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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The most dominating architectural aspect of this house is a feature not untypi 
v cai in Georgia's Athens: a deep, two-story porch formed by a three-sided pe.L'3. 
-iplifiM of fluted Corinthian columns supporting a fully developed classical en­ 
tablature (frieze, modillions, and dentils). Tall brick piers support~this" 
three-sided portico which forms a covered porch-entrance way for the ground 
floor, an English basement with stuccoed walls. The two floors above this 
are clapboarded. Wide steps lead up to the formal first floor and main 
entrance - an enclosed projecting vestibule surmounted by a balustraded 
parapet, which forms a balcony serving"the second floor hallway. Tall windows 
framed with operable louvered shutters extend to the peristyle porch floor on 
either side of the projecting vestibule. Clearly the house has undergone 
several remodellings since the 1860's. All in all it is imposingly Class^.c_ 
Revival, though some of the exterior details date from late 19th century 
neoclassicism of the Chicago Exposition variety. The plan is of the 
dominant type for large houses in the Greek Revival style during the years 
just prior to the Civil War: four rooms with center hall; simple and 
academic. One of the most interesting interior details are the first floor 
chimney pieces with Minton tile hearths in the "Eastlake" mode, evidently 
added when Professor Leon H. Charbonnier purchased the house in 1886. These 
with the "Chicago Exposition style" Corinthian capitals made of a plaster-of- 
paris like composition material, along with the strictly Greek Revival fea­ 
tures, make up over one hundred years of architectural evolution. This is a 
well-sited, important-looking house which has stood since Milledge Avenue 
was opened for development; without it, Milledge would be just another street, 
Anywhere, U.S.A.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNI F1CANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

At 387 South Milledge Avenue, Athens /Georgia, the Wilkins House has stood 
since 1860. It is one_gf_ja_^[rj3ujj_jgf^ houses builtjby the Dear ing family on 
Milledge Avenue when Milledge was openeji,, for development just prior_"tcf~the 
Civil War. The A.P. Bearing House, for instance, at 338 is considered to~~Be 
arTTHeal example of the flraalr Ro¥ivai architecture which causes Athens to be 
called the Classic City. In the 1850's, Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian columns 
rose along Milledge among virgin timber. Today these tree-shaded columns, now 
established as though planted by giants, are being toppled and smashed, and 
unhappily not being replaced by architecture and town planning of the quality 
long associated with Milledge. The Wilkins House survives as a private resi­ 
dence held in a trust which requires that the house be sold by July 1, 1970. 
Ets Milledge Avenue site has great urban planning significance which has been 
recognized by one of the three beneficiaries of the trust, Miss Josephine 
tfilkins. With the cooperation of the Athens-Clarke Heritage Foundation, Inc., 
nd the University of Georgia, Miss Wilkins has laid plans for the property 
o remain intact. The house would be adapted for use as a university cultur- 
1 center with meeting rooms, studios, and guest rooms for visiting artists 

and performers. A written agreement between those relatives whom the trust 
benefits, states that the house should be sold to the University of Georgia 
for such purposes as are briefly mentioned above. Helping to develop this 
project is the President of Athens-Clarke Heritage Foundation, Mr. John C. 
Waters, an assistant professor in the School of Environmental Design and the 
institute of Community Development, University of Georgia, 
'he Wilkins property was originally owned by the University. In 1860 Alfred

Dearing purchased it and began building a house which was not finished 
til after the Civil War. In 1878 Dearing sold out, and the house passed 
rough several owners until Professor Leon Henri Charbonnier purchased it in 

886. Professor Charbonnier's heirs sold it in 1905, and in 1909 John Julian 
ilkins and his wife purchased it for $10,000. On April 20, 1945, Mrs. Jesse 
orton Wilkins left the house in trust, with disposition of estate property 

nanditory by July 1, 1970. In 1909 when John Julian Wilkins (whose name the 
louse bears) purchased this mansion on Milledge Avenue, he was President of 
the Georgia National Bank and of the American State Bank, both of Athens. Bor 
in Darlington, S. C. , he grew up on a farm in Greene County, Georgia, and cam 
:o Athens in 1909. In 1900 he was elected President of the Bank of the 
Jniversity which in 1902 was reorganized as the two banks mentioned above; he 
became the leading banker in Athens and one of the South's most important 
financial figures. He died in 1940. Wilkins House is one of the cultural 
Landmarks of Athens. Without its tree-shaded columns and large cast iron dog 
juarding the grounds, Milledge Avenue could become but another technological 
slum. This does not have to be....
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