 levels of interior space: 2 principal floors plus a basenment and a
| arge habitable attic. The basenment consists of 4 moderately-sized roons plus
5 smaller spaces. A straight run wood staircase rises to the first floor in
the extension. The granite foundation and brick walls are visible in nost
roons and the area is devoid of architectural detail.

Three major rooms, entry hall, living roomand dining room conpose the first
floor of the main house, with a single roomplus stair and side entry halls
meking up the extension at this level. The 12'2" by 20'1" front entry hall is
dom nated by a wood staircase with tumed balusters along the south wall,
beginning as a straight run and continuing in a circular manner to the second
and third levels. In place of a newel post, the handrail ina graceful spiral
is supported by several turned balusters. Inbedded in the outside wall near
the top of the first run is a concave niche with marble shelf. In addition to
the entrance door with itsside lights and transom there are 2 other doors
and one windowin the entry hall, al | of which have nonumental wood surrounds
consisting of pilasters supporting substantial entablatures with tiny egg and
dart molding. The shafts are flat with recessed centers, and the capitals
exhibit carved acanthus |eaves beneath palmleaves (Egyptian) which flair
outward in a concave manner (Egyptian) in their support of the horizontal
nenbers above. This surround is repeated on the living roomand dining room
wi ndows and doors as well.

The entry hall opens to the north on the living roomwhich at 44' runs the
full length of the main house and includes the east (front) sem-circular
bay. Itswidth is 17°. This space was probably 2 roons originally, joined by
an arched opening which has since been renpbved. There are 3 tall windows with
low sills inthe bay and 2 similar windows on the opposite flat west wall.
The side panels are nade up of folding shutters. Two chimmey breasts are

| ocated on the north wall, with only one featuring a mantlepiece which, in
this case, is a rococco marble affair, obviously not original. Tw doorways
with pilasters and entablatures on the south wall lead to the entry hall and
dining roomrespectively. The ceiling has been |owered slightly and covered
with acoustical tile.

Doors from the entry hall, living roomand the extension open into the dining
room with itssouth-facing sem -circular bay. Itslength to the center of

the bay is 21'9" and Itswidth is 18 . Details include a black marble
fireplace mantel with black cast iron ornamental insert, cornice-headed door
and w ndow casings similar to those in the entry and living room cove

(continued)
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mol dings and a large central ceiling rosette of nolded plaster. First floor
ceiling height is 13'.

The extension on the first level contains one 16'-square room (plus the
3'9"-deep oriel), a small side entry", up and down wood staircases and
connecting halls, the spaces are nobdest in detail except for the multiple
beaded oriel wi ndow casings. Ceiling height is 10'5",

Bedroons dom nate the second floor, of which there are 5 (including one in the
extension), al | connected by a 3-part hall. Oher spaces include 2 baths (one
"institutional" and one residential), a small kitchen, up and down rear
staircases in adjacent locations, and 3 closets.

The circular staircasewith tumed balusters arrives at the second floor hall
and resumes i tsrun to the attic with plain spindle balusters. The stair hall
and adjacent hall leading toward the rear extension, are enhanced by a
combined total of 8 simple but elegant door surrounds with nolded vertical
nenbers and shallow gabled lintels. This Greek Revival design is repeated on
the door and w ndow surrounds within the 4 bedroons. Tw of these roons, one
of which isinthe south semi-circular bay and the other in the northwest
corner of the main house, have sinple Geek Revival marble fireplaces, both of
which are painted. Dinensions of the 4 bedroons are: 17° by 19*3"
(northeast), 13' by 83" (southeast), 14' by 13'6" (northwest), 17'3" square
(southwest). Second floor ceiling height is 10'5".

Door and wi ndow casings i n the extension are of a different and |ess elegant
design that those in the main house, without Greek Revival references,
indicating a probable later date of constructionor alteration. The bath is a
notable roomwith i t swood paneled ceiling, narrowvertical boarded walls and
grooved casings with concentric circle incisedcorner blocks. Door and w ndow
casings inthe kitchen and bedroomare similar, but with plain corner blocks.
The bedroomis 15'3" by 11'6" and the bath is 8 by 73" Second floor
ceiling height inthe extension is 8.

The attic is dividedinto 5 roons plus 3 closets. In addition to the large
irregular space entered from both staircases, there are 3 smaller roons in the
mai n house plus a crawl space at a lower level inthe extension. The 6 dornmer
wi ndows plus 2 post-fire skylights illuminate the 4 rooms. (e skylight
lights the crawl space. Mich of the lath and plaster has been renmoved and
there i s no decorative detail of note inthe attic.

The wood strip flooring throughout the house varies incondition. Walls and
ceilings are of painted plaster over wood lath in nost locations. Mich of the
paint i s peeling and areas of plasters are cracked or missing in a nunber of
places. VWhile many of the windows are boarded up, frequent danage to wood
sash and glass i s inevidence. The building has stood unoccupied for about 11
years.

(continued)
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ARCHAEQ 3 CAL DESCR PTI ON

Trinity House is situated onthe east side of an 11,088 square foot parcel of
land that extends between Meridian Street andBorder Street in East Boston.
Unfortunately, many of the features of the original estate (ca. 1849) were
lost as the property was subdivided between 1853 and 1900. The surviving55
foot by 199 foot parcel represents a fragment of the original 150foot by 20
foot lot. Therefore, archaeological features from the pre-1900 period are
expected t opossess relatively Iittle archaeological integrity.

Post-1900 archaeol ogical features nmay include |andscape features such as
gardens andfence lines aswell asartifacts. |t is expected that the use of
the site as the Trinity Neighborhood House after 1917 should be reflected in
these sane types of archaeological features. The use of municipal systensof
refuse disposal certainly reduced the anount of 'garbage' remaining at the
site, however.

(end)

STATEMENT GF SI GNI FI CANCE

Trinity Neighborhood House at 406 Meridian Street, East Boston, possesses
integrity of design, location, setting, materials, workmanship, feelingand
association, andneets Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic
Pl aces as a structure associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history andthat enbodies
distinctive characteristicsof a method of construction andrepresents the
work of a master. Under Criteria A Trinity House was built ca. 1848 by Noah
Sturtevant, a leading figure in the comrercial andindustrial devel opment of
East Boston, for his own occupancy. |In 1917 the building became Trinity
Church i n Boston as a pioneer social service provider. Under Criteria G
Trinity House i s a notable exanple of Greek Revival domestic architecturewith
additional Egyptian Revival ornamental detail.

The structure is alarge detached 2 1/2-story red brick Greek Revival style
single-famly dwelling with browstone trim anda granite foundation.

Pedi nented dormers adom it sgray slate andmetal roof, which is joined t othe
masonry walls by a simple wood cornice. Notable exterior features include 2
substantial semi-circular bays (one in the front facing east andthe other on
the side facing south) with 3 windows at each level, anda flat-roofed

brownst one entrance porticowith lonic colums atop a flight of granite

steps. Parallel with the sidewalk are 3 nmassive granite posts (4th m ssing)
and anomate cast iron fence, half of vrtiich i s mssing.

(continued)
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Interior detail of merit includes a wood staircase with tumed balusters
beginning as a straight run and continuing i na circular manner to the second
and third levels, com ce-headed door and wi ndow casings with carved pilaster
capitals on the first level and shall ow-gabl edcasings on the second, and 3
marble fireplace mantels of restrained Greek Revival design.

The history of the settlement of East Boston began i n England when the Counci |
for New England issued a patent to Robert Gorges on Decenber 30, 1622, which
bordered the waters inside the Nahant headland for 10 mles south to what is
now East Boston, stretching inland for 30 mles. Included i n Gorges conpany
was one Sanuel Maverick, who arrived i nMassachusetts Bay i n 1624, according
to his 1660 "A Brief Description of New England and the Several Townes
Therein", the manuscript of which was discoveredi nLondon i n 1884. (NEHG
Regi ster, V.39, 1885) Maverick settled on Noddle's Island (now East Boston)
and was living there when John Wnthrop | anded i n Charlestown. The island's
nane i s thought to have derived fromone W lliam Noddle who had earlier
occupied it and was nade a freeman i n 1631. Referring of Wnthrop's arrival
in 1630, Edward Johnson's "Wonder-Working Providence" historical account of
the years 1628-31 states: " the North side of Charles River, they | anded
near a small island, called Noddells Island, where one M. Sanuel Mverick
then living....he had built a small Fort with the help of one M. David
Thonpson, placing therein four Murtherers to protect himfromthe Indians."
(Johnson p. 86)

In 1633 the island was granted to Maverick by the Colony. @ March 9,

1636- 1637 Noddl e's |sland becane part of Boston and i n 1640 it was declared
“that the flats round about Noddles Island do belong to Noddles Island tothe
ordinary low water mark." (Records of the Governor and Conpany of the Mass.
Bay...V. 1, p.291) Maverick was apparently a contentious sort, forin 1641 he
was fined 100 pounds for helping "Thom Onen to break prison, consealing of

it, & letting be upon hisisland.,..: (Records...V. 1, p.335 H was
subsequently charged with conspiracyand breaking his oath, but he renained
loyal to the King of England, and i n 1665 was appointed one of His Majesty's
coi rmi ssi oners.

O January 14, 1649 Sanuel Maverick, his wife and son Nathaniel, sold to
Captain George Briggs of Barbados, esquire, for "forty thousand pounds of good

white sugar.... (a) certain parcel of land or an island...known by the nane of
Noddl es Island...with the mansion house m || house & mill, bakehouse & all
ot her houses out houses barns stables edifices building..." (Suffolk Deed

1:122) Whether or not Maverick received his sugar i s unclear, but Briggs
definitely didnot gain possession of hisisland, forin 1653 the General
Court decided that Noddle's Island belonged to Col onel John Burch on pajrnent
of 700 pounds. (Records..,V. 3, p.309) | twas not until after Col. Burch had
hired Thonas Brattle of Charlestown as his attorney i n 1656, however, that
Sanmuel Maverick acknow edged hi s receipt of paynent for the island (SD 2
323,4), with 4 witnesses testifying to the transfer. (2:328)

(continued)
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By 1659 Thonas Broughton of Boston, merchant, was i npossession of theisland
(3:228, 235, 248) and i n1662 he filed suite against Richard Newbold f or

wi t hhol ding an 850-pound paynent for Noddle's Island for "several years",

whi ch was resolved by Newbold retaining 170 acres of theisland. (4:210) Both
Brought on and Newbol d sold their interests to"Sir Thonas Tenpl e now Resi dent
in Said Boston Knight & Barronet" i n1664 and 1667- 1668, respectively.

(4:210; 5:389) Sir Thomas retained ownership of theisland only until 1682
when he conveyed it t o Samuel Shrinmpton, at which time it was described as
containing 1,000 acres, with a mansion house and other buildings. (12:163)

Samuel Shrinmpton's will of June 5, 1697 devised Noddle's Island tohis wife
Elizabeth, who left a will dated April 11, 1713 bequeathing theisland to her
grandaughter, Elizabeth Shrinmpton, who subsequently married John Yeanans on
May 6, 1720. Elizabeth Yeamans bore one child, Shute Shrinmpton Yeamans, who
in due course inherited theisland. Shute Shrinpton Yeamans' will of August
4, 1768 listed his 2 sons, John and Shute Yeanmans, as heirs, followed by his 3
aunts. Since his sons died before theaunts, Mary Chauncy, Sarah G eenough
and Mehetable Hyslop each inherited a third of Noddle's Island.

Al though there were subdivisions of thethirds, nost of theisland remainedi n
the Greenough and Hyslop families until thethird decade of the19th Century.
For example, when i n1821Eliza Sumnmer conveyed 6/18 parts of Noddle's Island
to Wlliam H Summer and Benjamn Welles, theisland was owned i nConmon with
David S Geenough and David Hyslop. (272:61) | nfact ownership of Noddle's
Island was a famly affair from Samuel Shrinpton's acquisition of 1682 until
Wlliam H Sumer and other conveyed i ttotheEast Boston Conpany i n 1833,

VWhile there was continuity of ownership for 150 years, t he same could not be
said of theisland's shoreline. The 1,000 acres that Saruel Shrinpton
acquired had been reduced by thetides t 0650 acres by 1821, with the flats
correspondingly increased from1,200 t 01,500 acres. There were 2 mansion
houses with their orchards and gardens before t heRevolution, as well as
several small tenants' and | aborers' houses. All were bumed by Col onel Stark
of the American arny i nl1775, 10 days before t heBattle of Bunker Hill, and
all trees had been cut down by that time. A hospital ontheisland was
discontinued after 1764 and attenpts by theTown t olocate t henew "Public
Dockyard" (Navy Yard) on Noddle's Island i n1800 were unsuccessful. | twas a
barren place i n1833 when General Surmmer began t heprocess which ledto its
eventual urbanization.

The guiding and driving force behind thetransformation of Noddle's Island
from a pastoral place into urbanized East Boston was General W I liam Hyslop
Summer (July 4, 1780-Cctober 24, 1861), who incorporated t heEast Boston
Conpany on March 25, 1833 and served as its president until 1850. He wast he
son of Increase Summer (1746-1799), judge of t he Suprene Court and govenor of
the Commonweal th, and of Elizabeth Hyslop Summer, daughter of Boston merchant

(continued)



United States Department of the Interior
/Natlonal Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Trinity Neighborhood House,
Bost on, Massachusetts

- Section number A 'Page —"—

Wlliam Hyslop. Title to the island came down on his nother's side via the
Shrimptons, Yeamans, G eenoughs and Hysl ops.

Wlliam H Summer graduated from Harvard College in 1799 and was admitted to
the bar in 1802. H represented Boston i nthe lower branch of the General
Court from 1808 to 1819. From 1818 wuntil 1834 he served as Quartermaster
General and was chief marshall of the procession attending completion of the
Mill Dam on July 2, 1821. General Summer was an avid historian as evidenced
by his authorship of the 801-page A History of East Boston with Biographical
Sketches of the Early Proprietors, published by JE Tilton and Conpany i n
1858.

Prior to itsurbanization. Noddle's Island combined an irregular shoreline
with upland and marsh, as can be seen on an 1801 nap taken for David G eenough
by WlliamTaylor. |ts 663 acres consisted of land and marsh, a 10-acre mill
pond, a mi ||l dam a "great creek" and a wharf. Only 3 trees were shown and no
buil dings were in evidence.

Urbani zation of East Boston began with a plan prepared in 1833 by Sanuel
Lewis, a director of the East Boston Conpany, and executed by SP. Fuller, the
city of Boston's surveyor, in preparation for the selling of lots. The street
pattern was a grid (despite the island's irregular shoreline and undul ating
topography) divided into 3 major sections: Jeffries Point (Ganp Hill in 1801),
the southern peninsula (1); the Maverick and Central Squares area (Smith Hill
and the Mill Pond i n 1801) (2); and Eagle Hill (Wst Head in 1801), the
eventual location of Trinity House, to the north (3). Principal diagonal
streets were used to adjust the grid to the island' s irregularity, as can be
seen on an 1837 "Plan of East Boston showing the land and water lots sold and
unsold." This later plan, by RH Eddy, civil engineer, shows 2 additional
sections, with urbanization extended to the east (Mddle Farmand Hg Island
Marsh in 1801) (4); and Wbod Island (5) to the southeast, as yet not
subdivided. The 1837 plan also includes filled land i n Section 2 (M|l Pond)
and at the eastern end of Section 4, with much of Section 5 continuing as
marsh. Section 1 contains 220 lots of various sizes, 18 of which are built
on. There are 335 lots in Section 2, 24 with buildings, plus Hotel (now
Maverick) Square. Central Square is divided between Sections 2 and 3, with
the latter having 341 lots with 27 showing buildings, plus a |arge Public
Garden and 3 undivided industrial blocks, the largest of which contains the
Mal l eable Iron Works. There are 418 lots plus a cenetery in Section 4, with
only one building, and 14 unnunbered lots in Section 5  Four wharves just out
from Section 1 and 7 from Section 2, al | but 3 of which have buildings. The
Eastern Railroad i s shown running from northeast to i tsas yet unbuilt
termnus on the southwestern shore, bisecting the island.

An 1835 subdivisionplan of the Eagle Hill area (Sec. 3) by RH Eddy,
sincludes a string of 5 undivided blocks ("A" through "E') located between

(continued)
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Border and Meridian Streets, with much of Border Street and sone of bl ocks "C
and "D' under water at high tide. O August 13th of that year, the East
Boston Gonpany sold block "C' plus 4 nearby house lots to the BoydenMall eabl e
Cast Iron and Steel Conpany for $24,275.90. (394:275) Along with Lot "D to
the south which had previously been purchased by Boyden, its ownership
extended fromWite to LexingtonStreet, a distance of about 1,192 feet al ong
the shore. The large "MalleableFactories" conplex can be seen facing
Meridian Street on an RH Eddy plan dated My 1, 1839. This plan also shows
the northern portion of the block divided into 12 large lots nunmbered 50 to
61. Lots 50 through 53 at the White Street end of the block would within a
decade becone the originally generous site of Trinity House.

I ncorporated on March 6, 1835 by George Darracott, Joseph Mariner, Wlliam B
Dorr and their associates, Boyden Mal |l eabl ewas authorized to "manufacture all
kinds of iron and steel ware and to plate, paint and enanel the same."
(Sumer, p.687) Operations began that same year, with several buildings
having been erected including a 200" by 50" 2-story brick foundry, an 80" by
40" brick engine house and a granite wharf. The conpany, which enployed about
300 worknen, was al so engaged i nreal estate devel opment, having conpleted 10
houses by Decenber of 1835. Success was short-lived, however, for on My 28,
1839, the foundry, materials, land and 13 houses were sold to Noah Sturtevant
and Ebenezer Atkins for $42,000.

Oh Decenber 12, 1839 Boyden Mal | eabl e conveyed block "C' t o Ebenezer Atkins of
Boston, master mariner and merchant, (451:192) who sold | ot 52 to Joseph
Nobl e, merchant, 2 days later (451:129) and | ot 51 to John S Morse, esquire,
of Amesbury on January 14, 1840. (452:52) Nester Houghton of New York,

gentl eman, acquired lots 50 and 53 i n March of that year (454:4) reselling
them t o Noah Sturtevant of Boston, merchant, on My 5, 1845. (554:185)
Sturtevant had obtained | ot 52 fromNoble on January 25, 1842 (479:58) and he
proceeded t o conplete the quarter on March 30, 1846, when he purchased | ot 51
from Charles and Horatio Davis of Roxbury, gentlenmen, who had obtained the
parcel from Mrse the proceedi ng Septenber. (549:280)

Unlike previous owers, Noah Sturtevant didnot acquire the 39,033-square-foot
parcel (surroundedon 3 sides by Meridian, White and Border Streets) for
investment or speculation, but as the appropriate site for his ow residence,
which he erected at sone point prior to 1849, when the Assessors Records show
a house val ued at $2,500 on |and assessed at $10,000. (The records for 1848
are mssing.) According to the Boston Directories, Sturtevant noved to East
Boston from44 Atkinson Street i n Boston proper i n 1839, residing at 1 Eutaw
Street until 1846-47, |1 n 1847-48 he was listed at 1 Meridian Street, simply
Meridian Street 1849-50 and on White Street i n 1851, From 1852 and on hi s
address was "Meridian, cor. White",

(continued)
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Noah Sturtevant (1805-1861), a prom nent Boston merchant, was one of the nost
influential mn in the early comercial and industrial devel opnent of East
Boston, Following his acquisitionof the Boyden Malleable Cast Iron and Steel
Conpany conpl ex in 1839, he converted the buildings into a linseedoil
factory, where he used "old fashioned presses" to make about 200 gallons per
day. By 1855 Sturtevant had added 2 wharves projecting into the harbor from
the 1835 granite wharf (containing a "stone store house"), which was parallel
with the shoreline and across Border Street fromthe factory. That same year
he sold the factory, land and buildings, along with the stone storehouse, to
Janes Lee, Jr. and Morrell Cole of Boston, merchants, for $55, 000, as
indicated on a plan of September 25, 1855. (688:277)

Sturtevant was one of the incorporators of the East Boston Ferry Conpany in
1852 and a principal nover in the construction of the Meridian Street Bridge
across Chelsea Creek, a 1,515-foot structure built by EG Brown in 1856.
Following destruction of the Maverick House Hotel by fire, Noah Sturtevant
constructed a new "large and elegant" 6-story, 180-roomhotel on the site
whi ch Summer described as "A rare exhibitionof energy and enterprise on the
part of itspublic-spirited projector; having been built, at a cost of
$100,000, in the mdst of the commercial crisis through which the country has
just passed..." (p.514) The "Sturtevant House", with itscast iron first
floor and upper floors of brick covered with mastic, opened Febmary 23,
1857. Sturtevant was also responsible for the Wnthrop Block, located
adjacent to his hotel in Maverick Square.

Noah Sturtevant's civic mndedness was demonstrated in his 1851 proposal to
plant trees on both sides of Meridian Street, in the hope that his exanple
woul d be followed on other streets in East Boston.

A portion of his obituary, following his untimely death in 1861, reads:
“Sturtevant, Noah, of East Boston, was killed about 5 o'clock Wdnesday
evening Dec. 5th, his carriage comng incollision with the cars on the
Eastern Rail Road crossing, while he was on his way fromhis farmin North
Chel sea to Saugus, His age was 56 years, 8 nmonths. H was a native of
Wnthrop, M,, and was at the house of Noah Sturtevant & (. of Boston, Nw
York and Philadel phia. H was one of the early settlers at East Bdston, and
has done nore, perhaps, than any other man toward the inprovenment of the
place," (NEHG Register, April 1862)

Despite his success in business, Noah Sturtevant was apparently less than
affluent at the time of his death, for in 185 Oliver Stevens et al ,
"Assignees of the Estate of Noah Sturtevant late of said Boston, an Insolvent
Debtor", sold the center half of his large | ot including the house numbered
406 Meridian Street, to John J. Curtis of Boston, a shipbuilder whose shipyard
was |ocated 3 blocks north at the corner of Condor and Meridian Streets.
(862:20) Curtis occupied the house from 1867 wuntil 1869, when he sold the

(continued)
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sane di mensioned parcel to Edward F. Porter of Boston, president of the Boston
Dyewood and Chem cal Conpany, for $14,000. (959:314) Porter also acquired the
portion of the original large | ot abutting White Street that sane year from
the estate of Hannah M Sturtevant for $5,200. (973:161)

In about 1872 Boston Dyewood acquired the southem part of Sturtevant's
Wharf. The 1874 Hopkins Atlas shows a greatly enlarged wharf with a "new
mll", an "old mll" and other structures. Edward F. Porter occupied Trinity
House from 1869 wuntil 1873, when he sold the property to Wlliam B Védman for
$50, 000, (1156:245) who soon defaulted on his $40,000 nortgage. Subsequent
tax and nortgage defaults by Porter's estate left the property in the hands of
the Franklin Savings Bank, which sold i t at auction on Decenber 27, 1877 to
David B Crocker, (1405:195) who apparently never occupied the house, but also
nmanaged to default on his nortgage with the property once again revertingto
the Franklin Savings Bank. The bank sold two-thirds of the property,
including the house, to Frank C and Marinna A Wod on February 2, 1885.
(1666:275) The Wods owned a drygoods store in Central Square, and beginning
in 1901 Frank VWod was also listed inthe Boston Directory as president of
both the Col unbian Trust Conpany and the Summer Savings Bank. The Wods
occupied the house until My 17, 1917 when i tand its55 -wide | ot were
conveyed to Trinity Neighborhood House and Day Nursery. (4034:13)

The fragmenting of the original 200'-long | ot on Meridian Street began in 1853
with Noah Sturtevant's sale of the southern 53" to Paul Curtis, a shipbuilder,
who operated a shipyard across Border Street from the rear of Sturtevant's
house from about 1855 to 1872. (651:69) Curtis probably built the house at
402 Meridian Street in 1856, occupying i tuntil his death I n about 1872 Hi s
heirs conveyed the property to Janes Smith in 1874, (1238:89) who in turn sold
it to Dudley A Dorr, a lawyer, 10 years later. (1641:39) Dorr resided there
until 1910, 2 years before his death.

In 1878 the Franklin Savings Bank sold a 50° by 200" portion of the original
Sturtevant property, at the corner of Wiite Street, to Charles R MlLean, a
millwright, who was also president and treasurer of the American Tool and
Machi ne Conpany, as well as president of the First Ward National Bank,
(1417:191) The red brick house still occupying the site was conpleted by
McLean i n Novenber of that year. |t was designed by Boston architect Lyman
Underwood, who began practice in 1858 and died in 1894,  MLean occupied the
house until 1883, with his wife continuing residency for another 10 years.
WlliamH Grainger, a physician, owned and |ived in 408 Meridian Street from
1893 through 1914, when he noved to Wnthrop. (2111:118) The property
remained in the Grainger famly at |east through 1929

In 1896 Frank and Marinna A Vdod sold 45 of their property (404 Meridian
Street) to Dudley and Julia Dorr. (2363:593) The 3-story brick tenement
presently occupying the site was constructed in 1914 during the ownership of
Raphailla Bevilaqua, with Silverman Engineering Conpany as the architect.

(continued)
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Nova Scotia bom Donald MKay (1810-1880) acquired half interest i na parcel
of land and flats i n1845 from Joseph Noble, iimediately north of the Boston
Mal | eabl e works lot. This property, which soon becane thesite of Boston's
most notable shipyard, measured 260' along Meridian Street and ranwestward t o
the Tow water mark. The southern edge of MKay's wharf would eventual ly abut
Noah Sturtevant's wharf. MKay's first Boston vessel, a New York packet naned
the "Washington Irving", was launched i n1845. Hisfirst clipper wasthe
"Stag Hound" (1850), followed by 20 others, including "Flying Cl oud (1851),
"Sovereign of the Seas" (1852) and "Great Republic" (1853). | nadditionto
the 21 clippers, MKay built 16 ocean packets, several schooners, 2

sl oops-of -war and 4 steam vessels. Paul Curtis, who built 402 Meridian
Street, located his shipyard north across t hedock fromMKay's wharf.

Curtis' first clipper was "Wtchcraft" built i n 1850.

In addition toits association with Noah Sturtevant, a prom nent Boston
merchant. Trinity Neighborhood House i sstrongly identified withthe
charitable endeavors of Boston's Trinity Church parish and theearly evolution
of thesettlement house nmovenent. Founded i n1881 as a pioneer social service
provider, theformation of Trinity Neighborhood House i slinked withthe
careers of thecharismatic rector of Trinity Church, Phillips Brooks
(1835-1893), and with t heprom nent philanthropist, Robert Treat Paine
(1835-1910).

VWhile Phillips Brooks (who i sbest known for his inspired |eadership of
Trinity Church i nBoston and as t heauthor of "O Little Town of Bethlehent)
strongly encouraged t heparish's charitable work, i t i sPaine who i s nost
consistently identified with Trinity House through his ceaseless efforts on
the institution's behalf. Brooks exhorted hi s audiences toaidtheneedy with
his powerful words, while Paine attenmptedt osolve t heproblemat hand
directly, whether it be through hi s organizational skills and other talents,
rai sing money fromsynpathetic sources or allocating his ow funds. Paine's
deep personal concern for t hework and wel fare of Trinity House and those i t
served i sdenonstrated i n a nunber of ways. For exanple, theTrinity House
Annual Report for 1884 gratefully acknow edged t hegenerosity of M. nd Ms.
Robert Treat Paine, who paid therent for Trinity House. Wen t he Robert
Treat Paine Association was established i n1890, it naned Trinity House as one
if its primary charitable concerns. | naddition, Paine was active on several
Trinity House commttees.

The philanthropic efforts of theparish were numerous. An undated panphlet at
the Boston Public Library provides background into another, probably earlier,
charitable pursuit, theTrinity Church Visiting Society. The Visiting Society
lists as its primary objectives: ".,,to pronote personal interest i nthe needy
and friendless, and i nthose who ar e strangers among us; t o see that t he

wi sest care shall be taken of every fam |y under our charge i ndistress, and
for this purpose toorganize systematic visitation anong them by menbers of

our parish.”

(continued)
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The responsibilities of the Visitors anong the poor were as follows: "Visitors
will be expected as a rule, to see their famlies either at their own homes or
at the horme of the family, as often as twice a month ...; to seek their
temporal, moral, and spiritual welfare ...; to permt the Al noner to dispense
relief and to render a brief written report of the conditionof their cases as
often as once a nonth." The rector of Trinity Church was the president of the
Visiting Society and in the panphlet. Brooks was |isted as president with

Rev. Frederick Baylies Allen, Rev. Reuben Kidner and Robert Treat Paine, Jr.
as vice presidents.

The Trinity Visiting Society was typical of the nature of religious outreach
into the coimunity since Colonial days. However, by the 1860's, with the
accelerated pace of urban |ife due to mechanization and industrialization, and
the steady influx of Immgrants to the cities, the old means of providing
charity were stretched to their limts., Trinity's Visiting Society did
perhaps achieve a new |evel of proficiency in dispensing charity, withits
highly organized and self-staffed group of Visitors. In the previously noted
panmphl et, the list of Visitors of the Trinity Church Visiting Society nunbered
77 | adies.

The first Trinity House was |ocated at 13 Burroughs Place. As organized in
1881, i trepresented a new novenent i n philanthropic and charitable
institutions, one that was nore closely allied with the settlement house
noverrent than with the earlier visiting societies. The first settlement house
was Toynbee Hall, located i n East London. |t was founded in 1884 by 2 Oxford
University students. The idea guiding that house and the settlement house
noverment i n general, was the realization that poverty needed to be eradicated
by ways not acconplished through existing charitable organizations.

Therefore, the settlement workers noved directly into the coimunity of the
poor, living and working with them rather than merely visiting and then
retum ng to cozy homes i n another part of town or the suburbs. The
settlement group would open up a house i n the neighborhood and then invite the
residents to take part inthe activities. (Fisher, p.10)

Early settlements were often founded by college students, such as the

Nei ghborhood Guild (1886) and the College Settlement, run by women col|lege
graduates (1889), both in Nw York. Jane Addans and Ellen Gates Starr's Hull
House i n Chicago, the nost successful settlement house, was also founded in
1889. According to Fisher, there were 6 settlement houses i n the United
States by 1891, over 100 by 1900 and over 200 by 1905.

In i tsorganization, Trinity House was nore traditional. The various matrons
did not live on the premses, but rather were on site certain hours and days.
Settlement ideology demanded total inmmersion in the environment one was trying
to assist. However, simlar to the settlement houses. Trinity House sought
and this isreflected inPaine's omn words - to offer assistance to those in
need and to aid increating self-reliant individuals.

(continued)
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To this end, the settlement classes offered at Trinity House included

econom cal cooking, housekeeping, sewing and Bible study, as well as frequent
“practical talks". The work of Trinity House was divided into several
departments: the House Department, the Qutdoor Departnent, the Day Nursery
Department, the Industrial Department and the Laundry Departnent. Each
Department was headed by a coimittee of Trinity Church menbers and had one or
nore nmatrons and assistants. The classes and lectures offered at the
settlement houses were geared primarily toward woren, young adults and
children.

Phillips Brooks and M. and Ms. Robert Treat Paine were menbers of the House
Committee, which dealt with the overall direction and running of Trinity
House. The Report notes: "W have striven, inviewof the stringency of the
times, to make our expenses as small as i s possible without crippling the
work." (Third Annual Report, 1884, p.|) The Report continues, thanking M.
and Ms. Robert Treat Paine for their generosity i npaying for the rent of
Trinity House.

The matron of the Qutdoor Department was Mss EQ Warren. M ss Warren, anong
her other duties, provided the Committee with information on particularly
needy individuals and families. The House would take i nsewing fromarea
residents and then parcel the work out to various women, who would conpletei t
for payment.

Activities listed under the Qutdoor Department included a Mdther's Class, in
whi ch the wonen sewed clothes for themselves, their famlies and nade t o order
for sale. The class met twice a week and was self supporting. There was a
Saturday afternoon sewing class for children, which i n 1884 and 33 childrenin
attendance, A young nen's Bible Class was also offered as well as lectures on
such practical topics as proper food preparation, cleanliness, handling
emergencies, ventilation and so on. N doubt the honenakers cl asses offered
at least sone of the [atest theories of the domestic science novenment and
perhaps i nthat respect, the new scientific cooking nethods reached the

audi ence they could best serve. (For further information on the Boston
Cooking School and scientific cooking methods, see Boston Landmarks Conmi ssion
Study Report on the Evans House, 1990.)

A Day Nursery was also offered to help working mothers. The nothers paid a
small fee for the care of he child for a day. The Nursery also caredfor
infants, but it was noted i nthe 1884 Annual Report that the Nursery was
limted i nsize and often had to refuse adm ttance of infants. The Conmittee
hoped t o expand this service. |n 1884, the Day Nursery Departnent caredfor
98 children with an average attendance of 17.

The Industrial Department offered instruction i nhousekeeping, mending and
cooking. A Kitchen Garden class was introduced for girls between 9 and 14 i n

(continued)
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order to train themi n "household duties and i nhelpfulness to their mothers
at hone". The nmending class was self-supporting. | twas given $25.00 when
Trinity House was founded i n 1881 and i n 1884 had $23,00 on hand. A Singing
School was also held. Mst classes met once a week with an average of 10-15
students at each meeting.

In addition to the classes and the Nursery, Trinity House also housed a
Laundry where ol der wonen who could not find work were enployed. They tookin
laundry fromarea residents and their operation was virtually

self-supporting. This enabled the wonen to earn a little noney which caused,
according to the Annual Report of 1884, only a small financial loss to the
endeavor and "while this reduces our balance, it enhances the charity", (p.6)

The Report requested "only patronage" for the Laundry.

The final page of the Report gives the esti mated expenses for the running of
Trinity House i n 1885 as $4,000 and notes that a collection would be taken on
Novenber 23, 1884 for the benefit of the House.

Trinity House remained i n Boston until 1906, when it noved to Princetown
Street i n East Boston, The decision to nove to East Boston at that time was a
sound one, for it was one of the nost densely popul ated sections of the city,
with nunerous itmigrants still arriving. Inaddition, Paine and Brooks had
established other neighborhood charities, such as the Paine Menorial Building
in the South End, and had expressed concern about neighborhood conditions,
like the need for a park i nthe North End.

Trinity House moved to its current location in 1917. The 1922 Social Survey
of East Boston notes: "The Trinity Neighborhood House, formerly Trinity Day
Nursery....is at 406 Meridian Street i none of the finest houses i n East
Boston, large, roony, with a big garden, plenty of open space, and overlooking
the water. There isa large yard with sandboxes, swings, and facilities for
other games." (p.35) Also mentioned i s the fact that Trinity Neighborhood
House i s the only Day Nursery i n East Boston. The activities of the House
remai ned nuch the sane as reported i n1884. Trinity House was an inmportant
community social service provider for alnmost a century.

Robert Treat Paine, the great-grandson of the Robert Treat Paine who signed
the Declaration of Independence, attended Boston Latin School, graduating at
age 15. He then entered Harvard College i n 1851, graduating with honors in
1855. \While at Harvard he becane close friends with, among others, Phillips
Brooks, Theodore Lyman, Francis G Barlow and Al exander Agassiz, The lifelong
friendship between Brooks and Paine was to prove highly productive and
beneficial to religious and charitable interests i n Boston. Paine next
studied |aw at Harvard, followed by a period of 2 years travel i n Europe

prior to being admttedto the Sufoik Bar i n 1859 at age 24. Paine excelled
during his 11 years of legal practice, but by age 35 he had acquired

(continued)
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substantial wealth through work andwi se investmentsi nmning andrailroads,
so that he tumed all of his energiesto philanthropic pursuits. As notedin
his Boston dobe obituary: "...he devoted histime, his fortune and his
talents fromthat time onto the exploration of the condition of mankind - to
the masses andnot to the classes towhich hewasallied." (p.3)

Pai ne was a nenber of the Trinity Church Visiting Society andi nordert o
familiarize himself with the condition of the poor, went regularly to the Wst
End. Accordingto hisobituary, andreflected i nPaine's ownwords, isthe

i mportance of assisting those i nneed without "making paupers of them', (p.3)
The abysmal living conditions Paine witnessed caused himto state: "You can
not expect to find i nsqualor andfilth the germs of education andrefinement
neither can insufficient ventilation and atotal absence of sanitation produce
that fine flower of estheticism which has marked the Boston known tothe
outside world." (obit. p.3)

Qe of Paine's earliest efforts wasto clean up a notorious area, "the Crystal
Pal ace", an ol d rookery near Lincoln Street. A denof thieves, it was also
horme t 0 about 50 families. Paine andseveral colleagues went into the
building, created light andai r shafts, cleaned and wal | paperedthe roons and
put i nplace a sanitary system This experience pronpted himto pursue
housing issues andby 1887 he hadestablished the Wrkingnmen's Loan
Association. His obituary notes that i nhis capacity as head of the
Association, hewas responsible for the erection of nore than 300 small
dwellings i nthe South End, Roxbury andJanaica Plain.

Other major contributions included a $10,000 gift to Harvard to establish a
fellowship, which would allow the recipient to investigate andassisti n

al leviating the conditions "of the nass of mankind". | n 1890 Paine
established the Robert Treat Paine Association, with $200,000, dedicatedt o
improving the lives of the working classes. Special charities under its care
included the "People's Institute, the People's Coffee House, the Wndsor Hone
for Aged Vonen, the Working Girl's Club and Trinity House." (obit. p. 3)

Paine was a driving force i nthe 1878 formation of the Associ ated Charities of
Boston and was the president from1879 until 1907. His writings on charity
were widely circulated i nthe formof panphlets. He was also involved in
various peace novenents and was president of the American Peace Society from
1891 until his death i n 1910.

Robert Treat Paine was president of the board of trustees of the Episcopal
Theol ogi cal School i n Canbridge anda founder of the Phillips Brooks House at
Harvard. His efforts as chairman of the Building Coimittee were instrumental
in the site selection, fund raising for anderection of the newTrinity Church
in Copley Square.

(continued)
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The architectural significance of Trinity House derives both from the high
quality of itsdesign and the uniqueness of certain aspects of that design.
The building's nost dominant features are its2 large semi-circul ar bays, one
facing the street and the other facing south. Wile "bow fronts" are not
uncommon i n Boston, this combination of front and side bows i s rare.

The bow front or sem -circularbay has been a recurring theme i n American
architecture from the Colonial era to well into the 20th Century. The
original capitol at WIlliamsburg of 1701-5 (Henry Cary, master builder)
featured 2 semi-circularbays on itsprincipal facade. Charlers Bulfinch's
1792 drawing of the Joseph Barrell house i n Charlestown Includes a central
bow much nore dom nant than the shallower bow on his Jonathan Mason nansi on
of 1802, which stood on M. Vernon Street i n Boston facing Wal nut Street,
Several bow-fronted double houses survive on Beacon Street Including the Janes
Smith Col bum houses at 54,55 (1807, Asher Benjamin, architect); nunbers 56,
56 (1819, Ephrai m Marsh, housewright); the Appleton-Parker pair at 39, 40
(1817-19, Alexander Parris, architect) and 63, 64 (1821, 1824, Ephrai m Marsh,
housewright), plus others.

By the 1840's, groups and rows of identical bowfronts with |imted detail were
begi nning to appear in the southern part of Boston, such as the 2 now occupied
by Jacob Wrth's Restaurant at 31, 37 Stuart Street, built in 1844 by J.
Greenl eaf Sanborn, housewright, and on recently filled land along Boylston
Street facing the newly established Public Garden. As the Greek Revival era
ebbed, ornanendati on becane nore abundant on rows of 1850's bow fronts in the
newy filled South Cove. |n contrast to earlier rowhouse devel opments, the
Back Bay was highly individualized, with unified groups rarely exceeding 2 or
3 houses. Back Bay bow fronts were |ess common (projecting bays nore often
being octagonal, especially inthe 1860's), but were still i n evidence into
the early 20th Century.

The vast majority of bow-fronted residential buildings in Boston have but one
sem -circular bay, and that facing the street. Occasionally bows are paired

on the principal facade of larger houses, but almst never can houses be found
with front and side bows, as on Trinity House.

The omanment to be found at Trinity House i s unique in design and of high
quality. O particular interest and rarity isitscombining of Geek and
Egyptian Revival elenments. Wile the overall format i s Greek, the subtle
Egyptian touches add another qualitative dimension to itsdetail.

The Egyptian Revival inarchitecture flourished inthe United States primarily
during the 1830's and 1840's, with the Egyptian Building at Virginia
Commonweal th University i n R chnmond (1838-1845, Thomas S Stewart, architect)
being the nost notable extant example. O the few surviving exanples of
Egyptian design i nthe Boston area, nost are associated with cemeteries or

(continued)
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nmonunments, such as M. Aubum Solonon W llard' s granite gate t othe Granary
and his Bunker Hill Mnument (1825-1843).

Exanpl es of Egyptian Revival detail simlar tothat inTrinity House can be
found on 3 Beacon Hill houses: the David Sears mansion of 1819-1821 and 1832,
Al exander Parris, architect (now the Sonerset Club) at 42, 43 Beacon Street;
the double brownstone mansion at 40-42 M. Vernon Street, designed by George
M not Dexter for Augustus Henmenway and constructed i n 1850; andthe | arge
house at 57 Hancock Street of 1875, W I IliamWshburn, architect.

The 2 colums with Egyptian Revival capitals which support the portico at 42
Beacon Street probably date from 1841, when nunber 41was huilt andthe side
entrance facing east on42 was noved t othe front of the building. The
Hemenway houses exhibit bold Egyptian ornanment (repeated on cornice-headed

wi ndows), battered square entrance colums andround colums with palm |eaf
capitals. Thered sandstone portico capitals of 57 Hancock Street include
bands of stylized palmleaves quite simlar t othose onthe Trinity House
portico.

Egyptian Revival references canbe found i n 3 locations at Trinity House: the
battered granite fence post, brownstone portico capitals andthe wood pilaster
capitals flanking windows anddoors onthe first floor of the main house
interior. Inthe latter twocases the capitals deftly conbine G eekand
Egyptian details. A band of stylized palmleaves encircles each of the lonic
capitals beneath the scrolls of the portico colums, while the interior
pilaster capitals have similar bands of palmleaves springing from G eek
akanthas | eaves as a concave cornice, a formthat is also Egyptian in origin.
Both design andcraftmanship of these details are of high quality. Thenore
simplified Geek Revival wi ndow and door surrounds onthe second floor are
also of refined design, asis the circular staircase.

Trinity House conbines grace andgrandeur of formwith unique intricacy of
detail. | twas designated a city of Boston Landmark i n 1981 by the Boston
Landmar ks Conmi ssi on,

ARCHAEQ G CAL S BN FI CANCE

The research significance of domestic reform movenent sites in Boston has been
thoroughly reviewed by Susanne Spencer-Wod (1987), although she does not
specifically discuss the Trinity Neighborhood House site i n East Boston.
Spencer-Wod cl aims that archaeol ogi cal evidence from donmestic reform sites
my reveal early attenpts t oraise wonen's status by altering the material
conditions that characterizedtheir previous, subordinate role i nthe private
domestic sphere. Domestic reformsites could be expected to produce a
distinctive artifact patterning representing shifting gender roles, especially
when sites were occupied for at least 5 years, as was the Trinity Nei ghborhood

(continued)
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House. No domestic reform sites have actually been investigated
archaeol ogical, so the actual potential of these sites i s conjectural.

In summary, any relatively intact archaeol ogical or l|andscape features located
on the property of 406 Meridian Street which post-dates 1917 shoul d be
considered to be potentially significant as they may bear on the activities of
the Trinity Neighborhood House.

(end)

9. MR Bl BLI OGRAPH CAL REFERENCES

Boston Directories.

Boston Health League, A Social Survey of East Boston, 1922.

Bost on Landnar ks Conmi ssion, Building Information Forms, 402, 404, 406, 408
Meridian Street, East Boston.

Bost on Landnmar ks Conmi ssion, "Evans House", Study Report, 1990,

Bost on Landnar ks Conmi ssion, "Trinity Neighborhood House", Study Report, 1981.

Boston Looks Seaward, The Story of the Port, 1630-1940, WA Boston:
Northeastern University Press, 1985,

Brom ey, GW, Atlas of South and East Boston, 1884.

Brom ey, GW, Atl as of East Boston, 1892.

Brom ey, GW, Atlas of Charlestown and East Boston, 1911, 1912, 1922.

Broomer, Kathleen Kelly and Shilland, Kimberly A, "East Boston Preservation
Study", Boston Landmarks Conmi ssion, 1990.

City of Boston, Inspectional Services Departnment, Building Jackets for 402,
404, 406, 408 Meridian Street, East Boston

City of Boston, Tax Assessor's Records, 1846-1852.

Drake, Samuel G, The History and Antiquities of Boston Fromlts Settlementin
1630 to the Year 1770, Boston: Luther Stevens, 1856.

Eddy, RH, "Plan of East Boston", 1837.

El stein, Rochelle S, "WIIliam Washbum and t he Egyptian Revival i n Boston",
ad-TIme New England, Vol. LXX 1980, pp. 63-81.

Fisher, Robert, Let the People Decide: Neighborhood Organizingi n America,
Boston: G K Hall & Co., 1984,

Fl oyd, Margaret Henderson, "HH Richardson, Frederick Law O nsted, and the
House f or Robert Treat Paine", W ntethur Portfolio, Vol. 18, No. 4, Wnter
1983, p. 227.

Gosse, A Bothwell, The Civilization of the Ancient Egyptians, New York:
Frederick A Stokes Co., 1916.

Ham in, Tal bot, Greek Revival Architecturein America, New York: Dover
Publications I nc., 1944,

Hopkins, GM, Atlas of East Boston, Chelsea, Revere, Wnthrop, 1874.

Johnson, Edward, "Vnder Working Providence of Sions Saviour 1628-1631",

Col lections of the Massachusetts Historical Society, Vol. I, Second
Series, 1846, pp. 49-96. '



United States Deoartmant of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Trinity Neighborhood House,
" A Bost on, Massachusetts

Section number 9 Page |

Maverick, Sanmuel, "A Briefe Discription of New England nd the Severall Townes
Therein", New Engalnd Historic Geneal ogical Register, Vol. 39, 1885,

pp. 33-48.
Moffett, Marian Scott, "The Physical Devel opnent of East Boston", MA Thesis,
MT, 1973.

Morison, Samuel Eliot, The Maritime History of Massachusetts, Boston:
Northeatern University Press Press, 1979.

Murray, Margaret A, Egyptian Tenples, London: Sanpson Low, Marston & Co. Ltd,
1931.

Pai ne, Robert Treat, Address at the Qpening of the Phillips Brooks House,
January 23, 1900, April 1901 reprint.

Pai ne, Robert Treat, An Qpen Letter concerning the North End Park, Boston
Heral d, Febmary 27, 1896, p. 9.

Pai ne, Robert Treat, Obituary, Boston dobe, August 12, 1910, p, 1.

Quint, Alonzo H, "Mnoir of WIlliam Hyslop Sumer", Massachusetts Historical
Soci ety Proceedings, Decenber 1880, pp. 282-286.

Report of the Record Conmissioners: The Boston Town Recors from 1660 to 1822,
Vols. 7, 8, 12, 14, 16, 18, 26, 31, 35, 37, Boston: Rockwell & Churchill,
1881- 1906.

Report of the Record Conmissioners; Records of Boston Selectnmen, 1701-1818,
Vols. 11, 13, 15, 17, 19, 20, 23, 25, 27, 33, 38, Boston: Rockwell &
Churchill, 1884-1908.

"Robert Treat Paine (Oct. 28, 1835 - Aug. 11, 1910)", i nDictionary of
Anerican Biography, Vol. XIV, pp. 158-9, New Yrok: Charles Scribners Sons,
1934,

Shurtleff, Nathaniel B, Editor, Records of the Govenor and Conpany of the
Massachusetts Bay i nNew England, Vols. 1-4, 1628-1674, Boston: Press of
WIlliamWite, 1853.

Shurtleff, Nathaniel B, A Topographical and Historical Description of Boston,
Boston: Noyes, Hol mes and Co., 1872.

Spencer - Wod, Susanne, A Survey of Donestic Reform Movenent Sites i n Boston
and Canbridge, ca. 1865-1905, Historical Archaeol ogy, 1987.

Sturtevant, Noah, Obituary, New England Historic Geneal ogi cal Register, Vol .
XVI, April 1862, p. 185.

Suffolk County Registry of Deeds: Deeds and Pl ans.

Summer, WlliamH, A History of East Boston; with Biographical Sketches of
Early Proprietors, Boston: J.E Tilton & Co., 1858.

“Third Annual Report", Trinity House, 1884.

"Trinity Church Visiting Society", ND

Wei kl e, Thomas, "East Boston Devel opment History 1833-Present”, Eagle Hill
Ass'n, ND

W nsor, Justin, Editor, The Menorial History of Boston 1630-1880, 4 Vols,
Boston: James R (Gsgood & Co., 1880.

Zimer, Edward F., "Alexander Parris' David Sears House", Od-TInme New
Engl and, Vol . LXX 1980, pp. 99-110.



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Trinity Neighborhood House,
N Boston, Massachusetts

Section number lo  Page

VERBAL BODNMRY DESCR PTI ON

Beginning at a point onthe westerly line of Meridian St. 50" south from Wite
St., thence running south on Meridian St. 55', thence turning and running
west on land formerly of Julia M Dorr 193 nore or |ess, thence tum ng and
running north on Border St, 55', thence turning and running east on land |ate
of Charles R MlLean 197' 8" by a line parallel toWite St. tothe beginning
point. See attached Boston Redevel opnent Authority nap.

BANDARY JUSTI F CATI ON

The boundaries include the remaining land (.24203 acre), historically
associated with the Trinity Neighborhood House, as described i n Suffolk County
Deed 8051:198, dated July 6, 1966.
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Trinity House i s situated onthe east side of an 11, 088 square foot parcel of
land that extends between Meridian Street andBorder Street in East Boston.
Unfortunately, nany of the features of theoriginal estate (ca. 1849) were
lost as theproperty was subdivided between 1853 and 1900.  The surviving55
foot by 199foot parcel represents a fragment of the original 150 foot by 20
foot lot. Therefore, archaeological features from the pre-1900 periodare
expected t opossess relatively little archaeological integrity.

Post - 1900 archaeol ogi cal features may include | andscape features such as
gardens andfence lines aswell asartifacts. |t is expected that the use of
the site asthe Trinity Neighborhood House after 1917 should bereflectedi n
these sane types of archaeological features. The use of nunicipal systens of
refuse disposal certainly reduced the anount of 'garbage* remaining at the
site, however.

(end)

STATQffINT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Trinity Nei ghborhood House at 406 Meridian Street, East Boston, possesses
integrity of design, location, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and
association, and neets Criteria A andCof the National Register of Historic
Places as a structure associated with events that have nade a significant
contribution tothe broad patterns of our history and that enbodi es
distinctive characteristics of a nethod of construction and represents t he
work of amaster. Under Criteria A Trinity House was built ca. 1848 by Noah
Sturtevant, aleading figure in the commercial and industrial devel opnent of
East Boston, for his ownoccupancy. | n 1917 the building becane Trinity

Nei ghbor hood House and Day Nursery, which had been founded i n 1881 by Trinity
Church i n Boston as a pioneer social service provider. Udder Criteria G
Trinity House i s a notable exanple of Geek Revival domestic architecturewth
additional Egyptian Revival ornamental detail.

The structureis alarge detached 2 1/2-story redbrick Geek Revival style
single-famly dwelling with brownstone trim and a granite foundation.

Pedi mented dorners adorn it sgray slate and metal roof, which is joined to the
masonry walls by a sinple wood com ce. Notable exterior features include 2
substantial sem-circular bays (one inthe front facing east and the other on
the side facing south) with 3 windows at each |evel, and a flat-roofed

brownst one entrance porticow th Ionic colums atop aflight of granite

steps. Parallel with the sidewalk are 3 nmassive granite posts (4th mssing)
and anornate cast iron fence, half of which i s mssing.

(continued)
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National Park Service

PO Box 37127

VWashi ngton, BC 20013- 7127

RE Trinity Nei ghborhood House, Boston (Suffolk County), M\
Dear Ms. Shull:

In reviewing the Trinity Neighborhood House Nati onal Register nom nation, we
noticed a typographical error. TheTrinity Neighborhood House was |isted
individually i ntheNational Register of Historic Places onApril 14, 1992.

The error i sinthestatement of significance section, onpage 1 (section 8,
page 1), i nthefirst paragraph. At present, thesentence reads i nerror.

"I'n 1917 t hebuilding becane Trinity Church i nBostonas
a pioneer social service provider."

The correct sentence should read as foll ows:

"In 1917 the building becane Trinity Nei ghborhood House
and Day Nursery, which had been founded i n1881 by Trinity
Church i nBoston as a pioneer social service provider".

Enclosed youwill find a continuation sheet which we request tobeusedi n
place of theone i nthenomnation. Qe the change has been nade pl ease
notify us i nwiting. | f youhave any questions regarding this request,

pl ease donot hesitate t ocontact Doug Kel | eher, National Register Assi stant,
or ne at this office.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg Ly
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmlsslon

encl osure

cc: Boston Landnmarks Cormmi ssion
Les Larson, Preservation Consultant

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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AR-HAED A3 CAL CESCR PTT AN

Trinity House i s situated onthe east side of an 11,088 square foot parcel of
land that extends between Meridian Street and Border Street in East Boston.
Unfortunately, nmany of the features of theoriginal estate (ca. 1849) were
lost as the property was subdivided between 1853 and 1900.  The surviving 55
foot by 199 foot parcel represents a fragment of theoriginal 150 foot by 200
foot lot. Therefore, archaeological features from the pre-1900 periodare
expected t opossess relatively little archaeological integrity.

Po8t - 1900 ar chaeol ogi cal features nay include |andscape features suchas
gardens andfence lines aswell asartifacts. |t is expected that the use of
the site asthe Trinity Neighborhood House after 1917 should bereflectedi n
these sane types of archaeological features. The use of municipal systens of
refuse disposal certainly reduced the anount of 'garbage' remaining at the
site, however.

(end)

STATEMENT - S| GN H CANCE

Trinity Neighborhood House at 406 Meridian Street, East Boston, possesses
integrity of design, location, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and
association, and neets Criteria A andCof the National Register of Historic
Places as a structure associated with events that have nade a significant
contribution tothe broad patterns of our history andthat enbodi es
distinctive characteristics of anethod of construction and represents t he
work of amaster. Under Criteria A Trinity House was built ca. 1848 by Noah
Sturtevant, a leading figure in the comercial and industrial devel opment of
East Boston, for his ownoccupancy. |1 n1917 the buil ding becane Trinity

Nei ghbor hood House and Day Nursery, which had been founded i n 1881 by Trinity
Church i n Boston as a pioneer social service provider. Uder Criteria G
Trinity House i s a notable exanple of Greek Revival domestic architecturewth
additional Egyptian Revival omamental detail.

The structureis alarge detached 2 1/2-story red brick Geek Revival style
single-famly dwelling with brownstone trim and a granite foundation.

Pedi mented dorners adorn i tsgray slate and netal roof, which is joined to the
masonry walls by a sinple wood com ce. Notable exterior features include 2
substantial sem-circular bays (one in the front facing east and the other on
the side facing south) with 3 windows at each level, and a flat-roofed
brownstone entrance porticowi th lonic colums atop a flight of granite

steps. Parallel with thesidewalk are 3 nmassive granite posts (4th mssing)
and anornate cast iron fence, half of which i s mssing.

(continued)
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Carol Shul |

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

P.O Box 37127

VWashi ngton, BC 20013- 7127

RE Trinity Neighborhood House, Boston (Suffolk County), M\
Dear M. Shull:

In reviewing the Trinity Nei ghborhood House National Register nom nation, we
have noticed another typographical error. The Trinity Neighborhood House was
listed individually i ntheNational Register of Historic Places onApril 14,
1992.

The error i si nthearchaeol ogical description section, onpage 5 (section 7,
page 5), i nthefirst paragraph. At present, thesentence reads i nerror.

"The surviving 55foot by 199 foot parcel represents a
fragnent of theoriginal 150 foot by 20foot lot."

The correct sentence should read as fol |l ows:

"The surviving 55 foot by 199 foot parcel represents a
fragment of theoriginal 150 foot by 200 foot |ot."

Enclosed youwill find acontinuationsheet which we request t obeusedi n
place of theone i nthenomnation. Qe the change has been nade pl ease
notify us i nwriting. | f youhave any questions regarding this request,
please do not hesitate t ocontact Doug Kel | eher, National Register Assistant,
or ne at this office.

Sincerely,
ANAA - FYIAAMUUJIp
Betsy Friedberg \

National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

encl osure

cc: Boston Landnarks Comm ssion
Les Larson, Preservation Consultant
Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Direcior, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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March 3, 1992

Carol Shul |

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

PO Box 37127

Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shul |:
Encl osed youwill find thefollowing nomnation form

Trinity Neighborhood House, 406 Meridan Street, Boston (Suffolk County),
Massachusetts 02128.

The nom nation was voted eligible by the State Review Board andi s signed by
myself, as theState Historic Preservation Officer. Oaners were notified of
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before thenmeeting and
were afforded t heopportunity t ocomrent. No comments have been received t o
date.

Sincerely,

ivudith B. McDonough
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
State Historic Preservation Officer

Encl osure

cc: NOMHTrinity Limted Partnership
Mayor Raynmond Flynn
Carol Huggins, Boston Landnmarks Conmm ssiom
Leslie Larson @ Kimberly Shilland, Preservation Consultants

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Presarvation Officer
SOBoylstonStreet, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617)727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



