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The Meek-Miller House is located in the Portland neighborhood, once a thriving 
river town in its own right. Portland is snuggled in the bend of the Ohio River 
just west of downtown Louisville. The area is predominantly residential, with 
interspersed commercial structures. The river traffic through the Portland Canal 
was the reason behind Portland's success as an independent town. Traffic patterns 
have changed through the years, but the modes of transportation have not. The 
Canal is still in constant daily use, but automobiles and trains share the same 
general traffic corridor. Interstate 64 runs east to west along the river at 
Portland, and the Kentucky and Indiana Railroad and Toll Bridge crosses the Ohio 
River at Portland.

The core residential district of Portland is a pending National Register District, 
submitted for designation in 1978, as the Portland Historic District. The Meek- 
Miller House is located one and one half blocks east of this district, on the 
north side of North Western Parkway.

The Meek-Miller House is a two~story, red brick Italianate residence, built in 
1865. The hipped roof has a very low slope and is shingled. Two chimneys rise 
from the west side of the house, and one from the east.

The house is L-shaped with an original two*story frame section on the inside of 
the L. A later one-story frame addition was made to the full width of the rear 
of the house.

The facade is symmetrical, with five windows evenly spaced on the second floor, 
and matched on the first floor by four windows and a central door. The windows 
are all arched and carry arched incised metal hoods with pressed metal keystones. 
The windows flanking the entrance have been boarded over and do not have their 
hoods, but the window openings do remain. The tympanum of each window has been 
filled with metal sheeting to accomodate standardized storm windows. On the 
interior however, the arched panes and frames remain in tact. The exterior 
window sills are stone.

The entrance has been altered by the removal of its door hood. At some point, 
a large porch was added to the facade which covered the entrance and two flanking 
windows. The door and window hoods were removed at that time. The porch has been 
removed and the window and door openings remain in tact, with the exception of their 
hoods. The single door is flanked by narrow side lights and capped by a small 
transom. The windows on the side of the house have brick voussoirs.

The front entrance leads to a very small reception area, with the stair case 
directly ahead. A partition wall has been erected which divided the foyer 
from the stairhall and makes the foyer appear even smaller. The banister and 
balusters remain on the inside of the partition wall. Modestly .proportioned 
rooms flank the foyer. The front windows, with .their arched panes, provide the 
primary decorative element. The door and window trim is all simple and undecorated. 
The house is three rooms deep on the west and one room deep on the east,,on the 
first floor. The floor plan is nearly the same for the second floor, with the west
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The Meek-Miller House makes a significant architectural contribution to the Portland 
neighborhood. Nineteenth century brick Italianate dwellings are typical of the 
architecture found within the Portland Historic District (National Register, pending). 
Although the Meek-Miller House falls outside of the proposed district, it, like many 
of the houses in the district, is a two-story brick Italianate residence. Constructed 
in 1865 by a river boat pilot, the Meek-Miller House is the finest remaining residence 
in this area of North Western Parkway. Though neglected in past years it still 
reflects the larger scale and dignity of structures of Portland 1 s more prosperous 
years as an important riverfront community. It is a vital part of the character of 
the greater Portland area outside of the Historic District.

Portland was chartered as a city in 1834 by the Kentucky General Assembly. It had 
developed as a result of its downstream location from the Falls of the Ohio. Except 
for times when the river was high, passengers and cargo had to be unloaded and trans­ 
ported overland to Louisville, around the falls. The building of the Louisville and 
Portland Canal allowed most river craft to pass without stopping, but larger boats 
were still unable to pass until the canal was widened in 1865. It was at that time in 
Portland's history that the death of Portland as a river port occurred. Portland was 
incorporated into the Louisville city limits in 1852, but has, to this day, retained 
an identity distinct from any other Louisville neighborhood.

The Meek-Miller House was built during a very prosperous period for Portland. Even 
with the declining river business, Portland was an established residential and commer­ 
cial community. George Meek was a river boat pilot who built the house for his occu­ 
pancy in 1865. In 1875, after several interim owners, John Miller, a carpenter in 
the Portland area, bouth the property and made it his home for twenty-two years. The 
history of the residents of this house is varied, but most were working class indi­ 
viduals, just as its forst owner and builder.

The most outstanding architecture in Portland is concentrated in the Portland Historic 
District. The Meek-Miller House is similar in.style to many of the residences in 
that district, but designed in a more modest vein. The Portman House at 3431 North 
Western Parkway was built between 1865 and 1867 by Peter Portman, a native of 
Switzerland. This residence resembles, in many ways, the Meek-Miller House, The 
massing is the same, the dates of construction are the same, and even the number 
of bays across the facade are the same. The Portman House, however, has several 
features not affordable by George Meek, such as the recessed entrance and stone 
hoods.
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side of the house two rooms deep instead of three.

The Meek-Miller House is an excellent example of the residential Italianate style 
as adapted by the working class. The grace and beauty of the style is incorporated 
into a very modest design, and the result is a practical, handsome residence.

The current owner of the house, Jerome Krueger, intends to renovate the house into 
a duplex, restoring the facade to its original grandeur. The cornice will be re­ 
built, the incised metal hoods will be restored, and an appropriate door hood con­ 
structed. The porch will not be rebuilt.
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Other examples are the three story Italianate residences in the Portland Historic 
District. The Mattingly House at 3613 North Western Parkway (1881-1883), and the 
residence at 3311 Rudd Avenue (1859), also built by a riverboat pilot, Frank Butter- 
field, are two of several three-story Italianate residences in Portland which are 
a variation on the Meek-Miller House design.

The architecture which is immediately adjacent to the Meek-Miller House is mixed. 
There is one three story brick Italianate and several frame Victorian residences, 
dating from 1880-1900. There are also several smaller brick vernacular homes 
dating c!870. Upon completion of the Meek-MiHer House, it was certainly the 
finest house on the block commanding full attention due to its size and location. 
Even now, the Meek-Miller House has a large yard and is the most grand home on the 
block. Some early twentieth century structures are now situated directly to the 
east in this block.

The Meek-Miller House embodies the same strengths as the architecture and historic 
character in the Portland Historic District and is a vital link between that district 
and the surrounding neighborhood. Its significance lies predominantly in its archi­ 
tectural merit, but also in its contribution to the Portland community at large.
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