
F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

4. Map, ^_ 
in relation to nearest c i uou 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. Form no. 
OC 

Old Camb. I I B 2 6 

1, Town Cambridge 

s 3 3 Lexington Avenue 

"The L o w e l l " 

nt use r e s i d e n t i a l 

2nt owner A r t h u r D. T r o t t e n b e r g S 
l i e E. Muh lhause r . c /o E l l i s S 
ription: Andrews , k B r a t t l e 

1900 

iource 

le C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l 

chitect John A. Has ty 

:terior wall fabric wood 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features e x c e l l e n t i n t e g r a t i o n o f 

C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l f e a t u r e s on a 
t h r e e - d e c k e r f r a m e , unusua l s i d e 
porches r a t h e r t han t h e u s u a l f r o n t 
p o r c h e s . 

Altered No Date 

Moved No Date 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less XX Over one acre 

9 6 f e e t Approximate frontage 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

30 f e e t 

6. Recorded by B a i n b r i d g e B u n t i n g 

Organization Camb r i d g e H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date 19 6 4 

l9 /3^3?9o/^9^ 1 4 1980 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known)_ 

Original use •pps-i ripntiai (apartments) 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 

XX Exploration/ 
settlement 

y ^ Industry 
Mil i tary 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

"The Lowell" i s an e l a b o r a t e l y d e t a i l e d Colonial 
Revival three-decker apartment b u i l d i n g designed 
by the l o c a l a r c h i t e c t , John A. Hasty. Hasty i s best 
known f o r h i s imaginative and o r i g i n a l use of the 
vernacular. The Lowell displays an e x c e l l e n t sense 
of form and p r o p o r t i o n as w e l l as an i n v e n t i v e 
use of d e t a i l , i n c l u d i n g e l l i p t i c a l windows, applied 
garlands and wreaths, an over-scale swan's neck 
pediment at the second s t o r y l e v e l repeated at the 
r o o f l i n e , and monumental f l u t e d columns w i t h 
Scamozzi c a p i t a l s . Also of note i s the side place-
meant of tne porches, g i v i n g the Lowell a f i v e -
bay facade. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc,) 
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1. Name 

2. Locat ion 

3. C lass i f ica t ion 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Locat ion of Lega l Descript ion 

6. Representat ion in Exist ing Surveys 

7. Descr ipt ion 
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6. SIgni f icanco 

aammamimtimit ii Oiaaki 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clari ty 
applicable cr i ter ia 
Justif ication of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

fhe resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major Bibl iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

10. Oeographica l Data 

WTT 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. S ta te Histor ic Preservat ion Officer Cert i f icat ion 
1>« mmturnn al^mtanut e* IN* p n ^ , wmtn ttm tima H 

i t » i l i i l L f t i n i n l H i OWIef »l|n»lur« 

1 3 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to /?A1 / / ^ / j y ) 

Phone: 202 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any Itam may be continued on an attached aheet 



F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to lef t side of f o r m 
Photo number I I 0 0 - 18 

4, Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

EH 

50M-5-77 

In Area no. Form no. 

OC 
O l d Camb. I I B 2 6 

1. Town Cambridge 

Addre ss 3 3 Lexington Avenue 

Name "The Lowell" 

Present use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Present owner A r t h u r D. T r o t t e n b e r g S 
L u c i l l e E . M u h l h a u s e r . c /o E l l i s £ 

3. Description: Andrews , 4 B r a t t l e 

Date 19 0 0 

Source 

Style C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l 

Architect John A . Has ty 

Exterior wall fabric wood 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features e x c e l l e n t i n t e g r a t i o n oi 

C o l o n i a l Revival features on a 
three-decker frame, unusual side 
porches r a t h e r than the usual f r o n t 
porches. 

Altered No Date 

Moved No Date 

5, Lot size: 

One acre or less XX Over one acre 

95 f e e t Approximate frontage 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

30 f e e t 

6. Recorded by B a i n b r i d g e B u n t i n g 

OrganizationCambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date 19 6 U 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

•iTflmRS M. H i 1 -t-nn 

r e s i d e n t i a l ( a p a r t m e n t c ; > 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 
same. 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9, Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

"The Lowell" i s an e l a b o r a t e l y d e t a i l e d C o l o n i a l 
Revival three-decker apartment b u i l d i n g designed 
by the l o c a l a r c h i t e c t , John A. Hasty. Hasty i s best 
known f o r h i s imaginative and o r i g i n a l use of the 
vernacular. The Lowell d i s p l a y s an e x c e l l e n t sense 
o f form and p r o p o r t i o n as w e l l as an i n v e n t i v e 
use o f d e t a i l , i n c l u d i n g e l l i p t i c a l windows, a p p l i e d 
garlands and wreaths, an over-scale swan's neck 
pediment a t the second s t o r y l e v e l repeated a t the 
r o o f l i n e , and monumental f l u t e d columns w i t h 
Scamozzi c a p i t a l s . Also of note i s the side place-

\ . meant o f the porches, g i v i n g the Lowell a f i v e -
bay facade . 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSAOIUSETTS HISTORICAL COvMSSION 
Office of tlie Secretary, Boston 

Community: 

Old Cambridge 

Form No: 1 
OC 

I I . B . 2 6 

Property Name: "The L o w e l l " 

Indicate eadi item on inventor)'' form whidi is being continued below. 

The three decker s t y l e evolved from wood frame tenement houses 
of the 1860s, of which an e a r l y example e x i s t s a t 223-225 Broadway 
(1873; see Report Three: Cambridgeport, pp. 41-42). Tenements had a 
deservedly bad name as being overcrowded and p o o r l y b u i l t , but the i n t r o ­
d u c t i o n of the "French f l a t " brought e f f o r t s t o make them acceptable t o 
the middle c l a s s . E a r l y examples of t h i s development are r e l a t i v e l y 
p l e n t i f u l i n Cambridgeport, which was developing as a lower middle class 
suburb d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d . The " h o t e l s " of N o r f o l k and A u s t i n Streets 
near Central Square were the f i r s t examples of t h i s type i n Cambridge 
(Norfolk S t r e e t N.R.D.); they were four-deckers executed i n an elaborate 
Eastlake-Queen Anne s t y l e i n 1886 and 1887. An even more elaborate 
example of the e f f o r t t o make three deckers acceptable t o the middle 
class i s the Ernst F l e n t j e House a t 129 Magazine Str e e t (also nominated 
to the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r ) , b u i l t i n 19D0. 

"The Lowell", l i k e the F l e n t j e House, i s an example of a r c h i t e c ­
t u r a l extremism i n search o f s o c i a l a c c e p t a b i l i t y . Located j u s t three 
doors from "Tory Row" ( B r a t t l e S t r e e t ) , i t w a s . b u i l t a t a time when the 
B r a t t l e S t r e e t horse car l i n e seemed about t o be converted t o e l e c t r i c 
s t r e e t cars. Instead, B r a t t l e S t r e e t r e s i d e n t s , concerned about j u s t 
such development on what was even then considered t o be one of the most 
' h i s t o r i c s t r e e t s i n America, convinced the C i t y Council and the Massa­
chusetts R a i l r o a d Commissioners t o r e l o c a t e the car l i n e t o Mount Auburn 
Stre e t and Huron Avenue. I f t h i s had not happened, many more r e a l estate 
ventures l i k e The Lowell would undoulrtedly have taken place i n the 
neighborhood. As i t was. The Lowell i s unique t o the B r a t t l e Street 
neighborhood as m u l t i - f a m i l y housing, and i n Cambridge as representing 
an e x t r a o r d i n a r y e f f o r t t o embellish a middle class housing type. I n 
Report Four: Old Cambridge of the Survey of A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r y i n 
Cambridge, The Lowell i s c a l l e d "the most e x t r a o r d i n a r y double f o u r -
decker i n the e n t i r e c i t y " . 

This b u i l d i n g i s s i g n i f i c a n t under C r i t e r i o n A f o r i t s r o l e i n the 
development of Cambridge, and under C r i t e r i o n C as an exceptional example 
of i t s type and s t y l e . 

Staple t o Inventory form at bo11om 
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National Register of Historic P laces 
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Fadaral Agancy: 

_ sampla raquest 1 _ appeal _jL^1>IR^ decision 

Raviawar's commanta: 

Racom. /Criteria  
Raviaw r yj^^— 
Discipllna^ 
Data ^-.̂ ^^-^^ 

aaa continuation sheet 

•Nomination roturnad for: technical corrections cited below 
_8ubs tan t i va raasons discussad balow 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classif icat ion 

4. Ownar of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

7. Description 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/Integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

Patia4 arama al lliwllleici CTmli amd taatMi 

npaeUlc 6ataa •MII<»C AwhW. 

MatwMnt al llgwWiB—f (In ama waiavaah) 

summary paragraph 
comp le teness 
c l a r i t y 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checked 
relat ing signi f icance to 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionsh ip of i n t e g r i t y 

to s ign i f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
other 

9. î ^ajor Bibliographical References 

10. Oeographical Data 
Aerasgs of rtomtnsted property 

Quadrangle name 

UH^ Retorences 

V * f * a l >iyw<«i>i 4aacr i0 t ton ait4 ius t t f tca l lon 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
The evaluated slgrWfIcarKe of this property wtthin the stata is: 

natkKMt state tocai 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Ques t ions concern ing th i s nominat ion may be d i rec ted to 

Signed Date Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s fo r any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t ached sheet 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 


