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ﬁhe:n Paul Dresser(cmpoaer of Indiana's state song On The Banks of
the Wabas ) was born in this house in 1859, At was a m—ttory, two roam
brick with lean-to, shed roof kitchen. The second floer was added by his
father, John Paul Dreiser, two romms of brick tdth outside wooden stairway.
Over the years the hmse was a.ddecl-to, chmged, and the original location

of 318 South Second Street became a decided slum. neighborhood In the
‘ city's urban Meveloment program, this house was due to be bulldoged,
so the Vigo County Historkcal Society raised the necessary funds to have
it moved to Fairbanks Park on the banks of the Wabash river.

The original two roams plus the second floor two roams, in other
words, the four-roam brick house was moved to its present site, and the
shed-roof wooden frame kitchen was added later in the restoration work.
The five romms are furnished authentically and the restored heame is now
the second museum of the V;.gd County Historical Society.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A A highway hisﬁorical urkor is set at Third and Farrington streets, in
the center of the median of U.S.Highway 41, directing tourists to site at
First and Farrihgton,"directi'y west. ~Another state historical marker is
placed at the front entrance of the house,

It was felt the house was worth saving by the Indiana Historical Societ]
as it wasgo typical of the working man's hame before the Civil War. A
restoration of this peﬂoq(msos)iwa.s unique in the state. Only mansions
or log cabins had bee:n preeerved up to this time. The Indiana General
‘Agaenbly procla.imed the house as a State Shrine and State Memorial.

The City of Terre Haute a.nd the Vigo County Hiatorical Society felt it
 was imporbanb to save for posterity as an ea:cellent example of the type of
dwelling of the working man of Terre Haute of the pre-civil War period.
The fact that Paul Dresser(original name Dreiser) was born in the house
gave it additional importance fram the local and state history angle, In

addition to writing Indiana's state song, Paul Dresser was cne of the most

noted popular song writers of the Gay Nineties.
international fame as the "King of Tin Pan Alle)




files of Vigo County Historical Society's library collection
Dreiser files in Eli Lilly Library, Indiana University

files of TRIBUNE-STAR PUBLISHING CO.,Terre Haute,Ind.
Dreiser files in University of Pennsylvania Library
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