


NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The Napoleon LaRochelle Two-Family House is significant for ibs

association
development

with the town's late- JM"th century reai estate
and its adaptation of the familiar gable-front form to the

Queen Anne style. It meets National Register criteria-A ft™ C”and

retains
design,

integrity of setting, location, materials, workmanship,
feelins, and association. The boundaries indicated on the

sattached assessors map are those of current ownership.

ARH IE:I[EPDL ( ODR[E Dascrlbel rtant architectural features ad evaluate in terns of
ot her burldings WG\LIH the conmuni o

This two-and-a-half story Vi ctor| an Vernacul ar style house is typical of nany one and two
fam |y houses built in Southbridge in the late—9th century. Trif*>pwW/6LrTi™ f the gable
plan with cross gable andside hall entrance® 3lso commonly seen are the cross bracing
and bargeboard ornament in the facade gable andthe Stick style porch with basketweave railing.
This house is an unusually well preserved exanple of this popular house type, still retaining

front

its

original

trim sash, anddouble leafed front doors.

%ICRODLSIG\IHODNIE Explain the roIe owers played In local or state history ad howthe
building relates to the de\P P ay y

el opnent of the conmuni'ty:

Al though Pine Street hadbeen cut through as early as 1870 when the original Notre Dame Church

was built
had been built
of the street,

1894

the west

on the east side, devel opnent was slow getting started. By 1878only three houses

on the street. They were al | onthe west side and on the nore southerlyend
which is onhigher ground than the section near Ham |ton Street. However, by
side of the street had been conpletely developed as far south as Edwards Street

(Pine Street was not cut through to Main Street until the early-20th century). The 1898
atlas shows that with only one exception, the owners of the houses on Pine Street al | had
French surnanes. Attracted by the French Canadi an parish, French Canadi ans appear to have
devel oped Pine Street. Thel ot adjacent tothe church property on the corner of Pineand

Edwards Streets was still undeveloped in 1894, allowing the parish to buyi tin 1898 i n

to build a newparish school, Academ e Brochu there in 1899.

order

The Napol eon Larochelle Rental House was one of two houses on Pine Street owned by
Napol eon Larochelle, a polisher at American Optical Conpany. Located next door t oeach other,
they were very similar in appearance. Larochelle lived in the onenext door. [|tis likely

t hat

house has been

he built

both at the sane time, onetolive in andoneas a rental property. Larochelle's
al tered.
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