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o cag in Georgia's Athens: a deep, two-story porch formed by a three-sided sesws/
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (lf known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The most dominating architectural aspect of this house is a feature not untypif{

of fluted Corinthian columns supporting a fully developed class:.cal en-
tablature (frieze, modillions, and dentils). Tall brick piers support—“htTﬁ"é“'
three-sided portico which forms a covered porch-entrance way for the ground
floor, an English basement with stuccoed walls. The two floors above this
are clapboarded. Wide steps lead up to the formal first floor and main
entrance - an enclosed projecting vestibule surmounted by a balustraded
parapet, which forms a balcony serving the second floor hallway. Tall windows
framed with operable louvered shutters extend to the peristyle porch floor on
either side of the projecting vestibule. Clearly the house has undergone
several remodelllngs since the 1860's. All in all it is imposingly Cla551c
Revival, though some of the exterior details date from late 19th century
neoclassicism of the Chicago Exposition variety. The plan is of the
dominant type for large houses in the Greek Revival style during the years
just prior to the Civil War: four rooms with center hall; simple and
academic. One of the most interesting interior details are the first floor
chimney pieces with Minton tile hearths in the "Eastlake" mode, evidently
added when Professor Leon H. Charbonnier purchased the house in 1886. These
with the "Chicago Exposition style" Corinthian capitals made of a plaster-of-
paris like composition material, along with the strictly Greek Revival fea-
tures, make up over one hundred years of architectural evolution. This is a
well-sited, important-looking house which has stood since Milledge Avenue

was opened for development; without it, Milledge would be just another street,
iAnywhere, U.S.A.

33

SNOIL1ONYLSNI



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

\

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian [] 16th Century [ 18th Century [} 20th Century K]
15th Century O 17th Century (] 19th Century [X

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1860, 18867, 1910?

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE '(Che’cls One or Morg as Appropriate) . Yoo sl .. A

Aboriginal, . Educafion,;. , [ . . Pﬂ“.’i,“l‘ ] .Urhan Rlapning . ... &) .
Prehistoric O Engineering 0o Religion/Phi- . . Other (Specifyy:. = [R...
Historic O Industry 0o . _losophy O architecture

Agriculture O "lnvention O Science O history

Art 0. Landscape . Sculpture (] ' B

Commerce XO Architecture. [ - Social/Human- '

Communications [] Literature O itarian O

Conservation O “Military O Theater (]

Music O Transportation []

]

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

At 387 South Milledge Avenue,Athens, Georgia, the Wllklns House has stood
since 1860. It is one of a group of houses built by the Dearlng famlly on
Milledge Avenue when Milledge was opened for development just prlor to the
Civil War. The A.P. Dearing House, for instance, at 338 is considered to be
'dn ideal example of the Grask-Rewiwel architecture which causes Athens to be
called the Classic City. In the 1850's, Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian columns
rose along Milledge among virgin timber. Today these tree-shaded columns, now|
established as though planted by giants, are being toppled and smashed, and
unhappily not being replaced by architecture and town planning of the quality
long associated with Milledge. The Wilkins House survives as a private resi~
dence held in a trust which requires that the house be sold by July 1, 1970.
Tts Milledge Avenue site has great urban planning significance which has been
Fecognlzed by one of the three beneficiaries of the trust, Miss Josephine
Wilkins. With the cooperation of the Athens-Clarke Heritage Foundation, Inc.,
pnd the University of Georgia, Miss Wilkins has laid plans for the property
Lo remain intact. The house would be adapted for use as a university cultur-
al center with meeting rooms, studios, and guest rooms for visiting artists
pnd performers. A written agreement between those relatives whom the trust
penefits, states that the house should be sold to the University of Georgia
for such purposes as are briefly mentioned above. Helping to develop this
project is the President of Athens-Clarke Heritage Foundation, Mr. John C.
Waters, an assistant professor in the School of Environmental Design and the
[nstitute of Community Development, University of Georgla.

[he Wilkins property was originally owned by the University. 1In 1860 Alfred
[.. Dearing purchased it and began building a house which was not finished
iIntil after the Civil War. In 1878 Dearing sold out, and the house passed
through several owners until Professor Leon Henri Charbonnier purchased it in
1886. Professor Charbonnier's heirs sold it in 1905, and in 1909 John Julian

ilkins and his wife purchased it for $10,000. On April 20, 1945, Mrs. Jessej
orton Wilkins left the house in trust, with disposition of estate property
anditory by July 1, 1970. 1In 1909 when John Julian Wilkins (whose name the
ouse bears) purchased this mansion on Milledge Avenue, he was President of
e Georgia National Bank and of the American State Bank, both of Athens. Bort

~

in Darllngton, S. C., he grew up on a farm in Greene County, Georgia, and cam
o Athens in 1909. 1In 1900 he was elected President of the Bank of the
niversity which in 1902 was reorgamized as the two banks mentioned above; he

ecame the leading banker in Athens and one of the South's most important
inancial figures. He died in 1940. Wilkins House is one of the cultural

andmarks of Athens. Without its tree-shaded columns and large cast iron dog
uarding the grounds, Milledge Avenue could become but another technological
lum. This does not have to be....
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