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1. Name.

I |||7r’\on|1ah’\\"|dwe|yHouse n
historic and >ait& of tht* fi'rsT MeetlngHIIouse 'Zy¥Fieferred)

"Deep VWods Manse"

and/or common

2. Location
street & number dead' <<f V\h Royal Fbm OCkS Koad, Ond Of 'AArt MA rurt for pub”cation

School Raads”

aty, on  Monterey MK. vidnity o
state Massachusetts ocode 025 county Berkshire code 003
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied agriculture museum
A building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park

structure both work in progress educational private residence
-JLsite Rublic Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious

object in process A yes: restricted government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation

no military other:

4. Owner of Property

M. Jack Hargis and M. David Brush
Art School Road

nane

street & number

Monterey ddg Massachusetts 07175

city, town vicinity of

5. Location of Legal Description

aurthoause regdry d deds éc Southern Berkshire Registry of Deeds
33" Main Street; Town Hall

street & number

city, town Grat Barrington staie MAssachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys o
inventory of the Historical Assets of the

titleCommonwealth #2, #908 has this praperty bean daeminad digible? yes "~ no

date 1980 federal . state . county local

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

city, town  DOSLON sate Massachusetts



7. Pescription

Condition Checii one Cliecic one
exeeliens delerigraied URaliered ® griginal stie i
good ruins AN altered moved date AN

___ fair . ._"N ui\exposed
Rev. Adomjah Bidwell House, Royal Hemlock Rd.
Describetliepresent andoriginal (if known) physical appearance

The Reverend Adonijah Bidwel | House andthe site o£the first Meetinghouse of Housatonic
Township No. 1 (Tyringham and Nonterey today) are located i nthe Berkshire Muntains, 25
mles northwest of the present central village of Mnterey. The Bidwell House isa
vemacul ar exanpl e of a two-story md-18th century house with | ean-to andells. The
surrounding area i s domnated by second growh deciduoiis forest with the exception of a
neadowwest of the house. Several 18th and 19th c. roads, which once provided easy access
fromal | directions have been partially or totally abandoned. The Bidwel| Housei s

| ocated on the west side of Royal Hentock Road. The Meetinghouse site sits ona | ow escar pnent
north of an abandoned section of The A d Boston to Al bay Post Foad. The area encl osed

by Royal Henbock Road and stonewal |s onnorth west and south totals apProm mately 60

acres and i s included i nthis nomniation. jow .l ace

The Rev. Adonijah Bidwel|.House, built in1750, isalarge"S"tlxjx'"style ,Gurgar " '.7
house built on apost and beamfrane and set. cmarectan”lardrylain st:pd

It has twoells -- ono/t*uilt circa 1790to the riprth as a horse bam and a one-and-a-hal f
ystorK, Geek Revival'style woodshed and carriage house, circa 1837 ontha east, set aj ng

to the house (Photo 1). The nain house i s sheathed with narrow claphoards while the ellsK

are sheathed and covered with w der clapboard. A mnassive brick center chinney corbeled y

to ataper rises above above a hand split cedar shingle roof which has been restored by

the present owner. Theexterior isnarked byits sinplicity: plain architraves at

the w ndows, narrow coner and fasciaboards and |ights over the center entry, are the ,
onl'y decorative el enents.

The facade (south) displays the customary five-bay, nine w ndow configuration of the

two-story eighteenth century house. These w ndows and the majorityinthe house contain

12 over 8 sash. The east gable contains three wi ndows, one per floor, andthe connection to tF
19th century el|. Adeep recessed porch onthe el | allows access to both the Keeping
Roomand t he woodshed, carriage house. Two w ndows onthe porch and one onthe carriage

shed |ight its interior. Four, 1/2 sash, 6 pane w ndows |ight the second floor. The Y
west gable of the main house contains five wndows -- two per floor (12 over 8 panes)

and a 6over 6attic vent wndow The 1790 horse bami s attached to the rear facade at

the northwest comer. VWndows were added to it inthe 19th century. Three 12 over 8 A
sash w ndows |ight the Keeping Foomat the base of the long, sloped "Saltbox roof" on

the nai n house.

The general |ayout of the interior of the house i s traditional: three roons around a - N
central chi rmeg and staircase. Twp of the three fireplaces that heated the first floor

have bee- hi ve bake ovens. This nassive nasonry chineny core i s supported by an

arch of dry lain stone masonry i nthe full cellar. Another notable feature of the house

is the large anounts of rai sed wood Panel ing in ﬁroporti onto plasteredwalls. The Keeping
Foomand bot h parl ors have fine paneling onthe hearthwal ls. A conbination of horizontal

and vertical wainscoating are used i nthe front entrP/ toasmll hall onthe second floor.

The east bedroomi s plastered and contains the only fire place onthe second floor.

All plasterisoriginal. 0

Circa 1914, there were twobans, anice house, ablacksmth shop, and apig shed. Al |
but the pig shed have fallen in, but the foundations remain intact. Thepig shed isa
tinber framed structure west of the 1790 horse bamel | and i s believed to have been

built by Rv. Bidwell. [tis sheathed withvertical boai-d. Twovertical plank doors /
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allow access tothefirst floor andthe loft above, Arecent shed i slocated south of
t he house.

The site of the first Meetinghouse can be reached by anuch travelled path which skirtsthe
east side of the neadowwest of the house and travel s southeasterly tothe church site

on the escarpnent above the Boston and A bany Post Road. Anarbl e marker neasuring "
3 X212 waserected onthe site by the Daughters of the Arerican Revol ution of Lee,
Massachusetts i n1926. |t isinscribed, "Site of thefirst church i ntheoriginal town

of Tyringham 1743t 01798". The foundation, neasuring 39 X 34' andthree stone steps, renains
on the south, west, andnorth, indicati n? the pul pit nay have been on the east wall 1 n t?]/pi cal
Puritan fashion. The dinensions of its foundation are one foot |ess than those set forth by
tPe plrlopr.i etorsinl742whocalledforabuilding"34 x 40 of suitableheight for onetier
of galleries.” : re



8, Signifficance

Period Areas of Significance—Checic and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law > science
1500-1599 ~Magriculture economics literature  7ijxC ' sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education .military ' social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
JC_ 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications Industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1750 Bui | der/ Archi t ect Rev. Adonijah Bi dwel |

Satenent of Sgnificance (in one paragraph) -

The Rev. Adonijah Bidwel | House possess integrity of |ocation, design, setting, materials,
wor knmanshi p and associ ations. The house was the hone of the town's first settled

mnister, aworking farmfor his sonand grandsons and f or the second fam |y to own

the property, the Carringtons. They operated the farmfrom 1837 t o 1913. t ween

1914 and 1922 it served as an art school. The original character, design, and

artistic quality of its, constnction havebeen little changed oyer the years. I ts
associationw th the devel opment, of not one but twptoiwis] Tyfirighamand Mont er ey, Y
through the d-evel opnent of the first church for the regionnakes it [ocally inportant. -™
Tdrough alssociationwith its first oWier, Rev. Adonijah Bidwell andhis sons,. . N
Adoni j ah and Barnabas, it gains regional andstate wde inportance. Both the Bi dwel |

House and t he Meeti n%house site are |ocated on a portion of the 195 acre original

| ots set aside for the Meetinghouse and M nister in 1740-42 and 1750 respectively.

The Adoni | ah Bi dwel | House and the site of the First Meetinghouse thus neet criteria

A B and Cof the National Register of Historic Places. Snce it i s known that

the foundaton of the Meetinghouse renains as wel | as the foundation of nany outbuildings,
there i s also apotential formeeting criterion D

Adoni j ah Bi dwel | (1716-1784) was the son of an owner/naster of a vessel which traded |ar6qely
in the Vst Indies fromHartford, Connecticut. He graduated fromYale in1740. |n 174

he served as a chapl ain on a Col onial S oop of Vér, under Sir WIIiamPepperel at the
capture of Louisburg, the French capital at Gape Breton, NS Later he preached three
years at S nsburK, Connecticut and for a few nonths i n Kinderhook, NY. |t was

fran there that he cane to newy settled Housatonic Township No. 1 (Tyringham) to serve

as its first resident mnister, andpreach to achurcli with only eight nenbers. .vr

At the first Proprietors neeting inMy, 1750, Jonathon Hubbard, Thonas Strong, and Sanuel
Hopkins, DD (amnister fromQeat Barrington) were appointed to | ook into the
qualifications of Rev. Bidwell. Anonth later they reported M. Bidwell as satisfactory.
He was accepted and ordai ned Cctober 3, 1750, at a "Council Meeting".

For thirty-four turbulent years he served as a teacher of religion and of the school for the
town. He was hi gh|?/1 respected, and served i nnany capacities. He formed his om system

of shorthand which heused i nwiting his sernmons. Besides his mnisterial duties, he
operated a large farm During the Revolution, he sold beef to the Continental Arny.

In hi's "House Book" he recorded the day to daylife i nthe town including births and deaths.

During the first years of his |abor the nentbPrShipof Ms church grewto 104 persons.” The
| ack of separation of church and state would wei gh heavily upon hi mduring the Revol uti on.
Because of the cost of supporting the Militia during the Revolution, his salary, which
never reached nore than ninety Pounds, proved easier to cut than toincrease. |In 1777,
with the town behind i ntheir paynents to him he left his E<U| pit and penned a t hree page
|etter tothe town outlining his grievance. He won his back pay, but not a raise.

Because, of the debasenent of the state gnd Continental currency, he el ectedta take
tcrt)l/J-e|gh }ibungs 8? paynent owed |In\/\ooal, f ax,I C ot%lng, andyany sort of grain.



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences

A Hinterland Settlenent. T)éri ngham Massachusetts and Bordering Lands.
f£loise T. Mers, 1950 - 1965. Privately Printed."

Mw gofland fi Mpntgrey, Jalius Mner and Marjorie Mansfield, Monterey Gn
gregatinnal HhiiT'oh 1 QILR
10- Geographical Data

Aaeege o nominged proparty Approximately 60 acres
Quedlage nreme  “ign“erey. Mass. Quadrangle sraia 1:25000

UMT References
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Verba boundary description and justification Fom a comer of a stone wall west of the Carrington-
Battelle Rd. south of its intersection with Arts School Rd.. and Roya Hemlock following a stone
wall running west 280- . At a comer running 25 east north east to a well built stone wall
enclosing an overgrown lot. Following that wall 280- west to a comer then 27 east north
cact to a r-n-m'r "TIH a harway npeining on to an old road. 504 north north west along that road

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries (€6 con't sheet)

state ANA code county code

state oode county oode
11. Form Prepared By

, Virginia Adans, Program Assistant with Janes N Parrish, Historic
reg'title PreServation Pl annef. Berkshire County Roginnal Pl anning Conm ssion

Massachusetts Historical GConmmss”gh My, 1982

organization

dregt & numbe 29 Washington St . telephone (617) 727-8470

Boston
city or town state Mass.

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Sereice.

tal™ Historic Preservation Officer signature  VctliLLg- AVM . ("SMACi

Itfe ~cvitxve Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission AN 7 -

For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

Entered in the
gatloiaal Eeglster date

Keeper of the National Regist® N\ t

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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died in 1784 and was buried i nthe VWods Cenetery one and one-half mles southeast of
his church and dwel ling onwhat i s today the Beartown Road.

Hs eldest son, also Adonijah Bidwell, inherited the house andfarm after his father's
death. He was commssioned a 1st Lieutenant in a conpany of calvary inthe Massachusetts
Militia raised at Stockbridge in 1792, by the first Governor of the Gommonweal th, John
Hancock. He served as an associate Justice of the Court of Sessions for Berkshire County
from 1807 to 1809. Between 1809 and 1814, he served as an Associate Justice of

the Court of Conmon Pleas. Both Courts tried cases involving the intemal concerns of
Berkshire County.

Anot her son, Banabus Bidwel| (bomin 1763), studied to be an attorney. He served as
Berkshire County Treasurer from 1791 to 1810, as State Senator from 1801 to 1802, and

as _a Monber of Congress, 1803to 1806. He served as Massachusetts Attomey General from
1807 to 1810, aswell. Accused of enbezzling $330.64 from Cbuntzeac.counts by Federal i st
enemes, he fled to Kingston, Ontario, Canadato avoid arrest. died there July 27, 1833.
In 1942, 132years later, hewas cleared of all charges.

From1837 to 1913, the Bidwel|l House property continued to be operated as a farmby
several generations of the Carrington famly. For eight years (1914-1922) it provided
| odgi ng, studio space and subject matter for a sunmer colony of artists with prom nent
local reputations _
The Meetinghouse, built in 1743, served the TyringhamValley (now Tyringhan) residents

to the north andthe South Settlement (now Monterey Center) residents to the south, which
were at that time onetowship. |t was |ocated onanexisting road which |ater becane the
Boston and Al bany Post Road. Construction of a second, newchurch i n 1792 near the house
of Adonijah Bidwell's successor. Rev. Joseph Avery, noved this inportant community institution
one-half mle southward towards present day Monterey Village. Inresponse to this slight
distance increase, the TyringhamValley residents to the north also forned their own church
circa 1798 andthe First Meetinghouse was dismantled. This SPI ritual and 3eogr_aph|c
separation eventually Ied to the incorporationof the tows of Mnterey and Tyringhamas two
distinct political units inthe md 19th century.

The Rev. Adonijah Bidwell House and environs should be considered to contain archaeol ogical
deposits and features representing 150 P/ears of uninterupted use as a residence and
working farm In additionto the visible surface features nentioned above, traces of other
subsurface structural features andartifactual depostions relating to outbuildings, wells,
privies, andtrash concentrations can probably be |ocated through careful archaeol ogical
Investigation of the proPerty. Excavation of these historic resources could produce an
assenbl age of artifactual materials associated with 18th and 19th century donestic and
farmactivities aswel|l as information onthe intemal stncture of the farm as it changed
through tine.

The site of the First Meetinghouse appears to be an essentially undisturbed phﬁ/sical record
of aprimry early settlenent institutiondating fromthe second quarter of the 18th century.
Archaeol ogi cal investigation nay provide artifactual materials relating to stmctural features
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such as foundation stones, glass, bricks, andnails for direct conparisonwth the

docunentary record as well as indications of contenporary and subsequent activities

associated with the site. In general, the distribution of mterials and subsurface

features at early New Engl and neetinghouse sites is found to be sparse but critically o
I mportant ininterpreting social relations and functions. This site could c«
val uabl e information towards establishing a conparative data base in addition to I
revealing aspects of |ocal history.
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#9

Vi t'aI Records of Tyringhamto the year 1850, NewEngl and Hi storic- Geneal ogi cal
Society, page 12 - 13, Boston, 1903.

"Proprietors Records, Housatonic Township No. 1" (Tyringham MY, Gooke
Berkshire Athenaeum Pittsfield, Ballard Collection.

Berkshire Eagle, ct. 27, 1979, 'Qur Berkshires', Bamabas Bi dwel | Rehabilitated,
Chapnan.

Sout hern Berkshire Registry of Deeds., Book 327, Pages 182-83.

to aconer of astone wall of an open neadowopposite. Hence 10' north north east along
this wall opposite an old orchard (overgrovm% tothe foundation of abam Foma coner
345 north toa' conmer of that wall behind the Bidwel|l House. Tien 82* east to the
northeast side of Royal Hemock's Road. Then 165" along that road toits intersection

of Art School and southerly t othe beginning.
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
minimi Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts

HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State
July 20, 1982

M. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper

National Register of Historic P aces

National Park Service i
Departnent of the Interior

Washi ngton, DC 20243

Dear M. Shul |,
Encl osed youwi || find thefollow ng nomnation forns:

Lynn: Lynn Baik Block (local)

C'Nifenterey: Reverend Adonijah Bi dwel | House and First Meetinghouse Site (local)
Newburyport:  E P. Dodge Buil ding (I ocal
Sandisfield:  Phil emon Sage House (I ocal

Al'l have been voted eligible bythe State Review Board and have been si gned by

the State Historic Preservation Officer. QOanerswere notified of pending State Review
Board consi deration 30-75 days before the neeti nﬂ and were afforded t he opportuntiy
to cooment. Qnments received t odate areattached t othe nomnation forns.

Sincerely,

Gandace (Jer
Registratioj'f Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmssion



