FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

ocC

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Old Camb. 1IB26

Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston
1, Town Canbri dge
s 33 Lexington Avenue

"The Lowell"

nt use residential

2nt owner Arthur D. Trottenberg S
lie E. Muhlhauser. c/o Ellis S
ription: Andrews, k Brattle

1900
iource

le Colonial Revival

4. Map, ~_ chitect John A. Hasty
in relation to nearest ci uou
other buildings. Indicate north. :terior wall fabric wood

Outbuildings (describe)
Other features excellent integration of
Colonial Revival features on a

three-decker frame, unusual side
porches rather than the usual front

porches.
Altered No Date
Moved No Date
5. Lot size;

One acre or less XX  Over one acre

Approximate frontage 96 feet

Approximate distance of building from street
30 feet

6. Recorded by Bainbridge Bunting
OrganizationCambridge Historical Comm.

Date 1964

19/3737?90/M97 14190
30M-5-77



7. Original owner (if known)_

Original use *psi ripntial (apartments)
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce yr Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

"The Lowell" i san elaborately detailed Colonial
Revival three-decker apartment building designed
by t helocal architect, John A Hasty. Hasty i s best
known for his imaginative andoriginal use of the
vernacular. The Lowell displays an excellent sense
of form and proportion as well as an inventive
use of detail, including elliptical w ndows, applied
garlands and wreaths, an over-scale swan's neck
pedi ment at t hesecond story level repeated at the
roofline, andmonunmental fluted colums with
Scanmozzi capitals. Also of note i stheside place-
meant of t neporches, giving thelLowell a five-
bay facade.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc,)
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«Momination returned for: technical corrections cited below

substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name
2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in ExistingSurveys

7. Description

ateaXam <il»itui»l«d unx»ii»f»d origiiwl ««e
(ood r«in«
Mr matpoaat

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary salaction



6. Slgnificanco

aammamimtimit ii Oiaaki

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
applicable criteria

Justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
fhe resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

WTT

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

1>« mmturnn al“mtanut € IN* p n~ , wmtn ttm tima H

it»iliilLftininlHi OWIef »l|n»lur«

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning  this nomination may be directed to /?Al//™/jy)

Phone: 202 272-3504

Comments for any Itam may be continued on an attached aheet



FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.
ocC

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION old Camb. [1B26

Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston
1. Town Canbri dge
Address 3 3 Lexington Avenue

Nane "The Lowel |"

Present use residential
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")

Staple to left side of form
Photo number 1100 - 18
Present owner Arthur D. Trottenberg S
Lucille E. Muhlhauser. c/o Ellis £
3. Description: Andrews, 4 Brattle

Date 1900

Source

Style Colonial Revival

4, Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect John A. Hasty
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric wood

Outbuildings (describe)
Q her features excellent integration oi
Colonial Revival features on a

three-decker frame, wunusual side
porches rather than t heusual front

porches.
Altered No Date
Moved No Date
5, Lot size:

One acre or less XX Over one acre

Approximate frontage 95 feet
Approximate distance of building from street
30 feet
6. Recorded by Bainbridge Bunting

OrganizationCambridge Historical Comm.

Date 196U

50M-5-77



7. Original owner (if known) WTAMRS M. Hi 1-t-nn

Origina]@ residential (apartmentc; >
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates
8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerc_e _ Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9, Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

"The Lowell" i san elaborately detailed Colonial

Revival three-decker apartment building designed

by thelocal architect, John A Hasty. Hasty i s best

known for his imaginative andoriginal use of the

vernacular. The Lowell displays an excellent sense

of form and proportion as well as aninventive

use of detail, includingelliptical w ndows, applied

garlands and wreaths, an over-scale swan's neck

pedi ment at t hesecond story level repeated at the

roofline, and mnunmental fluted colums with

Scamozzi capitals. Also of note i stheside place-
\ meant of the porches, giving thelowell a five-

bay facade.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)



I N\VENTCRY FCORM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Community: Foom No: 1
MASSAQ LEETTS H STCR CAL GOvivsSI ON Old Cambridge Hoé 6
Office of tlie Secretary, Boston o

Property Name "The Lowell"

Indicate eadi itemon inventor)'" formwhidi is being continued bel ow

The three decker style evolved from wood frame tenement houses
of the 1860s, of which an early exanple exists at 223-225 Broadway
(1873; see Report Three: Cambridgeport, pp. 41-42). Tenenents had a
deservedly bad name as being overcrowded and poorly built, but the intro-
duction of the "French flat" brought efforts to nmake them acceptable to
the mddle class. Early examples of this devel opment are relatively
plentiful in Cambridgeport, which was developing as a lower m ddle class
suburb during this period. The "hotels" of Norfolk and Austin Streets
near Central Square were the first exanmples of this type in Canbridge
(Norfolk Street NR D.); they were four-deckers executed in an elaborate
East| ake- Queen Anne style in 1886 and 1887. An even nore elaborate
exampl e of the effort to make three deckers acceptable to the middle
class is the Ernst Flentje House at 129 Magazine Street (also nom nated
to the National Register), built in 1900.

"The Lowell", like the Flentje House, is an exanple of architec-
tural extremsmin search of social acceptability. Located just three
doors from "Tory Rw (Brattle Street), i1 twas.built at a time when the
Brattle Street horse car line seened about to be converted to electric
street cars. Instead, Brattle Street residents, concerned about just
such devel opment on what was even then considered to be one of the nost
"historic streets in America, convinced the City Council and the Massa-
chusetts Railroad Comm ssioners to relocate the car line to Mount Auburn

Street and Huron Avenue. | f this had not happened, many nore real estate
ventures |ike The Lowell would undoulrtedly have taken place in the

nei ghborhood. As i twas. The Lowell is unique to the Brattle Street

nei ghborhood as multi-familyhousing, and in Cambridge as representing

an extraordinary effort to embellish a mddle class housing type. I n
Report Four: Od Cambridge of the Survey of Architectural History in
Cambridge, The Lowell is called "the most extraordinary double four-

decker in the entire city".
This buildingis significant under Criterion A for itsrole in the

devel opment of Cambridge, and under Criterion C as an exceptional exanple
of i tstype and style.

Staple to Inventory form at bollom
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National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
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Name Cambridge Multiple  Resource  Area
Sate A
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v Attest
132. /Second Cambridge Savings , N Keeper 'MUc» /L~.0~ []/'f~ D
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135. Lowell, The "My Keeper jjy~N ANL.JI-"pAS
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Attest
137. Second Waterhouse House J Keeper
Attest
138. Harvard- Observatory iTAwvmop
AN* V. Attest AJRANMYANMETYIN N
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*1><5.+ Lovell Block MU--:-ilfei.-_ N Keeper /' LNANMNLY

Attest
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IMletf StatM
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The Lowel |, (Canbridge MA)
M ddl esex County

MA
Working Wo. AREANEEAN KA
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Action: -irlCcCEPT NN NN
rosubmistion RETURN
nomination by parson or local govarnmant REJECT ,
ownar objaction Fadaral Agancy:
appaal
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Raviawar's commanta:

Racom. /Criteria
Raviaw r yjrn—

Discipllna®
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aaa continuation sheet

eNomination roturnad for: technical corrections cited below
_8ubstantiva raasons discussad balow

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

4. Ownar of Property
5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

7. Description

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
alterations/Integrity
dates

boundary selection



8. Significance
Patiad arama al lliwilleici CTmli amd taatMi

npaeUlc 6ataa MI1<»C AwhW.

MatwMnt al llgwwiB—f (In ama waiavaah)

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. iMajor Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

Aerasgs of rtomtnsted property
Quadrangle name
UH” Retorences

V*f*al >iyw<«i>i 4aacriOtton ait4 iusttftcallon

11. Form PreparedBy

12. State Historic Preservation Officer

The evaluated slgrWflcarKe of this property wtthin the stata is:

natkKMt state tocai

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Certification

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202 272 - 3504









Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275



